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PREFACE. 



This work was origiaallj intended and UJOider- 
taken for the benefit of Sunday Schools, but 
it may be found espeeially useful in fiajnilies : 
f&r it is probable that the subject and beauv 
mg of many of the songs of Zion, as well as 
many expressions in them, are in gi^ieral but 
imperfeetly understood : and it is needful that 
we should ^^ sii^ with the spirit, and sing with 
the understanding also." 1 Cor. xiv, 15. If^ 
therefore, on eadi Sunday, the Psalms for the 
day be read with this 'explanation^ before 
going to church, it naay be a means, under 
God's ble^ing, of exciting a better attention 
to daem, and of enabling some to deriTe a 
g^^eater advantage from this important part of 
our admirable Liturgy. To those famUiee^ 
moreover, in which the reading of a por^im of 
Scripture is happily combined with domestic 
worship, this manual may afford a seasonable 
help and service. 



IV PREFACE, 

There are two methods in which the book 
may be made useful in a Sunday School. 1st, 
By being placed in the hands of the Teachers 
alone, enabling them to explain the subjects 
of the Psalms, and the meaning of the several 
verses, to such young scholars as are not suf- 
ficiently advanced to read and comprehend 
the notes themselves. 2nd, By its being made 
a class-book for the higher scholars : in this 
case it should be lent to them during the week, 
in order that they may be thoroughly prepared 
for an examination in the Psalms of the fol^ 
lowing Sunday. And such as are able, may 
learn by heart one or more of the practical 
addresses. 

A few questions are added at the end of 
each Psalm, as a guide to those teachers who 
require it ; but a little attention will show that 
many more questions may be formed from the 
words of the Psalms themselves, as well as 
from the notes and addresses: and an expe- 
rienced teacher will scarcely want such assist- 
ance. . 



AN 



EXPLANATION 



OF 



THE PSALMS. 



THE FIRST DAY. 



morning ^Tager^ • 

PSALM I, 

In this Psalm are described the character and happiness 
of the righteous^ and the misery and ruin of ungodly men* 

wither: and look, whatsoever 
he doeth, it shall prosper. 

5 As for the ungodly, it is 
not so with them : but they are 
like the chaff, which the wind 
scattereth away from the face 
of the earth. 

6 Therefore the ungodly 
shall not be able to stand in 
the judgement : neither the sin- 
ners in the congregation of. the 
righteous. 

7 But the Lord knoweth the 
way of the righteous : and the 
way of the ungodly shall perish. 



1 Blessed is the man that 
hath not walked in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor stood in 
the way of sinners : and hath 
not sat in the seat of the scorn- 

fiil. ... :. . - 

2 But his. delight is in the 
law of the *Lord : and in his 
law will he ezerdse himself 
<}ay and night. 

3 And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the water- side : that 
will bring forth his fruit in due 
season. 

4 His leaf also shall not 



Ver. 1. that hath not walked, ^c] Who hath not fol- 
lowed the advice of the ungodly, who hath not fonned his 
course of life according to their wicked principles and 
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2 The First Psalm. [1st Day. 

habits. — nor stood, ^c,"] Not fixed and settled himself in 
their way. — nor sat, ^c] As if coolly and purposely sit- 
ting down with sinners to scoff at God and religion. 

Ver, 2. exercise himself, ^c] He thinks and dwells 
upon the word of God continually, on all occasions, by day 
or by night. 

Ver. 3. the water^side :] This was a very favourable 
situation in a hot and dry soil. In Scripture, water is an 
emblem of the Holy Spirit. Isa. xliv. 3. John iv. 14. 

Ver. 5. like the chaff,"] Like the thin husks of com, 
which are scattered away by the wind at the winnowing. 
See Matt. iii. 12. 

Ver. 6. in the judgement :] At the day of judgment, when 
they shall be separated from the righteous, and be driven 
away to everlasting punishment. 

Ver. 7. the Lord hnoweth, ^c] Approves and blesses 
it. See 2 Tim, ii. 19. In Scripture language, to know 
often signifies to acknowledge or s^prove. Psalm ci. 5. 
Matt. vii. 23. John x. 14. 27. 



We see in this Psalm the character of the righteous, of all 
the people of God. They forsake sin ; they withdraw them- 
selves entirely from evil company ; they never make a mock at 
any thing serious or sacred. Their minds and hearts are en- 
gaged in the study of God's law ; it is the joy and comfort of 
their life. We see the blessed effects of this ; they are pros- 
pered by their heavenly Father j He " makes every thing work 
together for their good :" they are like a flourishing tree ; they 
brmg forth fruit unto holiness and happiness; they are 
honoured and accepted by God through Jesus Christ i " having 
done all, they stand ;*' the end of the righteous is peace. But 
how veiy different from this is the end of the wicked, and of 
those who foivet God ; they have made God their enemy, and 
He will pour His wrath upon them ; they will be condemned on 
the latter day; they will be separated like the chaff", and burnt 
with imquenchable fire ! O that we may seek and serve the 
Lord our God, with all our heart and soul ; that we may " flee 
from evil, and do the thing that is good ;" that we may daily 
find the comfort of His grace and favour, and hear at last the 
approving sentence of oar Saviour and Judge, " Well done, thou 

food and faithful servant, enter thou. into the joy of thy Lord ! " 
latt. xzv. 21. 



1st Day.] 



The Second Psalm. 



QUBBTIONS. 

Who is blessed ? — What is meant by walking in the counsel 
of the ungodly ?— What, by sitting in the seat of the scornful ? 
—In what is the good man's delight ? — What is meant by exer- 
cising ourselves ? — What are the righteous like ? — ^What are the 
ungodly like ? — What is chaff? — Where, in the New Testament, 
are the wicked compared to chaff? — Repeat the passage. — 
What is meant by the wicked not standing in the judgment ?-— 
What, by the Lord knowing the way of the righteous ? — Repeat 
the passages on ver. 7.— What should we learn from this Psalm ? 



PSALM II. 

This Psalm declares^ according to one sense of the voordsy 
that the throne of David, king of Israel, should be esta^ 
hUshed in deflanoe of aU his enemies; and it foretels, in 
another and higher sense, that the throne and kingdom of 
Christ should also be established, in due time, in defiance of 
all his enemies. 



1 Why do the heathen so 
furiously rage together : and 
why do the people imagine a 
vain thing ? 

2 The kings of the earth 
stand up, and the rulers take 
counsel together : against the 
Lord, and against his Anoint- 
ed. 

3 Let us break their bonds 
asunder : ond cast away their 
cords from us. 

4 He that dwelleth in heaven 
shall laugh them to scorn : the 
Lord shall have them in de- 
rision. 

5 Then shall he speak unto 
diem in his wrath : and vex 
tibem in his sore displeasure. 

6 Yet have I set my King : 
upon my holy hill of Sion. 

7 I will preach the law, 
whereof the Lord hath said 



unto me : Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee. 

8 Desire of me, and I shall 
give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance: and the utmost 
parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session. 

9 Thou shalt bruise them 
with a rod of iron : and break 
them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel. 

10 Be wise now therefore, 
O ye kings : be learned, ye that 
are judges of the earth. 

1 1 Serve the Lord in fear : 
and rejoice unto him with re- 
verence. 

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and so ye perish from 
the right way : if his wrath be 
kindled, (yea, but a little,) 
blessed are aU they that put 
their trust in him. 



Ver 1. the heath€ff\ Those who Were not of Israel ; 
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4 The Second Psalm. [Ist Day. 

and who knew not the true God. — a vain thing ?] A thing 
which they cannot perform. They raged against David, 
and thought to destroy him, but could not: so they did 
afterwards against Christ, but in vain: there is no hope 
in striving against God : His will must be done, and His 
word must come to pass. 

Fer. 2. against his Anointed."] Against David, who was 
anointed king over Israel. It was a custom to anoint 
kings and priests with oil. Exod, xxviii. 41 ; xxix. 7* 
1 Sam. xvi. 13. 2 Sam. ii. 7* David was a type, that is, 
an appointed figure, of the Messiah or Christ ; both of 
these names signify the anointed, John u 41. Accordingly, 
this second verse of the Psalm foreshows, that kings and 
rulers should stand up and take counsel against the anoint- 
ed Son of God ; as in truth we find that Herod and Pon- 
tius Pilate and many others did. And we learn firom 
Acts iv. 25 — 28, that the beginning of this Psalm was 
actually intended to foreshow ^e opposition thus made to 
Christ. 

Fer. 3.] In this verse, the enemies of David and of 
Christ are represented as saying, Let us not submit, let us 
not be bound by such an authority ; '* we will not have this 
man to reign over us." Luke xix. 14. 

Fer. 4. ' shall laugh, ^c] God shall disregard them, 
as men do when they laugh at their enemies : He shall 
have them " in derision " or contempt. 

Fer. 6.] As David was set on his throne in the earthly 
Jerusalem, on Mount Sion, so should Christ reign there 
over His spiritual kingdom ; and, after that. He should 
ascend to His throne in the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of 
the living God. Heh. xii. 22. 

Fer, 1. I will f reach the law, S^c."] I will make known 
the counsel or decree of the Lord Jehovah, who speaks 
of Christ, and especially of His resurrection from the dead, 
in this manner : " Thou art my Son, this day have I be- 
gotten Thee ;** on the day when Thou shalt rise from the 
grave, Thou wilt be, as it were, begotten unto a new life, 
when thine enemies thought Thee dead for ever; and Thou 
wilt thus be " declared to be the Son of God with power." 
Rom. i. 4. See also Acts xiii. 33, which tells us, that 
David is here speaking of the resurrection of our Lord. 
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Accordingly, this is one of the proper Psalms, in our 
Church Service, for Easter Day. 

Ver, 8. the heathen^ ^c] At David*s desire and prayer, 
his kingdom was enlarged ; but this and the two following 
verses chiefly foretel, that the heathen, or Gentiles, should 
be brought to the kingdom of Christ, when the Jews re- 
jected Him ; that His enemies should be broken to pieces, 
and " put under His feet." 

Ver. 12. Kiss the Son, ^c] To kiss the king was, in 
those days, as it is now, a token of homage and service. 
1 Sam, X. 1. Submit to the Son of God, your Saviour 
and King ; worship, and love, and serve Him, lest His 
mercy be turned to judgment ; if his anger be kindled 
against you ever so little, ye will perish ; even by Him, 
who Cometh to save you. Blessed are those who believe 
and obey. 



How very pluinly does this Psalm show, that David was a 
prophet, and '' spake as he was moved by the Holy Ghost;" 
and how greatly does it confirm the truth of the Gospel ! It 
n>eak8 very clearly of Christ, and the spreading of His king- 
dom through the world ; and the rage of His enemies, and ms 
victory over them all. And we know that these things were 
fulfilled and are now fulfilling, just as they were declared by 
David, above one thousand years before Christ came in the 
flesh : for men st^U rage against God and His word, and rage in 
vain. And for what end was all this ? " That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father." Phil. ii. 10, 11. O Lord, grant us so perfectly, 
and without all doubt, to believe in Thy Son Jesus Christ, tha^ 
our faith in Thy sight may never be reproved : that we may 
be "obedient by word and deed;" yea, that we may "bring 
every thought to the obedience of Christ :" and thus, that we 
'* may not perish, but have everlasting life." 

QUBSTIONS. 

What did the heathen do ? and kings and rulers, &c. ?— 
What did they say, ver. 3 ? — What vain thing ? — What do you 
mean by anointed ? — Who were the Lord's anointed, in this 
Psalm? — Who raged against Christ ?— Break their bonds? — 
Cast away their cords?— Who dwelleth in heaven? — Laugh 
them to scorn ? — Derision ? — Set my king, &c. ? — Will preach 
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[Iflt Day« 



the law, &c. ?— Thou art my Son : who ? — this day have I b^ 
gotten thee — what does this refer to ? — The heathen for Thine 
inheritance ? — What should kings and people do ? — What is it 
to kiss the Son? — And why? — What do we leam from this 
Psalm ? 



PSALM III. 

A Psalm of Dcmid^ composed when he fled from the cruel 
persecution of his son Absalom, and others who joined in that 
wicked conspiracy, 2 Sam. xv, 10 — 14. 



1 Lord, how are they in- 
creased that trouble me : many 
are they that rise against me. 

2 Many one tbere be that 
say of my soul: There is no 
help for him in his God. 

3 But thou, O Lord, art my 
defender: thou art my wor- 
ship, and the lifter up of my 
bead. 

4 I did call upon the Lord 
'^tb my voice: and be beard 
me out of bis holy hill. 

5 I laid me down and slept. 



and rose up again : for the Lord 
sustained me. 

6 I will not be afraid for ten 
thousands of the people: that 
have set themselves against me 
round about. 

7 Up, Lord, and help me, 
O my God : for thou smitest 
all mine enemies upon the 
cheek-bone ; thou hast broken 
the teeth of the ungodly. 

8 Salvation belongetb unto 
the Lord : and thy blessing is 
upon thy people. 



Fer. '2. that say of my soul :] That say of we, of my 
life,— There is no help, <^c.] Great afflictions are often 
regarded by tbougbtless and faithless people, as a sure 
mark of God's displeasure and vengeance ; so thought 
Shimei. 2 Sam. xvi. 8. But they are sent in mercy and 
love to prove His servants; to increase their faith, and 
make them depend more fully upon His goodness and 
power. Heb. xii. 5 — 11. The Jews concluded, that the 
Son of David, the blessed Jesus, when suffering on the 
cross, was utterly deserted by His heavenly Father : " He 
trusted in God," &c. Matt, xxvii. 43. But Jesus was 
delivered, as David bad been ; and as every faithful servant 
will be, whatever the world may think or say, and however 
sad or difficult the case may appear. 

Ver. 3. Thou art my worship,'] In our days, the word 
'* worship '' signifies only prayer and praise to God ; but 
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fennerly it used to signify also honour, or respect from 
one man to another. Thus Luke xiv. 10. Here, " Thou 
art my worship " means, Thou makest me to1)e honoured 
and respected. In the Bible version it is, *' Thou art my 
glory J*^ — Thmt art the Ufter up, ^cJ] Thou makest me to 
hold up my head with confidence and joy, and raisest me 
above my enemies. 

Ver. 4. his holy hill,'] The hill of Sion, where was the 
tabernacle or house of prayer. 

Ver, 5. sustained me,'] Supported me. In the midst of 
my troubles and dangers, I laid me down in peace, uid 
slept without fear, trusting to die Lord. This is a very 
suitable verse for every one to repeat, on bis first rising in 
the morning. 

Ver, 7, the cheek-hone — the teeth] This is a comparison 
made from fierce animals ; their chief power of doii^ hurt 
is fiiom their teeth and cheek-bone, thdr mouth and jaws : 
if these were broken, their power would be gone. Hence, 
to destroy the power of an enemy is sometimes expressed 
by breaking his teeth, or smiting him on the cheek-bane, 
&c. Job xxix. 17. The Lord had formerly disabled the 
foes of David, and no doubt He would do so again. 

Ver, 8. salvation^ ^c] Safety, both of body and soul, 
is from the Lord ^ione, Prov, xxi. 31. Isaiah xlv. 
21, 22. 



Let David's example teach us, under a]l afflictknis and at all 
times, to put our wnole trust in the Lord : if we heartily pray 
to Him, and faithfullv depend upon Him, He will certainly help 
and deliver us, and lie alone can do so. Our foes, fike David's, 
may be "those of our own household." Matt. z. 36. Our 
friends and relations, instead of walking with us in the ways c€ 
<jod, may vex and oppose us : but we need not be afiraid ; there 
is help for us in God. Let us behave ourselves humbly, and 
refer the matter in prayer to our Almighty Saviour, and He will 
he our defender. In the most stormy night of trouble, we shall 
be able to sleep sweetly and securely ; and we shall go at last to 
the grave as to our beds, in hope ana comfort ; for we shall sleep 
in Jesus, and awake to glory. 

QUESTIONS. 

On what 4Kcasion was this Psalm oomposed?*— That say of 
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[Ist Day, 



my tfott/f— What did they say? — ^Why did they think God 
would not help him? — ^Why aoes God send afl9iction?— Wor- 
ship? — ^The lifter up of my head?— His holy hill? — ^Who sus- 
tained David ? — What did David therefore do ? — ^What words 
should we repeat in the morning ? — What do you mean by 
breaking the teeth, &c. ? — What is salvation ?— -Who gives it?' 
»»What does David's example teach us ? 



PSALM IV. 

Davidf pressed and insulted hy his enemies^ calls upon 
God; reproves and warns the wicked; and declares. hi9 
confidence, joy, and peace, in the Lord, 



1 Hear me when I call, O 
God of my righteousness : thou 
hast set me at liberty when I 
was in trouble; have mercy 
upon me, and hearken unto my 
prayer. 

2 O ye sons of men, how long 
will ye olaspheme mine honour : 
and nave such pleasure in vanity, 
and seek after leasing ? 

3 Know this also, that the 
Lord hath chosen to himself 
the man that is godly : when I 
call upon the Lord, he will hear 
me. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin not : 
commune with your own heart. 



and in your chamber, and be 
still. 

5 Ofier the sacrifice of rights 
eousness : and put your trust 
in the Lord. 

6 There be many that say : 
Who will shew us any good ? 

7 Lord, lift thou up uie light 
of thycountenance upon us. 

8 Thou hast put gladness in 
my heart : since the time that 
their com, and wine, and oil 
increased. 

9 I will lay me down in peace, 
and take my rest : for it is thou. 
Lord, only, that makest me 
dwell in safety. 



Ver. 1. God of my righteousness:"] Thou, whom I serve 
in righteousness, who makest me righteous, and acceptest 
me as Thy righteous servant. 

Fer. 2. will ye blaspheme, ^c] Will ye speak evil of 
that which is my honour and glory ; of my government 
and the service of my God ; also of God Himself. — in 
vanity,"] In your vain and foolish strife against me ; and 
in leasing, in deceit and lying. As the people blasphemed 
and uttered lies against David, so did their children after- 
wards against Christ ; but all in vain. 

Ver, 3. the man that is godly : ^c] The Lord hath 
chosen me His godly servant, 'Hhe man after His awn 
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heart," to be king. 1 Sam. xiii. 14; xvi. 6 — 18. The 
Lord chooses only such as will be godly, and they whom 
He chooses shall stand. 

Fer. 4. commune^ ^c] Converse with your heart, con- 
sider and examine it in your chamber, when you are quiet 
and undisturbed. . / 

Fer. 5. the sacrifice of righteousness :] No sacrifice or 
service can be pleasing to God without a righteous heart 
and character ; that is your best sacrifice ; be satisfied with 
nothing else. 

Fer, 6. many that say : ^c] Our enemies say of us ; 
many say so of themselvesy not knowing where to look for 
real happiness ; even the righteous, under severe trials, 
may be tempted to complain in this sad manner. David 
looks to the mercy of God, as to the countenance of a 
friend, cheering like the light of the sun. See ver. ?• 

Fer. 8. since the time, ^c] It means more than in the 
time when their eartlily blessings increased, as in the Bible 
version. My spiritual gladness is far greater than their 
earthly gladness. 

Fer, 9.] This last verse is very proper to be used on 
going to rest at night. 



*'In every thing by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
giving, let your requests be made known unto God." Phil. iy. 
6. Let the sense of past mercies lead us to pray earnestly and 
faithfully to our heavenly Father, whatever trouble we may b* 
called to endure : He can set us at liberty, as He has done His 
servants in all ages. Be it our only care to approve ourselves 
as His chosen people, in the way of *' righteousness and true 
holiness," and tnus throu^ the merits of our Saviour we shall 
obtain peace at the last. Even, indeed, under the afflictions of 
life, we shall be far happier than the ungodly, in all their pros- 
perity and all their thoughtless mirth. Take heed, ye foolish 
and wicked; take comfort, ye wise and righteous. Though 
there be war without, there will be peace within ; and we shall 
sleep in safety. " Happy the Christian, who having nightly, 
with the words of this verse, (ver. 9>) committed himself to his 
bed as to his grave, shall at last, with the same words, resign 
himself to his grave as to his bed, from which he expects in dae 
time to arise, and sing a morning hymn, with the children of 
the resurrection." 
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[UtDay. 



QIIB6TI0N8. 



O God of my righteousness ? — How Ions will ye blaspheme 
mine honour ? — What is leasing ? — Whom aid the Lord choose? 
— What is to commune ? — ^The sacrifice of righteousness ? — 
What is the light of God'« countenance ? — ^How may the righte- 
ous lay themselves down ? — Why may they lie down in peace i 



PSALM V. 

David entreats that his prayer may he heard, and resolves 
to continue in prayer ; trusting in God*s mercy to the riyhte^ 
ous believer, and declaring His just judgment upon the unre^ 
penting sinner* 



1 Ponder my words, O Lord: 
consider my meditation. 

2 O hearken thou unto the 
voice of my calling, my King, 
and my God : for unto thee will 
I make my prayer. 

3 My voice shalt thou hear 
hetimes, O Lord : early in the 
morning will I direct my prayer 
unto thee, and will look up. 

4 For tnou art the God that 
hast no pleasure in wickedness : 
neithear shcJl any evil dwell with 
thee. 

5 Such as be foolish shall not 
atand in thy sight : for thou 
hatest aU tnem that work va- 
nity. 

6 Thou shalt destroy them 
that speak leasing : the Lord 
will abhor both the blood- 
thirety and deceitful man. 

7 But AS for me, I will come 
into thine house, even upon the 
multitude of thy mercy : and in 
thy fear will I worship toward 
thy holy temj^e. 



S Lead me, 'O Lord, in thy 
righteousness, because of mine 
enemies : make thy way plain 
before my face. 

9 For there is no faithfnlneaa 
in his mouth : their inward 
parts are very wickedness. 

10 Their throat is an open 
sepulchre : they flatter with 
their tongue. 

11 Destroy thou them, O 
God ; let them perish through 
their own imagmations : cast 
l^em out in the multitude of 
thdr ~ ungodliness ; for tiiey 
have rebelled against thee. 

12 And let all them that put 
their trust in thee rejoice : they 
shall ever be giving of thankfli, 
because thou defendest them ; 
they that love thy name shall 
be joyful in thee. 

13 For thou. Lord, wilt gifs 
thy blessing unto the righteous : 
and with thy favourable kind- 
ness wilt tmm defend \mn u 
with a shield. 



Ver, 1. Ponder my words, ^c] Attend to Hiy ukQrds 
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iand consider my anouoas l^ugkU ; the fears and sorrenv 
which break out in fervent prayer. , 

Ver. 5. Such as he foolish] The wicked. To live in sin, 
is the greatest folly in the world ; it destroys our true hap- 
piness, by making God our enemy. 

Fer. 6. that speak leasing :] That speak lies. 

Fer, 8. make thy way plain] Give me a clear under- 
standing of Thy will, and grace sincerely to obey it. 

Fer. 10. Their throaty ^c] They open their mouths 
wide, and there comes fordi all manner of filthiness, as if 
firom a grave ; St. Paul quotes this, to ^ow the wickedness 
of ynankind, both Jews aad Gentiles. Rom. iii. 13. 

Fer, 11. Destroy thou them, ^c.} From these, and 
many other like words, it has been said, that David was 
possessed of a spirit of malice and revenge. This is not 
true : David desired the good of his enemies, and did all 
he could to turn and serve them ; but when he found they 
would not hear, he left them for justice and severity. It 
is as if he had said, " they must or they will be destroyed." 
— th'eir ewn imaginations :] Their own thoughts and evil 
designs. — in the muUiiude,] In their great and maadSM 
wickedness. 

Fer. IS. €U with a shield^ ^c.] As a shield defends the 
warrior in battle, so does the unseen power of God defend 
His people in the midst of all their enemies, earthly and 
spiritual. 



The Lord is always ready to hear the prayers of His servants; 
more ready to hear than they are to pray. In all their thoughts 
and works and ways, the Holy Spirit will be their help and 
guide ; and in every sorrow th^ consolation. '' Blessed are 
tiiey that mourn, for they shall be comlorted." Though their 
enemies be ready to swallow them, the Lord will stand by them 
and save them : they alone are wise, because they alone are 
safe, who place themselves under His almighty protection, 
liie children of this world may boast of their wisdom, and think 
the servant of God weak and foolish : but they often find them- 
selves mistaken even in the present life, and, at last, they wXL 
see their folly and lament it bitterly. O let us seek the protec- 
tion of our heavenly Father day by day : eariy in the morning, 
before we go forth from our chamber, be it always our first care, 
to commit ourselves, and all that belong to us, to the keeping 
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of the Lord of heayen and earth : let our waking thoughts be 
witii Him ; and our first words, the words of prayer : so shall 
we Be protected from danger through the day : so shall we *' go 
on our way rejoicing." 

QUESTIONS, 

What do you mean by pondering ? — What by meditation?— 
When should God hear our voice and our prayer ? — ^Who are 
the foolish ?— What shall they not do ?— Whom does God hate^ 
— Whom will He destroy ?— Whom abhor?— Make Thy way 

flain before my face? — What is the throat of the wicked? — 
low an open sepulchre? — ^What (^d David mean b^ calling 
upon God to destroy the wicked ? — ^What by their imagmationa? 
^What by the multitude of their ungodliness ? — How will God 
defend the righteous ? 



iSbentng Eraser* 

PSALM VI. 

David wrote this Psalm when he was under some great 
sickness of body or mindy occasioned by a deep sense of sin, 
which led him to repent : on this account it is called one of 
the penitential Psalms, The others are 32, 38, 51, 102, 
130, 143. These Psalms are all used in our Church Service 
on the first day of Lent, called Ash- Wednesday. 

1 O Lord, rebuke me not 
in thine indignation : neither 
chasten me in thy displeasure. 

2 Have mercy upon me, O 
Lord, for I am weak : O Lord, 
heal me, for my bones are 
vexed. 

3 My soul also is sore trou- 
bled : but. Lord, how long wilt 
thou punish me ? 

4 Turn thee, O Lord, and 
deliver my soul : O save me 
for thy mercy's sake. 

5 For in death no man re- 
membereth thee : and who will 
give thee thanks in the pit ? 

6 I am weary of my groan- 



ing; every night wash I mv 
bed : and water my couch witn 
my tears. 

7 My beauty is gone for very 
trouble : and worn away be- 
cause of aU mine enemies. 

8 Awa^ from me, all ye that 
work vamty : for the Lord hath 
heard the voice of my weeping. 

9 The Lord hath heard my 
petition : the Lord will receive 
my prayer. 

10 All mine enemies shall be 
confounded, and sore vexed : 
they shall be turned back, and 
put to shame suddenly. 



Fer. 1. indignation:'] Anger, -^^ neither chasten, ^^c.} 
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Neither correct and punish me, while Thou art so griev- 
ously offended. 

Ver. 2. my hones, ^c,"] My sorrow for sin has worn my 
bodily frame : my very bones ache for want of rest. 

Ver. 5. in the pit ;] In the grave. If I die, I cannot 
show forth to mankind Thy goodness and power ; I cannot 
sing Thy praise, as I am resolved to do if I live. 

Ver, 6. wash I my bed :] My tears are so many, that 
they run down upon my bed. 

Ver. 7* My beauty'] My good looks, the brightness of 
my eye, and the vigour of my bodily frame. How re- 
markably does this agree with Isaiah's description of " the 
Man of sorrows," the blessed Jesus, whom David repre- 
sented : ''many were astonished at thee: his visage was 
so marred, more than any man, and his form more than the 
sons of men." Isaiah lii. 14. 

Ver. 8. the Lord hath heard, ^c] David's grief is now 
turned into joy. He had mourned, he had repented, he 
had resolved to forsake sin, and he now rejoices in the full 
hope of pardon and peace. Then he proceeds to foretel 
the shame and confusion of his enemies, ver. 10. 



If we grieve sincerelv for our sins and transgressions, and 
look for pardon througn Christy we shall have no cause to be 
distressed about any thing else ; if our sins are pardoned, we 
are recou oiled to God ; He is our friend, and we need not fear 
any enemy. Earthly troubles will arise ; pain and sickness will 
come^ the conscience will be burdened, and the flesh is weak : 
how happy then is it for us, that we have a Physician, who can 
be toucned with a feeling for our infirmities, seeing that He 
Himself once took them upon Him, and suffered for them, even 
unto the death of the cross, on which " His bones were vexed ! " 
To this Physician let us go, without delay, while He may be 
found : hear His words, '' Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Matt. zi. 28. 
Every broken spirit, every contrite heart, come to me for relief: 
come while ye may; there is no remedy in the ffrave. " Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord; for He hatn torn, and He 
will heal us ; He hath smitten, and He will bind us up." Hosea 
vi. 1. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is indignation ? — Chasten ? — Displeasure ?— What was 
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the cause of David's sorrow ?~Wliat did he do in liis fiorrow? 
—With what did he wash his hed and water his couch ? — Why 
was he afterwards jc^ful ? — What became of his enemies ? 

PSALM VIL 

David declares that he is innocent vf ^ crimes charged 
on him by his enemies, and foretels their destruction. The 
Psalm may be considered as foreshowing the perfect inno- 
cence of Christy and the ruin of His persecutors. 



1 O Lord my God^ in thee 
have I pmt ray trust : save me 
from all them that persecute 
me, anddetiverrae; 

2 Lest he devour m^ soul 
like a lion, and tear it in pieces : 
while there is none to help. 

3 O Lord my God, if I have 
done any such thing : or if 
there be any wickedness in my 
hands; 

4 If I have rewarded evil 
unto him that dealt friendly 
with me : yea, I have delivered 
him that without any cause is 
mine enemy ; 

5 Then let mine enemy per- 
secute my soul, and take me : 
yea, let him tread my life down 
upon the earth, and lay mine 
honour in the dust. 

6 Stand up, O Lord, in tiiy 
wrath, and hft up thyself, be- 
cause of the indignation of 
mine enemies : arise up for me 
in the judgement that thou hast 
commanded. 

7 And 80 shall tiie congre- 
gation of the people ccone about 
thee : for their sakes therefore 
lift up thyself again. 

8 The Lord shall judge the 
people ; give sentence with me, 
O Lord : according to my right- 
eousness, and according to the 
ianocenqr that is in me. 



9 O let the wickedness of the 
ungodlv come to an end : but 
guide tnou ^e just. 

10 For the ng^teous God ; 
tiieth the very hearts and roias. 

1 1 My help cometh of Giod : 
who preserveth them that are 
true of heart. 

12 God is a righteous Judge, 
strong and patient : and God is 
provoked every day. 

13 If a man will not turn, he 
will whet his sword : he hadi 
bent his bow, and made it 
ready. 

14 He hadi prepared for him 
the instruments of death : he 
ordaineth his arrows agaloBt 
the persecntora. 

15 Behold, be travaiiethwitli 
xmschief : ke bsdi concmed 
sorrow, and brought forth «»- 
godliness. 

16 He hath graven and idig- 
ged up a pit : and is fallen 
himself into the destruction 
that he made for other. 

1 7 For his tncvail shall come 
upon his own head : and his 
wickedness shall fall on his 
own pate. 

18 I will give thanks unto 
the Lord, according to lus 
righteousness : and I will praise 
the name of the Lord most 
high. 
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Ver. 1. persecute] Tt> follow any oae with intent to kill 
or hurt. 

Ver. 2. Lest he devour] Lest my enemy devour ; pwK 
bably it means Saul, who persecuted David. 1 Sam. xsdi. 
9—19; xxiii.26— 28. 

Ver, 3. any mckedness] Any such wickedness as I am 
accaised of ^ Jesus Christ alone, the true Davids was alto- 
gether free from sin. 1 Pet. ii. 22. 

Fer. 4. yea, I home delivered] David was so £ir from 
having done evil to Saul, when at peace witli him, that he 
twice saved the life of this his great enemy, who hated him 
without a cause. 1 Sam, xxiv. xxvi. 

Ver, 5. lay mine honour ^ ^c] Let him destroy my cha- 
racter, let him hory my good name, along with my body, 
in the grave. 

Ver, 6, lift up thyself] Gro up, and sit upon Thy hi^ 
seat of justice : spoken after the custom of men. — the 
judgement, ^c,] God hath often commanded His servants 
to execute judgment upon His enemies : David therefore;, 
since the/ would not turn,, now calls upon God to cut them 
off irom troubling His Church ; just as Christ denounced 
judgment upcm the Jewish people. 

Ver, 8. according to my righteousness, ^c] According 
as Thou knowest me to have been righteous in my conduct 
towards my enemies, and innocent of the evU laid to my 
charge. 

Ver, 10. the very hearts and reins] The most seccet 
desires mid thoughts. The reins are, propeiiy, the kidneys. 
Ver, 12. 6W is provoked, ^c] And yet, though pro- 
voked, in mercy delays His judgment, to see if men wiU 
repent. Though strong and able to punish, yet He is pa- 
tient and forbearing. How ought this great *' goodness of 
God to lead us to repentance ! '* Rom, ii. 4. 

Ver, 13. He will whet, ^c] God will be makii^ ready 
the instruments of destruction, as a warrior before the 
battle whets his sword, and bends his bow, and sets his 
arrows {ver, 14) against an enemy. The wrath of the 
Lord may be slow, but it is always sure, if men will not 
turn and serve Him. 

Ver. 15. he iravcdleth with mischief:] He, that is, the 
ungodly man, has his heart big with acnischief : he has been 
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conceiving and plotting misery for me ; but it shall fall 
upon himself: all his schemes are brought forth, or exe- 
cuted in ungodliness ; and so must end in ruin. 

Ver, 16. He hath graven] He hath cut in the ground 
a place for a pit, and digged it out. They used to dig pits 
to catch wild beasts in : so it means, '' he has been secretly 
planning to catch and to kill me." Saul and others did so 
against David : the Jews did so continually against Christ* 
— -fallen himself S^cJ] It is frequently seen in the world, 
that the wicked fall into their own snares ; and we have 
several examples of this in Scripture. Saul was overthrown 
by those Philistines whom he would have made the instru- 
ments of cutting off David. 1 Sam, xxxi. 1 — 6. Haman 
was hanged on his own gallows. Esther vii. 19. The 
cruel people who cast Daniel into the den of lions, perished 
there themselves. Dan. vi. 24. And the Jews, who led 
the Romans to crucify Christ, were themselves, by the Ro- 
mans, crucified in vast numbers ; as we learn from Jose^ 
phus, book V. chap. 11. So truly does Solomon say of the 
wicked, ** Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices.** Prov. i. 31. 

Fer, 17* his travait] That with which he was so big, his 
mischief. — pate.'] Head. 



We learn from this Psalm, that theidckedness of the ungodly 
shall come to an end : that God lets them alone and bears with 
them for a time : but if they go on in their wickedness^ He pre* 
pares for them the punishments they deserve, and often 'makes 
them the instruments of their own ruin. Let us fear and serve 
the Lord betimes ; let us avoid every thing which may expose 
us to His displeasure ; and trust in Him for deliverance from 
every danger and every enemy. Thus we shall be able ** to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." Eph. 
vi. 13. To stand even on the latter day, when men and angels 
shall lift up their voices and cry out together, " Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, and true is thy judgement." Psalm csix. 137* 

QUESTIONS. 

What is it to persecute ? — Who sought to devour David ? — 
What was he like ? — ^What is the meaning of '* lay mine honour 
in the dust ?" — How was God to lift up Himself? — In what sense 
was David righteous and without wickedness ? — ^What do you 
mean by the nearts and reins? — How is God described as a 
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Judge ? — God wDl whet His sword ? — Hath bent His bow ? — 
Ordaineth His arrows ? — ^What is meant bvthe ungodly digging 
a pit ? — Give some example of the wickea falling by their own 
devices and snares. — ^What do you mean by his own pate ? 



PSALlVf VIII. 

The glory of God is displayed in the works of Creation 
and in His great love to man ; also the wonderful conde- 
scension of the Lord Jesus as Messiah^ and His last great 
triumph when He ascended into the heavens : On this ac-- 
count, our Church has appointed this Psalm to be read on 
the Ascension Dag, 



1 O Lord our Govemour, 
how excellent is thy name in all 
the world : thou that hast set 
thy glory above the heavens 1 

2 Out of the mouth of very 
babes and sucklings hast thou 
ordained strength, because of 
thine enemies : that thou might- 
est still the enemy, and the 
ayenger. 

3 For T will consider thy 
heavens, even the works of thy 
fingers : the moon and the stars, 
which thou hast ordained. 

4 What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him : and the Son 
of man, that thou visitest him ? 

Ver, 2. ordained strength,] Thou hast so settled it, that 
the meanest and weakest of Thy creatures shall show forth 
Thy glory. Thou makest them strong, and so declarest 
Thy power by them. Thus David slew the giant. 1 Sam* 
xvii. 45 — 49. Thus the little children in the temple cried, 
''Hosannah to the Son of David," in the midst of His 
wicked enemies, thereby exactly fulfilling these words of 
the Psalm. Matt. xxi. 16. And thus, as the Gospel spread, 
the weak prevailed against the strong, the few against the 
many, the sheep against the wolves. Matt. x. 16. Luke 
xii. 32. 1 Cor. i. 25—29. 

Ver. 3. the moon and the stars,"] It is thought that David 
composed this Psalm at night, when the moon and the 



5 lliou madest him lower 
than the angels : to crown him 
with glory and worship. 

6 Thou makest him to have 
dominion of the works of thy 
hands : and thou hast put all 
things in subjection under his 
feet; 

7 All sheep and oxen : yea, 
and the beasts of the field ; 

8 The fowls of the air, and 
the fishes of the sea : and what- 
soever walketh through the 
paths of the seas. 

9 O Lord our Govemour : 
how excellent is thy Name in 
all the world I 
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gtars were shiaing brightly above faim. These were caBed 
by a figure, the work of God's fingers, i. e. they were made 
by Him. 

Fer. 4. What is many"] In the midst of all this glory in 
the heavens, wonderful is it, that man, fallen man, should 
be minded and regarded by ^e great Creator ; visited with 
the tokens of His love, even with the goodr tidings of 
salvation ! 

Fer, 5. Tlwu madest him lower] Man is but little 
lower than the angels, and yet may attain to a crown of 
glory and honour. The verse however chiefly alludes to 
Christ, the ** Son of God," and " Son of Man," who, in 
taking upon Him our flesh, was made lower than the 
angels, but was aflerwards *' exalted with great triumph 
unto His kingdom in heaven." The Apostle applies ibe 
passage in this manner, showing clearly that Jesns was the 
subject of David's song. Heb, ii. 5 — 9. 

Fer, 6. to have domiman] To have rule. This verse, 
(as also ver, 7» 8,) describing the dominion of Adam over 
the creation, was intended to foreshow the sovereign power 
and dominion of Chiist over all the world. Heh. ii. 8. 
What the first Adam lost by transgression, the second 
Adam (Jesus Christ) regained by His perfect obedience. 
Accordingly we hear Him saying, after His resurrection, 
*' All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.'* 
Mutt, xxviii. 18. See also Phil, ii. -5 — 11. 

Fer, 8.] The Psalm ends, as it began, with repeating 
the praise of Jehovah for the glorious works of creation 
and redem,ption. 



** Who can express the noble acts of the Lord, or show forth 
all His praise ? " How grand and astonishing is the view of the 
heavens ! How is the mind filled, how lost in wonder, as we 
behold the moon travelling in her brightness through the dark 
blue sky, in the midst of ten thousand times ten thousand stars! 
What an idea does it give us of the power and glory of the 
Creator ! and yet but a poor idea. Far higher He is than the 
highest heavens ; yea, they are as nothing in comparison. " Be- 
hold even to the moon, and it shineth not ; yea, the stars are not 
pure in His sight. How much less man, that is a worm ? and the 
SOB of man, which is a worm ?'' Job xxv. 5, 6. Yet the Lord 
hath respect imto us, and ** loadeth us watii His benefits," un* 
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worthy as we are. Yea, the eternal Son of God has humbled 
Himself for our sakes ; to recover us from our fallen condition^ 
and to show us better thinf^s to come. He has died and won 
the crown, that we may die and win it also. Weak we are, 
but we go forth in His strength and not our own : unworthy 
we are; but "worthy is the Lamb!" Blessed Jesus! ''how 
excellent is Thy name in all the world! " Blessing and honour 
and glory and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And let all the people 
say. Amen, 

QUESTIONS. 

Out of what did God ordain strength ? — What is meant by 
this verse? — How and when was it applied byour Lord? — 
When did the weak prevail over the strong ?^ Whom did God 
make lower than the angels ? — And why ? — Over what has man 
dominion ? — Who gave it him ? — What other dominion is here 
alluded to ? — How does the Psalm begin and end ? 



THE SECOND DAY. 

PSALM IX. 

David praises God for the destruction of enemies^ and 
prays for future deliverances ; and the language he uses^ 
both of praise and prayer, is suited to the Church in all 
ages. 



1 I will give thanks unto 
thee, O Lora, with iny whole 
heart : I will speak of all thy 
marvellous works. 

2 I will be glad and rejoice 
in thee : yea, my songs will I 
make of thy Name, O thou 
most Highest. 

3 While mine enemies are 
driven back : they shall fall and 
perish at thy presence. 

4 For thou hast maintained 
my right and my cause : thou 
art set in the throne that judg- 
est right. 



5 Thou hast rebuked the 
heathen, and destroyed the 
ungodly : thou hast put out 
their name for ever and ever. 

6 O thou enemy, destruc- 
tions are come to a perpetual 
end : even as the cities which 
thou hast destroyed ; their 
memorial is perished with 
them. 

7 But the Lord shall endure 
for ever : he hath also prepared 
his seat ^or judgement. 

8 For he shall judge the world 
in righteousness : and minister 
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trae judgement unto the peo- 
ple. 

9 The Lord also will be a 
defence for the oppressed : even 
a refuge in due time of trou- 
ble. 

10 And they that know thy 
Name will put their trust in 
thee : for thou. Lord, hast never 
failed them that seek thee. 

11 O praise the Lord which 
dwelleth in Sion : show the 
people of his doings. 

12 For when he maketh in- 
quisition for blood, he remem- 
Dereth them : and forgetteth not 
the complaint of the poor. 

13 Have mercy upon me, 
O Lord ; consider the trouble 
which I suffer of them that 
hate me : thou that liftest me 
up from the gates of death. 

14 That I may show all thy 
praises within the ports of the 



daughter of Sion : I will re- 
joice in thy salvation. 

15 The heathen are sunk 
down in the pit thatlhey made: 
in the same net which they hid 
privily is their foot taken. 

16 The Lord is known to 
execute judgement : the ungod- 
ly is trapped in the work of his 
own hanas. 

17 The wicked shaU be turn- 
ed into hell : and all the people 
that forget God. 

18 For the poor shall not 
alway be forgotten : the patient 
abiding d[ the meek shall not 
perish for ever. 

19 Up, Lord, and let not 
man have the upper hand : let 
the heathen be judged in thy 
sight. 

20 Put them in fear, O Lord : 
that the heathen may know 

I themselves to be but men. 



Ver. 1. marvellous'] Very wonderful. 

Fer. 6. to a perpetual end, ^c] To a lasting end, to an 
end for ever. Thy work of destruction, O enemy, is at an 
end ; thou art now like the cities which thou didst formerly 
destroy ! their remembrance is lost with them ; and thou 
also shalt be remembered no more. Such was the case 
with most of the nations which fought against David and 
Israel ; such has already been the case with many people 
that have fought against Christ and His people ; and in due 
time His enemies will all utterly perish, and be heard of no 
more. — their memorial] Psalm cix. 14. 

Fer, 8. minister] Shall give, shall deal out righteous 
judgment. 

Fer, 10. thy name] Thy mercy, wisdom, and power. 
Prov, xviii. 10. 

Fer. 11. dwelleth in Sion:] God showed forth His glory 
and revealed His will on the mercy-seat, above the ark, 
which was in the tabernacle on Mount Sion ; and therefore 
He was said to dwell there. Exod, xxv. 21, 22. 

Fer. 12. inquisition^ ^c] When He maketh inquiry, when 
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He taketb account of the blood of His servants, which has 
been shed, and which has cried up to heaven against the 
murderers, as the blood of Abel did. Gen, iv. 10. Isaiah 
xxvi. 21 . Thus also of the blood of Christ ; it has been upon 
the shedders of it, according to their own blind prayer. 
Matt, xxvii. 25. — remembereth,~\ God remembereth His 
people, and them that trust in Him (ver, 10), when He 
punisheth his enemies. 

Fer. 13. from the gates of death,'] From the entrance 
to the grave and the unseen world. 

Ver, 14:, within the ports] Within the gates of Jerusalem. 
The daughter of a city or place means the people, the in- 
habitants ; the city being, as it were, their parent. 

Fer, 15, 16.] See on Psalm vii. 15, 16. 

Fer, 17. into hell:] The word hell, in this as in many 
other passages, probably means the grave, or the state of the 
dead. It is true that all the wicked, who repent not, will 
''go away into everlasting punishment." Matt, xxv. 46. 
But here David seems to foretel that all the people, or 
nations, that forget God, and serve Him not, shall be de- 
stroyed. There might be some good people amongst them, 
and they would be singled out and saved. 

Fer, 18. not alv>ay] That is, shall never be forgotten 
— HBhall never perish. 

Fer, 20. to he hut men,] To be but weak and helpless 
men, who cannot stand against Thee, the Almighty God ; 
and therefore had better submit to Thy teaching and law. 

AU our mercies should be acknowledged before God in heart- 
felt praises ; the whole glory of every deliverance and blessiiijg 
belongs to Him ; we should take delight in showing forth His 
marvellous works done to ourselves and to all his people ; and no 
words can be more suitable than the beginning of this Psalm. 
And seeing what God has hitherto done for us and His Church, 
at all times, we must entirely depend upon Him for evermore. 
His enemies may stand their ground for a season, but they will 
not triumph at last ; they never did, and never will. The eter- 
nal God has already prepared His throne for judgment, and 
"every man shall be rewarded according to his deeds." The 
unbeliever and ungodly shall be brought to shame, and perish; 
the believer and the righteous shall lift up their heads with joy» 
and be saved. ''Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength." Isa, xxvi. 4, 
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QUESTIONS. 

What is marvellous ? — What do you mean by destructions 
coming to a perpetual end ? — ^What is a memorial ? — How shall 
God jud^e the world ?— They that know Thy name ? — ^Which 
dwelleth in Sion ?— What is it to make inquisition ? — ^When will 
God make inquisition? — ^The gates of death? — The ports of 
thedaughter of Sion?— Shall not perish for ever? — ^To be but 
men? 



PSALM X. 

The former part of this Psalm describes the character of 
some wicked and cruel enemy, or enemies, who persecuted 
David and the Church in his day ; and, no doubt, was in- 
tended to deserve the enemies of Christ and His Church. 
The Psalmist then proceeds to commit the cause to the Lord, 
in prayer and praise. 



1 Why standest thou so far 
off, O Lord : and hidest thy face 
in the needful time of trouble ? 

2 The ungodly for his own 
lust doth persecute the poor: 
let them be taken in the crafty 
wiliness that they have ima- 
gined. 

3 For the ungodly hath made 
boast of his own heart's desire : 
and speaketh good of the covet- 
ous, whom God abhorreth. 

4 The ungodly is so proud, 
that he careth not for God: 
neither is God in all his 
thoughts. 

5 His ways are always griev- 
ons: thy judgements are far 
above out of his sight, and 
llierefore defieth he all his ene- 
nnes. 

6 For he hath said in his 
heart. Tush, I shall never be 
0B8t down: there shall no harm 
happen unto me. 

7 His mouth is full of curs- 
ing, deceit, and fraud: under 



his tongue is ungodliness and 
vanity. 

8 He sitteth lurking in the 
thievish corners of the streets : 
and privily in his lurking dens 
doth he murder the innocent ; 
his eyes are set against the 
poor. 

9 For he lieth waiting se- 
cretly ; even as a lion lurketh 
he in his den: that he may 
ravish the poor. 

10 He doth ravish the poor : 
when he getteth him into his net. 

11 He faileth down, and 
humbleth himself: that the 
congregation of the poor may 
fall into the hands of his cap- 
tains. 

12 He hath said in his heart. 
Tush, God hath forgotten : He 
hideth away his face, and he. 
will never see it. ' 

13 Arise, O Lord God, and 
lift up thine hand : forget not 
the poor. 

14 Wherefore should tbe* 
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wicked blaspheme God : while 
he doth say in his heart. Tush, 
thou, God, carest not for it. 

15 Surelv thou hast seen it: 
for thou benoldest ungodliness 
and wrong. 

16 That thou mayest take 
the matter into thine hand : the 
poor committeth himself unto 
thee ; for thou art the helper of 
the friendless. 

17 Break thou the power of 
the UDgodly and malicious : take 



I away his ungodliness, and thou 
shalt find none. 

18 The Lord is King forever 
and ever : and the heathen are 
perished out of the land. 

19 Lord, thou hast heard the 
desire of the poor: thou pre- 
parest their heart, and thine 
ear hearkeneth thereto, 

20 To help the fatherless and 
poor unto then: right : that the 
man of the earth be no more 
exalted against them. 



Ver 1. Why standest thou so far offf'] As if thou 
wouldest neither see , nor help : as if Thou didst hide Thy 
face, that Thou migbtest not behold die sufiering of Thy 
peo{^e. 

Ver. 2. For his own lust] In his wicked passion, to 
gratify his proud and cruel desires. — the poor :] The weak 
and helpless man.— in the crafty wiliiiess] In the cunning 
devices. 

Ver, 3.] This verse contains two marks of a very 
wicked man : he not (Mily desires evil, but makes a boast of 
it, "glorying in his shame," Phil, iii. 19 ; not only does 
what is wrong, but delights in and praises ungodly people, 
whom the Lord abhorreth or hateth. Rom, i. 32. 

Ver. 5, always grievous :] Always offensive and hurtful. 
— therefore defieth he] Since he fears no judgment, he fears 
no enemy, and behaves himself in a proud and insulting 
manner. 

Ver. 6. Tush,] a word of contempt. 

Ver. 7. under his tongue] Concealed and ready to be 
shot forth, like the poison of a serpent. 

Ver. 8. in the thievish corners] In the dark secret 
comers, where thieves lie hid. — privily] Privately, 
secretly. 

Ver. 9. that he may ravish] That he may catch and 
destroy the innocent. 

Ver. 11. humhleih himself:] Pretends to be humble 
and to flatter them, that he may ensnare them the more 
easily. How continually did the proud Scribes and Phari- 
sees act thus towards our Lord ! Luke xx. 19 — 23. 
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Fer, 12. God hath forgotten :] Because God doth not 
punish immediately, they conclude that He does not observe, 
and will never punish at all. '* Because sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore," &c. 
EccL viii. 13. 

Fer, 13.] If such be the deceitfulness of the wicked, 
what resource have we against them but in prayer ? 

Fer, 17. and thou shalt find none."] " Till," or, " until 
thou find none." — Bible version. Take his ungodliness 
away, more and more, till there be none remaining. 

Fer. 18. The heathen are perished'} As ihe inhabitants 
of Canaan had been destroyed before the face of Israel ; so 
should all the enemies of the Lord and of His Church 
perish for evermore. 

Fer. 19. Thou preparest their heart ;] These words 
are very striking: God gives His people the grace to 
pray, and then listens to their prayer. He inclines their 
heart to Him, and then blesses their godly desires : so 
true are the words of the Apostle, ''It is God that work- 
eth in you," &c. Phil. ii. 13. So true is the language of 
our Church at evening prayer, " O God, from whom all 
holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do pro- 
ceed," &c. 



The Church, situated as it is in an evil world, must suffer 
affliction for a season ; and every member thereof must expect 
his share. The wicked hate the godly» because they hate Grodi 
and Satan, their master, puts it into their hearts to oppose, aUd 
revile, and injure, every faithful servant of the Lord. ThD^ 
said Jesus to His disciples : " If ye were of the world, the worla 
would love his own : but because ye are not of the world; but 
t have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you." John. zv. 19. This is our trial; but God, if we heartily 
pray to Him and depend upon Him, will support us under it, 
and carry us safely through. He may sometimes, for the sake 
of proving our faith, '* hide His face from us," may withdraw 
the comfort of His Holy Spirit, and appear as if He had left us 
alone in the world : even the blessed Jesus was left to cry, 
" M^ God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me V Matt. 
xzvu. 46. But the Lord does never forget those who trust in 
Him ; the doad will pass away, and His grace will shine more 
brightly upon them. He sets bounds to every enemy, and 
every trial. He says to the wicked, " Hitherto shall ye go, 
and no farther ;" and when they have run the course permitted 
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them, they perish : their ^oy, and the sorrows of the righteous, 
are alike but for a moment : their miser}% and the happiness of 
the righteous, are aUke eternal. 

QUESTIONS. 

What do you mean by God's standing afar off, and hiding His 
face ? — ^Who are meant by the poor ? — Crafty wiliness ? — What 
is meant hjtush? — What is under the tongue of the wicked ?— 
What does it mean? — ^Thievish corners? — Privily? — Ravish? 
— Why did the ungodly one fall down and humble himself? — 
What heathen nations had perished out of the land ? — What 
does God do to enable the righteous to pray?— What do we 
learn from this psalm ? 



PSALM XI. 

David heing advised to leave his throne and flj/, on ac* 
count of the malice of his enemies, expresses his trust in the 
Almighty God, who destroys the wicked, and exalts the 
righteous* 



1 In the Lord put I my 
trust : how say ye then to my 
soul. That she should flee as a 
bird unto the hill ? 

2 For lo, the ungodly bend 
their bow, and make ready their 
arrows within the quiver : that 
they may privily shoot at them 
which are true of heart. 

3 For the foundations will 
be cast down : and what hath 
the righteous done ? 

4 The Lord is in his holy 
temple : the Lord's seat is in 
beaven. 

5 His eyes consider the poor : 

Ver* 1. how say ye then, ^'c] Why then do ye speak 
to me as if my life were in danger ? Why do ye advise 
me to fly to some mountain for safety, as a poor timid 
bird? 

Ver. 2, 3. For lo, ^c] These two verses show the 
reason why David's friends recommended him to fly: 
*^ Behold," say they, "the imgodly are bending their bow, 

c 



and his eye-lids try the children 
of men. 

6 The Lord alloweth the 
righteous : but the ungodly, 
and him that delighteth in 
wickedness, doth his soul ab- 
hor. 

7 Upon the ungodly he shall 
rain snares, fire and brimstone, 
storm and tempest : this shall 
be their portion to drink. 

8 For the righteous Lord 
loveth righteousness : his coun- 
tenance will behold the thing 
that is just. 
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they are preparing to shoot at you as at a hird ; righteous- 
ness and justice (which are the very foundations of safety 
and good government) are nearly destroyed;" and what 
hath the righteous done, or what can he do, to secure him- 
self in such times as these ? — the quiver :] A box or case 
to hold arrows. 

Ver. 4. The Lord, <^c.] This is the answer of David 
to his mistaken friends : Why should I fly ? The Lord is 
still in His holy temple, and will hear my prayer ; the 
throne of God is still in heaven : He is still the Governor 
and Judge of the world, still the Protector of Israel and 
every true servant, whatever man may threaten or do. 

Fer. 5. his eye-lids try] He sees, or knows, the most 
secret designs of men, and reserves them all for just judg- 
ment. 

Ver, 6. alloweth'] Approves and accepts. 

Ver. 7* shall rain snares^ Shall send snares, tempts 
ations, and troubles thick upon them like a heavy rain ; 
they shall have many trials. — fire and brimstone, ^c] The 
language of this verse is taken from the awful judgments 
on Sodom tmd Gomorrah. Gen, xix. 24, 25. So shall 
all the wicked be punished : and this is an emblem of the 
future destruction of the wicked. Jttde ver. 7. Rev,r 
XX. 10. — this shall he their portion to drink.] This shall 
be their lot. Each of the guests at a table had frequently 
his portion of liquor set before him in a cup : from this 
custom, the dealings of God with men, whether of joy or 
sorrow, are oflen called the portion of their cup, or their 
portion to drink. See Luke xxii. 42. 

Ver, 8. loveth righteousness ;] God loves that which is 
like Himself : His countenance will behold, that is, He will 
look with favour upon the thing that is just. 



The Christian, in times of trouble and danger, shoidd do as 
David did, put his whole trust in the Lord ; and not be ready to 
desert his place and his duty, at the wish of weak or timorous 
friends. Go where he will, he will not be beyond the reach of 
trouble ; temptations are every where, and so is the grace of 
God. The wicked, however proud or mighty, cannot move 
God from His throne. He is present with every one of us ; 
with the good and the evil ; to give their due recompense to 
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both ; loving the one, and hating the other ; exalting the one, 
and humbling the other. Often, in this life, we can see the 
working of His power, in mercy and in judgment : the earthly 
deliverances and blessings which He sends to His people are a 
foretaste of their everlasting deliverance from sin ana death, and 
their happiness in heaven : the plagues, which He sends upon 
the ungodly here, are but the sad and feeble foreshowings of 
that dreadful place, ** where their worm dieth not, and the lire 
is not quenched." Mark ix. 44. 46. 48. Righteous Lord, give 
us grace to serve Thee here in righteousness, that Thou mayest 
be our portion for ever ! 

QUESTIONS. 

In whom did David trust? — What did his friends say to 
him ? — What did they say to his soul ? — ^Why did they give 
such advice ? — Did David follow it ? — What did he say ?— 
What did he mean by the Lord's being in His temple ? — And 
His seat ?— By His eye-lids trying the children of men ?— What 
will He do to the wicked ? — What does this description allude 
to?— Of what is it the sign? — Their portion to drink ? — What 
should we then do ? 



iSbenmg ^rager, 

PSALM XII. 

• David laments the decay of godly men, speaks of the 
false and foul tongues of his wicked enemies, and comforts 
himself with the pure word of God, who wUl surely keep his 
promises. 



1 Help me. Lord, for there 
is not one godly man left : 
for the faithful are minished 
from among the children of 
men. 

2 They talk of vanity every 
one with his neighbour : they 
do but flatter with their lips, 
and dissemble in their double 
heart. 

3 The Lord shall root out all 
deceitful lips : and the tongue 
that speaketh proud things ; 

4 Which have said, With our 



tongue will we prevail : we are 
they that oaght to speak, who is 
lord over us ? 

5 Now for the comfortless 
troubles' sake of the needy : 
and because of die deep sighing 
of the poor ; 

6 I will up, saith the Lord : 
and will help every one from 
him that swelleth against him, 
and wiU set him at rest. 

7 The words of the Lord are 
pure words : even as the silver, 
which from the earth is tried^ 
2 
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and purified seven times in the 
fire. 

8 Thou shalt keep them, O 
Lord : thou shalt preserve him 
from this generation for ever. 



9 The ungodly walk on 
every side : when they are ex- 
altea, the children of men are 
put to rebuke. 



Ver, 1. are minished] Are lessened in number, are 
taken away. All the people about Saul and his court were 
become corrupt ; there was nobody to be trusted. 

Fer. 2. dissemble] Speak falsely, saying what they do 
not think, and concealing what they do think ; which shows 
their double heart and double dealing. 

Ver. 3. shall root out] Or, shall cut off. The Lord 
shall put a stop to those who speak deceitfully, and punish 
them, as if by the cutting off of their lips and tongue. 

Ver. 4. With our tongue^ ^c] We will do great things, 
and gain our purpose by violent language. — Who is lord 
over us ?] Who shall order and stop us ? 

Ver. 5, 6. Now for the comfortless troubles^ sake of the 
needy ;] This is the answer to David's cry for help. For 
the sake of those troubles of the needy which deprive them 
of comfort; for the consolation of the afflicted. — / will 
2fp,] I will arise. 

Ver, 7. are pure words :~\ Then David reflects that the 
words of the Lord are true and faithful, without any mix- 
ture of error. — Even as the silver which from the earth is 
tried,"] The pureness and goodness of silver, when put 
into a vessel of earth or clay, is tried by fire and purified 
seven times] that is, many times, from the dross which rises 
to the top when it is melted ; and so the metal becomes 
purer, and is more esteemed. Thus the word of God, 
found to be true under many and hard trials, is like the 
finest ore. 

Ver. 9. are put to rebuke.] Are scorned and trampled 
upon. The righteous are oppressed, and the wicked are 
encouraged. 



The Lord is all-sufiicient, even in the worst of times. Though 
we had not a godly neighbour left, though we could find no 
faith in the earth, though we were alone in the world, yet should 
we not be alone : the Lord would be with us, and hear our 
prayer for mercy and protection. Though there were ten thou- 
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sand tongues to slander and ruin us, God can silence them all, 
or make them conduce even to our benefit. And amid all the 
violent and false words of men, how great is the comfort of de- 
pending upon the pure and sure word of God, in which we find 
promise of support under every trouble, and of a complete deli- 
verance at the last ! However the wicked may prevail, their 
triumph is but short ; as Jesus said to the enemies who came to 
take Ilim, " This is your hour, and the power of darkness/' 
lAtke xzii. 53. But that hour will quickly pass with us, as it 
did with Him ; and the power of darkness will be overthrown ; 
** The Lord will be our everlasting light, and the days of our 
mourning shall be ended." Isaiah Ix. 20. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why does David call upon the Lord to help him P^-What is 
minished ? — Dissemble ? — With our tongue will we prevail ? — 
What is comfortless trouble? — And what the comfortless trou- 
bles' sake of the needy ? — I will up, saith the Lord ? — Even as 
the silver, &c., to what custom does this allude ? — Are put to 
rebuke? 



PSALM XIIL 

David complains^ as if forgotten and forsaken ; prays for 
help ; trusts and rejoices in God, 



1 How long wilt thou forget 
me, O Lord, for ever : how 
long wilt thou hide thy face 
from me ? 

2 How long shall I seek 
counsel in my soul, and be so 
vexed in my heart 9 how long 
shall mine enemies triumph 
over me ? 

3 Consider and hear me, O 
Lord my God : lighten mine 
eyes, that I sleep not in death. 



4 Lest mine enemy say, I 
have prevailed against him ; 
for if 1 be cast down, they that 
trouble me will rejoice at it. 

5 But my trust is in thy 
mercy : and my heart is joyful 
in thy salvation. 

6 1 will sing of the Lord, 
because he hath dealt so 
lovingly with me : yea, T will 
praise the name of the Lord 
most highest. 



Fer, 1.] We should read the verse thus, ** How long 
wilt thou forget me, O Lord ? For ever ? ** Shall it indeed 
he for ever ? — God is said to forget, or to hide His face, 
when He does not show Himself present by His mercy and 
power. 

Fer. 2. shall I seek counsel] Shall I be driven, in my 
distress, to seek the means of deliverance? How long 
shall I be so perplexed in my very soul ? 

c 3 
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Ver, 3. lighten mine eyei] Show me a way to escape, 
lest I die : give me wisdom, that I may walk safely. Or, 
it may allude to the dulness and heaviness of the eye, in 
time of sickness and grief; " make my eye bright;" revive 
me by removing my burden. — sleep not in death.'] Death 
is often described as asleep; J<A xiv. 12. «/bAn xi. 11# 
Acts vii. 60. 

Ver. 5, 6.] We may observe, that this and many other 
psalms which begin in a strain of sorrow and mourning, 
end in joy and praise. It shows how readily the grace of 
God is granted to the prayers of His faithful people ; how 
speedily He can deliver, and change the note of sadness 
into songs of rejoicing and triumph. 



The best of men are sometimes left to great uneasiness and 
'discouragement, either for the correction of their sins, or the 
trial of their faith. They may even begin to fear, that the Lord 
intends to cast them off for ever. At such moments, let them 
pray ; prayer is their best» their only sure remedy : *' Is any 
among you afflicted ? let him prav.'^ James v. 1 3. This is the 
way by which God has appointed to bestow His comfort and 
blessing ; and we can have them in no other way than His own. 
" Pray without ceasing,'* and you will certainly be delivered ; 
and either sing of the Lord upon earth for His great loving- 
kindoess, or, which is far better, sing His praises, with saints 
.and angels, in the chorus of the redeemed above. 

QUBSTIONS. 

IVhat is the subject of this Psalm ? — How do you read the 
Urst verse ? — What do you mean by God's forgetting and hiding 
His face? — How long shall I seek counsel? — Lighten mine 
eyes?— To what is death compared? — ^Why did David sing of 
the Lord ? — What do we learn from his example ? 



PSALM XIV. 

Here we see the bad character of those unbelieving people 
who were enemies to David ; and of unbelieving people in 
general. In the Lord alone can any trust be placed for 
deliverance and blessing. 

1 The fool hath said in his 2 They are corrupt, and 
heart : There is no God. become abominable in their 
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doifigs : there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

3 The Lord looked down 
from heaven upon the children 
of men : to see if there were 
any that would understand, and 
seek after God. 

4 But they are all gone out 
of the way, they are altc^ether 
become abominable : there is 
none that doeth good, no, not 
one. 

5 Their throat is an open 
sepulchre, with their tongues 
have they deceived : the poison 
of asps is under their lips. 

6 Their mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness : their 
feet are swift to shed blood. 

7 Destruction and unhappi- 
ness is in their ways, and the 



way of peace have they not 
known : there is no fear of God 
before their eyes. 

8 Have they no knowledge^ 
that they are all such workers 
of mischief: eating up my peo- 
ple as it were bread, and call 
not upon the Lord ? 

9 There were they brought 
in great fear, even where no 
fear was : for God is in the 
generation of the righteous. 

10 As for you, ye have made 
a mock at the counsel of the 
poor : because he putteth his 
trust in the Lord. 

1 1 Who shall give salvation 
unto Israel out of Sion ? When 
the Lord tumeth the captivity 
of his people : then shall Jacob 
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 



Ver, 1. The fooT] To deny God is the greatest of all 
folly and madness. The wicked are often called fools; 
and such indeed they are, having no understanding of what 
is wisest and best ; their '* foolish heart is darkened." 
Rom, i. 21. — hath said in his heart i] Has vainly imagined 
that there is no God who will call him to account. He has 
thought it and wished it within himself, though he dare not 
say and declare it openly by words. 

Ver, 2. they are corrupt^'] Probably meaning those 
wicked people, who joined Absalom against him. But the 
words may be applied to the world at large {Rom. iii, 10, 
&c.) to show the great corruption of mankind. — abomina* 
6Ze,] Hateful to good men and to God. 

Ver. 5. Their throat, ^c] See on Psalm v. 10. — asps^ 
A kind of serpent. Their words are full of mischief and 
death, like the poison of an asp. 

Ver. 8. no knowledge,"] They know nothing as they 
ought to know ; they are all so blinded with sin and folly ; 
they devour my people as men eat bread ; so thoroughly are 
they set upon wrong and cruelty. 

Fer. 9. There were they brought] By such means were 
my people (ver. 8) brought into great fear, where there was 

c 4 
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DO cause for it. God was their helper and defender ; why 
need they *' fear what man could do unto them V* 

Ver, 10. As for yow,] The wicked : ye have derided 
the counsel, the advice of me your poor persecuted king ; 
because I trust in the unseen power of God. So did the 
wicked Jews make a mock of Christ, the Son of David. 
" He trusted in God," &c. Matt, xxvii. 43. 

Fer. 11. When the Lord turneth the captivity] When 
He bringeth back His people from the place where they are 
held prisoners : or, where they have been driven to, and are 
obliged to remain, as in bondage. — Jacob and Israel] All 
the people of God. Let us raise our thoughts from such 
temporal deliverance to the salvation which is come out of 
Sion, by Jesus Christ, who delivers all true believers from 
the far more miserable bondage of sin and death. 



All the wickedness of men's words and actions springs from 
the corrupt fountain of their hearts. Even the denial of a God 
proceeds from this evil source : men love evil, think evil, do 
evil ; and thus they are led to believe that what they wish is 
true, that there is no God, who will call them to judgment. But 
many live in unbelief, who do not, dare not, confess it. The 
punishment will be the same : whether the life declare, or the 
tongue declare, it is all one ; for the Lord searcbeth the heart, 
and will judge accordingly : no enemy of His, however secret^ 
shall escape. But let us pray to be delivered from the misery 
of all sin and all unbelief ; let us pray, that *' with the heart we 
may believe unto righteousness," Rom. x. 10, and never be 
numbered with those most foolish of all people, who are living 
without God in the world, and losing their own souls. O 
Lord, set us free, by the power of Thy grace, from all such vile 
abominations ; and when at last Thou comest, with Thy holy 
angels, to set Thy people free for ever from their wicked enemy, 
may we, on that day of redemption, with Jacob rejoice, and with 
Israel be glad ! 

QUESTIONS.'] 

Who hath said in his heart ? — What has he said ? — What 
character is given of the wicked in this Psalm ? — ^What is their 
throat ? — How an open sepulchre ?— Poison of asps ? — How is it 
they have no knowledge ?— At what did they make a mock ? — 
What is turning the captivity of a people ? — Which is the worst 
of all captivity ? — Who will deliver us from it ? — And when shall 
we be fully delivered ? 
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THE THIRD DAY. 

PSALM XV. 

It has been thought that this Psalm was composed when 
David, after having been driven from Mount Sion by Absa- 
lom's rebellion, was brought bach again, 2 Sam. xv. 17. 
A description is given in it of the character of that person 
whom, God would admit to serve Him continually, and dwell 
with Him in His courts upon earth, as an emblem and for e~ 
taste of his eternal service and dwelling in heaven. This 
going up and returning of David to God's presence on this 
hill of Sion, is therefore taken as a prophetical sign of our 
blessed Lord's ascending and returning to the heavens, when 
His earthly warfare was finished. Hence the Psalm is ap" 
pointed to be read on Ascension-Day. 



1 Lord^ who shall dwell in 
thy tabernacle : or who shall 
rest upon thy holy hill ? 

2 Even he that leadeth an 
tincorrupt life : and doeth the 
thing which is right, and speak- 
eth the truth from bis heart. 

3 He that hath used no de- 
ceit in his tongue^ nor done evil 
to his neighbour : and hath not 
slandered his neighbour. 

4 He that setteth not by 



himself, but is lowly in his own 
eyes : and maketh much of 
them that fear the Lord. 

5 He that sweareth unto his 
neighbour, and disappointeth 
him not : though it were to his 
own hindrance. tf * *. *^ \ 

6 He that hath not given his 
money upon usury : nor taken 
reward against the innocent. 

7 Whoso doeth these things : 
shall never fall. 



Ver, 1. Who shall dwell — who shall rest'] David in« 
quires what are the marks and qualities of God's accepted 
servants ; of those who so worship Him on earth, as to 
have a well-grounded hope of abiding with Him for ever 
on the everlasting hill of the heavenly Jerusalem. The 
Psalmist makes no inquiry here about faith, as the ground 
of the sinner's acceptance with God ; this was another 
question : he asks what must be the sign and the fruit by 
which a believer shows himself to be " made meet to be a 
partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light ?" CoL i. 12. 

c 5 
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Fer. 2. uncorrupt] Pure and holy. David gives the 
answer as from God, declaring that a man's hope of 
heavenly favour must be shown by a holy and virtuous 
life. It was not enough for them to say that they were 
born of Abraham ; they must " do the works of Abra- 
ham.** John viii. 39. It is not enough for us to '' name 
the name of Christ;" we must "depart from iniquity." 
2 Tim. ii. 19. Matt. vii. 21. Duty to God and duty to 
man must be faithfully performed. David here chiefly 
points out the latter of these duties : in fact, duty to man is 
a part of our duty to God, for God has commanded it. 

Fer. 4. that setteth not by himself, ^ That doth not think 
much of himself ; not "more highly than he ought to think." 
Rom. xii. 3. 

Fer. 6. his money upon usury :] Usury was the interest 
paid for money lent : and the rich were forbidden to take 
any usury from a needy brother. Exod. xxii. 25 — 27. 
Deut, xxiii. 19, 20. — nor taken reward against the inno~ 
cent,'\ Who never takes a bribe to speak or act against an 
innocent man. 

Fer. 7. Whoso doeth these things :] Such things as 
these; showing kindness and doing what is right to all 
men, especially regarding those who fear the Lord, {ver. 
4,) and proving by this means that all was done " for the 
Lord's sake," from faith in Him and love to Him. In 
short, the answer of God in this Psalm agrees very much 
with what we find in the 6th chapter of Micah : " He hath 
showed thee, O man, what is good: and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God ?" See ver. 6 — 8. — sImU 
never fall.^ Shall hold on his way towards heaven, un- 
moved by temptation, and arrive there in safety. 



We are plainly told in this Psalm, who they are whom God 
will honour and accept ; and carefully shoula we examine our 
hearts and lives, to see if we are of the happy number. We 
may go to His temple and worship, with unholy hearts and un- 
righteous lives ; but God will not own us ; He will cast us out 
at last, like the man in the parable of the marriage feast, " who 
had not on a wedding garment." The worship of ungodly, 
unjust, or unmerciful men, is a mockery of God : " The sacri- 
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See of the wkked is an abommatkni to tbe Lord : bat the 
prayer of the upright is His delight/* Proo. zv. 8. None upon 
earth can be accepted at the mercy-seat, none can be admitted 
into the presence-chamber in heaven, but such as love God ; 
''And this commandment have we from him. That he who 
loveth God love his brother also/' 1 John iv. 21. Jesus, our 
Lord and Priest and King, is gone up into the heavens ; and if 
we would follow Him thither, we must walk on earth as He 
walked : He " hath left us an example, that we should follow 
His steps ;" 1 Pet. ii. 21. And he that doeth so, shall not be 
moved, to eternity. 

QUESTIONS. 

On what occasion was this Psalm written ?— Where was the 
holy hill? — What did David mean by dwelling and resting 
there ?— Of what was David's going up a pattern or type ? — 
What inquiry is made in this Psalm ? — What is the character of 
those whom God accepts ?-^Uncorrupt ?— Setteth not by him- 
self ? — Of whom does the true believer make much ?— Upon 
usury? — Taken reward against the innocent? — Whoso doeth 
these things ? — What of him ? — How never fall ? 



PSALM XVL 

The former fart expresses entire trust in God; the latter ^ 
verses 8 — 11, contains a remarkable prophecy of the death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Christ ; indeed it would almost 
appear that Christ, the true David, is speaking through the 
whole of the Psalm. 



1 Preserve me, O God : for 
in thee have I put my tru st. 

2 O my soul, thou hast said 
unto the Lord : Thou art my 
God, my goods are nothing 
unto thee. 

3 All my delight is upon the 
saints that are in the earth : 
and upon such as excel in vir- 
tue. 

4 But they that run after 
another God : shall have great 
trouble. 

5 Their drink offerings of 



blood win I not offer : neither 
make mention of their names 
within my lips. 

6 The Lord himself is the 
portion of mine inheritance, 
and of my cup : thou shalt 
maintain my lot. 

7 The lot is fallen unto me 
in a fair ground : yea, I have a 
goodly heritage. 

8 1 will thank the Lord for 
giving me warning : my reins 
also chasten me in the night- 
season. 

6 
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9 I have set God always be* 
fore me : for he is on my right 
hand, therefore I shall not fall. 

10 Wherefore my heart was 
glad> and my glory rejoiced: 
my flesh also shall rest in 
hope. 

11 For why ? thou shalt not 



leave my soul in hell : neither 
shalt thou suffer thy Holy One 
to see corruption. 

12 Thou shalt show me the 
path of life ; in thy presence 
IS the fulness of joy : and at 
thy right hand there is pleasure 
for evermore. 



Ver. 2. my goods are nothing unto theeJ] All the good 
things I possess, and all the good actions I can do, are of 
no profit to Thee ; they add nothing to the greatness of 
Thy perfections, to Thy happiness or glory : but Thou, out 
of Thine own great goodness, " art my God," my pro- 
tector and defender. 

Fer. 3. mg delight, ^c] Such is the feeling of all good men. 

Ver. 5. Their drink-offerings of blood'\ The heathens 
used to pour out, sometimes to taste or drink, the blood of 
the animals offered for sacrifice ; often, indeed, the blood 
of men, who were slain for this purpose : and this was 
called a drink-ofiering to their false gods. David says he 
will have nothing to do with such vile abominations, and 
will not even mention the names of their gods. He is sup- 
posed, when this Psalm was written, to have lived among 
the heathen Philistines, and, in order to keep clear of their 
idolatry, to resolve not even to mention their sin. 

Fer. 6. The portion of mine inheritance,^ I look to the 
Lord as my possession and my treasure : He will give me 
a kingdom here, as an emblem and pledge of an eternal 
kingdom of glory. — of my cup :] See on Psalm xi. 7. 

Fer. 7. The lot is fallen unto me] In allusion to Canaan 
being apportioned by lot to the different tribes of Israel. 
Numb. xxvi. 55, 56. It means, My portion, or kingdom, is 
in a pleasant country ; my lot is a happy one. — a goodly 
heritage.'] A goodly inheritance or possession. 

Fer. 8. warning :] Counsel, instruction ; by which I 
have been guided safely. — my reins] My inward thoughts, 
assisted and inspired by God, correct and purify me, as I 
lie awake on my bed. Psalm vii. 10. 

Fer. 9. / have set God always before me :] I have 
walked always as in His sight, and have done whatever I 
have done to please Him. 
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Ver. 10, my glory'] My tongue, which is the glory of 
roan above all other creatures upon earth, especially when 
employed in setting forth the glory of God. Psalm Ivii. 8. 
^cts ii. 26. — shall rest] Namely, when I die. 

Ver. 11. in hell:] In the state of the dead; in the 
place to which departed spirits go. — to see corruption.] 
Namely, to perish in the grave. St. Peter expressly says, 
^cts ii. 31, that David was here speaking of the resurrect 
Hon of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither 
^* His flesh did see corruption.'' And St. Paul seems to go 
further, and to declare that David, in this verse, did not 
mean to speak of himself at all, but only of Christ ; for 
this Apostle says, Acts xiii. 36, 37, that David fell asleep 
(i. e. died), and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corrup* 
tion ; but He (Christ), whom God raised again, saw no cor^ 
rupdon : that is, this 11th verse of the Psalm is not true of 
David, but is true of Christ. Read the whole explanation, 
Acts ii. 22 — 32 ; xiii. 34 — 37. Observe also, that the 
HOLY ONE in Scripture always means Jehovah. Job vi. 10. 
Isaiah xliii. 15. Heb. i. 12, &c. ; and this title is given to 
Jesus Christ. Mark i. 24. Acts iii. 14. 

Fer, 12.] This verse also belongs chiefly to Christ, 
j^cts ii. 28, describing His return from the grave, by Je- 
hovah " showing Him the path of life : " then He returned 
to heaven, to His ** fulness of joy y^ " by the right hand of 
God exalted." Acts ii. 33. 



In this, as in many other Psalms, we learn how to overcome 
temptations, and how we may be preserved through trials; 
namely, by trusting in God, and pouring out our prayers before 
Him. We must also remember, that all good comes from God, 
to whom the whole glory belongs ; do what we may^ after all, 
"we are unprofitable servants;" we can neither make God our 
debtor^ nor add any thing to His greatness. That man^ who 
makes the Lord his portion, is rich, whatever he may want 
upon earth : and if the Lord has counselled and led us to make 
this happy choice, and. to set Hiui alway before us, then indeed 
we may be content ; for He will not suffer any faithful servant, 
however tried, to fall by the hands of the enemy. We may live 
in peace, and die in hope, to rise in glory : *' Looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith ; who, for the joy 
that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame^ 
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and is set down at die right hand of the throne of God. 
He6. ziL 2. *' Now it Christ risen finxn the dead, and hecome 
the fint-froits of them that slept : For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resorrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
aU die» even so in Christ shall all be made ative." 1 Cor. xv. 
20—22. 

QUBsnoivs. 

Mj goods are nothing nnto 'niee?--What was David's 
delight ? — Their drink-offerings of Uood ? — The portion of mine 
inheritanee ? — ^llie lot is £sdlen nnto me — ^wfaat does that allnde 
to? — ^A goodlj heritage? — ^For giving me warning? — My reins 
chasten me ? — He is on my right hand ? — ^My glory rejoiced ? — 
My flesh shall rest in hope, where ? — In hell ? — ^To see corrup- 
tion ? — Of whom are these words spoken ? — Prove it from the 
New Testament. — ^Who is the Holy One? — In what sense is 
the last verse spoken of Christ ? 



PSALM xvn. 

David, trusting to the justice of his cause, prays to be 
delivered from the snares and persecutions of his enemy. 
The Psalm may allude to 1 Sam. xxiii. 19 — 28. 

1 Hear the right, O Lord, 
consider my complaint : and 
hearken unto my prayer, that 
goeth not out of feigned lips. 

2 Let mv sentence come 
forth from tny presence : and 
let thine eyes look upon the 
thing that is equal. 

3 Thou hast proved and vi- 
sited mine heart in the night- 
season ; thou hast tried me, 
and shalt find no wickedness 
in me : for I am utterly pur- 
posed that my mouth shall not 
offend. 

4 Because of men's works, 
that are done against the words 
of thy lips : I have kept me 
from the wajrs of the destroyer. 

5 O hold thou up my goings 
in thy paths : that my footsteps 
slip not. 

6 I have called upon thee, O 
God, for thou shalt hear me : 



incline thine ear to me, and 
hearken unto my words. 

7 Shew thy marvellous lov- 
ing-kindness, thou that art the 
Saviour of them which put their 
trust in thee : from such as re- 
sist thy right hand. 

8 Keep me as the apple of an 
eye : hide me under the shadow 
of thy wings, 

9 From the ungodly thi^ 
trouble me : mine enemies com- 
pass me round about to take 
away mv soul. 

10 Tney are inclosed in their 
own fat : and their mouth 
speaketh proud things. 

11 They lie waiting in oar 
way on either side : turning 
their eyes down to the ground ; 

12 Like as a lion that is 
greedy of his prey : and as it 
were a lion's whelp lurking in 
secret places. 
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15 They have children at 
their desire : and leave the rest 
of their substance for their 
babes. 

] 6 But as for me, I will be- 
hold thy presence in righteous- 
ness : and when I awake up 
after thy likeness, I shall be 
satisfied with it 



13 Up, Lwd, disappoint him, 
and cast him down : deliver 
my soul from the ungodly, 
which is a sword of thine ; 

14 From the men of thy 
hand, O Lord,. from the men,! 
say, and from the evil world : 
which have their portion in this 
life, whose bellies thou fillest 
with thy hid treasure. 

Ver. 1. not out of feigned lips,^ Not out of deceitful 
lips. 

Fer. 2. Let my sentence^ ^c] Do thou declare me in- 
nocent. 

Ver. 3. in the night-season ;] See on Psalm xvi. 8. — no 
wickedness . . . not offendS\ Such is the desire, the reso- 
lution, the prayer of every godly man ; " until I die I will 
not remove mine integrity,*' &c. Job xxvii. 5. Such, in 
reality, was the perfectness of Jesus Christ. 

Ver. 4.]. The meaning is, " because of the violence, which 
men in general show agairist (and contrary to) Thy word, 
I have kept myself at a distance from all such works and 
tvags of destruction : I have spared my enemy, when I 
might have destroyed him." 

Ver. 7. marvellous'] Wonderful, great. — thy right hand.] 
Thy mighty power. 

Ver. 8. as the apple of an eye :] As the pupil of the 
eye, the middle and tenderest part, carefully guarded by 
the eye-lid, which we shut in an instant, when danger is at 
hand. '* Keep me tenderly and constantly:'* the same 
sense is repeated in the latter part of the verse, where 
allusion is made to the affection with which a bird covers 
the young brood under her wings. See Zechar. ii. 8, and 
Matt, xxiii. 37. 

Ver. 10. They are inclosed, ^c] Good living and the 
good things of this world have made them proud. 

Ver. 11. turning their eyes] Like a lion watching his 
prey. — whelp,] The young of the lion. 

Ver. 13. which is a sword of thine :] The Lord uses the 
ungodly as an instrument of punishment ; but this sword 
is stiU in the Lord's hand ; the ungodly can vex the right- 
eous no more and no longer than the Lord pleases : and 
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therefore they are called, in verse 14, *Uhe men of thy 
hand ; " employed by Thee, and controlled by Thee. 

Ver. 14. which have their portion, ^c.^ Who have this 
i/vorld only for their share or lot ; who " in their life- time 
receive their good things." Luke xvi. 25. — thy hidden trea^ 
sure.^ A great store of earthly blessings; with great 
abundance, as if taken from a large hidden treasure. 

Fer. 16. But as forme, <^c.] For my part, I will not 
look to the world for happiness, but to Thy favour in the 
way of righteousness ; that so, while they who have their 
portion in this life will sink into the grave, and rise again from 
it wicked and wretched as they died, I, on the other hand, 
shall awake from the sleep of death, like unto Thee,mThY 
glorious image of holiness, after which Adam was created, 
Gen, i. 27 ; and with this I shall be satisfied ; full of delight, 
and of the most unbounded joy, at having *' chosen that 
better part which shall not be taken from me." Luke x. 42. 



Whatever dangers may terrify, whatever troubles disturb, 
whatever enemies oppress us, the Lord will hearken unto every 
prayer that goeth out of sincere and unfeigned lips, and will 
nold up our goings in His paths of righteousness, if we be 
mindful to walk in them. What gracious figures are employed 
to teach and assure us of the Lord's tender care for His people ! 
They are kept as the tender pupil of the eye ; they are safe as a 
bird under the shadow of the mother's wing. How does this 
encourage us to trust and serve Him ! to look beyond this poor 
perishable world, in which the children of vanity have their 
portion ; and to look forward to an eternal world of peace and 
joy ! The hour is fast coming, when we shall lie down in the 
dust ; and then it will signify little, whether we have had less or 
more of this world's treasure ; but it will signify much, how wis 
shall awake from the dust ; whether in the likeness of God, or of 
Satan ; whether to have our portion with angels, or with wicked 
spirits ; whether- to be satisfied, or to be miserable for ever. 
'* Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be : but we know that, when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He is." 
1 John iii. 2. Think on these things. 

QUESTIONS. 

When will God hearken unto our prayer ? — ^What are feigned 
lips ? — How could David say he did no wickedness, and did not 
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offend? — Explain verse 4, — Marvellous? — Resist Thy right 
hand ? — " The apple of an eye ? " — The shadow of Thy wings? — 
How is the ungodly man a sword of God's ? — How a man of 
His hand ? — ^With Thy hid treasure ? — In whose likeness did 
David hope to awake ? — Awake from what ? — ^What is meant by 
God's likeness ? — What shall we be when so awaking ? 



PSALM XVIII. 



David spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the 
day that the Lord had delivered him out of the hand of all 
his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul, 2 Sam. xxii. 1. 
The Psalm is nearly the same with this chapter in Samueh 
We may consider it (in a prophetical sense) as foretelling 
the deliverance of Christ and His Church from all their 
enemies. 



1 I will love thee, O Lord, 
my strength; the Lord is my 
stony rock, and my defence : 
my Saviour, my God, and my 
might, in whom I will trust, 
my buckler, the horn also of 
my salvation, and my refuge. 

2 I will call upon the Lord, 
which is worthy to be praised : 
80 shall I be safe from mine 
enemies. 

3 The sorrows of death com- 
passed me : and the overflow- 
ings of ungodliness made me 
afraid. 

4 The pains of hell came 
about me : the snares of death 
overtook me. 

5 In my trouble I will call 
upon the Lord : and complain 
unto my God. 

6 So shall he bear my voice 
out of his holy temple : and my 
complaint shall come before 



him, it shall enter even into 
his ears. 

7 The earth trembled and 
quaked : the very foundations 
also of the hills shook, and 
were removed, because he was 
wroth. 

8 There went a smoke out 
in his presence : and a con- 
suming fire out of his mouth, 
80 that coals were kindled at 
it. 

9 He bowed the heavens 
also, and came down : and it 
was dark under his feet. 

10 He rode upon the che- 
rubims, and did fly : he came 
flying upon the wings of the 
wind. 

11 He made darkness his 
secret place : his pavilion round 
about nim with dark water, and 
thick clouds to cover him. 

12 At the brightness of his 
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presence his clouds removed : 
nailstones, and coals of fire. 

13 The Lord also thundered 
out of heaven, and the Highest 
^ve his thunder : hailstones, 
and coals of fire. 

14 He sent out his arrows, 
and scattered them : he cast 
forth lightnings, and destroyed 
them. 

15 The springs of waters 
were seen, and the foundations 
of the round world were disco- 
vered, at thy chiding, O Lord : 
at the blasting of the breath of 
thy displeasure. 

16 He shall send down from 
on high to fetch me : and shall 
take me out of many waters. 

17 He shall deliver me from 
toy strongest enemy, and from 
them which hate me : for they 
are too mighty for me. 

^ "18 They prevented me in 
the day of my trouble : but the 
Lord was my upholder. 
'"^ 19 He brought me forth 
also into a place of liberty : he 
brought me forth, even because 
he had a favour unto me. 

20 The Lord shall reward 
me after my righteous dealing : 
according to the cleanness of 
my hand shall he recompense 
me. 

21 Because I have kept the 
trays of the Lord : ana have 
not forsaken my God, as the 
wicked doeth. 

22 For I have an eye unto 
tUl his laws : and will not cast 
out his commandments from 
me. 

23 I was also uncorrnpt 
before him : and eschewed 
mine own wickedness. 

24 Therefore shall the Lord 



reward me after my righteous 
dealing : and according unto 
the cleanness of my hands in 
his eye-sif^ht. 

25 With the holy thou shalt 
be holy : and with a perfect 
man thou shalt be perfect. 

26 With the clean thou shalt 
be clean : and with the froward 
thou shalt learn frowardness. 

27 For thou shalt save the 
people that are in adversity : 
and shalt bring down the high 
looks of the proud. 

28 Thou also shalt light 
my candle : the Lord my <Sod 
shall make my darkness to be 
light. 

29 For in thee I shall dis- 
comfit an host of men : and 
with the help of my God I shall 
leap over the wall. 

30 The way of God is an 
undefiled way : the word of 
the Lord also is tried in the 
fire ; he is the defender of all 
them that put their trust in 
him. 

31 For who is God, but the 
Lord : or who hath any strength 
except our God ? 

32 It is God that girdeth me 
with strength of war : and 
maketh my way perfect. 

33 He maketh my feet like 
harts' feet : and setteth me up 
on high. 

34 He teacheth mine hands 
to 5ght ; and mine arms shall 
break even a bow of steel. 

35 Thou hast given me th6 
defence of thy salvation : thy 
right hand also shall hold me 
up, and thy loving-correction 
snail make me great. 

36 Thou shalt make room 
enough under me for to go : 
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that my footsteps shall not 
slide. 

37 I will follow upon mine 
enemies and overtake them : 
neither will I turn again till I 
bave destroyed them. 

38 I will smite them, that 
they shall not be able to stand : 
but fall under my feet. 

39 Thou hast girded me with 
strength unto the battle : thou 
shalt throw down mine ene- 
mies under me. 

40 Thou hast made mine 
enemies also to turn their backs 
upon me : and I shall destroy 
them that hate me. 

41 They shall cry, but there 
shall be none to help them : 
yea, even unto the Lord shall 
they cry, but he shall not hear 
them. 

42 I will beat them as small 
as the dust before the wind : I 
will cast them out as the clay 
in the streets. 

43 Thou shalt deliver me 
from the strivings of the peo- 
ple : and thou shalt make me 
the head of the heathen. 



44 A people whom I have 
not known : shall serve me. 

45 As soon as they hear of 
me, they shall obey me : but 
the strange children shall dis- 
semble with me. 

46 The strange children shall 
fail : and be afraid out of their 
prisons. 

47 The Lord liveth, and 
blessed be my strong helper : 
and praised be the God of my 
salvation. 

48 Even the God that seeth 
that I be avenged : and sub- 
dueth the people unto me. 

49 It is he that delivereth 
me from my cruel enemies, and 
setteth me up above mine ad- 
versaries : thou shalt hd me 
from the wicked man. 

50 For this cause will I give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
among the Gentiles : and sing 
praises unto thy name. 

51 Great prosperity giveth 
he unto his King : and sheweth 
loving-kindness unto David his 
Anointed, and unto his seed for 
evermore. 



Ver, 1. buckler] A small shield buckled on the arm. — 
the horn, Sfc.'] The power of some animals consists chiefly 
in the horn ; so God is called the horn, that is, the strength 
of His people. 

Ver. 3. compassei] Came around me. — overflowings, 
^c] Ungodliness coming on me like a flood. 

Ver. 4. The pains of hell] Pains or distresses, sufficient 
to bring me to the grave (see Ps. xvi. 11). This verse is 
applied to Christ, Acts ii. 24. 

Ver. 7 to 14.] These verses contain a very grand de- 
scription of the power of Jehovah, which was manifested 
on behalf of David : it is described by figures taken 
from the awful storms on Mount Sinai, at the giving of 
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the law, Exod. xix. 16 — 28. David's deliverance from 
his enemies was a wonderful instance of the Divine 
power. 

Ver, 9. He bowed the heavens] Came down as upon a 
cloud. 

Ver, 10. cheruhims^ Angels : He was attended by such 
numbers, that it seemed as if He was borne up upon 
them. 

Ver. 11. his pavilion'] His tent or dwelling. He dwelt 
in the watery cloud. 

Ver, 15. The springs of waters] Here the figure appears 
to be taken from the passage of Israel through the Red 
Sea, Exod. xiv. when the waters clave asunder, and showed 
the bottom or foundation, to which the children of Israel 
went down and walked, and afterwards came out safely. 
This event was a sign of the deliverance and salvation of 
mankind by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and 
therefore this chapter of Exodus is appointed as one of the 
proper lessons for Easter-day. 

Ver. 16. out of many waters.] Many troubles, the over" 
flowings of ungodliness, ver. 3. 

Ver. 18. They prevented me] They came before and 
beset me, so as to stop my going. 

Ver. 20 to 26.] David, when he speaks in these verses 
of his purity and uprightness, must be understood to speak 
of himself by comparison with the wicked, " as the wicked 
doeth,*^ ver. 21. But, in truth, these verses more properly 
denote that all-perfect righteousness of the Redeemer, 
through which was obtained deliverance of Himself and 
His people. 

Ver. 23. eschewed^ Avoided, kept myself from mine 
own wickedness ; he was, therefore, conscious of his guilt. 

Ver. 25. Thou shalt he holy :] To the holy Thou wilt 
manifest Thyself in holiness, and not in wrath. In the 
Bible version it is, "with the merciful Thou wilt show 
Thyself mercifuV^ The meaning of the whole is, that 
God will be to us according as we are to Him. " Them 
that honour Me, I will honour," &c. 1 Sam. ii. 30. — a 
perfect man,] A man who desires and strives to obey God 
in all things. Matt. v. 48. 2 Tim, iii. 17. 
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Ver. 26. the froward^ The perverse and obstinate. 

Ver, 28. shalt light my candle ;] Shalt brighten my con- 
dition, and give me joy. 

Ver. 29. discomfit] Defeat. — leap over the wall.] Over 
the wall of a city^ or other strong place, and thus enter as 
a conqueror. (See Joshua vi. 1, &c.) 

Ver. 30. undefiled] Perfectly pure. — the word, S^c] 
See on Psalm xii. 7. 

Ver. 32. with strength of war ;] Thus also He gives to 
His servants their spiritual armour, enabling them to con- 
tend against the great enemy of their souls. Ephes. vi. 

14—17. 

Ver. 33. like harts' feet:] By the hart seems here 
meant an animal of the goat kind, that could climb up the 
highest mountains, and stand firmly upon the sharpest 
comers of a rock. The sense is ; " Thou makes t my 
feet to stand safely even in dangerous places.'' Some 
have thought it means, " Thou hast made my feet swifty' 
like those of a hart or hind, so that I can pursue my 
enemies and overtake them {ver. 37). 

Ver. 35. Thy loving-correction] Thy merciful chasten- 
ings and dealings with me. In the Bible version it is ** Thy 
gentleness." 

Ver. 36 to 43.] How very strikingly do these verses 
describe the victory of Jesus over His enemies, and the 
utter ruin of the Jewish people for opposing and rejecting 
Him! 

Ver. 41. He shall not hear them.] The time for mercy 
was past, the time for vengeance was come. Prov. i. 
24—33. 

Ver. 43. head of the heathen.] However true this might 
be of David, it belongs much more to the Son of David, 
who was delivered from the mad strivings of all the people, 
both Jewish and Gentile ; and afterwards, when '* His 
own (the Jews) received Him not," the heathen were con- 
verted to Him, and He became their head: a strange 
people {ver. 44), to whom He had never before been 
known, were brought to serve Him readily {ver. 45). 

Ver, 45. dissemble] Pretend what they do not feel : 
some of David's enemies submitted rather through fear ; 
as in verse 46, they failed, trembled and fainted ; and 
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were afraid otU of their prisons^ out of those close dens or 
secret places, in which they had confined themselves for 
safety. 

Ver. 48. avenged ;] Set right and recompensed. 

Ver, 49. from the wicked man.'\ From Saul, the " vio- 
lent man." Bible version. 

Ver. 50. among the Gentiles {] St. Paul quotes this 
verse, Rom. xv. 8 — 13, to show that the Gentiles would 
glorify God for His mercy, in bringing them to the kndw- 
ledge of salvation ; and this proves that the apostle con- 
sidered the Psalm as foreshowing Christ, and as speaking 
His language. 

Ver. 51. to his King :] To King David in the first 
sense: to King Messiah in the second. — unto his seedf 
^c] To the family of David in Israel, from generation 
to generation, as long as the kingdom lasted ; to the family 
of Christ for ever ; to all who become His children, the 
sons of God, ** who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises." Heb, vi. 12. 



Let U8 love the Lord for His mercy and goodness, in the 
salvation of all His people : let us fear the Lord for His justice 
and power, in the destruction of all His enemies : let us serve 
the Lord with all our hearts and souls ; '* having respect unto 
the recompense of reward," as Moses and all the faithful had. 
Heb. xi. 26. Let the words and figures in this Psalm, by which 
the wrath of God upon earth is so awfully described, remind us 
of the far more tremendous vengeance, which will be executed 
in the latter day upon the unbelieving and the ungodly. Let 
us " seek the Lord while He may be found, and call upon Him 
while He is near," Isaiah Iv. 6, that His Almighty power may 
be shown, not in destroying, but in saving us. Let us aim to 
walk with Him in all righteousness and true holiness; ap» 
proving our hearts unto Him, and keeping ourselves from our 
own iniquity. Thus will He give us strength for the battle, 
arm us for every temptation and trial, and help us at all times : 
by His light we shall pass through every dark valley, even the 
valley of the shadow of death. The Lord liveth, and we shall 
live also, in His glorious and eternal kingdom. " For to this 
end, Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that He might be 
Lord both of the dead and living.'' Bom. xiv. 9. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where is this Psalm found ? — What the snhject of it ? — By 
what figures is God's vengeance here described ?— Buckler ? — 
Horn of salvation? — Compassed? — Overflowings of ungod- 
liness? — Pains of hell? — Chenibims? — Pavilion? — Take me 
out of many waters ? — ^They prevented me ? — In what sense was 
Oavid righteous and uncorrupt ? — Who alone was perfectly so ? 
— Eschewed mine own wickedness ? — With the holy thou shalt 
be holy? — Froward? — Light my candle? — Discomfit? — Leap 
over the wall ? — ^The woi3 of the Lord is tried in the fire ? — 
Maketh my feet like harts' feet ? — Loving-correction ? — A peo- 
ple whom I have not known shall serve me ?^Dissemble ? — 
Avenged? — Out of their prisons ? — Where is the 50th verse 
quoted ? — ^To whom does God give prosperity ? — What do you 
mean by David's seed? 



THE FOURTH DAY. 



PSALM XIX. 

The heavens 'proclaim the Creator's glory to all lands ; 
and the sun is the emblem of the Sun ofRighteousness^ Jesus 
Christ, the true light, who discovers His Gospel to the 
world: this therefore is one of the proper Psalms for 
Christmas'day. We have in the latter part of it a beauti- 
ful description of the word of God, and of the effects which 
it produces. 

1 The heavens declare the 
glory of God : and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handy-work. 

2 One day telleth another : 
and one night certifieth an- 
other. 

3 There is neither speech 
nor language : but their voices 
are heard among them. 

4 Their sound is gone out 
mto all lands : and their words 
into the ends of the world. 



5 In them hath he set a ta- 
bernacle for the sun : which 
Cometh forth as a bridegroom 
out of his chamber, and re- 
joiceth as a giant to run his 
course. 

6 It goeth forth from the 
uttermost part of the heaven, 
and runneth about unto the end 
of it again : and there is no- 
thing hid from the heat thereof. 

7 The law of the Lord is an 
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nndefiled law, converting the ' serrant taught : and in keeping 
8onl : the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, and giveth wis- 
dom unto the simple. 

8 The statutes of the Lord 
are right, and rejoice the heart : 
the commandment of the Lord 
is pure, and giveth light unto 
the eves. 

9 The fear of the Lord is 
clean, and endureth for ever : 
the judgements of the Lord are 
true, and righteous altogether. 



of them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how oft he 
offendeth : O cleanse thou me 
from my secret faults. 

13 Keep thy servant also 
from presumptuous sins, lest 
they get the dominion over 
me : so shall I be undefiled» 
and innocent from the great 
offence. 

14 Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of 



10 More to be desired are , my heart : be always acceptable 



they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold : sweeter also than 
honey, and the honev-comb. 
1 1 Moreover, by them is thy 



in thy sight, 

15 O Lord : my strength, 
and my redeemer. 



Ver. 1. the firmament] The whole space of air and sky, 
surrounding the earth. Gen. i. 6 — 8. — his handy-work,] 
The work of His hand, of His power. 

Fer. 2, one day telleth another , <^c.] Day after day, 
each returning day, declares the wonders of God ; as 
if one day told it to another, and thus kept up the 
knowledge. And each night also certifies or declares 
the same. The sun by day : the moon and stars by 
night. 

Ver, 3.] The heavens, with their various changes, 
cannot speak; but they declare the truth as plainly as 
if voices were heard among them. Their beauty, and 
grandeur, and wonderful order serve as a powerful 
voice. 

Ver. 4. Their sound, S^e.] St. Paul, Rom. x. 18, has 
applied this verse to the preaching of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles, «. e. to the world at large, after the Jews had 
refused to listen to it. And therefore we may consider 
David as foreshowing, in the Spirit, that the light of God's 
truth, the light of salvation, like that of the heavens, should 
one day visit the whole world, by the shining and spreading 
of the Gospel of Christ. 

Ver. 5. a tabernacle'] A dwelling-place like a tent, in 
the centre of the heaven?. — as a bridegroom] It is re- 
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markable that the Sun of Righteausnesst even Jesus Christ* 
is frequently compared to a bridegroom. Malachi iv. 2. 
John iii. 27 — 29. And the Church is His bride, Isaiah 
liv. 5. Rev. xxi. 9, 10 ; xxii. 17. — as a giant'] As a strong 
man. Bib. Vers. 

Ver. 7. the law, <^c.] The Word of God is pure and 
perfect ; turning the soul from sin and the world, to holi- 
ness and to God. From the teaching of the outward 
heavens, David goes on to the teaching of spiritual aad 
heavenly truth. — the testimony] That which bears wit- 
ness of the Lord. By His word God testifies or shows 
Himself and His holy will. — the simple.] The single- 
hearted who humbly and willingly receive it as their 
guide. 

Ver. 8. The statutes] Those things or observances which 
God has appointed as the means of gi'ace and blessing. 
They are often called ordinances ; such as the sabbath, 
worship, &c. — unto the eyes.] To the understanding, to the 
eyes of the mind. 

Ver. 9. The fear] Not a slavish dread, but a holy prin- 
ciple of reverence. — the judgements] The rules by which 
^ He has declared that He will judge ; the warnings, counsels, 
threatenings, promises. 

Ver. 10. sweeter] Sweeter to the soul than honey to 
the taste. 

Ver. 11. great reward.] Blessedness here and here- 
after. 

Ver. 12. how oft he offendeth :] David means to confess, 
as every one must, not only that he was continually offend- 
ing against this perfect law, but that he was offending 
oftener than he could discover ; partly from ignorance and 
forgetfulness, partly from weakness and corruption of heart : 
and therefore he prays to be made clean from his secret 
JaultSy from those which are unknown even to himself. 
Let such also be our prayer. 

Ver. \^. from 'presumptuous] From wilful sins; from 
persisting in any sin which is known to be such, as in the 
case of the children of Israel. Jerem, xl. 17, &c. — the 
dominion] The mastery : Lest I become the slave of such 
45ins. — undefiledf] Sincere and uncorrupt. — and innocent 
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Jrom the great cffenceJ] Of wilfully rebelling against Thee, 
and thus of falling away. 

Fer. 14. the meditation'] The thoughts and desires of 
my heart. 



The glories of the heavens bespeak plainly, and with the 
loudest voice, the power and greatness of our Creator ; and fill 
the soul of man with wonder and with awe. Who can behold 
them,, and say, or think, that " there is no God ?" None but 
*'the fool.'' Psalm xiv. ]. And as the heavens declare the 
being of God, so does His blessed word declare to us His per- 
fections and ways. O " that we may in such wise hear and 
read and ]eam it," that our souls may be converted, that we 
maybe wise unto salvation, that our heart may rejoice, that 
our understanding may be enlightened^ that we may worship 
and ''serve the Lord with holy &ar," and have all our actions 
governed by His righteons ludgments I May the Bible be more 
precious to us, and more desired, than all the treasures of the 
world ; may we find it sweeter than the sweetest of earthly 
gratifications ; may we be so taught by its life-giving doctrines 
and commandments, as to be keeping them all, and looking 
surely to the great reward I And O that we may deeply feel 
our own unworthiness, our weakness and sinfulness ; ana watch 
and pray to be cleansed from every fault, known and unknown I 
Let there be no sin wilfully committed against the "law of 
life ;" no habit of sin ; no such great ofience ; so that God may 
never give us over to the chosen wickedness of our own hearts, 
and thus leave us to perish in our own presumption. Let us 
''pray without ceasing," that all our words and meditations may 
be such as God will accept ; that we may show our faith in the 
Bible, and our love for the Bible, by " walking worthy of the 
Lord, unto all pleasing/' CoL i. 10, of the Lord, our strength, 
and our Redeemer. 

OUBSTIONS. 

What do the heavens declare? — ^The firmament? — ^Handy- 
work ? — What is the meaning of verse 2 ? — Of verse 3 ? 
Where is the 4th verse quoted ? — To what does St. Paul apply 
the verse ? — ^A tabernacle ? — ^To whom may the sun be com- 
pared ? — How does he come forth ? — How rjjoice ? — ^What is 
the law of the Lord ? — ^What does it do ? — ^Ae testimony ? — 
The simple ? — ^The statutes ? — ^The commandment ? — ^Lightunto 
the eyes ?— -The fear of the Lord ?— The jui^fments ? — ^How 
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are they to be desired ?— -Sweeter than what ? — ^How sweeter F — 
What is there in keeping of them ? — Secret faults ? — Presutnp' 
tuous sins ? — ^The great offence ? — ^What should we pray that 
our words and meditations may be? — What great truths are 
taught in this Psalm ? 



PSALM XX. 

Composed hy David as a prayer of the ancient Church 
for the safety and success of the king on some great oc- 
casion : and as David was a type of Christ, in his contests 
and his victories, we may regard it as a prayer of the 
Christian Church, for the triumph of her Lord and King 
Messiah, 



1 The Lord hear thee in the 
day of trouble : the Name of 
the God of Jacob defend thee. 

2 Send thee help from the 
sanctuary : and strengthen thee 
ont of Sion ; 

3 Bemember all thy offer- 
ings : and accept thy burnt- 
sacrifice; 

4 Grant thee thy heart's de- 
sire : and fulfil all thy mind. 

6 We will rejoice in thy 
salvation, and triumph in the 
Name of the Lord our God : 
the Lord perform all thy peti- 
tions. 



6 Now know J« that the 
Lord helpeth his Anointed, and 
will hear him from his holy 
heaven : even with the whole- 
some strength of his right 
hand. 

7 Some put their trust in 
chariots, and some in horses : 
but we will remember the Name 
of the Lord our God. 

8 They are brought down, 
and fallen : but we are risen, 
and stand upright. 

9 Save, Lord, and hear us, 
O King of heaven : when we 
call upon thee. 



Ver. 1. the Name"] The power, goodness, providence of 
God. 

Ver, 2. from the sanctuary :] From the tabernacle, from 
the mercy-seat in the ark, which had lately been removed 
to mount Sion. 1 Chron, xv. 25, &c. 

Ver. 3. accept'] The acceptance of a sacrifice was 
sometimes shown by fire from heaven coming down and 
consuming it. Levit. ix. 24. 1 Kings xviii. 38, 39. 
2 Chron. vii. 1 • 

Fer, 5. in thy sahation,] In thy preservation, O kipg : 

D 2 
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expecting to succeed, because we are engaged in the ser- 
vice of the Lord of Hosts. 

Ver. 6. Now know /,] Perhaps in this verse David 
himself may be speaking in reply to the prayer of his 
people ; and in the last three verses, David and his people 
may be joining together in the sacred song. — wholesome^ 
Helping, saving. 

Ver. 7. in horses :] This was one of the besetting sins 
of Israel. See DeuU xvii. 16. Isaiah xxxi. 1. 



It is our bounden duty to pray for our rulers ; much of their 
success in governing, much of our prosperity as a people, depend 
upon this duty. Many find great fault with a king or governor; 
perhaps they have never heartily prayed to God on his behsdf : 
and if 80» they at least have no right to find fault, because they 
have neglected the surest method of making a ruler wise. ''The 
hearts of kings are in God's rule and governance ; He disposes 
them as it seemeth best to His godly wisdom :" and therefore 
it is our duty to pray to God for them ; as the people did for 
David, to good purpose ; and as the disciples of the Son of 
David are directed to do, *' for kings and for all that are in autho- 
rity." 1 Tito. ii. 2. Every country is too apt to be trusting in 
its own strength, which is but a '* broken reed." Let our hope 
be placed in the King of Heaven : the " King of kings and Lord 
of lords." 

QUESTIONS. 

What is this Psalm ? — For whom do they pray ? — Of whom 
was David a type ? — ^The name of the God of Jacob ? — Sanc- 
tuary? — What was the sign of a sacrifice being accepted? — 
Wholesome? — In what should we not trust? — In what should 
we trust ? — What should we do for kings and rulers ? — Repeat 
a passage in which this is commanded. — Horses ? — Why was it 
sinful to trust in them ? 



PSALM XXI. 

The former Psalm was the prayer of Israel for Davids 
and of the Church for the Messiah ; this is a song of praise 
to God for answering those prayers. Even the Jewish 
writers themselves agree, that this Psalm relates to the 



4th Day.] 



The Twenty-first Psalm. 



53 



Messidhy u e. to Christ. There are many passayes in it 
which apply rather to Him than to Davids oer. 4-~6» and 
point to the ascension of Christ into the heavens^ after He 
had triumphed over His enemies. For this reason the Psalm 
is appointed for Ascension-day., 



1 The King shall rejoice in 
thy strength, O Lord : exceed- 
ing glad shall he he of thy sal- 
vation. 

2 Thou hast given him his 
heart's desire : and hast not 
denied him the request of his 
lips. 

3 For thou shalt prevent him 
with the blessings of goodness : 
and shalt set a crown of pure 
gold upon his head. 

4 He asked life of thee, and 
thou gavest him a long life : 
even for ever and ever. 

5 His honour is great in thy 
salvation : glory and great wor- 
ship shalt thou lay upon him. 

6 For thou shalt give him 
everlasting felicity : and make 
him glad with the joy of thy 
counteoance. 

7 And why ? because the 
king putteth bis trust in the 
Lord : and in the mercy of the 



Most Highest he shall not mis- 
carry. 

8 All thine enemies shall 
feel thy hand : thy right hand 
shall find out them that hate 
thee. 

9 Thou shalt make them like 
a fiery oven in time of thy 
wrath : the Lord shall destroy 
them in his displeasure, and the 
fire shall consume them. 

10 Their fruit shalt thou root 
out of the earth : and their seed 
from among the children of men. 

11 For they intended mis- 
chief against thee : and ima- 
gined such a device as they are 
not able to perform. 

12 Therefore shalt thou put 
them to flight : and the strings 
of thy bow shalt thou make 
ready against the face of them. 

13 Be thou exalted, Lord, in 
thine own strength : so will we 
sing, and praise thy power. 



Ver. 2. his heart* s desire, ^c] According to the peti- 
tions in the former Psalm, ver. 4, 5. 

Ver. 3. prevent^ Thou shalt go before and provide for 
him. 

Fer. 4. even for ever and ever.'] Thou didst prolong his 
life upon earth ; Thou wilt continue the kingdom in his 
family, from generation to generation r and continue it in 
Christ /or ever. Christ "being raised from the dead dieth 
no more," &c. Rom. vi. 9. 

Ver. 5. His honour is yreat, ^^c] This is his glory, that 
be has been delivered and saved by Thee. — yreat worship'] 
Great majesty and honour. See on Psalm iii. 3. 
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Ver. 6. everlasting felicity :] Thou hast made him most 
blessed for ever. Bib. Vers. 

Ver. 7. shall not miscarfy.'] Shall not Mi. 

Ver. 9. like a fiery oven] Like iuel in a fiery oven, thine 
enemies shall perish quickly,- 

Ver. 10. Their fruit'] Their children ; the same kind of 
figure as their seed. 

Ver. 11. such a device] Such a plan of mischief. 

Ver. 12. the strings of thy how] Thou shalt smite them 
as a bowman does his foes in battle. 



If David rejoiced greatly in the honour bestowed upon him» 
as king of Israel, what is the joy of our Redeemer in His ex- 
altation to the throne of heaven, and in the salvation of His 
people ! And if Israel, from love to David and his government, 
rejoiced and praised God for him ; how great should be our joy 
to behold by faith our King thus glorified, how great our 
praises for all the blessings which we expect from Him ! For, 
being ''most blessed Himself for ever/' He is the fountain of 
blessings, and " the Author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey Him." Heb. v. 9* But how will they escape who are 
enemies to this glorious King and Saviour? — How did the 
wicked Jews escape? — ^They were consumed as in a '^ fiery 
oven '.*' and this is a fearful sign and emblem of the destruction 
of all the wicked on the day^ of judgment. O let us repent, 
believe, obey : that we may sing the praises of our Lord and 
KiDg for ever and ever. 

QUESTIONS. 

Explain the subject of this Psalm. — ^Thou shalt prevent him ? 
— How had David a long life, even for ever ? — His honour is 
great in thy salvation ? — Worship ? — Everlasting felicity ?— 
Miscarry ? — Like a fiery oven ? — What is that a sign of? — ^Their 
fruit ? — Device ? — ^The strings of thy bow ? — ^What does this 
Psalm teach us ? 



PSALM XXII. 

This is one of the proper Psalms for Good Friday ^ and 
very wisely so appointed ; because however well it may e«« 
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jpress the sorrows and sufferings of Davids it is far more 
suited to the case of our blessed Lord : and some of the 
tffords can be applied to Him only. Inver. 1 — 21, are de-^ 
scribed the agonies and death of Jesus ; the rest is a hymn 
of joy f pointing to the blessed fruits of His death. 



1 My God, my God, look 
upon me : why hast thou for- 
saken me ; and art so far from 
my health, and from the words 
of my complaint ? 

2 O my God, I cry in the 
day-time, but thou hearest not : 
and in the night-season also I 
take no rest. 

3 And thou continuest holy : 
O thou worship of Israel. 

4 Our fathers hoped in thee : 
they trusted in thee, and thou 
didst deliver them. 

5 They called upon thee, 
and were holpen : they put 
their trust in thee, and were 
not confounded. 

6 But as for me, I am a 
worm, and no man : a very 
scorn of men, and the outcast 
of the people. 

7 All they that see me, laugh 
me to scorn: they shoot out 
their lips, and shake their 
heads, saying, 

8 He trusted in God, that 
he would deliver him : let 
him deliver him, if he will have 
him. 

9 But thou art he that took 
me out of my mother's womb : 
thou wast my hope, when I 
hanged yet upon my mother*s 
breasts. 

10 I have been left unto 
thee ever since I was born : 
thou art my God, even from 
ny mother's womb. 

11 O go not from me» for 



trouble is hard at hand : and 
there is none to help me. 

12 Many oxen are come 
about me : fat bulls of Basan 
close me in on every side. 

13 They gape upon me with 
their mouths : as it were a 
ramping and a roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like 
water, and all my bones are out 
of joint : my heart also in the 
midst of my body is even like 
melting wax. 

15 My strength is dried up 
like a potsherd, and my tongue 
cleaveth to my gums : and 
thou shalt bring me into the 
dust of death. 

16 For many dogs are come 
about me : and the counsel of 
the wicked layeth siege against 
me. 

17 They pierced my hands 
and my feet ; I may tell aU my 
bones : they stand staring and 
looking upon me. 

18 They part my garments 
among them : ana cast lots 
upon my vesture. 

19 But be not thou fiar 
from me, O Lord : thou art 
my succour; haste thee to help 
me. 

20 Deliver my soul from the 
sword : my darling from the 
power of the doff. 

21 Save me from the lion's 
mouth : thou hast heard me 
also from among the horns of 
the untcoms. 

4 
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22 I will declare thy name 
tmto my brethren : in the midst 
of the congregation will I pndae 
thee. 

23 O praise the Lord, ye that 
fear him : magnify him, all ye 
of the seed of Jacob, and fear 
him, all ye seed of Israel ; 

24 For he hath not despised 
nor abhorred the low estate of 
the poor : he hath not hid his 
face from him ; but when he 
called unto him, he heard him. 

25 My praise is of thee, in 
the great congregation : *my 
TOWS will I perform in the sight 
of them that fear him. 

26 The poor shall eat, and 
be satisfied : they that seek after 
the Lord, shall praise him ; 
your heart shall live for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world 



shall remember themselves, and 
be turned unto the Lord : and 
all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before him. 

28 For the kingdom is the 
Lord's : and he is the Gover- 
nor among the people. 

29 AH such as he fat upon 
earth :. have eaten and wor- 
shipped. 

30 All they that go down 
into the dust shall kneel before 
him : and no man hath quick- 
ened his own soul. 

31 My seed shall serve him : 
they shall be counted unto the 
Lord for a generation. 

32 They shall come, and the 
heavens shall declare his righte- 
ousness : unto a people that 
shall be born, whom the Lord 
hath made. 



Ver. 1. My God, my God,"] These we know were the 
very words of our Lord, when hanging on the cross. 
Matt, xxvii. 46. 

Ver. 2. thou hear est not:"] My prayer is not granted. 
Christ also prayed, that "if the Father were willing, the 
cup might pass from Him ;*' but it did not. Let none be 
discouraged ; the merciful purposes of God are still 
carried on. 

Fer. 3. thou continuest holy ;] Whether Thou grantest 
the prayers of Thy servants or not, whether tliey suffer or 
rejoice, Thou art the same for ever ! 

Fer, 5, were hoVpen ;] Were helped. 

Fer, 6. a wormi] So was Jesus treated, and like a worm 
He submitted ; being humble, silent, harmless, when op- 
pressed and trodden under foot. 

Fer, 8.] When Christ was on the cross, "the chief- 
priests, mocking Him, said. He trusted in God ; let Him 
deliver Him now, if He will have Him." Matt, xxvii. 
41. 43. 

Fer, 9. Thou art He, ^c] What comfort to the troubled 
spirit to remember the former mercies of the Lord I 
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Fer, 12. Many oxen"] Enemies bold and strong as oxen. 
Basan or Bashan was a rich pasture country, and the 
animals were highly fed and fierce. Such also were the 
Jews. Deut. xxxii. 14, 15. 

Fer. 13. ramping] Leaping about after his prey. 

Fer. 14. like water,'] Weak and making no resistance. 
■— wy bones are out of joint :] Thus it was with Christ, 
when stretched upon the cross. My heart fainting and 
melting as wax by the fire. 

Fer. 15. a potsherd,] A broken piece of an earthen pot 
or vessel. — my tongue cleaveth] '* Jesus saith, I thirst." 
John xix. 28. 

Fer. 16. many dogs] Many savage people hunting for 
my life, as dogs after a helpless animal. How true was 
this o£ Jesus! As the Jewish rulers are compared to 
"bulls," so are the soldiers and others to *'dogs ;" and it 
is remarkable, that the Jews afterwards called the Gentiles 
dogs. Matt. XV. 26. — layeth siege'] Hath enclosed me. 
Bib. Fers. 

Fer. 17. They pierced, Sfc] We know not how these 
words are to be applied to David ; but they describe in a 
very exact and wonderful manner, the nailing of Christ to 
the cross ; and, what is more, this kind of punishment was 
not known in David's day, nor ever used in Israel : it was 
a Roman punishment, invented many hundred years after ; 
and this makes the prophecy so much the more striking, as 
Christ was crucified by the Roman law. — they stand] The 
people stand. 

Fer. 18.] See John xix. 23, 24. This also was fulfilled 
in Christ, but not in David, in whose history we find 
nothing like it. 

Fer. 20. from the sword :] From the instrument of 
death, whatever it might be. Zechariah also foretels the 
death of Christ under the same figure : ** Awake, O sword, 
against my shepherd," &c. Zech. xiii. 7. — my darling,] 
My dear life* — of the dog,] See on ver. 16. 

Fer. 21. from the lion^s mouth i-^from among the horns 
of the unicorns^ From the power of my enemies, who 
may be compared to these wild beasts. The unicorn was 
a fierce animal with one horn, supposed to be what is now 

D 5 
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called the rhinoceros. Save me firom the great enemy, the 
devil and his wicked agents. 

Ver, 22.] Here the subject dianges from sorrow to joy 
and praise. David sees by faith his preservation and his 
victory ; and declares^ by the spirit of prophecy, the tri- 
umph of Jesusy and the consequences thereof. This verse 
is quoted, Heb. ii. 11, where the Apostle shows, that in 
these words of David, Christ is to be understood, as calling 
His disciples brethren. After his resurrection, He '* de- 
clared the name" of God, by His apostles, unto His 
"brethren;" and caused the " eongr^adon," or Church, 
to resound with praises. 

Ver, 24. abhorredli Disdained, hated. — of the poor :] 
Of the oppressed and seemingly helpless. Christ was 
raised from His ** low estate ;" and his poor afflicted 
brethren may take comfort from this verse ; for if they 
suffer in His spirit, they will be raised in His glory. 

Ver, 25. my vows, ^c] David, after his deliverance, 
offered the sacrifices which he vowed and promised. Psalm 
Ixvi. 12 — 14. And Christ fulfilled all that was written, to 
the glory of God and the benefit of His Church. 

Ver. 26. be satisfied:'] "Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst sifter righteousness, for they shall be 
filled : blessed are the poor in spirit," &c. Matt. v. 6. 3. 

Ver. 27. All the ends of the world] Nothing like this 
happened in David's time ; although his kingdom was in- 
creased : it clearly foretels the spreading of the Gospel over 
all the world. 

Ver. 29* have eaten] It means diey shall eat and wor- 
ship. {Bib. Vers.) AU the rich and great (as well as the 
poor, ver. 26) shall be invited to the heavenly feast ; they 
must come and partake, they must accept the summons, or 
be cast out and perish* 

Ver. 30. into the dust] All the dying shaU cry for His 
mercy, and own His power ; for no man quickenethf or 
giveth life to his own soul ; no man can keep it alive, much 
less raise it again from the dust *^ I am the resurrection 
and the life, saith the Lord." John xi. 25. 

Ver. 31. My seed] My children's children. Thus a 
seed of spiritual children arose from Christ, '^ a chosen 
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generation, a holy nation, a peculiar people," &c. 1 Pet, 
u. 9. 

Fer, 32. unto a people, ^e.] 'Unto future ages : to a 
people that shall be bom of God. David is foretelling the 
time when believers should have all these great truths fully 
made known to them, and should ** declare the righteous* 
ness of God " in the salvation of his people through Christ. 



Through the whole of this Psalm we '* behold the Lamb of 
God, that taketh away the sins of the world." The Jews them^ 
selves allow, that it was written by David above a thousand 
years before the birth of Christ, and yet the particulars of His 
sufTerings and death are related in the most striking manner; 
in such a manner as to be more like an account of what had 
already taken place, than of what should come to pass so many 
hundred years after. And how could David have known aU 
thia? How, but by the teaching of Him, who knoweth all 
things, past, present, and to come? Who can deny, that David 
was one of those '* holy men of God, who spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost?" 2Pet.i. 21. And who can deny 
that in this Psalm God has set His seal to the truth of the 
Gospel ? Because, as he inspired David to declare such things, 
it is a proof that Christ was ordained of old, in the counsel of 
heaven, to die for the salvation of man. O let us bless God for 
this unspeakable mercy, and for having so revealed and certified 
it by the mouth of His prophet. Let us believe in this sufiSering 
Lord, this "man of sorrows," who '^ became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross." Phil, ii. 8. Let us love 
Him, and live in Him, as a faithful '' seed/' and a chosen *' ge- 
neration :" so live, that we may die in Him ; that He may 
*' quicken our mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in us," 
Boot. viii. 11, and ndse us from the grave to glory. 

QUESTIONS. 

*^ My God, My God," who uttered these words ?— and when ? 
— Were holpen? — "I am a worm," who is here meant? — 
" He trusted in God," &c., when were these words fulfilled ? -- 
Many oxen ?— Bulls of Basan ?— Ramping lion ?— Potsherd ? — 
Many dogs? — Layeth siege ?— Of whom aid David speak, verses- 
17 and 18 ?— My darling?— Unicorn?— How was verse 27 ful- 
filled ?— Explain verse 29.— They that go down into the dust 
shall kneel before Him ?— No man hath quickened his own 
soul ? — What may we learn from this Psalm ? 

d6 
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PSALM XXIII. 

David rejoiceth in the care of the Lord as his shepherd, 
and in the assurance of His support through life^ in deaths 
and for ever. 



1 The Lord is my shepherd : 
therefore can I lack notning. 

2 He shall feed me in a green 
pasture : and lead me forth be- 
side the waters of comfort. 

3 He shall convert my soul : 
and bring me forth in the paths 
of righteousness, for his name's 
sake. 

4 Yea,thoughI walk through 
the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil : for 



thou art with me ; thy rod and 
thy staff comfort me. 

5 Thou shalt prepare a table 
before me against them that 
trouble me : thou hast anointed 
my head with oil, and my cap 
shall be full. 

6 But thy loving-kindnessf 
and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life : and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever. 



Fer, 1. the Lord is my shepherd:^ He takes care of 
me, as a shepherd does of his flock. Jesus declares Him- 
self to be '* die good shepherd/' and vf as foretold by Isaiah 
under this very figure, eh. xl. 9 — 11, and the words of 
the prophet show that Christ was at once the Shepherd 
of His people, and "the Lord God." See John x. 1 — 18. 
26 — 31. No doubt the Psalm contains allusions to Jesus 
as " the great Shepherd of the sheep," Heb. xiii. 20, and 
" the chief Shepherd." 1 Pet, v. 4. — lack nothing, 2 Want 
nothing. 

Ver. 2. He shall feed me^ ^c] He will provide for me 
every good thing, as a shepherd does for his sheep, by 
feeding them in green pastures, and leading them to clear 
and gentle streams. 

Fer, 3. convertl Turn me from wandering, and lifl me 
up when I fall. 

Fer, 4. through the valley^ ^c] In the darkest hour of 
trouble, yea, even at last in death itself. — thg rod and thg 
staff] A rod or sceptre was in the hand of a king ; a 
staff in the hand of a shepherd : so the sense is, " Thy 
kingly power and Thy shepherd*s care shall protect, sup* 
port, and comfort me." 
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Ver. 5. a table'] The blessings expected by David are 
compared to a feast, at which it was usual to " anoint tlie 
head with oil," and to fill the "cup'' of a favoured guest 
quite " full." Thus Benjamin's mess. Gen. xliii. 34. 

Ver. 6. for ever.] As long as I live upon earth ; for 
ever, in heaven. 



What can they want who have Jehovah for their Shepherd ? 

He knows and pities their weaknesses, and their sorrows ; and 

He will certainly, if they trust in Him, ffaide them through all, 

and " give them all things that be needful both for their souls 

and bodies." He will heal their sins, and make them a righteous 

people ; and then they can have nothing to fear. For this end 

the good Shepherd laid down His life for the sheep, when they 

bad strayed and gone from Him : and He who laid down His 

life for them when enemies, will not be wanting to them when 

they are His friends : He will spread before them His feast of 

spiritual blessings, anoint them with His Holy Spirit, and give 

them to drink of the cup of salvation. Nothing can separate us 

from the love of Christ, if we do not separate ourselves from it. 

The Lord, our Saviour and King, will provide for us on earth ; 

will be with us in the dark passage of death, and lighten it with 

His glory : and, at last, will conduct us to heaven ; where we 

shall dwell for ever, " one fold under one Shepherd :" a fold, 

into which no enemy enters, and from which no friend departs ; 

where we shall rest trom all our labours and cares ; where *' we 

shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more. But the Lamb 

which is m the midst of the throne, shall feed us, and lead us 

to living fountains of waters." Rev. vii. 16, 17. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who is your shepherd? — What does this mean? — Where 
shall He feed ? — ^And whither lead you ? — What will He do to 
your soul ? — And bring you forth into what ? — And when you 
walk where ? — ^What then ? — Why will you fear no evil ?— Thy 
rod ? — ITiy staff? — ^A table ? — What is meant by anointing the 
head with oil? — And having the cup full? — Where is Jesus 
spoken of as a shepherd ? 
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THE FIFTH DAY. 



PSALM XXIV. 

David brought tip the ark with great pomp and procession 
from the house of Ohed^dom to the tabernacle on Mount 
Sian, 2 Sam. yi. 1 Chnm. xv., and on this occasion the 
Psalm was composed and sung. But the carrying up of the 
ark to Stan represents the going up of Christ to heaven 
(see Psalm xv.;, and therefore this Psalm is used by our 
Church on Ascension-day. 



1 The earth is the Lord's, 
and all that therein is : the 
compass of the world, and they 
that dwell therein. 

2 For he hath founded it 
upon the seas : and prepared it 
upon the floods. 

3 Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord : or who shall 
rise up in his holy place ? 

4 ]Bven he that hath clean 
hands, and a pure heart : and 
that hftth not lift up his mind 
unto vanity, nor sworn to de- 
ceive his neighbour. 

5 He shall receive the bless- 
ing from the Lord : and righte- 
ousness from the God of his 
salvation. 



6 This is the generation of 
them that seek him : even of 
them that seek thy hce, O 
Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads^ O ye 
gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors : and the Kin^ 
of glory shall come in. 

8 Who is the King of glory: 
it is the Lord strong and 
mighty, even the Lord mighty 
in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, and oe ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors : and the King 
of glory shall come in. 

10 Who is the King of glory: 
even the Lord of hosts, he ia 
the King of glory. 



Fer, 1. compass :] The whole extent. 

Ver, 2. founded it upon the seas, ^c] The seas keep 
their place below or within the earth ; and so do the floods ; 
and therefore the earth is said to be founded, or prepared, 
upon them. 

Ver. 3. Who shall ascend, <^c.] Though all the earth is 
the Lord's, yet He has a favoured hill and a holy place on 
Mount Sion ; and the question is this, *' what manner of 
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persons o^bt they to be»^" who would have the honour c^ 
going up witib the ark upon this hill ? Who are they whom 
God will accept ? 

Ver. 4.] This verse is the answer to verse 3, showing 
the character of God^s true people. — clean kandsy'] Hands 
not stained ox defiled with sin. — unto vanityyl Unto false 
gods of any sort, which are often called vain or vanity* 
2 Kings xvii. 15. 

Fer, 5. righteousness] The reward of righteousness. 

Fer, 6. This is the generation] Such only are God's 
people in deed and in truth. — thy face^ O JacobJ] Thy 
presence, O God of Jacob. 

Ver. 7. Lift up your heads, O ye gates,] Sometimes the 
upper part of the gate lifted up to make more room, and 
sometimes the gate was altogedier opened by being lifted 
up, instead of turning on hinges as our gates do. — ye ever-- 
lasting doors :] Ye doors, within which the ark is to abide 
for ever ; that is, as long as it lasts : it was not to be 
removed from Mount Sion. — the King of glory] He was 
present on the mercy- seat in the ark, and therefore entered 
with the ark. 

The seventh verse is supposed to have been sung by a 
part of the procession at the gates, demanding admission 
for the ark and the King of glory. Then some other voices 
from within demand, ** Who is the King of glory ?" To this 
the answer was, '* It is the Lord strong and mighty, even 
the Lord mighty in battle." — Then in verse 9 there is the 
same address over again, "Lift up your heads," &c. and tiie 
same question in verse 10, "Who is the King of glory ?" To 
which the answer is, " even the Lord of hosts, He is the 
King of glory." And thus do we believe that the Lord 
Jesus after His resurrection, went up with the holy angels 
intp heaven ; commanding, as it were, the everlasting door 
to open for the entrance of Him, who was indeed the King 
of glory ; the Lord mighty in battle over Satan and every 
enemy ; the Lord of hosts Himself. 



When the gates of heaven were opened for the return of their 
triumphant Lord, they were opened for His people also — for all 
who wUl follow the Captain of their salvation through suffering 
to glory. But be it well remembered, that His people must be 
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distinguisEed from the rest of mankind, not by name only, 
but by their life and conduct. God will accept no service from 
deceitful lips, from unclean hands, or an unholy heart. The 
deceiver and the ungodly may crowd into His courts upon earth, 
but the^ are not accepted there : and into heaven they will not 
be admitted. O let us now open our hearts to receive the King 
of glory; ''strong and mighty" the Lord is, able to save and to 
destroy. May He make manifest His might in our salvation ! 
May He enable us to conquer as He conquered, to rise as H& 
rose, to ascend as He ascended ; that when, at last. He shall 
enter the heavenly palace, with the holy angels, and with all 
His redeemed people, we may be numbered with His saints in 
glory everlasting ! 

QUESTIONS. 

Whose is the earth ? — Upon what is it founded and prepared ? 
— What do you mean by this ? — Who shall ascend into the hill 
of the Lord ? — This is the generation of them that seek Him ? 
—What was the subject of this Psalm t — How were the last four 
verses sung ?— Who is the King of glory ? 



PSALM XXV. 

This beautiful Psalm^ composed in some time of great dis- 
tress, abounds with prayer for deliverance, and for grace 
to walk uprightly ; and with meditations on the gracious 
dealings of God with His servants. 



1 Unto thee, O Lord, will I 
lift up my soul ; my God, I 
have put my trust in thee : O 
let me not be confounded, 
neither let mine enemies tri- 
umph over me. 

2 For all they that hope in 
thee shall not be ashamed: 
but such as transgress without 
a cause shall be put to confu- 
sion. 

3 Show me thy ways, O 
Lord : and teach me thy paths. 

4 Lead me forth in thy 
truth, and learn me : for thou 
art the God of my salvation ; 



in thee hath been my hope all 
the day long. 

5 Call to remembrance, O 
Lord, thy tender mercies : and 
thy loving-kindnesses, which 
have been ever of old. 

6 O remember not the sins 
and offences of my youth : but 
according to thy mercy think 
thou upon me, O Lord, for 
thy goodness. 

T Gracious and righteous is 
the Lord : therefore wiU he 
teach sinners in the way. 

8 Them that are meek shall 
he guide in judgement : and 
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siieli as are gentle, them shall 
he lea|*n his way. 

9 All the paths of the Lord 
are mercy and truth : unto such 
as keep his covenant, and his 
testimonies. 

10 For thy name's sake, O 
Lord : he merciful unto my sin, 
for it is great. 

11 What man is he, that 
feareth the Lord : him shall 
he teach in the way that he 
shall choose. 

12 His soul shall dwell at 
ease : and his seed shall inherit 
the land. 

13 The secret of the Lord is 
among them that fear him : 
and he will show them his co- 
inenant. 

14 Mine eyes are ever look- 
ing unto the Lord : for he 
shall pluck my feet out of the 
net. 



15 Turn thee unto me, and 
have mercy upon me, for I am 
desolate and in misery. 

16 The sorrows of my heart 
are enlarged : O hring thou me 
out of my troubles. 

1 7 Look upon my adversity 
and misery : and forgive me all 
my sin. 

18 Consider mine enemies, 
how many they are : and they 
hear a tyrannous hate against 
me. 

19 O keep my soul, and de- 
liver me : let me not be con- 
founded, for I have put my 
trust in thee. 

20 Letperfectness and right- 
eous dealing wait upon me : 
for my hope hath been in 
thee. 

21 Deliver Israel, O God r 
out of all his troubles. 



Ver, 2. For all they^ <^c.] For none of them that hope 
in Thee shall be ashamed. — transgress without a cause^ 
Such as hate and persecute me, though I have given them 
no ofience, no just reason for it. 

Ver, 5, 6.] Remember, O Lord, Thy past mercies, and 
not my past sins. David's whole trust was in Qod's unde- 
served mercy ; he knew that the Lord had been merciful of 
old, and he now shows his faith in the unchangeableness of 
Jehovah. James i. 17. We have here an example of 
prayer, a deep sense of sin, and a trust in the Lord's good- 
ness and grace. 

Fer, 8. in judgement :"] In choosing what is right. 

Ver. 13. The secret of the Lorcf] The knowledge of His 
ways, the comfort of His grace ; called a secret, because 
they cannot be known or understood, unless the Lord re- 
veal them ; and He will not show His favour or His ways 
to the wicked ; to them the "covenant" of God, His pro- 
mises and word, are a secret not at all understood. 

Ver. 14. out of the net."] Out of the snare which my 
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enemies have laid for me. It is a figore fiom the fowler, 
Prov, 1. 17, in very comiiioii use. 

Ver. 15. desolate] Without comfort or fiiencL 

Ver, 16. efdarg^:'] IncieasecL 

Ver, IS. a tyraniums hate] A cruel hatred. 

Fer» 21. Deliver Israelf] Da^id prays for his Church 
and people, as well as for himself; and so should we. 
Eph. vi. 18, 19. 1 Tm. ii. 1, &c. 



David *' lifted up his soul ;" and in vain will our voices he 
lifted up in prayer, unless our souls be lifted up to God : and 
when we think of the sins and offences of our younger vears, 
and all our lives long, how can we help pouring forth our 
hearts to God for His mercy ? — It is well for us that He may 
be found upon his mercy-seat, from which He has heard the 
prayers of His people, and blessed them, in all past ages. O let 
us pray to be forgiven, and thus to be led and taught by Him. 
We know nothing without the teaching of His Spirit and His 
word ; and He XeSches none but those who humbly and heartily 
desire to be taught and led. The children of tms world may 
boast of their learning and knowledge ; they may read the Bible». 
and think themselves wise; but they know nothing as they 
ou^ht to know; they have no true and saving knowledge; 
theu: hearts have learned nothing, their lives have gained no- 
thing; God is, in a great measure, a stranger to them ; and so 
He will be, till they seek and serve Him with a contrite heart. 
Worldly wisdom tney may have : but they cannot be wise unto 
salvation: " Behold, the fear of the Lord, tiiat is wisdom, and 
to depart from evil is understanding.'' Job xxviiL 28. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did David unto the Lord? — How did his enemies 
'^ transgress without a cause V — ^What did hepray God to 
remember ?— And what not to remember ?— Whom will the 
Lord teach? — ^The secret of the Lord? — Out of the net? — 
Desolate ? — Enlarged ? — Tyrannous hate ? — For whom did 
David pray, besides himsdf? — What does this teach us?—- 
Where else are we taught the same ? 
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PSALM XXVI. 

' David appeals to God for his innocerice of the charges 
laid against him by his enemies ; and resolves to continue in 
his uprightness* 



7 That I may show the voice 
of thanksgiving : and tell of all 
thy wondrous works. 

8 Lord, I have loved the 
habitation of thy house : and 
the place where thine honour 
dwelleth. 

9 O shut not up my soul 
with the sinners : nor my life 
with the blood-thirsty ; 

10 In whose hands is wick- 
edness : and their right hand 
is full of gifts. 

11 But as for me, I will walk 
innocently : O deliver me, and 
be merciful unto me. 

12 My foot standeth right: 
I will praise the Lord in the 
congregations. 



1 Be thou my judge, O 
Lord, for I have walked inno- 
cently : mv trust hath been 
also in the Lord, therefore shall 
I not fall. 

2 Examine me, O Lord, and 
prove me : try out my reins 
and my heart. 

3 For thy loving-kindness is 
ever before mine eyes : and I 
vill walk in thy truth. 

4 I have not dwelt with vain 
persons : neither will I have 
fellowship with the deceitful. 

5 I have hated the congre- 
gation of the wicked : and will 
not sit among the ungodly. 

6 I will wash my hands in 
innocency, O Lord : and so 
win I go to thine altar; 

Ver. 1. I have walked innocently :] I have done nothing 
against my enemy Saul. 

Fer. 2. my reins'] My secret thoughts. Psalm vii. 10. 

Fer, 3. thy loving-kindness] This is my encouragement 
to do the thing that is right. 

Fer, 4. with vain persons ;] With the heaihen, or with 
tKose who plotted against Saul. David has been driven 
away from the people and the worship of God ; and yet he 
did not, in his banishment, have fellowship^ that is, live and 
mix with enemies, or with the wicked. 

Fer, 6. / will washy S^c] When I wash my hands, as a 
sign of my innocence, I will be really innocent. It was a 
custom for a man to wash his hands as a sign that his cha- 
racter was clean and clear. Deut, xxi. 6, 7* Matt, xxvii. 
24. The Jews washed their hands before prayer, as a 
token of their repentance ; and thus David therefore, look- 
ing forward to his return from banishment, declares that he 
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will then go to the altar and worship^ not only with clean 
hands, but with a clear conscience. 

Ver. 8. thine honour] The place where Thy glory is 
manifested, the tabernacle. 

Ver. 9. and shut not up, ^c] Let not my soul be ga- 
thered or numbered with them. 

Ver. 10. gifts J] With which they bribed men to do. 
mischief. 

Ver. 12. my foot standeth right ;] I am in the way of 
righteousness. 



He that walks uprightly will never fear any search or inoniry 
into his conduct. Though his lot be cast among the wicked, he 
need not fear, if he shuns their evil counsels, and keeps from 
their evil ways : whatever troubles or dangers surround nim, he 
may safely leave his cause with God, and wait for the end in 
holy peace. And nothing but a good conscience can ever give 
sucn confidence as this : God knows the heart, and He is a 
righteous judge ; rash and foolish, therefore, must that man be, 
who would dare appeal to Him for that which is not true. No 
pretence, no outward action or appearance, can ever deceive the 
Almighty. Let us never attempt so hopeless and wicked a 
thing. Especially in our worship, let the heart be earnest and 
sincere : when the knees are bended, let the soul be humble ; 
when the hands are raised in prayer, let the affections amount up 
to the throne of grace ; and let us not go into God's presence 
with any unrepented sin. *'Be not deceived: God is not 
mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he aho reap." 
Qal. vi. 7. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why does David call God to be his judge ? — My reins and 
my heart? — ^What encouragement had he? — With vain per- 
sons ? — Fellowship ? — I will wash my hands in innocency ? — 
Thine honour? — Where did God's honour dwell? — Shut not 
up my soul with the sinners ?-^My foot standeth right ? 
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iSbenirtfi i^rager* 

PSALM XXVII. 

Davidy in the greatest distress and danger, expresses his 
entire confidence in God, and finds comfort in prayer. 



1 The Lord is my light, and 
my salvation ; whom then shall 
I fear : the Lord is the strength 
of my life ; of whom then shall 
I be afraid ? 

2 When the wicked, even 
mine enemies, and my foes, 
came upon me, to eat up my 
flesh : they stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an host of men 
were laid against me, yet shall 
not my heart be afraid : and 
though there rose up war 
against me, yet will I put my 
trust in him. 

4 One thing have I desired 
of the Lord, which I will re- 
quire : even that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the 
fair beauty of the Lord and to 
visit his temple. 

5 For in the time of trouble 
he shall hide me in his taber- 
nacle : yea, in the secret place 
of his dwelling shall he hide 
me, and set me up upon a rock 
of stone. 

6 And now shall he lift up 
mine bead : above mine ene- 
mies round about me. 

7 Therefore will I oflfer in 
liis dwelling an oblation with 
great gladness : I will sing, and 
speak praises unto the Lord. 

. . Ver.l, my light,'] The guide of my way, and the joy 
of my heart. 

Ver, 2. to eat up my flesh ;] To devour me, as wild 



8 Hearken unto my voice, 
O Lord, when I cry unto thee : 
have mercy upon me, and hear 
me. 

9 My heart hath talked of 
thee, Seek ye my face : thy 
face. Lord, will I seek. 

10 O hide not thou thy face 
from me : nor cast thy servant 
away in displeasure. 

1 1 Thou hast been my suc- 
cour : leave me not, neither 
forsake me, O God of my sal- 
vation. * 

12 When my father and my 
mother forsake me : the Lord 
taketh me up. 

13 Teach me thy way, O 
Lord : and lead me in the right 
way, because of mine enemies. 

14 Deliver me not over into 
the will of mine adversaries : 
for there are false Mritnesses 
risen up against me, and such 
as speak wrong. 

15 I should utterly have 
fainted : but that I believe ve- 
rily to see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living. 

16 O tarry thou the Lord's 
leisure : be strong, and he 
shall comfort thine heart ; and 
put thou thy trust in the 
Lord. 



1 

70 The Twenty^seventh Psalm, [5tb Day. 

beasts do their prey. — they stumbled and fell.'} So strong 
was the power of God on my behalf. When the enemies 
of Christ were about to take Him, "they went backward, 
and fell to the ground." John xviii. 6. 

Ver, 3. though an host"] A whole army. — in him.'\ 
The Lord. 

Ver. 4. One thing, ^c] Observe this : David desired 
to be delivered from his enemies, and to return to Sion, 
not for any earthly advantage, but for the worship of his 
God in the tabernacle ; in or near which he hoped always 
to dwell. — the fair beauty^ The beautiful services of the 
Lord's house, which are an emblem and foretaste of the 
worship of heaven. 

Ver, 5. hide «ie, <^c.] When an offender fled into the 
tabernacle and took hold of the altar, he was reckoned 
safe : this is seen by Joab's conduct, 1 Kings ii. 28. Jt 
means, therefore, " God shall hide me safely." — a rock of 
stone] A strong place where I need not fear. 
• Ver, 7. an oblatiori] An offering. 

Ver, 9. my heart, ^c] When I was meditating upon 
Thee, and held, as it were, a discourse with myself, then I 
thought I heard Thee say, " Seek ye My face ;" and the 
answer of my soul was, ** Thy face. Lord, will I seek ;" 
that is. Thy presence and Thy favour. 

Ver, 12. my father and my mother'] My best of earthly 
fiiends. 

Ver, 14. false witnesses] How true was this of the Son 
of David, Jesus Christ ! Matt, xxvi. 59, 60. 

Ver, 15. have fainted :] Have sunk under my burden, 
if it had not been for my strong hope and belief, that God 
would deliver me. — the land of the living;] My own 
land, where my life is safe. David might also be 
looking to the true land of the living, to eternal life in 
heaven. 

Fer. 16. tarry thou] David may either be speaking to 
his own soul, or to some of his companions, who were 
almost in despair. And he speaks to every one in trouble ; 
'' wait thou the Lord's time :" He who alone can save thee, 
knows best when and how to save thee« Isaiah xxv. 9. 
Heb. X. 36, 37. 
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JehoTah is the light of the world, and especially of all His 
fidthful people : He teaches. He guides. He supports and com- 
:fort8 them: and thns said Jesus, ''I am the light of the 
world : he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, hut 
Jihall have the light of life." John viii. 12. In this light alone 
he our hope and trust : He will guide every heUerer into the 
knowledge of his truth, and the comforts of his salvation : He 
wiU uphold and protect their souls ; and their lives also, as loiuf 
as that is good for them : in his presence they will be as sm 
as if they were entirely hidden in a secret place. How merciful 
is God ! inviting all to come to Him : " Seek ye my face :" 
'' Come unto me," says our Lord, '' all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Matt, xi. 28. " Lord, to 
whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life." John 
vi. 68. While the Lord is our friend, we need not fear what 
man can do unto us : even the fatherless and motherless child 
has no reason to fear; no, nor the lonely, weeping widow. 
The Lord *' is a Father of the fatherless, and defendeth the 
cause of the widows." Psalm Ixviii. 6. '* Believe in Him, hope 
in Him, depend upon Him : make His service your delight : 

and He will show you His goodness even upon earth. But 

how truly may we say, that earth is the land of the dying ; 

heaven is ''the land of the living!" Set thy heart on that; 

and there thou shalt see and know more of the goodness of the 

Lord, ** even face to face,'* for ever and ever, 

QUESTIONS. 

"What does David say that the Lord was to him ? — How was 
He his light ? — ^To eat up my flesh ? — ^The fair beauty of the 
Lord? — Hide me in His tabernacle? — Oblation? — Explain 
verse 9. — ^Against whom did false witnesses rise ? — ^What kept 
David from fainting ? — What is meant by tarrying the Lord^s 
leisure ? — And what by the land of the living ? 



PSALM XXVIII. 

The subject of this Psalm is similar to that of the Twenty^ 
seventh ; it consists of earnest prayer and praise. 



1 Unto thee will I cry, O 
Lord, my strength : think no 
scorn of me, lest, if thou make 



as though thou hearest not, I 
become like them that go down 
into the pit. 
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[5th Day. 



2 Hear the voice of my ham- 
ble petitions, when I cry unto 
thee : when I holdup my hands 
towards the mercy-seat of thy 
holy temple. 

3 O pluck me not away, 
neither destroy ine with the 
unf^odly and wicked doers : 
which speak friendly to their 
neighbours, but ims^ne mis- 
chief in their hearts. 

4 Reward them according to 
their deeds : and according to 
the wickedness of their own 
inventions. 

5 Recompense them after the 
work of their hands : pay them 
that they have deserved. 

6 For they regard not in 
their minds the works of the 



Lord, nor the operations of hm 
hands : therefore shall he break 
them down, and not build them 
up. 

7 Praised be the Lord : for 
he hath heard the voice of my 
humble petitions. 

8 The Lord is my strength, 
and my shield ; my neart hath 
trusted in him, and I am help- 
ed : therefore my heart danceth 
for joy, and in my song wiU i 
praise him. 

9 The Lord is my strength : 
and he is the wholesome de- 
fence of his anointed. 

10 O save thy people, and 
give thy blessing unto thine 
inheritance : feed them, and set 
them up for ever. 



Ver. 1. think no 300111] Despise me not, refuse not 
to hear me, and answer my prayer. — into the pitfl To the 
grave. 

Fer, 2. the mercy -seat] God gave His answers from 
the mercy-seat of the ark. Exod» xxv. 21, 22. Numb, 
vii. 89. 

Fer, 4. their own inventions,'] Their own plottings and 
wicked endeavours. 

Fer, 6, recompense them] How often has God said He 
will do this ! " Be sure your sin will find you out." Numb, 
xxxii. 23. 

Fer, 6. the operations] The working. 

Fer, 8. my shield ;] Psalm v. 13. 

Fer, 9. wholesome defence] Saving strength. Bib, 
Vers, 

Fer, 10. feed them] Even with the bread that nou- 
risheth unto eternal life. John vi. 



David's prayer, in the first six verses, is *'the prayer of 
faith," and holy trust in God : O my soul, take him for thy 
pattern in all thy endurings ; and then thou shalt find reason, 
as he does in verse 7> to pass quickly and suddenly from prayer 
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to praise. The scene often changes almost in an instant : from 
behind the darkest cloud the sun shines out in an unexpected 
moment^ and sheds abroad the light of life : let it awaken in 
the heart a strain of thanksgiving : " Praised be the Lord." But 
we must pray in trouble, if we would give thanks for deliver- 
ance. O Lord, " save thy people, and give thy blessing unto 
thine inheritance: feed them, and set them up for ever.'' 
" Save us, O Lord Jesu, from our sins ; bless us, O thou Son 
of Abraham, with the blessing of righteousness ; feed us, O thou 
good Shepherd of the sheep ; and lift us up for ever from the 
dust, O thou who art the resurrection and the life." 

QUESTIONS. 

Think no scorn of me ? — Into the pit ? — Where was the mercy- 
seat ? — For what purpose was it ordained ? — Show this from 
Scripture. — Of their own inventions ? — Operation ? — ^The Lord 
is my shield ? — ^The wholesome defence ? — Spiritual food ? — ^The 
Psalm consists of two parts, what are they ? 



PSALM XXIX. 



It is probable that this Psalm was composed after some 
very violent storm of thunder ^ lightning, and rain ; by which^ 
perhaps, the enemies of David had been dismayed and sub" 
dued : he therefore calls upon the mighty to submit to the 
Lord, and worship Him, 



1 Bring unto the Lord, O ye 
^iglity, bring young rams unto 
the Lord : ascribe unto the 
Lord worship and strength. 

2 Give the Lord the honour 
due unto his Name : worship 
the Lord with holy worship. 

3 It is the Lord that com- 
mandeth the waters : it is the 
glorious God that maketh the 
thunder. 

4 It is the Lord that ruleth 
the sea ; the voice of the Lord 
is mighty in operation : the 



voice of the Lord is a glorious 
voice. 

5 The voice of the Lord 
breaketh the cedar trees : yea, 
the Lord breaketh the cedars of 
Libanus. 

6 He maketh them also to 
skip like a calf : Libanus also, 
ana Sirion, like a young uni- 
corn. 

7 The voice of the Lord di- 
videth the flames of fire; the 
voice of the Lord shaketh the 
wilderness : yea, the Lord 

E 
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[6th Day. 



•haketh the wildenuMs of 
Cades. 

8 The Toice of the Lord 
nuJceth the hiods to bring 
forth young, and discovereth 
the thick bushes : in his temple 
doth every man speak of nis 
honour. 



9 The Lord sitteth above 
the water-flood : and the 
Lord remaineth a king for 
ever. 

10 The Lord shall give 
strength unto his people : the 
Lord shall give his people the 
blessing of peace. 



Fer. 1, bring ytmng rams] To offer for sacrifice at the 
altar of the Lord. 

Fer. 4. the voice of the Lord] The thunder. 2 Sam. 
xxii. 14. But David seems here to speak of the thunder 
and lightning taken together. It is the lightning which is 
" mighty in operation," breaking the cedars, &c. 

Fer. 5. o/Libanus'] Libanus, or Lebanon, was a moun- 
tain famous for its strong and lofty cedars. 2 Chron, ii. 8. 

Fer. 6. Sirioni] A mountain near Lebanon. These 
mountains having part of them shivered to pieces by the 
lightning, and cast to some distance, are described as skip- 
ping or leaping about like young animals. — unicorn.] See 
on Psalm xxii. 21. 

Fer. 7. the flames of fire;] The flashes of lightning. — 
of Cades.] Or Kadesh, a wilderness ; through part of which 
tibe Israelites passed in their way to Canaan. Numb. xiii. 26. 
Not only on the lofty and thickly-wooded mountains, but 
also in the low and barren wilderness, this power of God is 
displayed. 

Fer. 8. the hinds] The animals also are affected by the 
Storm, and cast their young through fear. — discovereth, ^c] 
Strips the forest-trees of their leaves and boughs, and lays 
them bare and open to view. — in his temple] While the 
other works of creation bear witness to God's power in 
the storm by its terrible effects, His pious worshippers are 
privileged to bear witness to it in the temple, by their songs 
of praise : there, unhurt and blessed, they magnify His 
glorious name. 

Fer, 9. above the water-flood:] Above the clouds, 
directing the storm. 

Fier. 10. shall give strengtK] This mighty Lord can 
use His power as He pleases ; and He uses it in giving 
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strength to His people. The very storm which destroys 
His enemies, can minister safety to His chosen servants. 
Exod. ix. 22—26. 



Bow down, ye mighty ones of earth, and own Jehovah's 
power : suhmit yoursdves, and turn aside the wrath which ye 
are not able to withstand. Often, indeed, do we see the stoutest 
heart tremble at the voice of the Lord in the thunder ; often 
does the lightning flash terror upon the soul that has been 
defying the majesty of Heaven : would to God it might always 
convince and convert! And if He be now so terrible, in 
thunder, and lightning, and earthquake ; if these so awfuUy 
show the power of God and the weakness of man, what will He 
be to sinners in the day of His fierce anger, when the " powers 
of heaven shall be snaken;" when ''the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat, (when) the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up ?" 2 Pet. iii. 10. O let us seek a refuge 
against that day, a refuge in every storm. Let us hear " toe 
voice of the Lord " in His blessed word, promising mercy, and 
deliverance, and life : let ns " seek, and we shall find'' shelter 
in His ark of salvation : in that safe keeping we shall sing His 

ffloiT after every storm, and even while the storm is raging, 
n tne midst of all enemies and all troubles without, we sh^ 
have peace within, from " the Prince of Peace ;" and He wiQ 
give us at last the blessing of eternal peace, in that land of rest, 
where He '' remaineth a King for ever." 



QUESTIONS. 

'* firing young rams," for what purpose ? — Give what unto 
the Lord ? — ^And how worship Him ? — ^What do you mean by 
•* the voice of the Lord ?" — How is it described m verse 4 ? — 
"What does it break? — ^What is Lebanon? — What Sirion? — 
A unicorn ? — ^What does this voice shake ? — ^Where and how do 
God's true worshippers bear witness to His power? — Where 
does the Lord sit ? — ^Wbat is meant by the water-flood ? — ^What 
does the Lord remain ? — ^What will He give to His peo^e ? — 
How must we seek refuge and safety in every trouble ? — Where 
shall we be safe at the last ? 
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The Thirtieth Psalm, 



[6th Day. 



THE SIXTH DAY. 

j^omtns Eraser* 



PSALM XXX. 



A thanksgiving for deliverance, either from a dangerous 
sickness, or from some terrible persecution. Some think it 
was composed when David took possession of his new house, 
2 Sain, V. 11. See the Bible Version. 



1 I will magnify thee, O 
Lord, for thou hast set me up : 
and not made my foes to tri- 
umph over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried 
unto thee : and thou hast 
healed me. 

3 Thou, Lord, hast brought 
my soul out of hell : thou hast 
kept my life from them that go 
down to the pit. 

4 Sing praises unto the Lord, 
O ye saints of his : and give 
thanks unto him for a remem- 
brance of his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endureth 
but the twinkling of an eye, 
and in his pleasure is life : 
heaviness may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the 
morning. 

6 And in my prosperity I 
said, I shall never be re- 
moved : thou. Lord, of thy 



goodness hast made my hill so 
strong. 

7 Thou didst turn thy face 
from me : and I was troubled. 

8 Then cried I unto thee, O 
Lord : and gat me to my Lord 
right humbly. 

9 What profit is there in my 
blood : when I go down to the 
pit? 

10 Shall the dust give thanks 
unto thee : or shall it declare 
thy truth ? 

11 Hear, O Lord, and have 
mercy upon me : Lord, be thou 
my helper. 

12 Thou hast turned my 
heaviness into joy : thou hast 
put off my sackcloth, and 
girded me with gladness. 

13 Therefore shall every good 
man sing of thy praise without 
ceasing : O my Grod, I will give 
thanks unto tnee for ever. 



Fer. 1 .] In tliis, and many other verses of the Psalm, 
David may be understood, not only as speaking for him- 
self, but also as speaking the language of the Messiah, 
Christ Jesus, to whom the expressions are still more 
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suited. He truly was " set up,*' and His foes were not 
suffered " to triumph over" Him. 

Ver, 3. brought my soul, S^c,"] Delivered me from the 
grave. But the words more properly describe the resur- 
rection of Jesus* See on Psalm xvi. 11, — from them that 
go down] I am not numbered with them. The meaning is, 
'^ Thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the 
pit," or grave. Bih. Vers, 

Ver. 4. his hoUnessJ] His excellency, shown in His 
mercy and pity. 

Ver, 5. hut the twinkling, ^c] But a moment. Bib. 
Vers. See 1 Cor. xv. 52. — in his pleasure'] In His being 
pleased, in His favour. This verse presents a most beau- 
tiful and affecting image of the sufferings and exaltation of 
Christ; of the sorrows and joys of a penitent; of the 
miseries of time, and the glories of eternity ; of the night of 
death, and the morning of the resurrection. 

Ver, 6. made my hill, ^c] I thought that the hill of 
Sion, on which I dwelt, was so strong a place, that I was 
in no danger from my enemies. David, we see, though 
acknowledging the Lord's goodness in making him pros- 
perous, grew confident and careless ; and so was betrayed 
to sin : and then, it appears, from ver, 7, God turned His 
face from him and withdrew His favour. 

Fer. 8. Then cried I] The rod of correction had its 
proper effect ; it brought him to prayer and humbled him. 

Ver. 9. What profit] I said in my distress, and in the 
sickness thereby brought upon me. Of what use can I be, 
if I die, to the cause and Church of God ? How can I 
glorify His name ? By this David meant to show fully he 
was resolved to serve the L(j^d, in case his life was spared ; 
and he pleaded this resolution before God, as the ground of 
mercy, and the only reason why he wished to live : God 
heard the prayer, ver, 12, and David kept his resolution 
and promise. 

Ver. 12. my sackcloth,] My garment of mourning; — 
and girded me, ^c] Made me to gird myself with gar- 
ments of joy. This verse was true also of Christ, and will 
be true of every penitent disciple. 
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We should freauentlv call to mind the many trouhles and 
dangers from whicn we have been ** lifted np," and ever remem- 
ber them with gratitude and love to our heavenly Father, who 
alone hath preserved us and kept us alive. And if He has 
restored us in answer to our prayers, and if He gives us bless- 
ings, let us never on that account presume, never grow careless, 
never be misled or dazzled by any worldly thing, never drawn 
aside from our humble reliance upon God. For if we forget Him, 
He will *' turn His face from us;*' and bring us, by new and 
heavier corrections, to feel our own weakness, and our depend- 
ence upon his goodness and power. But let not the believer, 
when thus corrected, be cast down to despair ; it is the hand of 
the Father, chastising in love ; the punishment, diough severe, 
will be short ; a sorrowful night, a happy morning. " For a 
small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies 
wiU I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a moment ; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy 
on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer." Isaiah liv. 7» 8. The 
true penitent, the ** meek and lowly in heart,'' shall soon ex- 
change his sackcloth for the garments of salvation : and, on 
the latter day, he shall, through the Redeemer's merits, put off 
^e vileness of the grave, and rise with a ''glorious body.'* 
PAt/.iii. 21. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why did David magnify God?— Explain verse 3.— His 
wrath endureth but what t — ^What do you mean by ^ the 
twinkling of an eye V* — Where else do we find these words? — 
What did David say in his prosperity ? — And what did God do 
on account of this presumption ? — ^And how did David after- 
wards behave ? — How did he plead with God to spare him ? — 
What did he mean by this pleading ? — Put off my sackcloth ? — 
Girded me with gladness ? — ^What should we do when afflicted 
and corrected ? 



PSALM XXXL 

This Psalm consists of prayers to God, of thanks for His 
mercy in many trials, and of purposes to trust and rejoice in 
Him. It may allude to David^s great difficulties and dan^ 
yers in the city of Keilah, when he fled to a strong hold in the 
mountains. 1 Sam. xxiii. 7 — ^29. JVe shall find, however, 
many passages in the Psalm which belong rather to the Son 
of David. 
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. 1 In thee» O Lord, have I 
put my trust : let me never be 
put to confusion, deliver me in 
thy righteousness. 

2 Bow down thine ear to 
me : make haste to deliver me. 

3 And be thou mv strong 
rock, and house of aefence : 
tiiat thou mayest save me. 

4 For thou art my strong 
rock, and my castle : be thou 
also my guide, and lead me for 
thy Name's saJ^e. 

5 Draw me out of the net 
that they have laid privily for 
me : for thou art my strength. 

6 Into thy hands I commend 
my spirit : for thou hast re- 
deemed me, O Lord, thou God 
of truth. 

7 I have hated them that 
hold of superstitious vanities : 
and my trust hath been in the 
Lord. 

8 I will be glad, and rejoice 
in thy mercy : for thou hast 
consiaered my trouble, and hast 
known my soul in adversities. 

9 Thou hast not shut me up 
into the hand of the enemy : 
but hast set my feet in a large 
room. 

10 Have mercy upon me, O 
Lord, for I am in trouble : and 
mine eye is consumed for very 
heaviness; yea, my soul an(^ 
my body. 

11 For my life is waxen old 
with heaviness : and my years 
with mourning. 

12 My strength faileth me, 
because of mine iniquity : and 
my bones are consumed. 

13 I became a reproof among 
all mine enemies, but especially 
among my neighbours : and 
they of mine acquaintance were 

£ 



afraid of me ; and they that 
did see me without conveyed 
themselves from me. 

14 I am clean foi^gotten, as 
a dead man outof mmd : I am 
become like a broken vesaeL 

15 For I have heard the blas- 
phemy of the multitude : and 
fear is on every side, while 
they conspire together against 
me, and take their counsel to 
take away my life. 

16 But my hope hath been 
in thee, O Lord : I have said. 
Thou art my God. 

1/ My time is in thy hand; 
deliver me from the hand of 
mine enemies : and from them 
that persecute me. 

18 Show thy servant the 
light of thy countenance : and 
save me for thy mercy's sake. 

19 Let me not be confound- 
ed, O Lord, for I have called 
upon thee : let the ungodly be 
put to confusion, and be put to 
silence in the ffrave. 

20 Let the lying lips be put 
to silence : which cruelly, uis- 
dainfuUy, and despitefiilly 
speak against the righteous. 

21 O how plentiful is thy 
goodness, which thou hast laid 
up for them that fear thee : 
and that thou hast prepared 
for them that put their trust in 
thee, even before the sons of 
men! 

22 Thou shalt hide them 
privily by thine own presence 
from the provoking of all men : 
thou shalt keep them secretly 
in thy tabernacle from the strife 
of tongues. 

23 Thanks be to the Lord : for 
he hath shown me marvellous 
great kindness in a strong city. 
4 
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The Thirty-first Psalm. 
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24 And wlien I made haste, 
I said : I am cast oat of the 
sight of thine eyes. 

25 Nevertheless, thoaheard- 
est the voice of my prayer : 
when I cried unto thee. 

26 O love the Lord, all ye 



his saints : for the Lord pre-* 
serveth them that are faithfal, 
and plenteously rewardeth the 
proud doer. 

27 Be strong, and he shall 
establish your heart : all ye 
that put your trust in the Lord. 



Ver, 1. in thy righteousness,'] Make good Thy promised 
mercies. God is '*&ithfiil and just" in delivering those 
who trust in Him. 

Ver, 5. out of the net] Out of the snare : thus did the 
Jews take counsel against Christ. 

Ver. 6. Into thy handSf ^c,"] These words were uttered 
by our Lord upon the cross. Luke xxiii. 46. — redeemed 
me,'] Set me free. 

Ver, 7. that hold of] That regard. — superstitious vani^ 
ties :] Lying vanities, the false gods of the heathen, which 
it is folly to worship. 

Ver. 8. hast known my souf] Hast owned and suc- 
coured me. 

Ver. 9. hast set myfeety S^c^ Hast set me at liberty. 
Psalm iv. 1. 

Ver. 10. mine eye, ^c] The outward expression of my 
grief of mind. 

Ver. 11. is waxen old^ I am become like an old man, 
feeble and spent. 

Ver. 13. a reproof] A reproach : they call me by ill 
names. This verse, and the two following, very clearly 
apply to Jesus, who was reviled and despised by His own 
people ; who was deserted, when " all the disciples forsook 
Him and fled" for fear ; and against whose lif^ His wicked 
enemies were always conspiring. 

Ver. 16. I have said, ^c] I have determined and de- 
clared that I will look to Thee alone. 

Ver. 17. My time is, ^c] Thou wilt order for me how 
long I shall live. Thus the enemies of Jesus could not 
touch Him till His time was come ; as He said to Pilate, 
" Thou couldst have no power," &c. John xix. 11. 

Ver. 20. lying lips] If they were liars who accused 
David of crime, how much more they who accused Christ, 
" the righteous one !" 
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Ver, 22. in thy tabernacle] They shall be as safe in 
Thy presence, as if they were shut up in the tabernacle. 

Ver. 23. in a strong city.] Probably meaning Keilah, 
which was a fenced city, well guarded ; and from which he 
was delivered. 1 Sam. xxiii. 7. 

Ver. 24. when I made haste^] When I was hasty, and did 
not patiently consider, I gave up all for lost. 

Ver. 27. Be strong, S^c] Be of good courage, and He 
will strengthen thine heart. 



The righteous living amongst the wicked, must expect to be 
sorely tried and put to rebuke : and when they are so, let them 
remember David, " the man after God's own heart," and the 
treatment which he met with continually ; let them " look unto 
Jesus," who was still more hated and afflicted than they can 
ever be. After the example of David, and still more after the 
example of Jesus, let them pray, and commit their cause to God. 
Our time is in His hand, and no enemy can cut us off, till the 
Lord sees it good for us, till our work be done. We are better 
guarded than in the strongest city ; *' we are kept by the power 
of God, through faith unto salvation." 1 Fet. i. 5. Never, 
therefore, let us give way to unbelief; never hastily conclude, 
in the hour of sorrow, that we are cut off from the favour and 
protection of the Lord. Let us think of the many mercies and 
deliverances which we have already received ; let us think of 
" the sure word of promise," which never has failed, nor can 
£ul, and let us say, ** My hope hath been in Thee, O Lord ; I 
have said. Thou art my God." Every day let us commend our 
spirit into His hands, for He hath redeemed us; let us go on 
i in the way of duty, as His redeemed servants ; and thus He 
* will be with us even to the end ; and when we breathe our last, 
we shall be enabled cheerfully to commend our spirit into the 
bands of the everlasting Saviour, who will " keep that which we 
have conunitted unto Him against that day." 2 lim. i. 12. 

QUB8TI0H8. 

In what words did David resign himself to God ? — Who else 
used those words, and when } — Superstitious vanities ? — In a 
large room ? — My life is waxen old ? — I became a reproof? — My 
time is in thy hand ? — ^Thou shalt keep them in thy taber- 
nacle ? — When I made haste? — What did David then say? — 
Be strong ? — He shall establish thine heart ? 

£ 5 
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PSALM xxxn. 

Here is set forth the blessedness of pardon^ the way to 
obtain it, together with the nature and effects of true repent^ 
ance. This is one of the penitential Psalms^ and is used on 
Ash' Wednesday, 



1 Blessed is he whose un- 
righteousness is forgiven : and 
whose sin is covered. 

2 Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord imputeth no 
sin : and in whose spirit there 
is no guile. 

3 For while I held my 
tongue : my bones consumed 
away through my daily com- 
plaining. 

4 For thy hand is heavy 
upon me dajr and night : and 
my moisture is like the drought 
in summer. 

5 I will acknowledge my sin 
unto thee : and mine unrighte- 
ousness have I not hid. 

6 I said, I will confess my 
sins unto the Lord : and so 
thou forgavest the wickedness 
of my sin. 

7 For this shall every one 
that is godly make his prayer 
unto thee« In a time when 



thou mayest be found : but in 
the great water-floods they shall 
not come nigh him. 

8 Thou art a place to hide 
me in, thou shalt preserve me 
from trouble : thou shalt com- 
pass me about with songs of 
deliverance. 

9 I will inform thee, and 
teach thee in the way wherein 
thou shalt go : and I will guide 
thee with mine eye. 

10 Be ye not like to hone 
and mule, which have no un* 
derstanding : whose mouths 
must be held with bit and 
bhdle, lest they fedl upon thee. 

1 1 Great plagues remain for 
the ungodly : but whoso putteth 
his trust in the Lord, mercy 
embraceth him on every side. 

12 Be glad, O ye righteous, 
and rejoice in the Lord : and 
be joyral, all ye that are true of 
heart. 



Ver. 1. whose sin is covered."] So as not to appear 
against him ; not to be brought forward any more. Sin 
is the only cause of misery. When this is forgiven, there 
is no charge remaining against us ; Grod is then our friend, 
and in His &vour is life and joy. St. Paul quotes the two 
first verses of this Psalm {Rom. iv. 7» 8,) to show that this 
blessedness is procured by the free mercy of God, through 
the merits of Jesus Christ. Man can do nothing to deserve 
pardon ; he must be made fit for it by the grace of God ; he 
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must repent and believe ; bat it is owing entirely to Grod's 
undeserved goodness that there is any means of pardon 
for sinful man. Happy are they who seek and find it : to 
tfaem the blessing, to God the praise. 

Ver. 2. imfputetK] Reckoneth ; to whose chaige the 
Lord layeth no sin. — no guile, ^c] No deceit or hypo- 
crisy. Here we have the state of heart, the character of 
the man who is forgiven : he must be sincere in his repent- 
ance of all sin ; he must believe with all his soul ; he must 
fully resolve to obey every commandment of God, without 
any exception, to the utmost of his power. There must be 
no habit of evil, which he is even desirous to keep ; and no 
duty which he is not willing to perform. 

Ver, 3. while I held my tongue :] Before I made con- 
fession, I was in a dreadful state of mind : now I am easy* 
He probably alludes to his crimes of adultery and murder. 
2 Sam, xi. 

Ver, 4. my moisture, <^c.] I am -dried up : the healthy 
juices of my body are gone, as the moisture goes from the 
parched land in summer : the summers in the land of Judea 
were very hot, and the herbs all withered away, 

Ver, by 6, I will acknowledge, — / will confess] " If we 
confess our sins. He is faithful and just (true to His pro- 
mise) to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 1 John i. 9. When David had fully 
confessed his sin to Nathan, he said, '* The Lord hath put 
away thy sin." 2 Sam, xii. 13. But it must be the con- 
fession of deep repentance. 

Ver, 7. shall not come nigh him,"] This may mean, 
either that the great floods (of trouble) shall not come 
near to hurt the godly man ; or it may mean that they 
(the ungodly) who will not seek the Lord while He may be 
found, shall not be suffered to come near Him in the day 
of their great trouble and danger, when they would only 
be driven to Him through fear. 

Ver, 8. compass me about] I shall be delivered so oflen, 
that my songs of praise shall seem as if they compassed, or 
surrounded me ; they shall be so many. 

Ver, 9. / will inform thee,] These are the words of 
David, in the name of God, addressed to every one who 
will regard Him. 

£ 6 
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* Ver. 10. whose mouths^ ^c."] Who must he held and 
managed hy force, or sharp usage. Come ye, and serve 
God willingly and freely. 



All men would he happy ; hut most men miss the way to he 
80 : they seek their happiness in the sinful world, with guilt 
lying upon their consciences, unrepented and unfoigiven. But 
*' there is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.'' Isaiah Ivii. 
21. No peace while the hurden of sin is resting upon the sou). 
Sometimes it drives people to despair : sometimes their torment 
of mind is so great, that they put themselves to death. How 
ought we to tremble at the consequences of sin ; how anxious 
should we he to escape them ! They alone are hiessed, they 
alone are happy, whose sins are forgiven, through the mercy and 
merit of their great Redeemer ; their change of heart and life 
gives them a lively hope, that they are partakers of this blessed- 
ness ; they do believe and love, they do repent and obey ; they 
do pray and strive " to be cleansed from all sin ;'' to be " Israel- 
ites indeed, in whom is no guile." John i. 47. And the joy of 
this change is unspeakable. O that all could be led to partake 
of it ; that, instead of keeping their sins, like a smothered fire, 
in their bosom, they would spread them before the Lord, in 
repentance and faith, and have them forgiven! O that they 
would '' seek the Lord, while He may be found ;" " before the 
evil days come!" 

QUESTIONS. 

Who is blessed ? — What do you mean by sin being covered ? 
— Imputeth ? — ^Through whom are sins forgiven? — No guile? — 
What sign have we that our sins are forgiven ? — Like the 
drought ? — What will God do, if we confess our sins ? — Repeat 
the passage from St. John.— The great water-floods? — Not 
like to horse and mule, how so?— What remain for the un- 
godly ? — What will be to those who put their trust in the Lord I 



PSALM XXXIII. 

The righteous are called upon to rejoice in God, and to 
praise Him for His perfections, as shown in His word and 
works, especially to rejoice in His goodness, as shown in the 
protection of His people. 

1 Rejoice in the Lord, O ye i well the just to he thank- 
righteous : for it becometh I ful. 
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2 Praise the Lord with harp : 
sing praises unto him with the 
lute, and instrument of ten 
strings. 

3 Sing unto the Lord a new 
song : sing praises lustily unto 
him with a good courage. 

4 For the word of the Lord 
is true : and all his works are 
faithful. 

5 He loveth righteousness 
and judgement : the earth is 
full of the goodness of the 
Lord. 

6 By the word of the Lord 
were the heavens made : and 
all the host of them by the 
breath of his mouth. 

7 He gathereth the waters 
of the sea together, as it were 
upon an heap : and layeth up 
the deep as in a treasure- 
house. 

8 Let all the earth fear the 
Lord : stand in awe of him, 
all ye that dwell in the 
world. 

9 For he spake> and it was 
done : he commanded, and it 
stood fast. 

10 The Lord bringeth the 
counsel of the heathen to 
nought : and maketh the de- 
rices of the people to be of 
none effect, and casteth out the 
counsels of princes. 

1 1 The counsels of the Lord 
shall endure for ever : and the 
thoughts of his heart from 
generation to generation. 



12 Blessed are the people, 
whose God is the Lord Jehovah : 
and blessed are the folk that 
he hath chosen to him to be 
his inheritance. 

13 The Lord looked down 
from heaven, and beheld all 
the children of men : from the 
habitation of his dwelling he 
considereth all them that dwell 
on the earth. 

14 He fashioneth all the 
hearts of them : and under- 
standeth all their works. 

15 There is no king that 
can be saved by the multitude 
of an host : neither is anv 
mighty man delivered by much 
strength. 

16 A horse is counted but a 
vain thing to save a man : nei- 
ther shall he deliver any man 
by his great strength. 

17 Behold, the eye of the 
Lord is upon them that fear 
him : and upon them that put 
their trust in his mercy ; 

18 To deliver their soul from 
death : and to feed them in the 
time of dearth. 

19 Our soul hath patiently 
tarried for the Lord : for he is 
our help, and our shield. 

20 For oar heart shall re- 
joice in him : because we have 
hoped in his holy Name. 

21 Let thy merciful kind- 
ness, O Lord, be upon us : 
like as we do put our trust in 
thee. 



Ver,\, the just] The upright, the obedient servants of God. 

Ver. 3. histily] Earnestly, loudly. 

Ver. 6, by the breath, ^c] " He commanded, and they 
were created." Psalm cxlviii. 5. 

Ver. 7. He gathereth the waters'] Gen. i. 9, 10. Job 
xxxviii. 8 — 11. 
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Ver. 10. to nought:'} To nothing. — and maketh the 
devices] Maketh the thoi^ts and plans of the people vrho 
oppose Him to end in nothing. 

Fer. 14. He fashioneth^ ^eJ] The Lord fonned the 
souls of men, as well as their bodies; and therefore must 
see into their very hearts, and be perfectly acquainted with 
every one of their thoughts ; and what He sees He marks 
for judgment. 

Ver. 18. in the time of dearth^} Of want and scarcity. 

Fer, 19. our shieldJ] See on Psalm v. 13. 



The righteooa servants of God are deeply sensible of 

mercy and favour : He gives them their daily bread, and all 
their eartblv blessings : He supplies their soms with heavenly 
strength ana comfort, by the grace of His Holy Spirit : they 
are ahogether happy in Him. And " who bath made them to 
differ" from the rest of mankind ? What hath raised them above 
the world ? Who, but their gracioas God i showing them the 
knowledge of His ways, even the way* of salvation, and leading 
them to walk therein. Truly then, it " becometh them well to 
be thankful." He, who made the world and all that is therein, 
eontiDually watches for the good of them that fear Him. AH 
the power of the mightiest kings and the greatest armies is 
nothmg when set against God : He who giveth bounds to the 
sea, and keeps its proud waves in their place, giveth bounds also 
to the mighty ones of the earth, and keeps them according to 
His will. Be not afraid : ** who is he that shall harm you, if 
ye be followers of that which is good?'' 1 Pet, iii. 13. The 
Lord will preserve your lives, and supply your earthly wants, as 
fur as it is good for you ; and He will feed your souls, and pre- 
serve you from eternal death. Surely, His " merciful kindness 
will be upon yon, according as you put your trust in Him." 

QUESTIONS. 

What does it become the just to be ? — ^Who are the just ?^> 
Why should they be thankful? — Lustily? — By the breath of 
His mouth? — ^To nought? — ^To be of none effect? — What 
people are blessed?— What does the Lord fashion? — How 
iashioneth the heart ? — Upon whom is the eye of the Lord ?— 
In the time of dearth ? — Wno are then fed ? 
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PSALM XXXIV. 

David praises God, and exhorts others^ from his own 
experience, to hless and trust in Him, He then teaches the 
fear of the Lord, and compares the state of the righteous 
with that of the wicked. 



1 I will alwav give thanks 
unto the Lord : nis praise shall 
ever be in my moutn. 

2 My soul shall make her 
boast in the Lord : the humble 
shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

3 O praise the Lord with 
me : and let xu magnify his 
Name together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and he 
heard me : yea, he delivered me 
out of all my fear. 

5 They had an eve unto him, 
and were lightened : and their 
feces were not ashamed. 

6 Lo, the poor crieth, and 
the Lord heareth him : yea, 
and saveth him oot of all his 
troubles. 

7 The angel of thQ Lord tar- 
rieth round about them that 
fear him : and delivereth them. 

8 O taste, and see, how gra- 
cious the Lord is : blessed is 
the man that trusteth in him. 

9 O fear the Lord, ve that 
are his saints : for they tnat fear 
him lack nothing. 

10 The lions do lack, and 
suffer hunger : but they who 
seek the Lord shall want no 
manner of thing that is good. 

11 Come, ye children, and 
hearken unto me : I wiU teach 
you the fear of the Lord. 

12 What man is he that 



lusteth to live : and would fain 
see good days ? 

13 Keep thy tongue from 
evil : and thy lips, that they 
speak no guile. 

14 Eschew evil, and do good : 
seek peace, and ensue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous : and his ears 
are open imto their prayers. 

16 The countenance of the 
Lord is against them that do 
evil : to root out the remem- 
brance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and 
the Lord heareth them : and 
delivereth them out of all their 
troubles. 

18 The Lord' is nigh unto 
them that are of a contrite 
heart : and will save such as be 
of an humble spirit. 

19 Great are the troubles of 
the righteous : but the Lord 
delivereth him out of all. 

20 He keepeth all his bones : 
so that not one of them is 
broken. 

21 But misfortune shall slay 
the ungodly : and they that 
hate the righteous shall be de- 
solate. 

22 The Lord delivereth the 
souls of his servants : and all 
they that put their trust in him 
shsQl not be destitute. 



Ver, 2. The humble, ^cJ] Other humble and pious 
people shall hear of my deliverance, and thus take comfort 
to themselves. 
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Ver. 5. They had an eye unto him^ They looked unto 
HiiD. David declares the mercy of God to all the righte- 
ous, as well as to himself. — lightened ;] Were comforted. 

Ver. 6. the poor"] The weak and afflicted man ; meaning 
himself: probably alluding also to Him, who ** though He 
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor." 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
Though He was powerRil and happy in heavenly glory, yet 
He became weak as man, *' a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief." Isa. liii. 3. 

Fer. 7. The anget] The heavenly messengers whom 
Jehovah sends to protect His faithful servants, are called 
angels : the meaning of the word angel is, a person sent. 
Thus St. Paul speaks of the angels, *' as ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion." Heb, i. 14. The Lord Himself also is called by this 
name, Gen. xxxi. 11. 13. 24, and xlviii. 16. Exod. iii. 
2. 4, that is, the Lord Christ, who appeared, before He 
took upon Him our flesh, to holy men of old, in the form 
of an angel ; and was all along the Head of the Church of 
Israel. The prophet Malachi calls Him " the messenger 
(or angel) of the covenant." Mai, iii. 1. And David may 
especially allude to Him in this verse. Thus also says St. 
Paul, " God sent forth His Son." Gal. iv. 4. 

Ver. 8. taste^ and see,'] Know it by experience and 
enjoyment ; the goodness of God is as plainly to be per- 
ceived by the mind, as honey by the taste, and light by the 
eyes. 

Fer. 9. lack nothing.] Want nothing. 

Fer. 11. Ye children,] Ye that are willing to learn as 
children. 

Fer. 12. that lusteth, ^c] Desirous to live long. — fain 
see] Would wish to see. 

Fer. 13. Keep thy tongue, ^c] James iii. 13 — 18. 

Fer. 14. Eschew] Avoid, depart from. — ensue"] 
Follow. 

Fer. 15. The eyes, ^'c] Compare 1 Pet. iii. 12. 

Fer. 18. contrite] Broken under a sense of sin and a 
load of affliction. Matt. v. 3. 

Fer. 19. Great are the troubles] Compare John xvl. 33. 

. Fer. 20. keepeth all his bones :] Preserveth his body 

from evil. Matt. x. 29 — 31. But these words are also a 
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prophecy of Christ, foretelling that ''not a bone of Him 
should be broken on the cross." John xix. 31 — 36. 

Ver. 21. misfortune] Evil ; the evil of punishment. — 
desolate J\ Destroyed, or be accounted guilty. (See margin 
of Bible.) 

Ver. 22. Not he destituteJ] Not forsaken, not left in 
want. 



It is our duty to ** bless the Lord at all times ;'' even in sick- 
ness and pain, in trouble and danger, for He is merciful in all ; 
much more should we bless Him for our recovery ; in order 
that we may thus lead others to join in our praises, and to trust 
in Him too. They must be safe and happy, *' who fear the 
Ijord:" His eyes are always over them; He sends His holy 
angels to " tarry round about them," to be ministers of good 
to their bodies and their souls ; yea, the great Angel of the 
covenant, the Lord Jesus their Saviour, is "with them always," 
to protect and preserve them. O that all could be brought to 
make trial of His love ! — ^they would soon be convinced of the 
happiness of serving Him. Those angry feelings and angry 
woids, those unrighteous and violent deeds, which bring so 
much misery, would be put away ; and peace would reign in the 
bosom. God dwelleth with the meek and humble ; and where 
He dwelleth, there must be peace and joy. ** Tims saith the 
high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
bumble spirit ; to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones." Isaiah Ivii. 15. Enable us, O 
Lord, to '* walk by faith, and not by sight," until we come to 
Thy heavenly kingdom ; where, with all Thy saints, *^ made 

Eerfect through si^erings," and with all Thy good angels that 
ave loved and guarded us, we may magnify Thy name for 
evermore. 

QUESTIONS. 

They had an eye unto Him ? — The poor ? — What is an angel ? 
—What may we understand by ** the angel of the Lord ?"— 
How can we taste that the Lord is ^acious ? — ^What do the 
lions ?— " But they," &c. ?— Ye children ?— What will they be 
taught? — Lusteth to live? — Would fain? — How shall we see 
good days ? — Eschew ? — Ensue ? — ^To whom is the Lord nigh ? 
— ^What is contrite ?— Explain verse 20. — And show how it ap- 
plies to Christ. — Misfortune? — Desolate? — Destitute? 
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THE SEVENTH DAY. 

fBLoxninq Eraser. 

PSALM XXXV. 

David prays God to defeat his enemies^ or rather foretels 
that they shall be defeated. He gives an account of their 
wicked dealings, and appeals to God for his innocence. 
Much of this Psakn applies to Christ, 



1 Plead thou my cause, O 
Lord, with them that strive 
with me : and fight thou against 
them that fight against me. 

2 Lay hand upon the shield 
and buckler : and stand up to 
help me. 

3 Bring forth the spear, and 
stop the way against tnem that 
persecute me : say unto my 
soul, I am thy salvation. 

4 Let them be confounded, 
and pat to shame, that seek 
after my soul : let them be 
turned hack, and brought to 
confusion, that imagine mis- 
chief for me. 

5 Let them be as the dust 
before the wind : and the angel 
of the Lord scattering them. 

6 Let their way be dark and 
slippery : and let the angel of 
the Lord persecute them. 

7 For they have privily laid 
their net to destroy me without 
a cause : yea, even without a 
cause have they made a pit for 
my soul. 

8 Let a sudden destruction 
come upon him unawares, and 
his net, that he hath laid privily, 
catch himself : that he may fdl 
into his own mischief. 

9 And, my soul, be joyful in 



the Lord : it shall rejoice in his 
salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say. 
Lord, who is like unto thee, 
who deliverest the poor from 
him that is too strong for him : 
yea, the poor, and lum that is 
in misery, from him that spoil- 
eth him ? 

11 False witnesses did rise 
up : they laid to my charge 
things that I knew not. 

12 They rewarded me evil 
for good : to the great discom- 
fort of my souL 

13 Nevertheless, when they 
were sick, I put on sackcloth, 
and humbled my soul with fast- 
ing : and my prayer shall torn 
into mine own bosom. 

14 I behaved myself as 
though it had been my friend, 
or my brother : I went heavily, 
as one that mourneth for his 
mother. 

15 But in mine adversity 
they rejoiced, and gatherea 
themselves together : yea, the 
very abjects came together 
against me unawares, making 
mouths at me, and ceased not. 

16 With the flatterers were 
busy mockers : who gnashed 
upon me with theur teeth. 
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1 7 Lord, how long wilt thou 
look upon this : O deliver my 
soul m>m the calamities whicn 
they bring on me, and my darl- 
ing from the lions. 

18 So will I give thee thanks 
in the great congregation : I 
will praise thee aoxmg much 
people. 

19 O let not them that are 
mine enemies triumph over me 
imgodly : neither let them wiDk 
wim their eyes that hate me 
"without a cause. 

20 And why? their c^- 
muning is not for peace : 'but 
they imagine deceitful words 
against them that are quiet in 
the land. 

21 They gaped upon me with 
their mouths, and said : Fie on 
thee, fie on thee, we saw it with 
our eyes. 

. 22 This thou hast seen, O 
Xiord : hold not thy tongue 
then^ go not far from me, O 
Lord. 
23 Awake ^nd stand up to 



judge my quarrel : avenge thoa 
my cause, my God, and my 
Lord. 

24 Judge me, O Lord my 
God, according to thy righte- 
ousness : andlet them not tri- 
umph over me. 

25 Let them not say in their 
hearts. There, there, so would 
we have it : neither let them 
say. We have devoured him. 

26 Let them be put to con- 
fusion and shame together, that 
rejoice at my trouble : let them 
be clothed with rebuke and dis- 
honour that boast themselves 
against me. 

27 Let them be glad and re- 
joice, that favour my righteous 
dealing : yea, let them say al- 
way. Blessed be the Lord, who 
hath pleasure in the prosperity 
of his servant. 

28 And as for my tongue, it 
shall be talking of thy righte- 
ousness : and of thy praise all 
the day long. 



Ver.l, Plead thou my cai^e^ Defend me, for I cannot 
defend myself. — and fight"] David calls upon God as " a 
man of war." Exod, jlv. 3. 

Ver. 4. Let them^ ^cJ] The proper sense is, " they shall 
be confounded, &c. ; they shall be turned back," &c., and 
thus in ver. 4. 6. 8. 26. It is a prophecy foreshowing the 
destruction of the wicked, or a solemn denunciation of 
God's certain judgments against them. 

Ver, 6. the angeV] See on Psalm xxxiv. 7. Angels are 
employed as the ministers of vengeance, as well as mercy. 
2 Sam, xxiv. 16. 2 Kings xix. 35. 

Ver, 7, 8. laid privily^] See on Psalm ix. 15. 

Ver, 9. Andy my souly] And thou, O my soul. 

Ver, 10. All my hones] My body shall be refreshed by 
the gladness of my heart, it also shall bear witness to the 
power and mercy of the Lord. — the poor^ See on Psalm 
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xxxiv. 6. — that spaUeth him ?'] That would ruin and de- 
stroy him. 

Ver. 11. False witnesses^ See on Psalm xxvii. 14. 

Ver. 12. evU for good:} If this were true of David, 
how much more so of Christ, ''who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil !" 
Acts X. 38. — to the great discomfort^ ^c] Evea seeking to 
take away my life. 

Ver, 13. and humbled^ 4*^*1 Mourning for their sins, 
if so be that God might have mercy on them. Thus 
Jesus £isted. Matt. iv. 1, 2 ; and wept over Jerusalem, 
Luke xix. 41, 42 ; and prayed for His murderers, Luke 
xxiii. 34. — sackcloth^ See on Psalm xxx. 12. — my prayer^ 
^c] It was a prayer for good to them ; and though it 
does not answer its purpose, it shall bring good to me ; 
shall bring, as it were, gifts into my bosom. In those 
days, the garment fell over the bosom in a large hollow 
fold, into which they used to put what was given them. 
Thus Luke vi. 38, '' shall men give into your bosom." 
See also Isa, Ixv. 6. 

Ver, 15. the very affects'] The lowest of the violent 
people; thus was Christ insulted and reviled, yea, even 
by the malefactor on the cross. Matt, xxvi. 67 ; xxvii. 
27—31. 39—44. 

Ver. 16. gnashed^ After the manner of wild beasts. See 
Psalm xxii. 13. 21. 

Ver, 17. my darling from the lions.'] See on Psalm xxii. 
20, 21. 

Ver. 18.] See on Psalm xxii. 22. 25. 

Ver. 19. wink with, ^-c] Make signs to one another, by 
winking, as if they were in league to take and destroy me. 

Ver. 20. their communing'] Their taking counsel together. 
— them that are quiet] David made no disturbance against 
Saul : Christ did not seek to be an earthly king ; the early 
Christians never meddled with the government ; yet they 
were all persecuted, and accused before rulers, and punished 
as rebels. But it is better to '' suffer for well-doing than 
for evil-doing." 1 Pet. iii. 16, 17. 

Ver. 21. we saw it] Declaring that they saw me do what 
I never did. 

Ver. 22. hold not thy tongue] Be not silent, " plead Thou 
my cause." 
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Fer. 25. Let them not'] Let them not say, ** It is as we 
desired, we have our way." 

Fer. 28. he talking] So shall it be seen that my heart is 
sensible of Thy goodness. 



The faithful servant is admitted into a covenant of friendship 
with his God : and they who strive with him, fight against the 
Almighty; whose presence and assistance will be a greater 
defence to His people, than the most powerful hosts of armed 
men. If He say to each of ouf souls, " I am thy salvation," 
we have nothing to fear. We must not desire the ruin or the 
injury of any enemies ; we must desire their good, and pray for 
their forgiveness and conversion ; according to the example of 
our blessed Lord upon the cross, and according to His holy 
commandment : " 1 say unto you. Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which aespitefully use you, and persecute you." Matt. 
V. 44. But still we must feel assured, that God will show forth 
His truth in the punishment of all who rebel against Him, and 
will not repent. He punished the wicked enemies of David, 
and the wicked enemies of Christ, because they were rebelling 
against the God of Heaven ; and none who so rebel can ever 
escape. However we may be hated, whatever we may suffer, 
let us take care not to deserve it ; let us bring no trouble upon 
our heads by our own sin and folly ; let us *' be quiet in the 
land," and attend to our duty, with meekness and patience : let 
us endeavour, as St. Paul aid, " to have always a conscience 
void of offence towards God and towards men." Actsxxiv, 16. 
Thus we may leave our cause with the Lord, and He will " give 
us the victory,'' and we shaU " be glad and rejoice," here and 
for ever. 

QUESTIONS. 

How does David call upon God in the beginning of this 
Psalm ? — Let them be, &c. verse 4, 5, 6 ? — Laid their net ? — All 
my bones say? — ^The poor? — ^That spoileth him ? — To the great 
discomfort of my soul ? — I put on sackcloth ? — With fasting ? 
—Who else did so ? — Into mine own bosom ? — ^What does it 
mean? — Whence is the figure taken? — ^The very abjects? — 
How was this fulfilled in Christ ? — My darlinff from the lions ? 
— Neither let them wink with their eyes ? — ^Tneir communing ? 
— We saw it with our eyes ? — Hold not Thy tongue ? — What 
will God do to all His enemies ? — What should we do for our 
enemies ? — What will God then do for us ? 
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PSALM XXXVI. 

David describes the had 'principles and practices of wicked 
men, and is led by them to reflect on the mercy, the truth, 
and the justice of God. 



1 My heart sboweth me the 
wickedness of the ungodly : 
that there is no fear of Uod 
before his eyes. 

2 For he flattereth himself 
m his own sight : until his 
abominable sin be found out. 

3 The words of his mouth 
are unrighteous, and full of de- 
ceit : he hath left off to behave 
himself wisely, and to do good. 

4 He imagineth mischief 
upon his bed, and hath set 
hunself in no good way : nei- 
ther doth he abhor anything 
that is evil. 

5 Thy mercy, O Lord, reach- 
eth unto the heavens : and thy 
faithfulness unto the clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness stand- 
eth like the strong mountains : 
thy judgements are like the 
great deep. 

7 Thou, Lord, shalt save 
both man and beast ; how ex- 



cellent is thy mercy, O God : 
and the children of men shall 
put their trust imder the sha- 
dow of thy wings. 

8 They shall be satisfied with 
the plenteousness of thy house : 
and thou shalt give them drink 
of thy pleasures, as out of the 
river. 

9 For with thee is the well 
of life : and in thy light shall 
we see light. 

10 O continue forth thy lov- 
ing kindness unto them that 
know thee : and thy righteous- 
ness unto them that are true of 
heart. 

11 O let not the foot of pride 
come against me : and let not 
the hand of the ungodly cast 
me down. 

12 There are they fallen, all 
that work wickedness : they 
are cast down, and shall not 
be able to stand. 



Ver, 1. My heart, ^c] lam convinced in my mind, of 
the reason why the ungodly man is so wicked ; it is because 
he does not fear God. 

Ver. 2. his abominable s%n\ His hateful sin ; as long as 
his sin is not publicly known, he flatters himself that he is 
well thought of, and shall never be punished. David, in 
these four verses, probably alludes to Saul, who was become 
very wicked. 

Ver. 4. upon his bed^ Wakeful to devise evil, — abhwr] 
Hate. 

Ver. 5. reacheth unto the heavens :] Is very laxge, has no 
bounds. 
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Fer. 6. the strong mountains ;] It cannot be moved : it 
will last for ever. — the great deep,'] We cannot reach to 
the bottom of them ; they are too deep to be fathomed by 
our T^eak minds. Job xi. 7, &c. 

Ver. 7. Thouj Lord, ^c] Thou preservest and pro- 
videst for all Thy creatures. — theshadow, ^c] See on 
Psalm xvii. 8. 

Ver, 8. the plenteousness, S^c,"] With the rich and abund- 
ant blessings diey enjoy, as Thy children in Thy family. 

Ver. 9. the well of life ;] The well-spring or fountain 
of life. " This is life eternal, that they might know Thee," 
&c. John xvii. 3. '* In Him was life : and the life was the 
light of men.'' John i. 4. God, like the sun, can only be 
seen by the light which He Himself sends fo]th. 

Ver. 10. th<a hnowl That acknowledge and serve Thee. 
See on Psalm i. 7* 

Ver. 11. the foot of pride] Of the proud man ; let him 
not tread me under his foot. 



All the wickedness of men comes from forgetfulness of God : 
their actions speak more plainly than their words : whenever a 
person lives in the habit of any sin, we may be sure that there 
u no true '* fear of God before his eyes." He may flatter and 
deceive himself, and think that he is safe ; but he is in the cer- 
tain way to ruin, and he will go on from one wickedness to 
another, as Satan and his evil heart mav lead him, a plague to 
himself and to all around. But let man be what he will, God is 
ever good and merciful $ both His love and His judgments are 
past finding out. ** For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are niffher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. ' Isa, Iv. 8, 9» 
In this unsearchable wisdom and mercy let our whole trust be 
placed : and thus the light of heaven will be ever shining upon 
our natb; a fountain of comfort will be opened to us in every 
trouble ; and at last we shall drink of the " river of the water 
of life, proceeding out of the throne of Grod and of ^ the Lamb.'' 
Beo. zzii. 1. 

QUESTIONS. 

My heart showeih me? — ^What is the reason of the wicked- 
ness of ungodly men? — ^Why do they flatter themselves ?— Ami 
how?— What are "the words of their mouth?"— What do 
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they not ahhor ?— How far does God's merqr reach ?— What do 
vou mean hy this ? — Explain Terse 6. — Save hoth man and 
Deast ? — Under what do the children of men pnt their trust ? — 
The well of Ufe ?— In thy light shall we see light ?— The foot of 
pride? 



iSir^ning IPraser* 



PSALM XXXVII. 

This Psalm teaches the great duty of submission to the 
dealings of God, whatever they be. The joy of the wicked 
is short, and so are the trials of the righteous : in the endy 
the wicked will be cut off, and the righteous will be preserved 
and blessed for ever. 



1 Fret not thyself because of 
the ungodly : neither be thou 
envious against the evil doers. 

2 For they shall soon be cut 
down like tne grass : and be 
withered even as the green herb. 

3 Put thou thy trust in the 
Lord, and be doing good : 
dwell in the land, and verily 
thou shalt be fed. 

4 Delight thou in the Lord : 
and he shall give thee thy 
heart's desire. 

6 Commit thy way unto the 
Lord, and put thy trust in 
him : and he shall bring it to 
pass. 

6 He shall make thy righte- 
ousness as clear as the light : 
and thy just dealing as the 
noon-day. 

7 Hold thee still in the Lord, 
and abide patiently upon him : 
but grieve not thyself at him 
whose way doth prosper against 
the man that doeth after evil 
counsels. 

8 Leave off from wrath, and 



let go displeasure : fret not 
thyself, else shalt thou be 
moved to do evil. 

9 Wicked doers shall be root- 
ed out : and they that patiently 
abide the Lord, those shall in- 
herit the land. 

10 Yet a little while and the 
ungodly shall be clean gone : 
thou snalt look after his place, 
and he shall be away. 

11 But the meek-spirited 
shall possess the earth : and 
shall be refreshed in the multi- 
tude of peace. 

12 The ungodly seeketh 
counsel against the just : and 
gnasheth upon him with his 
teeth. 

13 The Lord shall laugh him 
to scorn : for he hath seen that 
his day is coming. 

14 The ungodly have drawn 
out the sword, and have bent 
their bow : to cast down the 
poor and needy, and to slay 
such as are of a right conver- 
sation. 
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15 Their sword shall go 
through their own heart : and 
their bow shall be broken. 

16 A small thing that the 
righteous hath : is better than 
great riches of the ungodly. 

17 For the arms of the un- 
godly shall be broken : and the 
Lord upholdeth the righteous. 

18 The Lord knoweth the 
days of the godly : and their 
inheritance shall endure for 
ever. 

19 They shall not be con- 
founded in the perilous time : 
and in the days of dearth they 
shall have enough. 

20 As for the ungodly, they 
shall perish; and the enemies 
of the Lord shall consume as 
the fat of lambs : yea, even as 
the smoke shall they consume 
away. 

21 The ungodly borroweth 
and payeth not again : but the 
righteous is merciful and liberal. 

22 Such as are blessed of 
God shall possess the land : 
and they that are cmrsed of him 
shall be rooted out. 

23 The Lord ordereth a good 
plan's going : and maketh his 
way acceptable to himself. 

24 Though he fall, he shall 
not be cast away : for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand. 

25 I have been young, and 
now am old : and yet saw I 
never the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging their 
bread. 

26 The righteous is ever 
merciful, and lendeth : and his 
seed is blessed. 

27 Flee from evil, and do 
the thing that is good ; and 
dwell for evenniore. 



28 For the Lord loveth the 
thing that is right : be forsak- 
eth not his that be godly, but 
they are preserved for ever. 

29 The unrighteous shall be 
punished : as for the seed of 
the ungodly, it shall be rooted 
out. 

30 Tlie righteous shall in- 
herit the land : and dwell there* 
in for ever. 

31 The mouth of the righte- 
ous is exercised in wisdom : 
and his toDgue will be talking 
of judgement. 

32 llie law of his God is in 
his heart : and his goings shall 
not slide. 

33 The ungodly seeth the 
righteous : and seeketh occa- 
sion to slay him. 

34 The Lord will not leave 
him in his hand : nor condemn 
him when he is judged. 

35 Hope thou in the Lord» 
and keep his way, and he shall 
promote thee, that thou shalt 
possess the land : when the un- 
godly shall perish, thou shalt 
see it. 

36 I myself have seen the 
ungodly in great power : and 
flourishing like a green bay- 
tree. 

37 I went by, and lo, he was 
gone : I sought him, but his 
place could no where be found. 

38 Keep innocency, and take 
heed unto the thing that is 
right : for that shall bring a 
man peace at the last. 

39 As for the transgressors, 
they shall perish together : and 
the end of the ungodly is, they 
shall be rooted out at the last. 

40 But the salvation of the 
righteous cometh of the Lord : 

f 
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Irlio u also tiieir strength in 
tiie tiine of troublo. 
41 And the Lord shall stand 



shall defirer them from the 
ungodly^ and shall save them; 
because they pat their trust in 



by them, and sare them : he i him. 

Ver, 2. as the green herbJ] See Psalm xc. 6. 

Ver, 3. dwell in the landi] Dwell quietly and contentedly 
there. But in the Bible Version it is, ^* so shalt thou dweU 
in the land," i. e. as the reward for so doing. 

Ver, 5. bring it to passJ^ Shall fiilfil thy desire, ver. 4. 

Ver, 8. let go displeasure :] Put away thy vexation and 
eomplaining. 

Ver. 9. abide the Lord,"] Wait for the Lord. — inherit the 
land,"] The promised land of Canaan, which was a pledge 
of all earthly blessings, as also of the inheritance of heaven 
to the patient and faithfid servants of Jehovah. 

Ver. 11. the meek spirited] The meek are they who 
are not soon made angry ; because the grace of God hath 
wrought in them a quiet spirit and temper. The Lord 
engaged to fight their battles for them, and to give them 
possession of the land. By the same figure blessings are 
promised to the Christian also, under the Gospel. Matt* 
V. 5 : in which passage our Lord quotes these words o( 
David. 

Ver. 12. seeketh counsel] Lays plots and snares. Thus 
did the Jews continually against the Just Oke, the blessed 
Jesus, who alone was perfectly just. 

Ver, 13. laugh him to scorn ;J See on PsaJm ii. 4. — his 
day^ Of pumshment. 

Ver, 14. a right conversation!] In Scripture, conversation 
seldom means discourse : it commonly signifies the conduct 
and life. Thus Phil. i. 27 : *' Let your conversation be as 
it becometh the Gospel of Christ." 

Ver, 15. their sword — their bow] Their weapons and 
means of mischief shall be turned against themselves. See 
on Psalm vii. 16. 

Visr. 16. a small thing^ ^c] Solomon, David's son, 
•uttered many wise sentences like this. Prov, xv. 16, 17} 
xvi. 8 ; xvii. 1. 
' Ver. 17. the arms] The power. 

Ver. 18. their inJieritanee] See on ver. 11, 
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Ver. 19. the perilous time:'] In the time of danger and 
trouble. — dearth] Want, scarcity. 

Ver, 20. the fat of lambs :] This was the first part to 
perish by the fire of the sacrifice, 

Ver. 23. acceptahle] Well-pleasing : he has the answer of 
a good conscience. 

Ver, 25. hegging their bread,] David does not say that 
the children of the righteous never were, or would be, 
brought to great want ; but that he had never seen it : and 
no doubt it did very seldom happen in Canaan, where it 
pleased God to encourage His people to righteousness, by 
the promise of earthly blessings. And indeed it seldom 
happens any where, that a righteous family are suffered to 
starve. 

Ver. 30. inherit the land : — for ever.] See on ver.. 11. 

Fer. 31. exercised in wisdom :] Speaketh wisdom. Bib. 
Vers. 

Ver, 33. seeth] Beholds him with jealousy. Watcheth. 
Bib. Vers. 

Ver. 36. bay^tree.] One of the most flourishing trees of 
that country ; a native tree. 



It is of vast importance to us, thoroughly to consider the 
present and future condition both of the righteous and the 
wicked ; that we may know what to choose, and what to ex- 
pect.. The wicked are often suffered to prosper for a little while ; 
yet it is but a little while ; their prosperity is like the flourishing 
of the grass, and the flower, and the tree : it comes to an end 
very soon. Shortly they will no more be found upon the earth ; 
into heaven they cannot enter ; hell alone remains for them, 
where they must suffer the righteous vengeance of an offended 
God. And even here, indee(^ their furious passions and their 
hateful vices will bring them much uneasiness and suffering, a 
sad foretaste of future misery. We need not, therefore, envy 
them their short pleasures : we need not. complain. God, we 
may be sure, is dealing righteously : preparing punishment for 
His enemies, happiness for His people. Look oeyond to-day ; 
look to the ena ; and all will be right. The ^pood man may 
have many trials ; but the Lord will support him ; will make 
him happier even upon earthy than the most prosperous sinner, 
jind wiU give him " peace at the last/' — *' Godliness is profitable 
imto all thingSy havmg promise of the life that now is^ and of 
that which is to come." 1 Tim, iv. 8. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Fret not thvself, &c., why ? — ^Who are the meek-spirited ?— 
What shall they do ? — What do yon mean by ** possessing the 
earth?*' — Explain verses 14, 15.— The arms of the angodly 
broken ? — ^The perilous time ?— Days of dearth? — Consaoieas 
the fat of Iambs ? — What is meant by the mouth being exercised 
in wisdom?— What is the end of the wicked?— What of the 
righteous ? 



THE EIGHTH DAY. 

PSALM XXXVIII. 

David, when he wrote this Psalm, was in some great af' 
fliction of body or mind, occasioned by his sin ; and he prays 
that the burthen of God^s wrath may be removed. It is the 
third penitential Psalm, used on Ash Wednesday. 

8 I am feeble, and sore smit- 
ten : I have roared for the very 
disquietness of my heart. 

9 Lord, thou knowest all my 
desire : and my groaning is not 
hid from thee. 

10 My heart panteth, my 
strength hath fadled me r and 
the sight of mine eyes is gone 
from me. 

1 1 My lovers and my neigh- 
bours did stand looking upon 
my trouble : and my kinsmen 
stood afar oflL 

12 They also that sought 
after my life laid snares for me : 
and they that went about to do 
me evil, talked of wickedness, 
and imagined deceit all the day 
long. 

13 As for me, I was like a 
deaf man and heard not : and 
as one that is dumb, who doth 
not open his mouth. 

14 I became even as a man 



1 Put me not to rebuke, O 
Lord, in thine anger : neither 
chasten me in thy heavy dis- 
pleasure. 

2 For thine arrows stick fast 
in me : and thy hand presseth 
me sore. 

3 There is no health in my 
flesh, because of thy displea- 
sure : neither is there any rest 
in my bones, by reason of my 
sin. 

4 For my wickednesses are 
gone over my head : and are 
nke a sore burden, too heavy 
for me to bear. 

5 My wounds stink, and are 
corrupt : through my foolish- 
ness. 

6 I am brought into so great 
trouble and misery : that I go 
mourning all the day long. 

7 For my loins are filled with 
a sore disease : and there is no 
whole part in my body. 
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that heareth not : and in whose 
mouth are no reproofs. 
. 15 For in thee, O Lord, 
have I put my trust : thou 
shalt answer for me, O Lord 
my God. 

16 I have required that they, 
even mine enemies, should not 
triumph over me : for when 
my foot slipped, they rejoiced 
greatly against me. 

17 And I, truly, am set in 
the plague : and my heaviness 
ifi ever in my sight* 

18 For I wUl confess my 



wickedness : and he sorry, for 
my sin. 

19 But mine enemies live, 
and are mighty : and they that 
hate me wrongfully are many in 
number. 

20 They also that reward 
evil for ffood are against me : 
because 1 follow the thing that 
good is. 

21 Forsake me not, O Lord 
my God : be not tbou far from 
me. 

22 Haste thee to help me : 
O Lord God of my salvation* 



Vet. 2* thine arrows] David compares his sharp anguish 
to the pains of many arrows shot into the flesh ; and as 
God sent these pains for his correction, they are called 
God's arrows. 

Ver. 3. in myfiesh^ — in my hones^ Perhaps the distress 
of the soul may be described under the figure of bodily 
disease : this appears still more likely from ver. 5 ; it was 
his foolishness, his grievous sin, that brought this suffering 
upon him. 

Ver. 4. gone over my head ;] My sins have brought so 
many evils upon me, that they overwhelm me, like a flood. 

Ver, 11, 12.] Truly do these two verses describe the 
conduct both of the friends and enemies of the Lord Jesus. 
Matt, xxvi. 56. Luke xx. 19, 20. Luke xxiii. 49. See 
also Joh xix. 13 — 17. 

Ver, 13, 14, 15.] Read these three verses, and then read 
St. Peter's description of our Lord, 1 Pet, ii. 22, 23 : the 
agreement is wonderful. 

Ver, 17. set in the plague :] In the way of temptation 
and of &lling. '' I am ready to halt." Bible Trans, 



"A wounded spirit who can bear?" P^ot?. xviii. 14. No 
pain is so sharp, no misery is so great, as that which comes from 
a deep sense of sin. God is angry, the soul is in danger, the 
door of mercy seems to be shut, the fear is tormenting. And the 
Lord often uses these afflictions and terrors, as a rod to chastise 
*His offending servants, and to bring them back from the way 
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of transgression. Whenever we feel uneasy and unhappy aftnf 
sin> let us be sure to refer it to the Lord's displeasure : God ia 
ofibnded, and He lays His heavy hand upon ns, to make us sen- 
sible of our ungrateful conduct^ and of the evil we are bringing 
upon our souls. Then^ let us pray for the spirit of true repent- 
ance and faith ; let us *' confess our wickeoness, and be Borrf 
for our sin :" let u^ cast ourselves upon the Lord's mercy, in 
the name of our Great Redeemer, and He '^ will come and heal 
us/' Then shall we have comfort, whatever treatment we may 
meet with from the world : the world mavmock us in our griin 
and laugh at our sorrow ; the world withdraws itself from an 
afflicted soul, as it does from a corrupted body : even our friends 
and relations may take no part in our sufferings, and ^ stand 
afar off;" but God will be with us, and He is all-sufficient 
" Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and the God of aU comfort, who comforteth 
us in a]i our tribulation." 2 Cor.i. 3,4. *' Haste Thee .to help 
me, O.Lord Grod of my salvation." 

QUESTIONS. 

''Thine arrows stick fast in me?*'— "My wickednesses are 
gone over my head i " — " Through my foolishness ? " — Verae 
11 — 15. Show how they refer to Christ. — ^Why are we pun- 
ished for sin } — What should we do when we feel our sin to be 
grievous ? 



PSALM XXXIX, 

Under some severe trial David keeps a watch over himself ^ 
and looks to his latter end : he gives a striking descriptwn 
of the shortness and vanity of human lifey and prays for 
deliverance. This Psalm is used in the Burial Service* 



1 I said, I will take heed to 
my ways : that I offend not in 
piy tongue. 

2 I will keep my mouth as it 
were with a bridle : while the 
ungodly is in my sight. 

3 I held my tongue, and 
spake nothing : I kept silenee, 
yea, even from ffood words; 
but it was pain and grief to me. 

4 My heart wasliot within 



me, and while I was thus 
musing the fire kindled : and 
at the last I spake with my 
tongue ; 

5 Lord, let me know mine end 
and the number of my days : 
that I may be certified now 
long I have to live. 

6 Behold* thou hast made 
my days as it were a span 
long : and mine age is even ae 
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nothing in Yespect of thee; 
and verily every man living is 
altogether vanity. - 

7 For man walketh in a vain 
shadow, and disquieteth him- 
■self in vain : he heapeth up 
riches^ and cannot tell who 
shall gather them. 

8 And now, Lord^ what is 
my hope : truly my hope is 
€ven in thee. 

9 Deliver me from aU mine 
offences : and make me not a 
rebuke unto the foolish. 

10 I became dumb^ and 
opened not my mouth : for it 
.was thy doing. 

11 Take thy plague away 
from me : I am even consumed 



by the means of thy heavy 
hand. 

12 When thou with rebukes 
dost chasten man for sin, thou 
makest his beauty to consume 
away, like as it were a moth 
fretting a garment : every man 
therefore is but vanity. 

13 Hear my prayer, O Lord, 
and with thine ears consider 
my calling : hold not thy peace 
at my tears. 

14 For I ain a stranger with 
thee : arid a sojourner, as all 
my fathers were. 

15 O spare me a little, that 
I may recover my strength : 
before I go hence, and be no 
more seen. 



Fer» 3. yea, ^venfrom good words ;] For fear of giving 
fpffence to my enemies, without doing any good* 

Ver, 4. my heart was hai] Burning with indignation at 
the crimes I witnessed, and with zeal for the honour of 
•God. — thus musing] Thus thiiiking with myself. — the fire 
kindled :] My thoughts and affections became heated more 
and more, till at last they burst out, not in violence against 
my enemies, but in prayer to my God. 

Ver, 5. number of my days :] He does not mean that 
he should know the exact number, but that he should 
be led to consider and feel how few his days were, and 
take comfort from knowing that his troubles would soon 
have an end. 

Ver» 6. in respect of thee ;] When compared with Thee, 
who art everlasting. 

Ver, 7. a vain shadow^ All his earthly good is more 
like an empty shadow, than a solid substance ; and so soon 
does it waste and vanish.^ — shall gather them.'] Shall obtain 
or possess them. 

Ver, 9, a rehuhe] A reproach unto the wicked. Psalm 
xiv, 1. 

Ver, 10. became dumb,] Uttered no complaint, but only 
ti prayer of resignation for the removal of my plague, 
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Ter. 11* Thus Jesus prayed, that the cup might pass from 
Him. Matt, xxvi. 39. 

Ver» 12. his beauty] The health and strength of his 
bodily frame, or whatever it may be for which he is ad* 
mired. — a motK] The rich had great stores of garments in 
that country, and the moths were very destructive. MatU 
yi. 19, 20. 

Ver, 14. a stranger] Earth is not my home. — a so- 
journer,] A lodger for a little while, as one on a journey. — 
as all my fathers were.] Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
all that were gone to their rest. Jacob calls life a pil- 
grimage or travel. Gen. xlvii. 9. And St. Paul shows very 
plainly, that the Others considered themselves only as 
** strangers and pilgrims on the earth," not having fully 
received, but expecting the promised blessings. Heb. xr, 
13—16. 39, 40. 



Whenever our lot is cast among wicked people, and we are 
provoked by their unreasonable and ungooly behaviour, we 
must pray the Lord to '' set a watch over our mouth, and keep 
the door of our lips,'' Psalm cxli. 3; that we say nothing 
which may do iniury either to our own character, or to our 
holy religion. It is very dangerous to speak when we are angry, 
even in a good cause. Rather let us lift up our soul in prayer 
to God» that He may be pleased to take the matter into His 
own gracious hands, and to give us comfort in all our vex- 
ations and trials, from trustinp^ in Him as our great good ; and 
let us look to the end of our days, which will very soon be oven 
Nothing, in this life, is worth our anxious care ; its troubles 
and its joys are alike but for a moment ; it passes awav as a 
dream, as a shadow, as a cloud ; all that we possess must shortly 
be left, and we know not who will have it after us. We cannot 
live long, we may die soon and suddenly. How foolish then, 
and worse than foolish, to be taken up with the vanities of a 
few short years, and not to care ana provide for that everlast- 
ing world, to which we are fast approaching; every day! O 
Lord, spare me a little longer in this land of my pilyrimayej 
. only till Thou hast made me ready to go home. And when my 
earthly course is run, and " I go lience and am no more seen/' 
let me enter into " the rest that remaineth to the people of 
God." Heb.iy.9. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why did David say he would take heed to his ways ?— How 
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would he keep his mouth ? — From what did he keep silence?— 
Why from good words ? — My heart was hot ? — ^Thus musing ?— • 
The fire kindled ? — What did David speak with his tongue ? — 
What did he mean by knowing the number of his days ? — ^What 
were his days made ? — How was his age nothing in respect of 
God? — What is every man living? — How does man walk? 
What was David's hope? — A rebuke unto the foolish? — I 
became dumb? — How does man's beauty consume away?— 
How was David a stranger and sojourner? — Who else were 
so?— Why did he pray to be spared? — ^What do we learn 
from this ? 



PSALM XL. 

Though David here praised God for his own deliverance, 
the Holy Spirit led him to use language which properly 
applies to Jesus Christ, especially verse 8 — 10. And there-- 
fore our Church uses this Psalm on Good Friday. It von^ 
eludes with prayers for future blessings, 

man that ordereth them unto 



1 1 waited patiently for the 
Lord : and he inclined unto 
me, and heard my calling. 

2 He brought me also out of 
the horrible pit, out of the mire 
and clay : and set my feet upon 
the rock, and ordered my go- 
ings. 

3 And he hath put a new 
song in my mouth : even a 
thanksgiving unto our God. 

4 Many shall see it, and 
fear : and shall put their trust 
in the Lord. 

5 Blessed is the man that 
hath set his hope in the Lord : 
and turned not unto the proud, 
and to such as go about with 
lies. 

6 Lord my God, great are 
the wondrous works which 
thou hast done, like as be 
also thy thoughts which are 
to us- ward : and yet there is no 

F 



thee. 

7 If I should declare them, 
and speak of them : they should 
be more than I am able to 
express. 

8 Sacrifice and meat-offer- 
ing, thou wouldest not : but 
mine ears hast thou opened. 

9 Burnt-offerings, and sacri- 
fice for sin, hast thou not re- 
quired : then said I,* Lo^ I 
come. 

10 In the volume of the book 
it is written of me, that I 
should fulfil thy will, O my 
God : I am content to do it; 
yea, thy law is within my 
heart. 

Ill have declared thy right- 
eousness in the great congrega- 
tion : lo, I will not refrain my 
lips, O Lord, and that thou 
knowest. 
5 
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12 I have not hid thy rkrht- 
eoosnesB within my heart : my 
talk hath been of thy truths 
and of thy aalyation. 

13 I hare not kept back thy 
loTiag mercy and tnith : from 
the great congregation. 

14 Withdraw not tiiou thy 
mercy from me^ O Lord : let 
thy loving*kindnes8 and thy 
truth alwajs preserve me. 

15 For mnumerable troubles 
are come about me; my sins 
have taken such hold upon me^ 
that I am not able to look up : 
yea, they are more in number 
than the hairs of my head* and 
my heart hath failea me. 

16 O Lord, let it be thy 



17 Let them be ashamed, 
and confounded together, that 
seek after my soul to destroy 
it : let them be driven back- 
ward, and put to rebuke, that 
wish me evil. 

18 Let them be desolate, and 
rewarded with shame : that 
say unto me. Fie upon thse, 
fie upon thee. 

19 Let all those that seek 
thee be joyful and glad in 
thee : and let such as love 
thy salvation, say alway. The 
Lord be praised. 

20 As for me, I am poor and 
needy : but the Lord careth for 
me. 

21 Thou art my helper and 



Pleasure to deliver me : idake^ /redeemer : make no long ttf- 
aste, O Lord, to help me. 1 tying, O my God. 

Ver, 2.] We may consider Christ as spealdng of Him- 
self by the mouth of David, in every part of this PsaliB* 
This verse foreshows His being brought out of the grave, 
and '* set upon the rock'' of ages, beyond the reach of the 
enemy, and for the salvation of His people. 

Ver. 6. no man that ordereth theni] ** Who hath known 
the mind of the Lord ? or who hath been His counsellor V* 
Rom. xi. 34. 

Ver, S — 10.] We are expressly informed (Heh. x. 5 — 7) 
that Christ Himself is to be regarded as speaking these 
words, and we may understand them thus: ''Sacrifices 
Thou wouldest not," O God, Thou desirest and requires! 
not, as being of themselves sufficient to reconcile Thee to 
sinful man, and to procure his pardon: "but mine ears 
hast Thou opened," the ears of me, Thy beloved Son ; I 
have heard in heaven the coimsels of heaven for the sal- 
vation of man, arid am prepared to attend to and execute 
the glorious scheme of redemption, by becoming ''God 
manifest in the flesh." (1 Tim. iii. 16.) " Lo, I come," am 
ready to come " in the fulness of time," {Gal. iv. 4.) at the 
proper season, as it is written of me "in the volume of the 
book," in the Holy Scriptures, {Gen. iii. 15 ; xlix. 10. 
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Deut. xviii. 15—19.) « Aat I should fulfa Thy will, O my 
•God," in the salvation of Thy people. St. Paul (Heb. 
X. 5.) does not quote the very words, as they stand in 
this Psalm, but he gives the same sense of the whole pas- 
sage, as showing the obedience of Christ, in becoming a 
sacrifice for sin ; and thus doing away those sacrifices of 
the law, which were of no value or effect, except as repre- 
senting and foreshowing the one great sacrifice of Christ. 

Fer. 10. In the vohme'] In the roll. The books were of 
parchment, rolled upon sticks. From this comes our word 
volume, 

Ver, 11. in the great congregation ;] David declared 
God's righteousness in the midst of his people : Christ 
declared it to the universal Church in all ages. 

Ver, 15. innumerable'] Without number, a vast many. 
— my sinSf ^c] If Christ be regarded as speaking these 
words. He speaks them as one '* upon whom the Lord laid 
the iniquities of us all," {Isa, liii. 6.) and therefore He calls 
our iniquities His own. 

Ver, 17. Let them, ^c] These two verses foretel the 
shame and misery of the Jewish people, for their opposition 
to Christ. — Fie upon theei] A term of reproach. 

Ver, 19, 20, 21, foreshow the joyful deliverance of Christ 
and His Church. 



Again we hear the sufferings of the Lord Jesus set forth 
from the harp of David : He who did no sin, became a sin- 
offering for us, and gave His life '* a ransom for many," Matt, 
XX. 28, that, as no other sacrifice was sufficient, " for it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins," Heb, x. 4, therefore Christ Jesus "became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.'' Phil ii. 8. But after 
He had " waited patiently," and drunk the cup of sorrow even 
to the dregs. He was " brought out of the horrible pit," and 
triumphed over death and hell; a new song of victory and 
thanksgiving resounded in the heavens and the earth, when 
Jesus was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour. Happy they 
who depend upon Him for salvation, and show their dependence 
by fulfilling, as He did, the will of their heavenly Father. 
Where, without Him, should we have been in the *' horrible 
pit" of everlasting destruction: "our sins would have taken 
such hold upon us, that we should never have been able to look 
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vp" to God for pardon. O let us Tahie the mercy of oar dear 
Bedeemer ; let us look to Uim alone for salvation, and beseech 
Him " to set onr feet upon the rock, and order our goings.*' 
He will "make no long tarrying/' but will soon remove us 
oat of the reach of sin and sorrow ; and at length raise our 
bodies from the grave, that we may be with Him, and behold 
and share His glory for ever. 

QUESTIONS. 

How did David wait ? — ^For whom ? — From what did God 
brinff him ? — What does this foreshow ? — Upon what did God 
set His feet ? — What does this mean ? — Explain verses 8, 9* 10. 
—Volume ? — In the great congregation ? ^- Innumerable ?^ 
What do verses 17, 18 foretel? — ^And what verses 19, 20, 21 ? 



PSALM XLI. 

This Psalm contains a promise of blessings to the merciful^ 
a description of Davids s enemies, a prayer for God's favour^ 
and a song of triumph. < 



1 Blessed is he that consi- 
dereth the poor and needy : 
the Lord shall deliver him in 
the time of trouble. 

2 The Lord preserve him, 
and keep him alive, that he 
may be blessed upon earth : 
ana deliver not thou him into 
the will of his enemies. 

3 The Lord comfort him, 
when he lieth sick upon his 
bed : make thou all his bed in 
his sickness. 

4 I said. Lord, be merciful 
unto me : heal my soul, for I 
have sinned agaiast thee. 

5 Mine enemies speak evil 
of me : When shall he die, and 
his name perish ? 

G And if he come to see me. 



he speaketh vanity : and his 
heart conceiveth falsehood 
within himself, and when he 
Cometh forth, he telleth it. 

7 All mine enemies whisper 
together against me : even 
against me do they imagine 
this evil. 

8 Let the sentence of guilti* 
ness proceed against him : and 
now that he lieth, let him rise 
up no more. 

9 Yea, even mine own fami* 
liar friend, whom I trusted : 
who did also eat of my bread> 
hath laid great wait for me. 

10 But be thou merciful 
unto me, O Lord : raise thou 
me up again, and I shall re- 
ward them. 
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11 By this I know thou fa- 
Tourest me : that mine enemy 
doth not triamph against me. 

12 And when 1 am in my 
health, thou upholdest me: 



and shalt set me before thy 
face for ever. 

13 Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel : world without end. 
Amen. 



Ver, 1, Blessed, S^cJ] Thus saith the Son of David, 
" Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." 
Matt, V. 7. 

Ver. 3. his bed :] Thou wilt give him ease, such as the 
sick roan finds from the making of his bed. Probably David 
was upon his sick bed when he wrote this Psalm, ver. 8. 

Ver. 6. he speaketh vanity :] He talks deceitfully. Thus 
did the enemies of Christ, Luke xx. 20. And tlie latter 
part of the verse exactly describes the conduct of Judas 
at the last supper. John xiii. 18 — 30. 

Ver, 7. do they imagine'] Do they contrive. 

Ver, 8. let the sentence, <^c.] David's enemies say this, 
'*Let a sentence of * guilty' be passed upon him.*' How 
anxious were the enemies of Christ to have Him pro- 
nounced guilty by Pilate and by Herod ! Luke xxiii. 1 — 
11. — now that he lieth,] On his sick bed. 

Ver, 9. familiar friend,"] The wicked and crafty Ahitho- 
phel is supposed to be here alluded to, 2 Sam, xvi. 23. 
But the treachery of Judas is also foreshown, as our Lord 
Himself bears witness. »7o^n xiii. 18: ''that the Scripture 
may be fulfilled. He that eateth bread with Me hath lifted 
up his heel against Me." — -great wait] A great snare. 

Ver. 10. reward them,] Shall "pay them that they have 
deserved ;" shall execute Thy judgments upon them. Thus 
Jesus, when He was " raised up again," was avenged of 
His enemies, destroying the "bloody city." 

Ver. 12. before thy face] In thy favour. 

After the Lord's example of kindness and compassion, the 
disciple must also learn to pity his poor and afflicted brethren. 
His blessed Saviour promises him a gracious reward^ consider- 
hig every act of kindness to a brother as done unto Himself. 
** Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
niy brethren, ye have done it unto me," Matt. xxv. 40. The 
most humble and upright may expect to meet with enemies, 
and (what is worse) with false friends, as Jesus did : *' If the 
, world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you." 
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John XT. 18. And ive mmt a]80 expect, for the nke of trial 
and correction, onr share of aickneaB and of suffering. Bat if 
we have been kind and faithful, God wiU smooth and oomloKC 
onr sick bed: if we suffisr patiently, God will support and bless 
ns, and carry us safely through every trouble, and beyond ihe 
reach of every enemy. Yea, and after we have lain upon the 
bed of death, we shall be ** raised up again ** on the latter day, 
and sing the song of gladness and of glory, " Blessed be the 
Lord G^ of Israel from everlasting and to everlasting. Amm 
and Amm" 

QUBSnONS. 

Who is blessed ?— What shall the Lord do for him ? — ^Repeat 
our Saviour's promise to the merciful. — Make Thou all his 
bed?— He speaketh vanity? — ^What did David's enemies aay 
against him ? — How does this apply to Christ ?— Who was the 
familiar. and false friend of David? — Who of Christ? — Shall 
reward them ? — Before Thy face ?— Repeat David's song of 
pndse. 



PSALM XLIL 

This Psalm teas composed when David, on some occasion, 
was deprived of the means of public worship ; perhaps during 
Absalom's rebellion, 2 Sam. xv. 13 — 23. It is a beautiful 
picture of his soul, feeling the want of God's presence, and 
moved by the continual changes of jog and sorrow, hope and 
fear ; but he rests in God. 



1 like as the hart desireth 
the water-brooks : so longeth 
my soul after thee, O God. 

2 My soul is athirst for God, 
yea, even for the living God : 
when shall I come to appear 
before the presence of God ? 

3 My tears have been my 
meat day and night : while they 
daily say unto me. Where is 
now thy God ? 

4 Now when I think there- 
upon, I pour out my heart by 
myself: for I went with the 
multitude, and brought them 
forth into the house of God ; 



5 In the voice of praise and 
thanksgiving : among such m 
keep holy-day. 

6 Why art thou so full of 
heaviness, O my soul : and 
why art thou so disquieted 
within me ? 

7 Put thy trust in God : for 
I will yet give him thanks for 
the help of his countenance. 

8 My God, my soul is vexed 
within me : therefore will I 
remember thee concerning the 
land of Jordan, and the little 
hill of Hermon. 

9 One deep calleth another^ 
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because of the noise of the 
water-pipes : all thy waves and 
8torm6 are gone over me. 

10 The liord hath ffranted 
liis loying-kindness in the day- 
time : and in the night season 
did I sing of him, and' made 
my prayer unto the God of my 

11 I will say unto the God 
of my strength. Why hast thou 
forgotten me : why go I thus 
heavily, wliile the enemy op- 
presseth me? 



12 My bones are smitten 
asunder, as with a sword : while 
mine enemies, that trouble m^, 
cast me in the teeth ; 

13 Namely, while they say 
daily unto me : Where is now 
thy God ? 

14 Why art thou so vexed, 
O my sold : and why art thou 
so disquieted within me ? 

15 O put thy trust in God : 
for I will yet thank him, which 
is the help of my countenance, 
and my God. 



Ver. 1. Like as the hart\ As the hunted deer on the 
burning dusty plain, dying with thirst, panteth for a stream 
of water, so did David thirst fbr the house and worship of 
his God. This figure fitly represents the longing of the 
soul for God, in the dry and barren wilderness of this 
mortal life. 

Ver. 2. the Uving God ;] Not like the dead idols in that 
country, which could give no help. 

Ver. 3. 'my tears, ^cJ] I have no appetite for food, I 
can do nothing but shed tears ; it is as if I lived upon 
them. 

Fier. 4. I went f S^cJ] When he had the opportunity : in 
days past be did not neglect it : and the remembrance of 
this was a great comfort to him. Thus will it be a comfort 
to us, when kept from God's house, by sickness, or any 
other means, to remember that we did gladly go, when 
God gave us liberty : our heart will be there, though we 
be confined at home. 

Ver. 6, 7«] David reasons with his soul, and chides his 
complaining spirit, bidding it depend upon God; for I 
willj ^*c.] I shall yet, notwithstanding my present afflicted 
state, again have cause to give Him thanks for my de- 
liverance. 

Ver. 8. my soul is vexed] Again his spirit fails, and 
therefore he resolves to remember the land and the hill on 
which he had been once favoured. In the Bible version it 
is, " I will remember Thee^ow the land of Jordan," even 
fi^in that desolate part of it to which I am driven. 
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Ver, 9. One deep calleth^ <^c.] The sense is this : as one 
part of the sea, in a violent storm, rises and rushes against 
another, wave against wave, (as if they '' called *' to one 
another,) when the roaring water-spouts fall from the 
clouds, so have I had, in these sad times, troubles upon 
troubles, which seemed as if they called to one another to 
meet together upon my head and destroy me. Afflictions 
are often compared to waters. Psalm xviii. 16 ^ xxxii. ?• 

Ver, 10.] Another change to cheerful thoughts. — the God 
of my life,"] The God who preserveth my life. 

Ver. 12. My hones, <^c.] I feel as much as if my bones 
were thus smitten. — cast me in the teeth ;] Reproach me. 

Ver, 15. the help of my countenance^^ Making me to look 
bright with joy and gladness. 



PSALM XLIII. 

This Psalm may he regarded as a continuation of the 
Forty 'Second ; as it was another upon the same subject. 



1 Give sentence with me, O 
God, and defend my cause 
against the ungodly people : O 
deliver me from the deceitful 
and wicked man. 

2 For thou art the God of 
my strength, why hast thou 
put me from Jthee : and why 
go I^ 80 heavily, while the ene- 
my oppresseth me ? 

3 O send out thy light and 
thy truth, that they may lead 
me : aud bring me unto thy 
holy hill, and to thy dwelling. 

Ver, 1. Give sentence with me,] Speak and decide in my 
favour. 

Ver, 3. thy light and thy truth,'] Thy favour made known 
in the truth of Thy promises, shown me according to Thy 
word. Thus bring me to Thy hill of Sion and to Thy 
house. 



4 And that I may go unto 
the altar of God, even unto the 
God of my joy and gladness : 
and upon Wbarp wm I give 
thanks unto thee, O God, my 
God. 

5 Why art thou so heavy, O 
my soul : and why art thou so 
disquieted within me } 

6 O put thy trust in God : 
for I will yet give him thanks, 
which is the help of my coun- 
tenance, and my God. 



The faithful servant of God is always either delighting in 
Him, or mourning after Him. When he has the opportunity 
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of waitinpf upon Him in his ordinances of public prayer and 
praise, they are the joy of his soul : and when any sickness or 
calamity deprives him of them, he gfrieves more for the loss of 
his attendance upon God, than for any worldly troubles. In 
such seasons of sadness, we must remember, with thankfulness, 
our past mercies ; and betake ourselves to prayer for the Lord's 
returning goodness; and examine ourselves, to see for what 
offences our affliction may have been sent ; and humbly repent 
before God, that He may be pleased to remove our load of 
-sorrow. Above all, we must '* watch and pray ** against a mur- 
muring and repining spirit ; we must exercise a holy faith and 
confidence in God, and not be " disquieted and cast down," as 
if He had utterly forgotten us. *' O cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and He shall nourish and sustain thee, and shall not 
euffier the righteous to fall for ever." Psalm Iv. 23. One word 
-from Him WiU calm every storm, turn the midnight darkness 
into the light of noon ; and our bitterest complaints into joyful 
praises. " O put thy trust in God," and thou shalt be brought 
to thank Him for thy everlasting deliverance. 

QUESTIONS. 

Like what did David's soul long after God ? — What does this 
teach us ? — My tears have been my meat ? — In what did David 
find comfort, ver. 4, 5 ? — How did he chide his soul ?— One 
deep calleth another, &c. ? — My bones are smitten asunder ?—- 
Cast me in the teeth ? — What did the enemies say ?— Give sen- 
tence with me, O God ? — Send out thy light and thy truth ? — 
Thy holy hill and Thy dwelling ? 



THE NINTH DAY, 

iKlotnms Eraser* 

PSALM XLIV. 

It is not certain who wrote this Psalm : we hear in it the 
voice of the Churchy in a state of persecution and suffering ; 
yet thankfully remembering God's mercies of old, and re- 
solving still to trust in Him^ and praying for speedy help, 

1 We have heard with our I told us : what thou hast done 
ears, O God, our fathers have I in their time of old ; 
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■ 2 How thoa bast driven out 
the heathen with thy hand, 
and planted them in : how thou 
hast destroyed the nations and 
cast them out 

3 For they gat not the land 
an possession through their own 
sword : neither was it their own 
srm that helped them $ 
. 4 But thy riffht hand, and 
thine arm, and the light of 
thy countenance : because thou 
hast a favour unto them. 

5 Thou art my King, O 
Crod : send help unto Jacob. 

6 Through thee will we over- 
throw our enemies : and in thy 
name will we tread them under 
that rise up against us. 

7 For I will not trust in my 
bow : it is not my sword that 
sh^l help me ; 

8 But it is thou that savest 
128 from our enemies : and 
puttest th«n to confusion that 
Ixateus. 

9 W«. make our boast of Qod 
all day long : and will praise 
thy name for ever. 

10 But now thou art far 
off, and puttest us to confu- 
sion : and goest not forth with 
our armies. 

11 Thou makest us to turn 
our backs upon our iraiemies : 
so that they which hate us 
spoil our goods. 

12 Thou lettest us be eaten 
up like sheep : and hast scat- 
tered us among the heathen. 

13 Thou sellest thy people 
for nought : and tikest no 
money for them. 

14 Thou makest us to be 
rebuked of our neighbours : to 
be laughed to scorn, and had 



in derision of tham that m 
round about us. 

15 Thou makest us to be a 
by-word among the heathent 
and that the people shake their 
heads at us. 

16 My confusion is daily bo- 
fore me : and the shame of my 
face hath covered me ; 

17 For the voice of the ahtor 
derer and blasphemer : for th^ 
enemy and avenger. 

16 And though all this be 
come upon us, yet do weaA 
forget thee : nor behave ow 
selves frowardly'in thy eem 
nant 

19 Our heart is not turned 
back : nmther our steps goQB 
out of thy way ; 

29 No, not when thou bast 
smitten us into the place of 
dragons : and covered us witk 
the shadow of death. 

21 If we have forgotten the 
name of our Ood, and holdea 
up our hands to any straii|B 
god : shall not God search it 
out? for he knowetb the very 
secrets of the heart 

22 For thy sake also are we 
killed all the daylong : and are 
counted as sheep appointed to 
be slain. 

23 Up, Lord, why sleepest 
thou : awake, and be not ab- 
sent from us for ever. 

24 Wherefore hidest thou 
th^ face : and forgettest oar 
misery and trouble ? 

25 For our soul is brought 
low, even unto the dust : our 
belly cleaveth unto thegrouad. 

26 Arise, and help us : and 
deliver us for thy mercy** 
sake. 
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Fer, 2. plaMed them in :] Planted our fathers in, the 
people of Israel, who got possession of the '' nations '' of 
Canaan by the arm of die Lord. See the book of Joshua, 
especiaUy chap. tc. 9, 10. — planted As a vine, Isaiah v» 

1-7. 

Fer, 3. tJie ZandTj Of Canaan. 

Fer^ 4, the lights ^cJ] Thy presence and help. The Lord 
is spoken of as fighting the battle of Israel, ver. 10« 

Fer, 5. unto Jacob.'] To the people of Israel. 

Fer. 11. spoit] Lay waste and destroy. 

Fer, 13. Thou sellestf ^c,"] Thou treatest them like a 
thing of no value ; or. Thou lettest them be sold for slaves, 
at any price, or no price. 

Fer. 14. had in deriaum] Mocked at. 

Fer. 15* a by^-word] A name of reproach ; every passer*' 
by insults us. 

Ver. 17. For the voice'] This is the reason why the 
t^sahnist was in confusion and cast down: it was because 
of the "voice of the slanderer," &c. 

Fer. 18. nor behave, ^c] We are not offended at these 
Thy dealings with us, so as to be made perverse, and to 
break our covenant with Thee : by turning aside to the 
heathen and to idols, ver. 21. 

Fer. 20. the place of dragons :] A dreary and dreadful 
place, like those inhabited by none but wild beasts. Per« 
haps their enemies may be alluded to, luider the figure of 
dragons, as in Psahn Ixxiv. 14. — covered us, ^c] Brought 
us to the very brink of destruction. 

Fer. 22. are we kUled, ^c] We are in danger of death. 
Thus St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 31 : "I die daily." And the 
Apostle applies this verse to the persecuted Christians of 
his day. Bom. viii. 36. 

Fer. 23. why steepest thou ?] As when God interferes 
&r Ake protection of His people. He is said to watch over 
^hemy and . have His eye upon them, so when He leaves 
^em in trouble. He is said to sleep ; dierefore the Psalmist 
calls upon Him to arise and awake. These are only figures 
^d wa5r8 of speaking : God has no eyes, nor any bodily 
parts : God never sleeps. 

Fer.. 25« cleaveth, ^c] We are as people smitten down 
•vpOQ the earth, and unable to rise or stir. 
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The Church of God is one hodf , from the heginninp^ to the 
end of the world ; and when we hear of the favours which God 
wrought for our fathers aforetime, we should pndse Him and 
be thankful, as if the mercy had been shown in our own da^* 
%Vhen we hear of the wonderful works wrought for Israel, in 
bringing them out of Egypt, and settling them in Canaan ; or 
of the still more glorious works of God, m delirering the early 
Christian Church from her world of enemies, and settling her 
in sure habitations ; we should bless the name of our God, and 
learn to hope and pray for the tokens of His love and power 
towards us also, as our circumstances may require. The Lord 
has always hitherto saved His people, and we may still " boast 
of Him all the day long." Appearances will sometimes be 
against us : we may be tempted to think that God is " sleep- 
ing," that the eye of His providence is closed ; but He is only 
waiting, that we may feel our own weakness, and pray earnestly 
for His help, and depend on Him alone. God knoweth the 
heart : and if the heart be right with Him, we are sure of His 
mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord. " The eternal God is 
thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms." Deid. 
zxziii. 27* 

QTJB8TI0NS. 

What have our fathers told us ? — ^Who were driven out ? — 
Who planted in ? — And where ? — How did Israel get possession 
of Canaan? — Send help unto Jacob? — Spoil our goods f — 
Sellest thy people for nought? — A by- word? — ^Frowardly in 
Thy covenant, verse 18. — Into the place of dragons ? — Killed 
all the day long ? — Who else uses this form of speech ?— Why 
sleepest Thou ? 



PSALM XLV. 

It has been thought that this Psalm was written upon the 
marriage of Solomon with Pharaoh's daughter, 1 Kings 
iii. 1. But this is hy no means certain. It is very cert€Un 
that many parts of it cannot be applied to Solomon, nor to 
any other earthUf king. The Psalm does, however, clearly 
describe the marriage of some great king ; it is the marriage 
of the King Messiah, of Jesus Christ, to His Church, which 
is often spoken of as His wife, or bride. See on Psalm xix. 5* 



9th Day.] 



The Foriy-fifih Psalm. 



IIT 



Accordingly y this is one of the proper Psalms for Christmas^ 
day. 



1 My heart is inditing of a 
good matter.: I speak of the 
thinjfs which I have made unto 
the King. 

2 My tongue is the pen : of 
a ready writer. 

3 Thou art fairer than the 
children of men : full of grace 
are thy lips, because God hath 
blessed thee for ever. 

4 Gird thee with thy sword 
upon thy thigh, O thou most 
migbty : according to thy wor- 
ship and renown. 

6 Good luck have thoawith 
tbine honour : ride on» because 
of the word of truth, of meek, 
ness, and righteousness; and 
thy right hand shall teach thee 
terrible things. 

ft Thy arrows are very sharp, 
and the people shall be sub- 
dued unto thee : even in the 
midst among the king's ene- 
mies. 

7 Thy seat, O God, endureth 
for ever : the sceptre of thy 
kingdom is a right sceptre. 

8 Thou hast loved righteous- 
ness, and hated iniquity : where- 
fore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee, with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows. 

9 All thy garments smell of 
ni^rrh, aloes, and cassia : out 
of the ivory palaces, whereby 
they have maae thee glad. 

10 Kings' daughters were 
unong thy honourable women : 



upon thy right hand did stand 
the queen in a vesture of gold, 
wrought about with divers 
colours. 

11 Hearken, O daughter, and 
consider, incline thine ear : for- 
get also thine own people, and 
thy father's house. 

12 So shall the king have 
pleasure in thy beauty ; for he 
is thy Lord God, ana worship 
thou him. 

13 And the daughter of Tyre 
shall be there with a gift : like 
as the rich also among the 
people shall make their suppli- 
cation before thee. 

14 The King's daughter is 
all glorious within : her cloth- 
ing is of wrought gold. 

15 She shall be brought unto 
the King in raiment of needle- 
work I the virgins that be her 
fellows shall bear her company, 
and shall be brought unto 
thee. 

16 With joy and gladness 
shall they be brought : and 
shall enter into the King's 
palace. 

17 Instead of thy fathers 
thou shalt have children : whom 
thou roayest make princes in 
all lands. 

18 I will remember thy 
Name from one generation to 
another : therefore shall the 
people give thanks unto thee, 
world without end. 



• « 

Ver,\. is inditing] Is conceiving, filled with the thoughts 
of— by the Holy Spirit. — which I have made, ^cJ] Which 
I have composed concerning the king.. 
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Fer. 2. My UmguSy ^cJ] Is like die pen of a free and 
well-instructed writer. 

Fer. 3. thou art fairer, <^c.] This properly applies to 
tUm, who was '* the brightness of the Father's glory, and 
the express image of His person." Heb, i, 3. "For how 
great is His goodness, and how great is His beauty !*' 
Zech* ix. !?• — full of grace are thy lipSfli Jesus answered 
perfectly to this descripticNi : '*A11 bare Him witness, 
isad wondered at the gracious words which proceeded 
out of Hi& mouth." Luke iv. 22. Yea, ev&k His ene- 
mies confessed, " Never man spake like this man." John 
TO. 46. 

Fer. 4. Gird thee, t^c.] In this and the two foUowiog 
▼erses, the King is represented as a warrior and conqueror, 
which Solomon never was* It looks forward to Christ as 
a spiritual warrior and conqueror, "putting all enemies 
under His feet ;" 'Agoing forth conquering and to conquer." 
Rev. vi. 2. — thy sword^ The sword of Messiah is His 
word. Heb. iv. 12. Rev* i. 16. — worship and renowni] 
Honour and greatness. 

Fer^ 5. Good laclc] A form of blessing ; '* may you 
prosper I ^^--^thy right hand, ^c] Thou shalt do mighty 
things ; for great is Thy strength^ and terrible are Thy 
weapons. 

Fer, 7. Thy seat, God,"] Thy throne. It is quite im- 
possible that such language can be addressed to any mere 
mortal^ to any earthly king : it is addressed to Jesus Christ, 
as St. Paul assures us, " But unto the Son he saith, 
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ev«c," &c.] Heb. u 8» 
Messiah is foretold as the " mighty God." Isa. ix. 6. He 
is ** over all, God blessed for ever." Rom. ix. 5. The 
sceptre was a kind of staff of office, whidi a king held io 
his hand. 

Fer. 8. Heb. i. 9.] Wherefore Jehovah hath anointed 
Thee (see on Psahn ii. 2,) as the king, and priest, and 
prophet of Thy Church widi heavenly oil : widi the Holy 
Ghost, beyond measure, John iii. 34, and thus with glad.** 
ness. — above thy feUows."] Either above Thy brethren, 
above all mankind ; or above Thy fellow kingSi^ (as ver* 150 
above all other kinga ; making Thee ** Sing of kings, and 
Lord of lords." jRet;..zix. 16. 
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Fer, d.Thpffoinnenti sriui^ The gannents of princess 
wa-e richly; perfumed r so was the holy oil, or ointment, for 
the garm^its of -liie high priest ? and the very drugs here 
motioned were used/^* myrrh, aloes, and cassia," being* 
expressly so oi-diired by the Lord. Exod^xxx., 23, 24. 
These perfomes of the King's robes may denote the sweet 
savour of faeAvenly graces in tlie person of our eternal King, 
Christ Jesu& ; which fill His palace above and His courts 
below, making His people ** glad," refreshing them as with 
firagrant odours. — itfoiy 'palaces,'] Palaces ornamented with 
ivory, with ivory ftimiture. 

Fer. 10. thy hon&urable tvomen :"] Attending in honour 
of Thy marriage. Thus perhaps foreshowing that persons 
of the highest rank, " kings' daughters," and others, should 
eome to Christ. See Isaiah xlix. 23. — the queen] The 
bride, and emblem of the Church, or the whole body of 
believers ; her beautiful vesture of gold showing the graces 
ind virtues, " the garments of salvation," with which the 
righteous should be clolbed. Isa, Ixi. 10. — divers colours.] 
Different, various coloursr 

Fer. 11. Hear ken f O daughter,] Under the figure of a 
fiither addressing his daughter at her marriage, the Heavenly 
Father is described as addressing the Church ; as if He had 
said, " O thou, whom I have begotten unto a lively hope» 
and whom I have taken out of the world, (to be ' the Lamb's 
wife,* Rev. xxi. 9,) hearken to my voice. Thou art enter- 
ing vEji^n a new state ; thou must leave thy former people 
and connexions in the worid, and cleave to thy Lord with 
all thy heart and all thy mind." 

Fer. 12. he is thy Lord God,] How could it be said of 
any earthly prince, that he was the Lord God of any per- 
son ? But Jesus is such a King, and He has " pleasure in 
^e beauty " of His Church, in her holiness and virtue. He 
loveth her.—Ephes. v. 25—27. 

Fer. 13. the daughter of Tyre] Tyre was a large and 
flourishing city of liie Gentiles : and the Psalmist here fore- 
tels the coming in of the Gentiles to the Gospel of Christ, 
Isaiah Iv. 1 — 5. — like as the rich] Even the rich, as in the 
Bible translation. 

^«r, 14* The Kin^s daughter] The bride was the 
^ughter of some king, whether Pharaoh or not, as weU 
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as married to a king. But the verse describes that she 
was^ as a wife or bride. — all glorious within :~\ This re* 
presents the inward purity of God's true Church and 
]^ple, as cleansed by the blood of Christ and the washing 
of the Holy Ghost. — of wrought gold,"] And this shows the 
excellency of the Church's character, and of her services 
and ordinances ; it shows how she would *' adorn the doc* 
trine of God her Saviour in all thii^s." Tit. ii. 10. 

Ver^ 15. raiment of needlework : J In the choicest gar- 
ment: the ancient people were very curious in this art* 
Judges v. 30. — her fellows'] Of the same rank with 
herself, kings*^ daughters or relations, verse 10. This 
a$;ain shows the gathering of the rich and noble into the 
Church. 

Ver, 17. Instead of thy fathers'] Though thou art to 
forget " thy father's house," ver. 10, and be taken fit)m 
thine own family, thou shalt have *' children instead;" and 
they shall become princes in various lands. Thus is the 
Church of Christ taken out of the world, and made the 
mother of a numerous offspring,, far more noble and ho- 
nourable than the greatest earthly princes. Christians are 
called by St. Peter " a royal priesthood." 1 Pet. ii. 9. And 
St. John speaks of Christ as having *' made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father." Jlev. i. 6. — in all lands.] 
This foretels the spreading of Christ's kingdom all over the 
world. 

Fer. 18. 1 will remember ^ ^c] I will make Thy name 
to be remembered throughout all generations, and to all 
eternity. This last verse shows that the Psalmist is speak- 
ing not merely of an earthly king, and his marriage and 
children, but of a heavenly. " Behold, a greater thaa 
Solomon is here." Matt. xii. 42» 



We should be thankful for the wonderful testimony boms 
in the Psalm, to Christ and His Church above 1000 years 
before He came into the world : we behold here the work of 
the Spirit, preparing the way for the coming of our Lord. His 
connexion with, and affection for His people are expressed by 
the nearest and dearest of all human ties of relationship f ^^^ 
well may they rejoice in His exceeding love, and in the glory 
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of thus belonginj^ to Him : He is their " Lord God ;'' Hit 
throne is for ever and ever ; well may they " worship Him." 
His bride, the Church, must maintain her character : she must 
he pure and glorious within ; honourable and righteous with^- 
(Out. And so must all her true children be ; they must be like 
-their Lord, ** loving righteousness and hating iniquity z** they 
must give up the vanities and follies of their worldly interest 
and connexions, and '^cleave stedfastly unto the Lord.'' 
** They are not of the world, but Christ has chosen them out 
of the world." John xv. 19. "HIS they are, HIM they 
must serve." Acts xxvii. 23. O that we may ever remember, 
that we must, here upon earth, be clothed with the wedding- 
garment of the gospel, {Matt, xxii. 11—14,) with "righteous^ 
ness and true holiness ;" in order that we may be of the blessed 
number of those, " which are called unto the marriage-supper 
of the Lamb," (Rev. xix. 9,) in His heavenly and eternal 
kingdom. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is inditing ? — What was the Psalmist's heart inditing? 
— ^What was his tongue ? — What is meant by a ready writer ? — 
What is the subject of the Psalm ? — ^Who was fairer than the 
-children of men ? — What were his lips ? — Where is this said of 
Christ ? — By what figure is Christ described in verses 4, 5, 6 ?— 
Thy seat, O God, &c. ? — ^To whom do these words apply ?— 
Where are they applied ? — Above thy fellows ? — Of what did 
the king's garments smell?— What did this show? — Ivory 
palaces? — Who was the queen? — What was her vesture? — 
What did it denote ?— Explain verses 11, 12, — ^The daughter of 
Tyre ? — ^Who was glorious within ? — ^What does this mean ? — 
Instead of thy fathers, &c. explain this. — I will remember thy 
jiame ? — How long i — What does this prove i 



PSALM XLVI. 

The Churchy in time of trouhlcj expresses her trust and 

confidence in God, 

1 God is our hope and | 3 Though the waters thereof 



strength : a very present help 
in trouble. 

2 Therefore will we not fear, 
though the earth be moved : 
and though the hills be carried 
into the midst of the sea. 



rage and swell : and though the 
mountains shake at the tempest 
of the same. 

4 The rivers of the flood 
thereof shall make glad the 
city of God : the holy place 

G 
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of the tdbeniadft of the most 



5 God is ifi Ihe nidst of h er, 
therefore shall she not be re- 
moved : God shall hdp her, 
«ad that right eaxly. 

<S The heaithen malDe niach 
ado, and the kingdmns are 
moved : but God hath showed 
las voice, and the earth shall 
mdlt away. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with 
at : the God iji Jacob is our 
refuge. 

8 O come hither, and behold 



the WOTks of the Lord : what 
deatnictio& he hath brang^t 
upon the earth. 

9 He raakethwm to cease 
ia all die world : he breakedi 
the bow, and knapp'eth the speir 
ia euader, and bnnieth the cha- 
riots in the ^ve. 

10 Be still thea, and know 
that I am God : I will be ex- 
alted among the heathen, and I 
will be exalted in the earth. 

11 The Lord of hosts is witk 
TO : the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. 



Fer, 1. present help] Always most readily to be found. 

Ver. 2. though the earth, ^c] Even in the most terrible 
earthquakes : though all nature be convulsed. 

Fer. 4. the rivers, ^c] The streams thereof, the 
streams of the city Jerusalem, the city of the people of 
God, shall flow in peace and plenty, tliougfa other places 
be laid waste. In the Bible version it is, ** There is a 
TTver, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God :" 
which is an emblem of the comforts to flow into the Churdi 
from the Holy Spirit, and into the heart of every true 
believer. 

Fer, 5, in the midst of her,] Of the city. — right early,] 
Very soon, very readily. 

Fer. 6. melt atcroy.] All earthly jpower shall he as wax 
before the fire, as snow before the sun. 

Fer. 7. is with us :] Emmanuel, God with us, is always 
the refuge and protection of His people. Matt. i. 23. 

Fer. 8. what destruction] How He has destroyed the 
^oeniies of His Church. 

Fer. 9. knappeth] Breaketh short. — bumeth the chariots] 
The conquerors used sometimes to bum the weapons of 
their foes. Ezek. xxxix. 9, 10. It means, "God shall 
subdue them utterly." 

Fer. 10. Be still then,] Jehovah speaks : *' Complam not, 
doubt ix)t, leave your case with me : I will gain for you the 
victory." Deut. ix. 14. Rom, viii. 37* 
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AH who "«edL relofle and strengtli" in the power, wisdom, 
and mercy of God in Jeeiu Chiis^ sbi^ find Him «ver a ready 
joid preaent kdpL Of wfaatever kind tbeir trooblei may be ; 
▼hetaer aatnre be laid waste or kingdoms be overthrown; 
whether friends forsake or enemies rise up» tiiere is a peaceful 
imr in iHse city of God ; there are plentiful atreama of coMmfort, 
blowing from the fountain of grace and tmth. Happy are they 
wiio rolong to the holy city, the Cbnrch of God npon earth ; 
jnd to the heavndy city, the holy Jenisalem above. Heb. xii. 
22. Rev. xxi. 10. Their faith and patience wiU he tried indeed, 
80 long as they are in the flesh : " In lihe world ye shall have 
tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 
<Mii xvi. 3S. Through life and death, let this be our answer 
to every trouble, and every enemy, and o^cry danger, and every 
fear, *' The liDrd of Hoata is with ua, the Uod <3 Jacob ia our 
zefngc.** 

QUXSTIOlfB. 

What is God ?-— What is He in trouble ?~-Thflrafore we will 
not fear, Ihonjsh, &c« — ^Explain ver. 4. -—Right early l-r- 
Knappeth ? — " Sumeth the chariots," what custom does this 
alluae to ?— ^What does it signify ?^Be atiU then } 



ISbenins Vraset* 



PSALM XLVII. 



A Psalm of joy and thanksgiving^ ynritten, as Psalms xv. 
and xxvi. tvercy on the removal of the ark to Mount Siony 
5 Sam. Ti. ; and as Hhe ark was a type of Christ, the taking 
if up to Sion represented our Saviour hei^ taken up to 
heaven : and Hherefore this Psalm is read in our Church 
on Ascension-day. 



1 O dap your hands top;e- 
thar» aU ye |Mopk : O amg 
VBto God With the voice of 
melody. 

8 For Uie Lord is high» and 



to be feared : he is the great 
King open aU^the earth. ^ 

3 He shall subdue (he peo- 
ple under us : and the nations 
under our feet. 



a 2 



124 The Forttf'Sevefith Psalnu J^Qth Day. 



4 He sball choose out an 
heritage for us : even the 
worship of Jacob, whom he 
loved. 

5 God is gone up with a 
merry noise : and the Lord 
with the sound of the trump. 

6 O sing praises, sing praises 



the earth : sing ye praises with 
understanding. 

8 God reigneth over the 
heathen : God sitteth upon his 
holy seat. 

9 The princes of the people 
are joined unto the people of 
the God of Abraham : for Grod, 



unto our God : O sing praises, ' which is very high exalted, 
.sing praises unto our King. I doth defend the \earth, as it 
7 For God is the King of all ' were with a shield. 

Ver, 1. of melody,'] Rather of triumphant shoutings 
They '' brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and 
^ith the sound of the trumpet." 2 Sam. vi. 15. 

Ver, 2. the great King] Thus also it is said of Christ 
after His resurrection, MatU xxviii. 18. CoL ii. 10. 

Ver, 3.] From such words as these, the Jews were led 
to expect their Messiah as an earthly conqueror : whereas 
they only contain a figure, showing His spiritual power and 
dominion. 

Ver. 4. the worship] The honour of Jacob ; that which 
was his honour ; namely the land of Canaan, his heritage 
or inheritance, " the glory of all lands," Ezek. xx. 15, and 
a type of heaven, the " true land of promise," Heh, xi. 
9, 10. 

Ver, 5. God is gone up] That is, the ark in which the 
presence of God dwelt, is gone up. The words apply to 
the ascension of Christ. — the trump] See on ver. 1. 

Ver, 8. His holy seat,] His holy throne. Heb, viii. 1. 
Rev. iii. 21. 

Ver, 9. Hie princes^ ^c] The princes of the heathen 
people join with .the people of God, with the children of 
Abraham. This is a prophecy of the conversion of the 
heathen, afler Christ ascended into the heavens. See 
on Psalm ii. 8 ; xlv. 13. — very high exalted^] Phil. ii. 
9—11. 



As the people of Israel shouted for joy, when the ark of God 
was rescued from the hands of their enemies, and taken up in 
triumph to Mount Sion : so let us rejoice, that our blessed Lord 
Jesus, after having ''put all enemies under His feet," is gone 
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up into the heavens, where He sitteth on His throne of power 
and mercy and glory : able to do all things for His people ; 
willing as able; even to make them partakers of His glory. 
John xvii. 24. He is our Lord and our King ; let us bow before 
Him with reverence, submission, and love : let Him reign in 
our hearts ; let our whole lives show to what kingdom we be- 
long, to the kingdom of righteousness and glory.. We must be 
His willing, holy, obedient subjects upon earth, if we hope to 
reign with Him in heaven* 

QUBSTIONS, 

State the subject of this Psalm. — ^Why were the people to clap 
their hands? — "With what voice to sing? — Melody? — He shall 
subdue, &c. verse 3, what does this foreshow ? — ^The worship of 
Jacob ?. — ^With the sound of the trump, why ? — Upon His holy 
seat? — Explain verse 9. — Of what is it a prophecy ?— What 
other similar prophecies are in the Psalms I 



PSALM XLVIIL 



This is a Psalm in honour of Jerusalem^ and of Jehovah 
as her King ; who had lately^ on some occasion of danger ^ 
'protected her from invading enemies. And the earthly /e- 
rusalem, in her beauty and excellency, was an emblem of the 
spiritual Church of God's redeemed people, which He has 
built up and protected by His Holy Spirit : hence this Psalm 
is appointed to be read on Whitsunday, when we celebrate 
the descent of the Holy Ghost* Acts ii. 



1 Great is the Lord, and 
highly to be praised : in the 
city of our Goa, even upon his 
holy hiU. 

2 The hiU of Sion is a fair 
place, and the joy of the whole 
earth : upon the north side lieth 
the city of the ^eat king ; God 
is well known in her palaces as 
a sure refuge. 

3 For lo, the kings of the 

G 



earth : are gathered, and gone 
by together. 

4 They marvelled to see such 
things : they were astonished, 
and suddenly cast down. 

5 Fear came there upon 
them, and sorrow : as upon a 
woman in her travail. 

6 Thou shalt break the ships 
of the sea : through the east 
wind. 

3 
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7 Like M we Imtb lMard» id 
bsve we teen m th* eity of tiw 
LMd (d hoetoy in the city of 
our God I God upfeoidedi the 
euaefer eeer. 

8 We wait for thy loifnig- 
kindiwyO God : intheBodet 
iflf thr teiwple. . 

9 O God, according to thy 
name, so is thy praise unto the 
world's end : thy right Jwnd 
is fall of righteousness. 

10 Let the mosat tSKinei re^ 



j«ice» and the d a ughter of Jo- 
drfib. gW » keanaa of thy 
joagemente. 

II Walk about ^on, and so 
mad abQvt bear : and tell die 
toweia diereof • 

1% Mark well her bulwai^ 
ictup her hewea : that ye maj 
tell tjbem that come after. ' 

13 For this God is our God 
for ever and ever : he shall be 
our guide unto death. 



Ver, 2. a fair plaeef"] So Jerusalem is called. Lam. iL 15» 
" The perfeetien. of beauty, the joy of the whole earth." So 
is the Church the beauty of holiness, and the joy of all true 
believers. — upon the north side] Of the hill. — inker palaces,] 
Thus Jerem, viii. 19. " Is not the Lord in Zion ? Is not 
her King in her ?" And we may say, '' Is not the Lord in 
the midst of His people ? Does He not rule over and de- 
fend them ?" 

Ver, 3. gathered, and gone, ^c] They met together 
with their armies, for her destruction ; and they are passed 
away, without being able to hurt her. So did the might of 
the world, Jews, heathens, kings, magistrates, aod people, 
unite and ''gather together '^ ag^^t the Christian Church; 
but they could not destroy it. We see many examples of 
this in the Acts of the Apostles* 

Ver, 4. They, marvelled] They wondered, as they were so 
many and mighty, at their defeat and overthrow* And still 
more wonderful was the deliverance of the early Christian 
Church from her powerful foes. 

Ver, 6. Thou shah break, ^c] Thou didst scatter them^ 
O God, as ships are broken and scattered by a storm at sea. 
— the etui wind.] A violent wind. 

Fer. 7. As we have heard,] Of the great things done of 
old for Thy city and people, so have we now borne wit- 
ness to Thy mercy, and will confide in Thy protection for 
the time to come. And the Christian Church has the same 
reason to trust in the power and goodness af her Lord ; 
that He ''will uphold the same for ever;" th^ according 
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to His wordy ^ the gates of h^ shall not j^Taii against it.'^ 
MaU.iLVY. 18* 

Ver. 8. We waif, ^eJ] Whatever happens, we look to 
Thee, in humble prayer and worship. This agrees with 
the conduct of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. xx. 1 — 30, and of 
Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxxii'. 1—22. 

Ver. 9. according, Sgtc.'] According to the display of Thy 
mercy, power, and troth. 

Ver. 10. the daughter ofJudah"] Jerusalem, Psal. ix* 14. 
-^/ th'g judgements. '^ Upon her enemies. 

Ver. 11. Tell the towers^ Number them, count them. 

Ver. 15. her bulwarkSf'] Her strong places^ her outworics 
for defence. — set up her houses r] ** Consider her palaces." 
Bib. Vers, The people are called upon to go round Jem* 
salem, to survey her in every part, and see how she was 
preserved unhurt in all Tier beauty and strength. 

Ver. 13. for ever and ever:'] These wwds show that, 
onder the figure of temporal fiivour and prosperity to the 
earthly city, spiritual and eternal blessings are set forth in 
this Psalm. The Lord will guide His people " unto death,'^ 
and to the gate of heaven. 



The Church of Israel was preserved in the midst of her ene- 
mies, and why ? " God was well known in her palaces as a 
sure refuge." The Church of Christ has also been preserved in 
the midst of her enemies ; and for the same reason ; the Lord 
has been her refuge and strength. And as the people of old, 
when in trouble and danger, waited patiently tor the loving- 
kindness of Jehovah, in holy faith and prayer; so let us wait 
also, and we shall be defended and blessed in like manner. We 
shall behold the beauty of our spiritual Sion, under the ever- 
blessed Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and we shall find 
that* as it is given to be the ''joy of the whole earth," so it is 
the joy and comfort of our own souls. ** For this is our God 
for ever and ever ;" He will guide all that beHeve and live in 
Him through life to death, and through death to glory : " For 
we look for a city which hath foundations^ whose builder and 
maker is God*" Heb. xi. 10. 

QUESTIONS. 

. Where is God higblv to be pcaised? — ^The hill of Sion is 
what i — ^The kii^ df the earth are what ?— At what did they 
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AumreU— Thoa shalt break the ships? — ^Through the east 
wind } — For what did the people wait, and where ?— 'Daughter 
of Jadah ?— Set up her houses ?— Buhirarks ?— >0f what was 
Jerusalem an emblem or type ? 



PSALM XLIX. 



The Psalmist describes^ in the most solemn manner, the 
vast difference between the state of the righteous and that of 
the wicked, especially in their latter end : and shows that 
the righteous have no cause to be cast down in their afflic" 
tionSf nor the wicked to boast in their prosperity. 



1 O hear ye this, all ye peo- 
ple : ponder it with your ears, 
all ye that dwell in the world ; 

2 High and low, rich and 
poor : one with another. 

3 My mouth shall speak of 
wisdom : and my heart shall 
muse of understanding. 

4 I will incline my ear to 
the parable : and show my 
dark speech upon the harp. 

5 W herefore should I fear in 
the days of wickedness : and 
when the wickedness of my 
heels compasseth me round 
about ? 

6 There be some that put 
their trust in their goods : and 
boast themselves in the multi- 
tude of their riches. 

T But no man may deliver 
his brother : nor make agree- 
ment unto God for him ; 

8 For it cost more to redeem 
their souls : so, that he must 
let that alone for ever ; 

9 Yea, though he live long : 
and see not the grave. 

10 For he seeth that wise 
men also die, and perish toge- 



ther : as well as the ignorant 
and foolish, and leave their 
riches for other • 

1 1 And yet they think that 
their houses shall continue for 
ever r and that their dwelling-* 
places shall endure from ono 
generation to another ; and call 
the lands after their own 
names. 

12 Nevertheless, man will 
not abide in honour : seeing he 
may be compared unto the 
beasts that perish ; this is the 
way of them. 

13 This is their foolishness : 
and their posterity praise their 
saying. 

14 They lie in the hell likd 
sheep, death gnaweth upon 
them, and the righteous shall 
have domination over them in 
the morning : their beauty shall 
consume in the sepulchre out 
of their dwelling. 

15 But God hath delivered 
my soul from the place of hell : 
for he shall receive me. 

16 Be not thou afraid, 
though one be made rich : of 
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if the glory of bis house be 
increased ; 

17 Forhe shall carry nothing 
away with him when ne dieth : 
neither shall his pomp follow 
him. 

18 For while he lived, be 
counted himself an happy man : 
and so long as thou doest well 



unto thyself, men will speak 
good of thee. 

19 He shall follow the gene- 
ration of his fathers : and shall 
never see light. 

20 Man being in honour 
hath no understanding : but is 
compared unto the beasts Uiat 
perish. 



Fer. 1. hear ye thiSy"] This truth which I am going 
to declare ; the declaration begins in ver. 5. 

Ver. 3. shall muse"] Shall think and meditate, Luke iii. 
15, " men mused in their hearts of John," &c. 

Fer. 4. ta the parable ;] To this instruction and dis- 
course. I will thoroughly attend to it myself. — my dark 
speech'] My deep and important truths, which are dark, 
and not known to many : these I will set to music on my 
harp. 

Ver, 5. Wherefore^ ^c] The Psalmist begins his para- 
ble by asking a question. — the days of wickedness ;] When 
wicked men abound. — my Jieels, 4*^*] It means, when the 
wicked are thick around me, so as to press upon my heels, 
threatening to overtake and throw me down. 

Ver, 7* deliver his brother:] From death, none can 
escape it. 

Ver, 8. for it cost more] To redeem the life of man ; 
to save it by any price, cost more than any mere man can 
pay. Probably the words are intended to imply, that 
Christ alone, by the merit of His sacrifice, is sufficient to 
redeem the soul of man. He is the great and only Re- 
deemer. 

Ver, 9.] This verse must be joined with the 7th. " No 
man is the deliverer of his brother, though he live ever so 
long without seeing the grave :" but the Bible Version 
gives the better sense ; *' no man can redeem his brother, so 
that he should live for ever." 

Ver, 10. he seeth] For it is seen, that the wisest die as 
well as the most foob'sh ; and therefore man's wisdom can 
do nothing in this matter. 

Ver, 12. will not abide, ^c] Though he be in all 
worldly prosperity, he cannot continue in it ; it gives him 
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no nettu oi continuance, eren for a day. — the heasti] In 
regard to dying, he is like the beasts; he has no move 
power to continue his life than they have ; hut in regard 
to his state after death, he differs from them very widtdLy : 
he has a soul tlutt must give account of its deeds, in another 
world : but to this he pays no attention^ no mate than the 
beasts that perish fov ever^ 

Fer. 13. their posterity] Their children, and ehikfarea's 
children, act as if they praised their folly ; that is, they do 
the same thing, treading in the steps of their foolish fore- 
fathers. 

Fer, 14. thet^ Ue in the heU^ ^.] In the grave, Mke 
sheep in a slaughter-house. — ■gnuweth'\ "Death shall feed on 
them." Bih, Fers.^^ahall have dominatien^ ^c] The right- 
eous iriiall have dominion over them, shall get the better of 
them, shall be advanced above them, when they awake 
from their sleep of death, on " the morning'' of the resur^ 
rection. Here the Psalmist clearly alludes to the geat 
truth, that mankind shall rise again from the grave. This 
was '* a dark speech,'* ver. 4, not mndi known or received 
in that day. — in the sepiUchre'] In the g^tnre, — out of their 
dweUing,"] After they are carried out of Sieir proud "dwell- 
ing-places," in which they seemed to think diey should 
live for ever, ver. 11. 

Fer. 15. But God, 4*c.] While all the beauty and the 
hope of rich ui^dly men are perishing in the grave, my 
soul is redeemed from its power ; for instead of my lying, 
like the wicked, in a wretched and hopeless state, die Lord 
" shall receive me" into His own glorious habitation. 

Fer, 16.] The Psalmist begins here to draw the right 
conclusion from his inspired parable ; namely, that when 
we see ungodly men made rich, we should never be dis- 
turbed, or "be afraid" that the Lord hath forgotten us; 
they will soon have an end, and " after this the judgemait." 
Heh, ix. 27. 

[ \Fer. 18. doest well, ^c] So long as diou takest care of 
earthly things, and art prosperous, thou wilt be flattered, 
and made much of by the world. 

Fer, 19. He shall foUow] Let him '^ count himself** 
ever so happy, he shell die, as his forefrithers have d<me. — 
never see light.'] Never, after death. And when it is said 
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that the wicked shall npt 8e« lig^t, it is meant that the 
lighteous shall see it. By light after death is signified the 
light of God*a favour in another state, the light of salvation. 
This the wicked shall never, never see. 

Ver. 20.] Thus the f€x>U6h man when raised to earthly 
honour and fortime, is without understanding. Or we may 
rather take the Bible Version ; '* man, that is in honour 
and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish," 
ver. 12. If he does not understand, if he does not pro- 
perly consider his state and duty, and his condition in 
another world, he lives and dies as if he were a beast« 



How perishable are the riches, how fleeting the joys, how 
vain the boasting'of the children of this world ! A few snort years 
at most, perhaps a few days, bring them to the grave, in which 
all their vanities and all their hopes are buried. Hear this, 
" high and low, rich and poor, one with another.'' Hear it, ye 
rich, and set not your hearts upon such foolish trifles : hear it, 
ye poor, and envy not. Rich and poor, seek your treasure else- 
ivhere ; in the eternal world to which ye are hastening every 
hour. O bow thankful should we be to the God of mercy, who 
has had pity on our lost condition, and made known unto us the 
awful certainty of a world to come ; a world of dathnesg and 
woe to the unbeliever and the wicked ; a world of UgM and 
glory to every righteous believer 1 And is there one of us who 
can be heedless of this great truth ? Who can live and die like 
the beasts that perish ? Regardless and thoughtless of the pre- 
cious immortal soul I When God speaks to us on such a subject, 
shall we not hear ? If the people, in the Psalmist's day, were 
so foolish for looking to earthly things alone, what must we be, 
now that the blessed Jesus, by the glorious truth of His Gospel, 
and His rising again from the grave, has plainly assured us of a 
resurrection and a life to come ? Now, that *' we have seen the 
great light I" now that *' the kingdom of heaven is opened to all 
believers !" Pray we for the grace of the Holy Spirit, that our 
hearts may be deeply affected, and our whole lives spent in pre- 
paring for eternity. This is " the one thing needful." Read 
pur Lord's parable of the worldly man. Luke xii. 16—21. 
" God said unto him. Thou fool, this nieht shall thy soul be 
Tequired of thee : then whose shall those things be, which thou 
hast provided ? So is he that layeth up treasiure for himself, and 
is not rich toward God," Hear the Apostle—" Set your aflec- 
^ous on things above, not on things on the earth." C6L iii. 2. 

G 6 



182 



The Fiftieth Psalm. 



[10th Day, 



QUESTIONS. 

What great truth is made known in this Psalm ? —Explain 
Verse 4. — In the days of wickedness ?— The wickedness of my 
heels, &c.? — No man may deliver his brother from what? — 
"What did it cost to redeem the soul ? — Man will not abide in 
honour ? — Posterity ?— What do they ?— They lie in the hell?— 
Like what ?— What shall the righteous have over them? — 
When ? — ^What does this mean ?— From what has God delivered 
the soul ? — Wby should we not be afraid, although one be made 
rich?— Thou doest well unto thyself ?— Shall never see light? — 
What do the wicked die like ?— How are they like the beasts ?— 
How do they differ from them ? 



THE TENTH DAY. 
M^tnins Eraser* 

PSALM L. 

The Gentile world is called ; the awful judgment of the 
world is declared; unfaithful and unholy Israel is cou" 
demned. The outward forms and services of religion are 
shown to he useless^ and even hateful^ without a penitent and 
obedient heart. 



1 The Lord, even the most 
mighty God, hath spoken : and 
called the world, from the rising 
tip of the sun, unto the going 
down thereof. 

2 Out of Sion hath God ap- 
peared : in perfect beauty. 

3 Our God shall come, and 
shall not keep silence : there 
shall go before him a consum- 
ing fire, and a mighty tempest 
shall be stirred up round about 
him. 

4 He shall call the heaven 
from above : and the earth, 
that he may judge his people. 

5 Gather my saints together 
unto me : those that have made 



a covenant with me with sacri^b 
fice. 

6 And the heaven shall de-^ 
clare his righteousness : for 
God is judge himself. 

7 Hear, O my people, and I 
will speak : Tmvself will testify 
against thee, O Israel; for I 
am God, even thy God. 

8 I will not reprove thee, be* 
cause of thy sacrifices, or for 
thy burnt-offerings : because 
they were not alway before me. 

9 I will take no bullock out 
of thine house : nor he-goat 
out of thy folds. 

10 For all the beasts of the 
forest are mine : and so are 
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the cattle upon a thousand 

hiUs. 

, III knoiv all the fowls upon 

the mountains : and the wild 

beasts of the field are in my 

sight. 

12 If I be hungry, I will not 
tell thee : for the whole world 
is mine, and all that is therein. 

13 Thinkest thou that I will 
eat bulls' flesh : and drink the 
blood of goats ? 

14^ Offer unto God thanks- 
giving : and pay thy vows unto 
the most Highest. 

] 5 And call upon me in the 
time of trouble : so will I hear 
thee, and thou shalt praise me. 

16 But unto the ungodly said 
God : why dost thou preach 
my laws, and takest my cove- 
nant in thy mouth ; 

17 "Whereas thou hatest to 
be reformed : and hast cast my 
words behind thee ? 

18 When thou sawest a thief, 
thou consentedst unto him : 

Ver. 1. hath spoken :"] Shall speak: in foretelling an 
event, the prophets oflen speak of what is to come, as if it 
were already done ; and thus signify the certainty of the 
thing. The preaching of the Gospel is here pointed out, 
whereby God " hath spoken unto us by His Son." Heb. 
i. 1. — -from the rising , <^c.] From: east to west, that is, 
through the whole earth. 

Ver. 2. Out of Sion"] The mercy of God shall shine 
forth from Sioh, from Jerusalem, as the terrors of the law 
had been set forth in Sinai. Exod. xix. Heh, xii. 18. The 
perfect beauty of Sion was an emblem of the excellency and 
glory of Jesus, " God manifest in the flesh ;" by whom the 
word of grace and truth was spoken at Jerusalem. 

Ver. 3. shall come,'] To judge the world, in the fulness 
of time ; after the Gospel has been fully preached. — not 
heep silence :] Shall not forbear, as men do, when they 
speak not : but shall come with a voice of thunder; and 



and hast been partaker with 
the adulterers. 

19 Thou hast let thy mouth 
speak wickedness : and with 
thy tongue thou hast set forth 
deceit. 

20 Thou satest, and spakest 
against thy brother : yea, and 
hast slandered thine own mo- 
ther's son. 

21 These things hast thou 
done, and I held my tongue, 
and thou thoughtest wick^ly, 
that I am even such a one as 
thyself : but I will reprove thee, 
and set before thee the things 
that thou hast done. 

22 O consider this, ye that 
forget God : lest I pluck you 
away, and there be none to de- 
liver you. 

23 Whoso offereth me thanks 
and praise, he honoureth me : 
and to him that ordereth his 
conversation right will I show 
the salvation of God. 
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dothed with suehdreadM majesty, as the terrofs of Mount 
Sinai did but feebly represent. 

Fer. 4. I&e heaven^ the earthf"] Angek, as wdl as men, 
shall witness the awful proceedings oi judgment* Matt. 
xxT. SI, S2. 

Ver, 5. Gather f ^cJ] " And He shall send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather to- 
gether His elect from the four windsy from one end of 
heaven to the otBer." Matt. xxir. 31. — a eovenant] The 
professors of my true religion, who serve me as I have 
appointed, by " sacrifice,'* and other ordinances. 

Ver. 6. Ood is judge himself. 1 That is^ our Lord Jesus 
Christ : " The Father judgeth no man, but hadi committed 
all judgement unto the Son." J9hn v. 22» 

Ver, 8. because^ ^c] I have «o complaint on this 
ground; thy offerings and saerifiee, thy outward and 
formal services, have been *' alway before me,*' have been 
regularly attended to ; my complaint is, that I have not 
thy heart. Prov, xxiii. 26. 

Ver, 9. / will take no bullock, ^c,"] I will not accept 
them from thee. 

. Ver, 12. If I be hungry ,"] If I were, or could be* hui^pry, 
*' I need not tell ihee." 

Ver, 13. Thinkest thou, ^c,'] The peopte, from depend- 
ing so entirely upon the sacrifice itselS^ without a holy and 
obedient heart, acted as if they thought that the animals 
were eaten by the Lord, and were necessary to Him. 

Ver, 14. Offer unto God'] This is the service I require ; 
a grateful heart, and a performance of all thy promises aod 
duties ; without which, sacrifices and forms of worship are 
nothing worth. The sacrifices under the law, and the at" 
dinances of the Gospel, were all appointed by God ; and 
therefore very valuable and very necessary ; but of no use 
without repentance and righteousness. 

Fer. 16 — 20. See i2oia.iL which gives a likedescriptioB 
of the unholy and ungodly Jew. 

Ver, 20. own mother*s son,"] Thy nearest brother, by 
both parents, mother as weU as &Uier ; which was very 
oflen not the case with Jewish families. The nearer die 
relationship, the more shameful was the violation of the 
great law of love. 



lath Day.] . The Fiftieth Psahn. 135 

Fer, 21* / held ny tongue i] I forbore to punisli, and 
spared thee olben ; — thou thonghiest^ ^c] Thou didst 
wickedly conclude, from my forbearing to punish, that I 
was like thyself, not caring for evil, or taking no account 
of it : whereas my goodness and long-suffering ought to 
have led thee to repentance ; and were shown for that pur- 
pose. Rom* ii. 4, 5. — set before thee\ I will remember, 
and brkig to my mind all thy wickedness on the fearful 
day of reckoning ; I will convince thee of thy sins, and 
puiiish thee for tibiem. This threatened vengeance was duly 
executed upon the Jewish nation, on several occasions, 
especially in the destruction of their city after they had 
crucified the Lord Jesus, and rejected His Gospel ; which 
terrible judgment may be regiirded as a sure sign and 
emblem of the judgment upon all unrepentant sinners at 
the latter day. 

Ver. 23. he honoureth me :] And he alone. — his conver- 
sation] His life and conduct. Psalm xxxvii. 14. 



God spake in terror from Mount Sinai, as a lawgiver ; He 
spake in gentleness and mercy from Mount Sioii» as a Saviour; 
and soon He will speak to the whole race of mankind from His 
throne of judgment; to some with mercy, to others with terror. 
He will judge every one "according to his deeds," according 
to his knowledge and opportunities, and according to his use 
and improvement ai them. It will be of no advantage to any on 
diat heart-searching day to have been numbered with the people 
of God, unless there has been holy fruit in the character and 
Me. To pretend a belief in God, and not to love and serve 
Him ; to be admkted into covenant with Him, as His children, 
and yet not to be dutiful ; to attend the courts of His house, 
on His holy days, and yet not to walk in His fear, and keep His 
eOBBmandments ; all this is a mockery of Giod f '' it is iniquity, 
even the solemn meeting." Ira. i. 13. See also chap. IviiL But 
they have neglected and abused the light of the blessed Gos- 
pel, where the love of Gk)d shines foru " in perfect beauty," 
m the feca of Jesus Christ : they will be the most severely deak 
with ; " unto them much has been given, and of them much 
will be required." Luke zii. 48. Though God bear with us 
long, and spore us year after year in His great mercy, yet if we 
do not turn to Him, in this our season of grace, we shall be 
punished the more, for having been longer spared. Search 
your heart : examine narrowly into your ways ; compare them 
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with the word of God. None bat the righteous are accepted 
believers and worshippers : and " he that doeth righteousness 
is righteous." 1 John iii. 7. 

QTTBSTIOirS. 

Who hath spoken? — ^And called the world from what?— 
What does this calling mean ? — Our Lord shall come, for what 
purpose? — Not keep silence? — He shall call the heaven and 
the earth? — Explain verse 5. — God is judge Himself? — What 
would God not reprove Israel for ? — ^Wbat did He complain of? 
—When will God accept our worship and service ? — ^What must 
we offer? — ^What pay? — I held my tongue? — ^To whom will 
be shown the salvation of God ? — What do we learn from this 
Psalm? 



PSALM tl, 

A Psalm of deep repentance for the sins of murder and 
adultery^ 2 Sam. xi. xii., well suited to the case of every 
returning sinner. It may be called the chief of the Pent' 
tential Psalms^ and is used in the proper service for Ash 
Wednesday. 



1 Have mercy upon me, O 
God, after thy great goodness : 
according to the multitude of 
thy mercies do away mine of- 
fences. 

2 Wash me throughly from 
my wickedness : and cleanse 
me from my sin. 

3 For I acknowledge my 
faults : and my sin is ever be- 
fore me. 

4 Against thee only have I 
sinned, and done this evil in 
thy sight : that thou mightest 
be justified in thy saying, and 
dear when thou art judged. 

5 Behold, I was shapen in 
wickedness : and in sin hath 
my mother conceived me. 

6 But lo, thou requirest 



truth in the inward parts : and 
shalt make me to understand 
wisdom secretly. 

7 Thou shalt purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean : 
thou shalt wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow. 

8 Thou shalt make me hear 
of joy and gladness : that the 
bones which thou hast broken 
may rejoice. 

9 Turn thy face from my sins : 
and put out all my misdeeds. 

10 Make me a clean heart, 
O God : and renew a right 
spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not awav from 
thy presence ; and take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me. 

12 give me the comfort of 
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thy help again : and establish 
pie with thy free Spirit. 

13 Then shall I teach thy 
ways UDto the wicked : and 
sinners shall be converted unto 
thee. 

14 Deliver me from blood- 
guiltiness, O God, thou that 
art the God of my health : and 
my tongue shall sing of thy 
righteousness. 

15 Thou shalt open my lips, 
Lord : and my mouth shall 
show thy praise. 

16 For thou desirest no 
sacrifice, else would I give it 



thee : but thou delightest not 
in burnt-offerings. 

17 The sacrifice of God is 
a troubled spirit : a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, shalt 
thou not despise. 

18 O be favourable and gra^ 
cious unto Sion : build thou 
the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then shalt thou be 
pleased wiAi the sacrifice of 
righteousness, with the burnt- 
offerings and oblations : then 
shall they offer young bullocks 
upon thine idtar. 



Ver. 1. thy great goodness:'] David had no hope^ but 
in God's undeserved goodness. 

Ver. 2. Wash me'] Under the law of Moses, there were 
many washings and purifyings, John iii. 25 ; to these David 
here alludes : " make me clean within." 

Ver, 3. See on Psalm xxxii. 1 — 6. 

Ver, 4. Against thee only] He had sinned very deeply 
against Uriah and many others, 2 Sam, xi. ; but this he felt as 
nothing in comparison with his ungrateful rebellion against 
God, whose holy law he had so scandalously broken, and 
to whom alone he could be made answerable. Moreover, 
he had concealed his crimes from the eye of man : but the 
Lord had witnessed them and brought them to light. — be 
justified] In the sentence which thou didst pass upon me, 
2 Sam, xii. 10 — 12. — clear when thou art judged.] for Thy 
dealings toward me, Rom, iii. 4. I have fully deserved 
Thy righteous anger, and much more. 

Ver, 5. / was shapen, ^c] David does not offer this as 
an excuse for his crimes ; only he was now more than ever 
convinced of the sad corruption of his nature. 

Ver. 6. but h,] Though man is sinful, Thy law will not 
bend to his sinfulness ; but Thou requirest inward purity 
and sincerity. God was now teaching him His holy lesson, 
by severe correction ; and would soon put true " wisdom " 
into the "secret** comers of his heart. 

Ver, 7. with hyssop,] A branch or bunch of hyssop was 
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dipped m water, and die imeleMi penon spfuUed widi it ; 
thus he was cleansed of bodily defitement. Numb, xiz« 
This represented the cleamdng power of the blood of Christ. 
Heb, VL. IS, 14. David means, that God would purify his 
soul by the Holy Spirit, as the flesh of the unclean pexsoo 
was purified by the sprinkling of water fipom the hyssop. — 
thou skali taash ««,] See on ver. 2. But peifaapa D^vid 
may here especiaBy allude to the stain of blood that was 
upon him, as in^yer. 14. See Isaiah i. 15, 16. — whiter 
than mov.] Isaiah i. 18. 

Ver, 8. the banes^ 4*^*1 ^y sense of misery being as if 
an my bones were crushed and broken. Psalm vi. 2. — foa^ 
rejoice,'] Matt* r. 4. 

Fer, 10. a clean hearty'] God alone^ who made the bcartt 
can make it clean. " Create in me," Bible Vers. See the 
ooDect fior Ash Wednesday. 

Fer, 11, from thy presence:'} The penitent soul dreads 
Bodung so much aa the diou^t of being cast away from 
liie presence and Spirit of God. David had a teirit^ 
example before his eyes in the case of Saul. The Spirit 
of the Lord departed firom Saul, and an evil spirit from the 
Lord trouUed him. 1 Saim„ xvi. 14. 

Fer, 12. stabUali] Strengthen. Knowing his own weak«» 
ness^ he was afiraid of falling again ; and therefore mrays to 
be siq^rted by the all-sufficient grace of God. The 
Spirit may be called free, eidier from beii^ freely and 
abundantly giv«n, or because He sets the soul free from 
the dominion of sin. 

F&r, la. Then shall /, SS^c] Thus our Lord to Peter,, 
** When dKNi art converted, strei^rthen thy brethren." 
Luke xxii. 32. 

Fer, 14. of my health {] Of ny spiritual healdiy of my 
salvation. 

Fer, 15. shalt open my lips^ Which have been dosed 
by my sense of sin and shame, so that I dared not, could 
not, speak to Thee : so soon as I can speak, I will sing 
Thy praise. 

Fer. 16. no sacrifice :] This i« not the thing to be trusted 
to for the cleansing of my guilty soul. See 1 Sam, xv. 22, 
and Mark xii. 33. By the law, murder and adultery 
were punished witii death : no sacrifice or satisfaction was 
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allowed, Numb. xxxv. 31. Deut. xxii. 22. And perhaps 
there may be here some-aDiision to this law. 

Ver. 17. The 9acrifice'\ That sacrifice, without which 
God will accept no otber. — not despised] Thoushalt honour 
and accept. Matt* v. 3. xii. 20. 

Ver, 18. nnto Sinn:"] Let not my guilt bring a curae 
upon my people, and prevent thy goodness to them. — 
Irnld thou the wallsy S^cJ] These were already begun. 2 Sam. 
V. 9. It means, ** strengthen and defend thy people or thy 
Church." 

Ver, 19. with the sacrytce 6f righteousness^ With the 
worship and service of the righteous ; with those sacrifices 
which they offer, as the emblem of the great sacrifice to 
come, Jeaua Christ the righteous. Psahn xl« 8 — 10« 



The Royal Psalmist here sets an example to all sinners. Let 
them feel their misery ; let them cast tbemselves on the Lord's 
imdeserved mercy ; let them freely and fully confess their guilt ; 
let them earnestly desire to be delivered from its grievous bur- 
den, to have '*a new heart, and a new spirit,** Bzdt. xviii. 31 ; 
to " put on. the new man, which after God is created in righ- 
teousness and true holiness." Eph. iv. 24. Let them thus 
come to God, with their tears and their prayers, in the name of 
the great Redeemer, and their soul shall be deEvered from its 
vretched captivity, and their peace with God shall be certainly 
made. The door of their lips shall be unlocked ; they shaU 
recover from their sin and shame ; and magnify the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus. Let them not despair on the one hand, 
however great and dreadful their transgressions ; there is mercy 
for all. Isa, Iv. 7* Let them not, on the other hand, " do the 
work deceitfully ; " let nothing be kept back from God. Let 
them desire to be '^ washed throughly from their wickedness ;** 
and to become a lesson and example to their brethren of all 
holiness and righteousness. And as they are firmly resolved 
to walk henceforth with God, let them pray to be '' stablished, 
strengthened, settled.** 1 Pet. v. 10. By the grace of that 
Holy Spirit who alone can *'help their weakness,^' and enable 
them to stand, the merciful God invites, nay entreats, all thus 
to come unto Him,, and promises to receive them : " Turn 
ye unto me, saith the Lord of Hosts, and I will turn unto you, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.'' Zech. I 3. ''Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
Matt. xi. 28—30. 



140 



The Ftftff'seamd Psalm. [lOth Day: 



QUSSTIONS. 

What was the occasion of this Psalm ? — On what ^n^nnd does 
David ask for merqr ? — How did he praj to be washed ? — ^And 
from what ? — ^Explain verse 4. — How plugged with hyssop ? — 
And whiter than snow ? — ^lliat the bones, &c. I — ^Make me, &c. ? 
•—Renew in me, &c. ? — Cast me not away, &c. ? — Take not, &c. ? 
— Stablish ?^Free Sphit ?— What wonld he then teach ?— Thou 
dedrest no sacrifice? — ^What is the sacrifice of God? — ^What 
win God not despise ? 



PSALM LIL 

Doeg, a wicked man of Edom^ conspired against David, 
and slew a great number of priests, women, and children, at 
SauVs command. 1 Sam. xxii. 6 — 19. In this Psalm David 
describes Doeg's baseness and crime, and praises God for 
his own mercifvl deliverance. 



1 Why boastest thou thyself, 
thou tyrant : that thou canst 
do mischief; 

2 Whereas the goodness of 
God : endureth yet daily ? 

3 Thy tongue imagineth wick- 
edness : and with lies thou cut- 
test like a sharp razor. 

4 Thou bast loved unright- 
eousness more than goodness : 
and to talk of lies more than 
righteousness. 

5 Thou hast loved to speak 
all words that may do hurt : O 
thou false tongue. 

6 Therefore shall God de- 
stroy thee for ever : he shall 
take thee, and pluck thee out 
of thv dwelling, and root thee 
out of the land of the living. 

Ver. 1. thou tyrant :] Thou cruel oppressor. 

Ver, 2. endureth yet daily ?"] And is daily shown on 
my behalf and for my deliverance, so that tliou canst not 
hurt me. 



7 The righteous also shall 
see this, and fear : and shall 
laugh him to scorn ; 

8 Lo, this is the man that 
took not God for his strength : 
but trusted unto the multi- 
tude of his riches, and strength- 
ened himself in his wicked- 
ness. 

9 As for me, I am like a 
green olive-tree in the house of 
God : my trust is in the tender 
mercy of God for ever and 
ever. 

10 I will always give thanks 
unto thee for that thou hast 
done : and I will hope in thy 
Name, for thy saints like it 
well. 
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Ver, 3. Thy tongue imagineth'] Thy tongue uttereth the 
thoughts and schemes of evil. 

Ver, 8.] The righteous, when they fear and reverence 
God on account of His just vengeance, and when they laugh 
the wicked to scorn, shall say these words, ** Lo, this is the 
man,'' &c. 

Ver. 9.] I, in the house and Church of God, am like 
a flourishing olive-tree in the field. My cruel enemy ha3 
not heenable to cut me down, nor to stop the growth of my 
prosperity. 



It is bad enough to imagine and to do mischief; but far 
worse to boast of it. And yet this is very commonly the case 
with wicked people ; they talk of their sin as if it was an honour 
to them; '* whose glory is in their shame." PhU, iii. 19. But 
God will put down and punish all such wicked boasters, and 
'' root them out of the land of the living," and drive them from 
His presence for ever into the nethermost he]l. A false and 
deceitful tongue is dangerous and dreadful, cutting like a razor, 
devouring like a sword ; bent upon mischief, hateful of goocl. 
How shocking a picture is this of the corrupt heart of man ; 
how far, very far has he gone from the holy image of God, in 
which he was created ! Man values himself for being able to do 
mischief, when God esteems it His glory to do good. But ths 
true believer is not so ; he desires and delights to be made like 
unto God : to do good to all, and evil to none. *' Be ye there- 
fore merciful, as your Father also is merciful ;" thus will you 
have Him for your Protector, in all assaults of the enemy ; and 
for your Friend at all times ; and even if He 8u£fer you at length 
to be cut off, it will only be — a speedy removal from earth to 
heaven, from suffering to glory. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did Doe^ boast of? — ^Why should he not, verse 2 ? — 
The tongue imagineth wickedness ? — ^With lies he cut like what ? 
— ^What would God therefore do to him? — What shall the 
righteous do ? — And what shall he say, verse 8 ? — What is he 
like? 
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IBbenmg iPracn* 



PSALM MIL 



Nearly the whole of this Psalm may he found in Psalm 
xiv. 1. 4. 8 — 11. The only words of difference, which 
need any remark, are in ver. 6 of this Psalm, ** Ood has 
broken the bones of him that besieged thee" The meaning 
is, " God has greatly afflicted and punished him that beset 
thee,** my soul, and hemmed thee round with snares. When 
an army goes against a town, and surrounds it, so that the 
people cannot escape, it is called besieging the place. Thus 
David waSf as it were, besieged by his enemies. See all the 
'Botes and remarks on Psalm xar. 



1 The fooHflih body liath said 
m his heart : there is no Grod. 

2 Corrupt are they, and be- 
eome abonunable in their wick- 
edness : Aere is none that 
tloedi good. 

3 God looked down from 
lieaven upon the children of 
men : to see if there were any, 
'tibat would understand, and 
seek after God, 

4 But they are all gone oat 
of the way, they are altogetiher 
beo>me abominable : there is 
also none that doeth good, no, 
not one. 

6 Are not they without un- 



derstsaiip^ tiuit woiic wicked- 
ness : eating vep my people as 
if they wouS 'eat biiead ? th^ 
have not called npoii God. 

6 They were afraid wbere no 
fisar was : for God hath broken 
the bones d faka <liat besieged 
thee; thou hast p«t them to 
conftnion, because God hadi 
despised them. 

7 Qh, that the aalvataon 
were given unto Isnel out of 
Sion : Oh, that the Lord wooM 
deliyer his people out of cap- 
tivityl 

8 Then should Jacob rejoice : 
and Israel should be right glad. 



PSALM LIV. 

David, when betrayed by the Ziphites, and surrounded by 
Saul and his enemies, wreteihie Psalm of Prayer, trusting 
in God for deliverance from his great danger, 1 Sam. xxiii. 
14 — 29. The application to Christ, and to Christians, is 
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easy : for which reason our Church htu appointed this 
Psalm to he read on Good Friday. 



1 Save me^ O Grod, for tliy 
Name's sidse : aitd avenge me 
i& tiiv streofTth. 

2 Hear my prayer, O God : 
and hearicen unto &e wonb of 
my month. 

3 Yor strangers are risen np 
against me t awd tjnrants, which 
have not God hefore their eyes, 
seek after my soul. 

4 Behold^ God is my helper : 
the Lord is with them that up- 
hold my soul. 



5 He ^idl irewBrd evil unto 
mine enemies : destroy thoa 
them in thy truth. 

6 An offering of a free heart 
will I give thee> and praise thy 
Name, O Lord : because it is 
so comfortable. 

7 Y<x he hath ddivered me 
out of all my trouble : and mine 
eye hath seen his desire upon 
mine enemies. 



Ver. 1. for {hy Name's sake:'] That Thy name and 
Thy holy cause may be glorified : that the enemy may not 
cast reproaches, as if Thou wert unable to deliver me. 

Ver, 3. strangers, ^c] The Zipbites, though belonging 
to the same tribe as David, acted the part of " strangers,*' 
in seeking to deliver him up to his enemy. Such a part 
did the wliol« Jewish nation act towards their Saviour, 
Christ Jesnxs, when they delivered Him over to the Roman 
power. And the QHirch frequently meets with such treat- 
ment at tlie hands oi her children, as ahe might expect only 
at the hands of*' strangers to the covenant of promise." — 
tyrants,'] Psalm Hi. 1. 

Fer. 5. in thy trvihP^ In fulfilment of Thy promises. 

Ver, 6. an offering] David, strong in faith, gives liianka 
for his€scape, as if already accomplished. — so comfortable^ 
It is the great coni£>rt of mourners to dwell upon the 
mercies of God. 

Ver. 7. his desire] Vis. the overthrow <^ his enemies ; 
ix>t because he delighted in their punishment, not from a 
spirit of revenge, but because they were the enemies of 
tjod, and dishonoured His holy Name. 



Our nearest rdatioos may prove more nnldnd than strangers : 
those who ought to protect ns, may become our oppressors : 
fellow-christiaiis, in name, may slander and revile and injure ns. 
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more than €Ten unbelievers do. Looking unto David betrayed 
by the men of Judah, looking unto Christ betrayed by tik 
Apostle, and delivered to death by the Jewish rulers and people, 
"His own who received him not/' John i. 11, what can we 
expect from any who " have not God before their eyes," but 
opposition and injustice?— Bat let us leave our cause with God« 
and we shall not want a protector and a friend. Let us dwell 
** comfortably" upon the many mercies we have received at His 
l^cious hands ; and pray with a firm hope for His continued 
favour, that He would hear and save us. O Lord, help us to 
bear our crosses without repining, and at length bring us to 
behold Thy victories and Thy glory. 

I 

tiUBSTIONS« 

On what occasion was this Psalm written ? — How may it be 
applied? — For thy Name's sake? — Strangers are risen up?— 
Tyrants ? — In Thy truth ? — Mine eye hath seen his desire ?-^ 
W hy did he desire it ? 



PSALM LV. 



This Psalm was probably written during the rebellion of 
Ahsalomy David* s son^ 2 Sam. xv. It describes the deep 
distress ofDavid^ and the base condtict of his nearest friends ; 
and thus foreshows the circumstances and treatment -of our 
blessed Lord, 



1 Hear my prayer, O God : 
and hide not thjrsdf from my 
petition. 

2 Take heed unto me, and 
hear me : how I mourn in my 
prayer, and am vexed. 

3 The enemy crieth so, and 
the ungodly cometh on so fast : 
for they are minded to do me 
some mischief; so maliciously 
are they set against me. 

4 My heart is disnuieted 
within me : and the tear of 
Hkiath is fallen upon me. 

5 Fearfulness and trembling 
.are come upon me : and an 



horrible dread hath overwhelm- 
ed me. 

6 And I said, O that I had 
wings like a dove : for then 
would I flee away, and be at 
rest. 

7 Lo, then would I get me 
away far off : and remain in tha 
wilderness. 

8 I would make haste to 
escape : because of the stormy 
wina and tempest. 

9 Destroy their tongues, O 
Lord, and divide them : for I 
have spied unrighteousness and 
strife in tl^e city. 
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10 Day and night they go 
about within the walls thereof : 
piischief also and sorrow are in 
the midst of it. 

11 Wickedness is therein : 
deceit and guile go not out of 
their streets. 

12 For it is not an open 
enemy that hath done me this 
dishonour : for then I could 
have borne it. 

13 Neither was it mine ad- 
versary, that did magnify him- 
self against me : for then per- 
adventure I would have hid 
myself from him. 

14 But it was even thou, 
my companion : my guide, and 
mine own familiar friend. 

. 15 We took sweet counsel 
together : and walked in the 
house of God as friends. 

16 Let death come hastily 
upon them, and let them go 
down quick into hell : for wick- 
edness is in their dwellings, and 
among them. 

1 7 As for me, I will call upon 
God : and the Lord shall save 
xne. 

1 8 In the evening, and morn- 



ing, and at noon-day will I 
pray« and that instantly : and 
he shall hear my voice. 

19 It is he that hath deli- 
vered my soul in peace from 
the battle that was against me : 
for there were many with me. 

20 Yea, even God, that en- 
dureth for ever, shall hear me, 
and bring them down : for they 
will not turn, nor fear God. 

21 He laid his hands upon 
such as be at peace with him l 
and he brake his covenant. 

22 The words of his mouth 
were softer than butter, having 
war in his heart : his words 
were smoother than oil, and 
yet be they very swords. 

23 O cast thy burden upon 
the Lord,^ and he shall nourish 
thee : and shall not suffer the 
righteous to fall for ever. 

24 And as for them : thou, 
O God, shalt bring them into 
the pit of destruction. 

25 The blood-thirsty and de- 
ceitful men shall not live out 
half their days : nevertheless, 
my trust shall be in thee, O 
Lord. 



Ver. 2. / mourn] So Hezekiah mourned like a dove : 
his eyes failed with looking upward. Isa, xxxviii. 14. — am 
vexedJ] Am troubled. 

Fer, 3. to do me some mischief;] "The conspiracy was 
strong. 'r 2 Sam. xv. 12. 

Ver, 4, 5.] These verses describe the dreadful state of 
David's mind, when he went over the brook Cedron, and 
vp mount Olivet, "weeping as he went," and expecting 
soon to be cut off^ 2 Sam. xv. 23. 30. And they also 
describe the agony of the Son of David, when He likewise 
passed over tibe same brook, John xviii. 1, and when His 
soul was "sore amazed, and very heavy, and exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death." Mark xiv. 33, 34. 

H 
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Fer. ^.fiee oxooiy^ He had no aerioos desire to leave 
his statioD and his duty ; ORly» in these beautiful words, lie 
breathes the fedings of weak and overpowered natare^ 
Thus Jesus in His prayer in the garden. Marh xiv. 
35, %%. 39. 

Vet. 8. the stormy wini] Because of the fury and violence 
of mine enemies^ 

Ver. 9. Destroy f ^c] Overthrow their counsels and plots^ 
" O Lord, I pray Thee, turn the counsel of Ahithopheiinto 
foolishness/' 2 Sam, xv. 31. 

Ver, 10. they go about] That is, unrighteousness and 
strife (ver. 9) go about ; they are described as two persons 
*' going about " to corrupt and inflame the people. 

Fer. 12 — 15.] In these, verses many of the black and 
cruel circumstances of AhithopheFs treason against David 
and of Judas's treason against Christ are strongly marked* 
— peradventwre'] Perhaps. 

Fer, 16. yo down quick, ^e.] Gro down alive into the 
grave : be suddenly destroyed, as if swallowed up in an 
earthquake, like Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, Numb, xvi. 
23 — 34. The verse seems to point to the sudden and 
violent death of Ahithophel, who ** hanged himself, " 2 Sam* 
xvii. 23 ; and of Judas, who also '^ went and hanged him- 
self." Matt, xxvii. 5. 

Fer, 17. / will cally ^c] Prayer is our remedy against 
all troubles and disorders of the soul within, and our shield 
against all troubles and dangers without. 

Fer, 18. In the evening^ ^c] The r^ular times 
for prayer, Dan. vi. 10. 13. — instantly ;] Earnestly, ur- 
gency. 

Fer, 19. many with meJ] God and His holy angels. 
i Kings vu 16, 17. Matt. xxvi. 53. 

Fer, 21. jfiTe,] The person before spoken of. Ver. 
12—15. 

Fer, 22. softer than btUter^ ^eJ] How exactly does this 
apply to Judas, who betrayed Christ, while he said, *' Hail, 
Master ; and kissed Him 1" Matt, xxvi. 49. 

Fer, 23.] Cast thy trouble upon the Lord, O my soul ; 
trust to Him for help, and He eJiall support thee ; and He 
will never suffer the righteous to &31. 

Fer, 24* as for them :] Namely, my wicked enemies. 
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Ver. 25. half their days:'] On the contrary, length of 
days if promised to the righteous. Prov. iii. I, 2. 16. 



From disappointments and losses, from the unkindness of 
friends and the malice of enemies, from the weaknesses both of 
the body and the soul, we must expect to be disquieted. And 
sometimes the burden is so heavy and the prospect so dark, 
that we would rather leave the world at once, and fly away and 
be at rest. This is a very natural feeling ; and well it is, when 
our earthly trials direct our thoughts and affections to our 
heavenly inheritance I But we must be patient ; we must take 
care not to wish or pray, in an angry, hasty, or a murmuring 
spirit, as if we were quarrelliii^ with our lot ; we may long for 
our deliverance, but we must be content to wait God's time ; 
<< eaetii^ all our care upon Him» for He careth for ua.'^ 1 Pet 
▼. 7. ^d thus He wiU '* deliver our souls in peace ;" " for 
there are many with us." He is the '' Lord of Hosts," only 
let us cleave stedfastly to Him, and not act the part of fake 
friends; we hate the wa^fs of those who flatter us, while they 
have no fr'ienddiip in their hearts ; then let not God be mocked 
with the soft and smooth words of promise and profession, 
when we love Him not. We are wont to abhor Judas, who be» 
traved his Lord with a kiss, the token of aflection : we know his 
oia : then let us beware how we, the Lord's disciples by name, 
hetray His holy cause into the hand of the enemy, by unfaith- 
frilness and sin: let us see that our hearts are not counselling 
md plotting against Him, by being full of evil thoughts and evil 
desires. If we betray Him» He w^ forsake us ; if we love and 
serve Him faithfuUy, we need never fear, for we shall never fall. 

auBSTioir&u 

On what occasion was this Psalm written ?— Am vexed ? — 
His heart was what ? — And what had fallen upon him ? — What 
did he wish for? — And why, ver. 6? — Destroy their tongues, 
▼er, 12—15 ?— Whom does David allude to ? — What other 
character is also described ?— Go down quick into hell ?— Which 
were the Jewish times of myer? — "There were many with 
me," who ? — Repeat ver. 22. — Upon whom should we cast our 
burden?— What is meant by this expression ?— What shall we 
gain by so d<Mng ? 
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Moxnini Eraser. 

PSALM LVI. 

This Psalm is said to have been written when David was 
at Gathf in the hands of his heathen enemies, the Philistines^ 
1 Sam. xxi. 10 — 15. His trust is in Gody whom he resolves 
to praise and serve. 



1 Be merciful unto me, O 
God, for man goeth about to 
devour me : he is daily fighting, 
and troubling me. 

2 Mine enemies are daily in 
hand to swallow me up : for 
they be many that fight against 
me, O thou most Highest ! 

3 Nevertheless, though I am 
«ometime afraid : yet put I my 
trust in thee. 

4 I will praise God, because 
of his word : I have put my 
trust in God, and will not fear 
what flesh can do unto me. 

5 They daily mistake my 
words .: all that they imagine 
is to do me evil. 

6 They hold all together, 
and keep themselves close : and 
mark my steps when they lay 
wait for my soul. , 

7 Shall they escape for their 
wickedness : thou, O God, in 



thy displeasure shalt cast them 
down. 

8 Thou tellest my flittinffs ; 
put my tears into thy botue : 
are not these things noted in 
thy book ? 

9 Whensoever I call upon 
thee, then shall mine enemies 
be put to flight : this I know ; 
for God is on my side. 

10 In God's word will I re- 
joice : in the Lord's word will 
I comfort me. 

11 Yea, in God have I put 
mv trast : I will not be afraid 
what man can do unto me. 

12 Unto. thee, O God, will 
I pay my vows : unto thee will 
I give thanks. 

13 For , thou hast delivered 
my soul from death, and my 
feet from falling : that I may 
walk before God in the light of 
the. living. 



Ver.2. daily in hand^ Bible Vers, "would daily,". are 
always endeavouring. 

Ver. 4. because of his word ;] Because of his promises, 
which never fail. — what flesh can do'\ What mortal man 
can do. 

Ver. 5. daily mistake, <J*c.] They wilfully mistake my 
words, twisting them to a strange meaning, and turning 
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them against me. Thus did the enemies of Jesus. Matt. 
xxii. 15 ; xxvi. 61. John ii. 19. Many indeed have 
thought that the Messiah is speaking through the whole of 
this Psalm. 

Ver, 6. lay wait] Lay snares for my life. 

Ver, 8. thou telleat my fiittings ;"] Thou knowest all my 
wanderings up and down, from one place to another, 
through fear of my enemies, ver. 1, 2. To flit is to fly 
away, to remove. — my tears, ^c] There was a custom 
with the Jews, of putting the tears of mourners into a 
bottle, or other smidl vessel, so that they might be pre* 
served, and a remembrance of the sorrow kept up* David 
therefore means, that God should observe, and not forget 
the tears he had shed in trouble. — fwted in thy book?"] 
This sense is much the same, ^* observed and not for- 
gotten." 

Fef. 12. pay my vows :] He had promised and vowed, 
in the day of danger, to praise and serve God when he 
was delivered; and this undertaking he was ready to 
fulfil. 

Ver. 13. my sout] My life. — in the lights ^^c] Not 
going down at present to the dark chambers of the grave* 



However we may be buffeted and driven abont in this world, 
the Lord, if we trust in Him, will watch over all our wander-* 
logs, and '* order all our goings" for His glory and our own 
|{ood: we cannot be driven from His presence ; and where He 
Is, it is sufficient for us to be. Not a wrong do we receive, 
which God does not observe ; not a tear of godly sorrow do we 
^hed, that He does not mark and remember. Only let us serve 
Him faithfully : only let us be mindful to perform all our vows 
and promises. We have, perhaps, made many in sickness, in 
trouble, and at other times : have we kept our word ? If we 
have, we may safely leave the rest with Him : if we have not, 
we cannot look for His deliverance another day. But if, by 
His grace, our souls are delivered from the death of sin. He will 
deliver our feet from falling, and bring us to heaven ; to walk 
before Him for ever " in the light of the living ;" in that •* city, 
^hich hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in 
it ; for the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof/' Rn, xxi. 23. 

H 3 
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QUBfiTlONB. 



What flesh caado qiUo meJ-^Tli^ rnktake my words?— r 

Lay wait?— My flittings?— Te^krs into thy bottle? — Noted in 
Thy book ? —Will I pay jny ^pw.8 ? —My- soul ? 



PSALM LVII. 

David escaped from Saul in the eaee at En/gedi^ 1 Sam* 
xxtT. 3, which represents the delitercmce and resurrection of 
our Lord from the grave. Such is the subject ef this Psalms 
and therefore we use it on Easter-day. 



1 1 Be mereifol imto me, O 
God, be merciful unto me ; for 
my soul trusteth in ibee : 
imd under tha shadow of thj 
wings shall be my refuge, until 
fhis tvranny be overpast. 

2 I will call unto the most 
high God : even unto the God 
tljat shall p^form the cause 
which I have in hand. 

3 He shall send from heaven : 
and save me from the reproof 
of him that would eat me up. 

. ' 4 God shall send forth his 
mercy and truth : my sovd is 
among lions. 

5 ^d I lie even among the 
diildren of moi, that are set on 
fire : whose teeth are spears 
and arrows, and their tongrue a 
•harp sword. 

6 Set up thyself, O God, 
above the heavens : and thy 
glory above all the earth. 



7 They have laid a net for 
my feet, and pressed down m^ 
socd : they have digged a pit 
before me, and are fallen into 
the midst of it themselves. 

8 My heart is fixed, O Goi 
my heart is fixed : I willsmg, 
and give praise. 

9 Awake .up, my glory i 
awake, lute and harp : I myself 
will awake right early. 

10 I will give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, among the peo- 
ple : and I will sing unto diee 
among the nations. 

11 For the greatness of tiiy 
mercy Macbeth unto the heft* 
vens : and thy truth unto tXfei 
clouds. 

12 Set up thysdf, O God, 
above the heavens : and thy 
glory above all the earth. 



Fer. 1. the shadow^ ^c] Psahn xvii. 6. — this tyraumffy 
This cruel oppression. 

Ver. 2. / will call^ ^c] David cried imto God, and 
was delivered out of the hands of Saul ; the Son of David 
cried unto God, and was delivered from the power of the 
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grare ; all the saints on earth ciy unto God, and shall he 
delivered out of all their trouhles, now, henceforth, and for 
fever. 

Fer» 4. among lionsJ\ Fierce and mighty enemies. 
¥sahn xxii. 21. 

Ver* 5. set 0HfiirB:'\ Among slanderers and wicked flat* 
terers, who stir up asd inflame Saul against me. — whose 
teeth, ^c] In the fourth verse David compares his ene- 
inies to lions, and here therefore he compares the weapons 
they used against him to the teeth of savage animals ; of 
whatever kind those weapons might be«*— ^ir tongue , <^c«] 
!rheir tongue cuts and maims my character, as a sharp 
fword does the body. How truly do these figures repre« 
Sent the cruel rage which the Jewish people employed 
against their Prince and Saviour ! 

Ver. 6. Set up thyself, ^c] God is exalted and glori* 
fied among men, by the, display of mercy and judgment in 
the salvation of His children flrom the liands of their 
Enemies. But chiefly was He exalted, when, having raised 
Up His Son Jesi^ He " set Him at His own right hand in 
the heavenly places, ^oJ'Eph. i. 20, 21» 

Ver. 7. laid a met, ^c] David compares himself 
1 Sam. xxvi. 20, to a bird upon the moimtains, which the 
fowler endeavours to hunt into the nets and snares which 
he has laid. So was the most innoceht dove, the holy 
Jesus, persecuted by the Jews, till they had driven Him 
into the snares of death, and laid Him low in the grave. 
But the enemies of both received, in the end, the due reward 
of their deeds, and " fell into the pit which they had digged.'^ 
See on Psahn vii. 16. 

Ver. 8. My heart, 4*^.] At the prospect of speedy de- 
liverance, David, as die type of Christ, declares his heart 
to be fixed and settled, *' stc^lfast and unmoveable,*' in the 
midst of trouble, even then preparing to celebrate the 
victory with songs of praise. 

Ver, 9. my glory ;J My tongue. See Psalm xvi« 10» 
These latter verses all apply very reinarkably to the 
resurrection of our Lord, by which the '' nations," the 
Gentiles, were taught to sing the praise and glory of God ; 
Bc&d by which it was shown that His *' mercy is infinite,** 
and the " truth of His word is established for ever." 

h4 
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In the midst of man's hatred^ we seek the Lord's love; in the 
midst of man's rage and cruelty, we pray for the Lord's mercy ; 
and if we seek and pray earnestly, it will never be in vain. 
The Lord will certainly hear ns, and interfere on our behalf ; 
He will perform that which we cannot do ; even every *' cause 
that we have in hand," if it be for His honour and glory : He 
will either remove the trial, or will bring ns safely through it. 
What He said to His apostle. He saith unto all, " My grace is 
sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness." 2 Cor. xii. 9* The more weak and helpless we are, the 
^ore manifest it is that we are saved by the strong arm of the 
Lord. Let us then seek to have our hearts entirely fixed on 
God : let us pra^ for His mercy, and depend upon His promises* 
And remembering what He has done for our souls, let all our 
powers of body and mind, all we are and all we have, be heartih^ 
employed in setting forth His praise. And thus we shall at 
kngth receive His crowning mercy, even an everlasting deliver- 
ance from sin and death. 

QD B8TION8. 

This tyranny? — My soul is among lions? — Set on fire? — 
Whose teeth are spears and arrows, &c. ? — Laid a net ? — Digged 
a pit ? — Upon what was David's heart fixed ? — Awake up, my 
glory ? — ^What is intended and represented by this deliverance 
of David ? — On what day does the Church use this Psalm ? 



PSALM LVin* 



It appears that an assembly of wicked rulers^ under Saul^ 
had been sitting in judgment upon Davids and passing an 
unjust sentence upon him : He gives their character, and 
rejoices in looking forward to the judgment of God, 



1 Are your minds set upon 
righteousness, O ye congrega- 
tion : and do ye judge the thing 
that is right, O ye sons of 
men? 

2 Yea, ye imagine mischief 
in your heart upon the earth : 
and your hands deal with wick- 
edness. 

3 The ungodly are froward. 



even from their mother's womb : 
as soon as they are bom, they 
go astray, and speak lies. 

4 They are as venomous as 
the poison of a serpent : even 
like the deaf adder, that stoppeth 
her ears ; 

5 Which refuseth to hear the 
voice of the charmer : charm 
he never so wisely. 
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hot with thorns : bo let indig- 
nation vex him^ even as a thing 
that is raw. 

9 The righteous shall rejoice, 
when he seeth the vengeance : 
he shall wash his footsteps in 
the blood of the ungodly. 

10 So that a man shall say, 
Verily there is a reward for the 
righteous : doubtless there is a 
God that judgeth the earth. 



6 Break their teeth, O God, 
in their mouths : smite the jaw. 
bones of the lions, O Lord : let 
them fall away like water that 
runneth apace ; and when they 
shoot their arrows, let them be 
rooted out. 

7 Let them consume away 
like a snail, and be like the 
untimely fruit of a woman : and 
let them not see the sun. 

8 Or ever your pots be made 

Ver, 1. O ye congregation {] O ye assembly of judges. 
This reminds us of the wicked assembly of Jewish rulers, 
who sat and passed their cruel judgment upon Jesus, with- 
out even a show of justice. 

Ver. 3. froward^'] Self-willed, headstrong. — as soon as^ 
^c] From their earliest years, as soon as they are capable 
of falsehood. 

Ver. 4. o5 the poison, ^c] They were, what the Pha- 
risees and Sadducees were to Christ, ''a generation of 
vipers," Matt. iii. 7 ; the brood of the old serpent, Satan, 
Gen. iii. — the deaf adder y^ It was said that serpfents of all 
kinds, except the adder, could be charmed by music, so as 
to become tame and harmless* David's enemies, therefore, 
were not only like serpents, but like the worst of serpents^ 
which could never be soothed or subdued. 

Ver. 6. Break their teeth, ^c] See on Psalm iii. 7. — 
be rooted out."] Either it is, " let the ungodly be rooted 
out,** and have no power to hurt ; or (as in the Bible Ver- 
sion) " let their arrows be cut in pieces,** split so that they 
can do no harm. 

Ver. 7» like a snail, ^c] Which leaves a slimy track, a 
part of itself, as it creeps along ; and therefore wastes as it 
goes. — not see the sun."] Let them be feeble and sickly, 
Hke a plant which never sees the sun. 

Ver. 8. or ever your pots, ^c."] The Bible Version will 
Iidp us to a much better sense of this difficult passage : 
" Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them 
away as with a whirlwind, both living and in his wrath :** 
and the meaning may be this: "As when a fire of thorns 
is kindled under a pot out of doors, a violent wind comes 
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and sweeps them away before the water &eb any faeiU;, so 
shall the Lord, in His fierce anger, hurry away the wicked 
before they have had time to do mischief." Psalm Iv. 16* 

Ver, 9. shall rejoice,'] Not from any private feeling of 
revenge, but because of the triumph of the Lord's justice 
and mercy, and the success of His holy cause. — wash his 
footsteps, ^c] It means, *'he shall entirely subdue the 
ungodly." The verse may be regarded as foreshowing 
the victory of ** the Holy One and the Just," {Acts iii. 14,) 
Jesus Christ the righteous, over all His enemies. 

Ver, 10. there is a reward] There is a profit in serving 
God ; for while the wicked are cast out, the righteous are 
blessed and saved. This is frequently seen in the couzae 
of the Lord's dealings, even in the present life ; and it will 
be more fully seen on the final day of judgment, when 
" every one shall receive the things done in his body (u e. 
the reward, the fruit of these things) according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad." 2 Cor. v. 10, 



While we mourn over the wickedness and the crimes of un- 
godly people, let us be humbly thankful, that it hath^leased 
our merciful Lord to ''make us differ" from them. We were 
bom widi the same corrupt nature as they, inclined "to go 
astray and speak hes," and commit all manner of sin ; but it 
has pleased God, by His holy word and by His Holy Spirit, to 
give us a love of the truth, and to " lead us in the paths of 
righteousness." If we are not "a seed of evil doers," children 
of the serpent ; if we have not, " like a deaf adder," e^ut our 
ears against the law of life, we can never be thankful enouffh 
to Him who hath made us to differ. " The hearing ear, and ue 
seeing eye, the Lord hath made even both of them.'' Prov, 
XX. 12. And though we know that God will dreadfully punish 
the wicked, and though we rejoice in the hope of our own sal« 
vation, never let the spirit of vengeance be cherished within 
us, but rather of pity and compassion; for it is written, " Ven* 
geance is mine ; I will repay, saith die Lord." Rom. xiL 19. 
We must leave the matter entirely in God's hand, and wo 
have proofs almost everjr day, that *'the Judge of all the earth 
will do right." Gen, zviii. 25. We see the wicked brought to 
misery and shame, and the riffhteous comforted and honoured. 
And at last, on the great day, the recompense of either kind wiH 
be complete. 
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QUB8TION8, 



ye congregation ?— What assemblydid it mean? — ^What 
assemoly did it foreshow ? — ^Froward ? — ^What do the lui^odly as 
soon as they are born ? — How venomoas are they ? — How like 
the deaf adder?— Explain ver. 6. — Like a snail? — Not see the 
sun ? — Wash his footsteps, &c. ?— <So that a man shall say* 
what ?*-How shall this be seen at the last ? 



iBbentng ^tasfn 



PSALM LIX. 

David expresses what his thoughts and affections were^ 
when Saul sent officers to watch his house all nighty and to 
slay him when he came out of his doors in the morning. 
1 Sam. xix. 11 — 18. 



1 Deliver me from mine ene- 
mies, O God : defend me from 
them that rise up against me. 

2 deliver me from the 
wicked doers : and save me 
from the blood-thirsty men. 

3 For lo, they lie waiting for 
my soul : the mighty men are 
gathered against me, without 
any offence or fault of me, O 
Lord. 

4 Theyrunand prepare them- 
selves without my fault : arise 
thou therefore to help me, and 
behold. 

5 Stand up, O Lord God of 
hosts, thou Grod of Israel, to 
visit all the heathen : and be 
not merciful unto them that 
offend of malicious wickedness. 

6 They go to and fro in the 
evening : tney grin like a dog, 
and run about through the city. 

7 Behold, they speak with 

H 



their mouth, and swords are in 
their lips : for who doth hear ? 

8 But thou, O Lord, shalt 
have them in . derision : and 
thou shalt laugh all the hea- 
then to scorn. 

9 My strength will I ascribe 
unto thee : for thou art the 
God of my refuge. 

10 God showeth me his 
goodness plenteoufily : and God 
shall let me see my desire upon 
mine enemies. 

11 Slay them not, lest my 
people forget it : but scatter 
them abroad among the people, 
and put them down, O Lord, 
our defence. 

1 2 For the sin of their mouth, 
and for the words of their lips, 
they shall be taken in their 
pride : and why ? their preach* 
ing is of cursing and lies. 

13 Consume them in thy 
6 
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wratb, consume them, that they 
may perish : and know that it 
is God that ruleth in Jacob, 
and unto the ends of the world. 

14 And in the eyening they 
will return : grin like a dog, and 
will go about the city. 

15 They will run here and 
there for meat : and grudge if 
they be not satisfied. 



16 As for me, I will sing of 
thy power, and will praise thy 
mercy betimes in the morning : 
for thou hast been my defence 
and refuge in the day of ray 
trouble. 

17 Unto thee,0 my strength, 
will I sing : for thou, O God» 
art my refuge, and my merciful 
God. 



Ver, 3. without any offence] See on Psalm xvii.' 3. Of 
Christ alone could this be truly said ; and indeed the whole 
of what David says here, of himself and his blood-thirsty 
enemies, is more suited to his Lord. 

Ver, 5. the heathen ;] The wicked ; even the Israelites, 
when they had forsaken God, were sometimes called hea- 
then ; though they did know God, they knew Him to no 
good purpose. Thus again, ver. 8. 

Ver, 6. run about] The dogs in those countries were 
not confined in houses, but went about in great numbers 
through the streets of a city. 

Ver, 7. swords] See on Psalm Ivii. 5. When they speak« 
their words are like swords. — for who doth hear ?} 
For they say, " who doth hear ?" who will call us to 
account ? 

Ver, 8. in derision :] See on Psahn ii. 4. 

Ver, 11. Slay them not^ Destroy them not all at once> 
lest the lesson be forgotten; but scatter them as a con* 
quered people among their enemies, so that they may be 
continually reminded of their sin and shame. This is a 
prophecy foretelling the scattered state of the Jewish peo- 
ple, for their murder of the Son of God. And how is it 
come to pass ! The Jews are divided into all lands, and 
have been so ever since their city was destroyed. Their 
condition has well been called a standing proof of the truth 
of God's word. 

Ver, 12. For the sin of their mouth^ This no doubt 
describes the lying slanders of David's foes : but it also 
describes the many blasphemous speeches, uttered by the 
Jews against Christ ; especially that dreadful one, involving 
tlieir own fate, in agreement with which so many troubles 
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have come upon them : — '* His blood be on us and on 
our children*" MatU xxvii. 25. — their preaching] Their 
Speech. 

Ver. 13. Consume ihem^ Another prophecy; "Thou 
wilt consume them," till they be no more a people. — in 
Jacoh^ God is the King of His chosen race, and will 
defend them ; and He is the King of all the nations, and 
will rule them as He pleases, and bring them to sub* 
mission. 

Ver, 14, 15.] The dogs (alluded to in ver. 6) are here 
represented as returning after their search for food, grin« 
ning, hungry, and howling their complaints. As his ene« 
roies were like dogs in their dispositions and ways, so 
should they be like them in their disappointment and 
distress. The punishment would be answerable to the 
crime. 

Ver. 16. in the morning :] After they had watched his 
house through the night : thus to every night of trouble 
there will be a morning of deliverance ; and to the night of 
death, a morning of resurrection. 



The various judgments which have been denounced against 
the wicked, and which have always been executed without fail, 
may well serve to fill us with fear and trembling at God's dis- 
pleasure, and with holy reverence for the truth of His word : 
and more especially. His judji^nents upon the wicked Jews> 
which were so plainly foretold many hundred years before 
{Bmt, xxviii. 15 — 68), and so exactly fulfilled. There is scarcely 
a country in the present day, where there are not some scat- 
tered Jews ; and they are always, more or less, shunned and 
despised. Thus they are like a living sermon : they preach to 
the world continually, that the Bible is the true word of God« 
But we must not exalt ourselves against them, nor say in con- 
tempt, '* Thou fool" {Matt. v. 22), but pity and pray for them ; 
pray that they may be broughtj, as we mercifully are, to the 
acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as "their Lord, and their 
God ;" and to ** know assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom they crucified, both Lord and Christ." Actsxu 
36. Even so, blessed Lord, bring every enemy into submission, 
and every wandering sheep into tby fold I 
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QUB8TI0NS. 

From whom does David pray to be deUvered? — ^Towhom 
would God not be merciful? — To what animal were David's 
Wicked enemies compared ? — ^Wbat were in their lips ? — ^Esrolaia 
verse 8.-— Slay them not, &c. ?^Who were scattered abroad ?— 
What was the sin of their mouth ? — ^llieir peaching is of cuiv- 
ing?— Betimes in the morning* tofrtiat aoes this ezprassioo 
fefer? 



PSALM LX. 

- When Saul and hie sons were ektinf the PhUisHnes pre- 
ifailedf and the Israelites were scattered, 1 Sam. xxxi. 7* 
But after David had come to the throne, the trthes of Israel 
submitted to him, and the heathen nations were siibdued. 
2 Sam. V. viii. The Psalm relates to these events. 



1 O God, thou hast cast us 
out, and scattered us abroad : 
thou hast also been displeased ; 
O turn thee unto us again. 

2 Thou hast moved the land, 
and divided it : heal the sores 
thereof, for it shaketh. 

3 Thou hast showed thy 
people heavy things : thou hast 
given us a drink oi deadly wine. 

4 Thou hast given a token 
for such as fear thee : that they 
may triumph because of the 
truth. 

5 Therefore were thy beloved 
delivered : help me with thy 
light hand, ana hear me. 

6 God hath spoken in his 
holiness, I will reioice, and 
divide Sichem : and mete out 
the valley of Succoth. 

Ver. 2. moved the land, ^cJ] So great have been our 
disturbances, that it seemed as if the land itself were shaken, 
and made to tremble with our divisions and quarrels ; as if 
it were fuU of diseases and sores. Isa* i. 5 — 7. 

Fer. 3. a drink, ^cJ] We have been foolish and mad, 



7 Gilead is mine, and Ma- 
nasses is mine : Ephraim also 
is the strength of my head i 
Judah is m^ lawgiver ; 

8 Moab IS my washpot ; over 
£dpm will I cast out my shoe : 
Philistia, be thou glad of 
me. 

9 Who wiU lead me into the 
stroxig city : who will bring me 
into Edom ? 

10 Hast not thou cast us 
out, O God : wilt not thou, O 
God, go out idth our hosts f 

11 O be thou our help in 
trouble : for vain is the hdp of 
man. 

12 Through God will we do 
great acts : for it is he that 
shall tread down our enemies. 
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stupid in our lebellioo, as if we bad drunk wine with an 
mtoxicating and deadly drug in it. 

Ver, 4. a token] The banner or ensign of David under 
which they might range themselves and be safe. Thus 
Christians may flock to the banner of the cross* *' In that 
day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ens^ of the people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek : and 
His rest (after the battle is over and the victory gained) 
shall be glorious." Isa, xi. 10. — because of the truth.} 
According to Thy true promise. 

Ver. 5. thy hehvei] Thy beloved people. 

Ver. 6. in Jus holiness,'] In His holy truth; He hath 
** sworn by Himself" Heb. vi. 13, and hath put His words 
in the mouth of me His prophet ; by which I say that I 
will divide among my people the land of Sichem or She- 
chem ; and will vnete, or measure out, for their several 
portions, " the valley of Succoth ;" which countries about 
ludea have already come into my possession. 

Ver. 7.] Gilead (probably here meaning the tribe of 
Gad) and Manasseh are already mine : Ephraim, a very 
numerous and powerful tribe, "is the strei^ of my 
head," my strong guard and defence. 1 Sam. xxviii. 2. 
Judah is my royal counsellor, and shall help me in framing 
wise laws : my royal court of law shall be at Jerusalem. 

Ver. 8.] The heathen nations also are submitting them- 
selves : Moab, being ready to stoop to the lowest condi- 
tion, may be called my tvashpot : over Edom, or to Edom, 
" will I cast my shoe," as a sign of her humiliation ; (any 
oflSce about the shoes was a mark of lowliness or servitude. 
Matt. iii. 11. Mark L 7 ;) and the Philisdnes shall hail me 
as a conqueror. 

Ver. 9. fcho toiU lead me] Who will put the enemies' 
strong holds into my possession ? — the stfong city :] Probably 
meaning Kabbah, the chief city of the Ammonites, which 
David besieged after these victories. 2 Sam. xi. 1. 

Ver. 10.] Perhaps this may be the true meaning. "Wilt 
not Thou, O God, bring me into these strong places ? Is 
it that God has utterly forsaken us, and will not go forth 
with our armies ?" As much as to say, He has cast m 
off for a time; but will now receive us again, on our 
repentance. 
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"Wbeii any people, or any person^ has forsaken the Lord, 
unhappy consequences must he expected : and there is no 
remedy hut hy returning to Him in repentance and faith and 

Srayer ; heseechiug Him also to return, and heal the sores and 
iseases which sin had made. He hath set up a token and 
hanner, in the cross of Christ, for all who fear His name ; that 
they may flock to it, and fight under it^ and be safe from their 
enemies, both of body and soul ; they shall have a rich inherit- 
ance in the promised land, given them without measure; 
they shall enter into the " heavenly coimtry/* as soon as the 
conflict is over. But we must remember, that we are not yet 
complete conquerors : the land lies before us, and awaits our 
exertions : we must ^o forth to it in the strength of the Lord ; 
prepared for fresh temptations and trials at every step we take : 
we must put on " the whole armour of God, that we may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all to stand." 
Eph. vi. 13. We must look to God alone for " help in trouble;'* 

§ny to Him, and trust in Him, through the all-prevailing 
aviour : " Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure ; for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall." 2 Pet. i. 10. 

QUESTIONS. 

Moved the land and divided it ? — Heal the sores ? — Drink of 
deadly wine ? — A token ? — Because of the truth ? — Spoken in 
His holiness ?— By whom did He speak ? — And what ? — Mete 
out ? — The strength of my head ? — Judah is my lawgiver ?^ 
Explain ver. S.-^The strong city ? — Why should we fly to God 
for help ? 



PSALM LXL 

' David was hanishedf during AhsalonCs rehellioriy to a 
great distance from Jerusalem and the tabernacle^ 2 Sam.- 
XV. 23 — 30, and upon that occasion this Psalm is supposed 
to have been written. 



1 Hear my crying, O God : 
give ear unto my prayer. 

2 From the ends of the earth 
will I call upon thee : when 
my heart is in heaviness. 

3 O set me up upon the rock 
that is higher than I : for thou 
hast been my hope, and a 



strong tower for me against the 
enemv. 

4 I will dwell in thy taber- 
nacle for ever i and my trast 
shall be under the covering of 
thy wings. 

5 For thou, O Lord, hast 
heard my desires : and hast 
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given an heritage unto those 
that fear thy name. 

6 Thou shalt grant the king 
a long life : that his years may 
endure throughout all genera- 
tions. 

7 He shall dwell before God 



for ever : O prepare thylovlng-^ 
mercy • and faithfulness^ that 
they may preserve him. 

8 So will I always sing praise 
unto thy name : that I may 
daily penorm my vows. 



Ver^ 2. From the ends of the eartK] From beyond the 
land of Canaan, or from the furthermost places whitherso* 
ever I may be driven. 

Ver, 3. that is higher than /:] That is too high and 
difficult for me to climb ; set me in a place of safety. In 
the Bible Version it is, " lead me to die rock," by which 
the Psalmist may mean Mount Sion ; and this agrees with 
ver. 4, '' I will then (when so led) dwell in Thy tabernacle 
for ever." 

Ver. 4. of thy wings^ See Psalm xvii. 8. 

Ver. 5. an heritage] An inheritance, a right of posses- 
sion. 

Ver, 6« the king] Thou shalt bless me with a long and 
prosperous life, and therein make me a type of the Messiah, 
whose kingdom, when it comes, shall have no end : thus 
the angel : '' The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne 
of His father David, and He shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end." 
Luke i. 32, 33. 

Ver. 8. perform my vows.] What I have promised when 
in banishment and trouble. 



The greater our crosses and cares, the more we should seek 
comfort in God ; the more we should long for His ordinances, 
and take every opportunity of attending them^ in order that we 
inay obtain fresh supplies of grace and strength. Some unwise 
people do the very contrary to this : they plead their trials at 
Aome and in the world, as a reason why they cannot attend to 
spiritual duties : this shows a very unchristian state of mind 
and heart : it is just that state which our Lord condemned, 
when He said to the sister of Lazarus, '' Martha, Martha, thou 
art careful and troubled about many things : but one thing is 
needful." IAkex.A\, 42. As our worldly troubles increase, 
let us be so much the more driven to seek consolation and help 



let 
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in ihe Lord : kt it be said of us, n wa Lord said of tbe oUiar 
flister^ ** Mary hath cbosen that good part, "vdiich shall not be 
taken away from faer.^ O let. us earnestly pray God to set na 
feqwn that Bock, which we can never reach by any wisdom or 
toil of our own — the Rock of SalTatu)n>»the Rock ot eternal agea 
—Jesus Ghritt, oar Almighty Lord and King. Here wearaJl 
find safe shelter from all the istorms of life : the winds may 
blow and the waves may beat ; but we shall remain unmoved 
and tmhurt, in the mercy and faithfiilneas of our God ; and aiiig 
praise unto £Us name for ever. 



QcrasTioNSy 



' From the ends of the earth ?— The rock that Is 
I ?-^The covering of Thy wings ^ — An heritage?' 
kmg a longhfe ?— Perform my vows i 



higher than 
—Grant the 



THE TWELFTH DAY. 



PSALM LXIL 

David expresses his own faith and confidence in God^ and 
exhorts and encourages others to tntst in Him, and pour oui 
their hearts in prayer before Him, 

curse with iheir 



1 Mv soul truly waiteth still 
upon (jod : for of him cometh 
my salvation. 

2 He verily is my strength 
and my salvation : he is my 
defence^ so that I shall not 
greatly fall. 

3 How long win ye imagine 
mischief a^nst every man : ye 
shall be slam all the sort of you ; 
Tea, as a tottering wall shsdl ye 
ne, and like a broken hedge. 

4 Their device is only how 
to put him out whom God will 
enut : their delight is in lies ; 
diey give good ^n^rds with their 



mouthy but 
heart. 

"5 Nevertheless, my soul, wait 
thou jBtUl upon God : for my 
hope is in him. 

6 He truly is my strength 
and my salvation : he is m 
defence, so that I shall not fidl. 

7 In God is my health, and 
mj glory : the rock of my 
might, and in God is mjr trust 

8 O put your trust in him 
alway, ye people : pour out 
your hearts before Him» for 
God is our hope. 

9 As for the children of men 
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Ikey are but vtaatj : Uie duld- 
ira of men are deceitful iroon 
the weights ; they ere ahogether 
fighter than Tanity itself. 

10 O truBtnot m wrong and 
robbery, give not yourselves 
^to vanity : if riches increase, 
M not your hieart upon them. 



11 God spake once, and twiee 
I have also beard the same; 
that power belongeth unto 
God; 

12 And that tiioo. Lord, ait 
merciful : for thou rewaidest 
every man according to his 
work. 



Ver. 2. greatly faU.I ** Be greatly moved," Bihle Version* 
See Psahn xxxvii. 24. 

. Fer. 3* all the sort of you i] Wboever among you is of 
this description, i. e, all of you. — a tottering wait] Ready 
to ML and easily pushed down. — a hroJcen hedge,] Which 
is no defence. 

' Fer, 4. tohom Cfod wiU exak ;] The adveraaries of David 
ttrove to dq>riye him of those honours and of that king* 
dom, to which Grod purposed to exalt him: the Scribes 
smd Pharisees daily took counsel against Jesus with th^ 
same intent ; and the great enemy of man is still throwing 
in the way of the Christiah every hindrance and every 
snare which may rob him of his immortal crown. — good 
fpordsf <^c.] Hypocrisy is the character of the wicked. 

Ver. 7. my healthf] My well-being, my salvation. 
- Fer. 9. deceitful upon the weights;"] Found wanting^ 
when they come to be weighed and examined : no con* 
fidence can be placed in them. 

Fer, 10, in wrong and rohhery^ In the power or riches 
which the practice of such vices may procure. 

Ver, 11. puce — twice] I have often heard this — this is 
m most clear and certain truth, that the Lord is a God of 
power to punish, and of mercy to save, Exod. xxxiv. 5 — 7» 
and therefore it is in vain that the wicked look for success 
in their deceit and oppression ; for God, who alone has the 
power to curse or bless, will destroy diem ; but He will 
ne merdful to Hb fidthfiil servants. 



We ou^ht to be able to say at all times, "My soul truly 
waiteth still upon God :" but espedally in any time of sickness 
mt trouble, it would be well if we were often repeating thess 
vrords of resignation and hope; it might be a means of making 
us wait more patiently, and long more earnestly, for the Lord's 
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loving-kindness and grace. Every thing in life is an instm* 
inent in God's Almighty hand— an instrument of good or evil» 
just as He pleases to make it— of good to His servants, of 
evil to His enemies. We must wait for promised blessings ia 
the path of doty ; and in that path we shall be sure to find 
them : we must use the means which God has appointed, of 
prayer, and watchfulness, and diligence, and then we shall be 
protected and blessed, whoever may oppose us : for the Lcnrd 
"rewardeth every man according to his work." Woe to them 
who are " weighed in the balances, and are found wanting.** 
l^an, v. 27. They shall be cut off in the day of His power. 
"But glory, honour, and peace to every man that worketh 
good/' JRom. ii. 10. They shall be saved in the day of His 
mercy. 

QUESTIONS* 

Why did David's soul wut still upon God? — ^What should 
His enemies be like ? — In God is my health ? — Deceitful upon 
the weights ? — God spake once, and twice, &c. ? — ^What belong«> 
eth unto God t — ^What besides power ? — How will God reward 
every man 



PSALM LXin. 

This very beautiftd Psalm was composed when David wa9 
in the dry and barren wilderness, probably when he fled from 
Absalom. 2 Sam. xv. 23. 28. It describes his longing after 
GoD*s ordinances, and his high delight and unshaken de-* 
pendence upon Him, and Him alone* 



1 O God, thou art my God : 
early will I seek thee. 
' 2 My soul thirsteth for thee, 
tny flesh also longeth after 
thee : in a barren and dry 
land where no water is. 

3 Thus have I looked for 
thee in holiness : that I might 
behold thy power and glory. 

4 For thy loving-kindness 
is better than the life itself : 
sny lips shall praise thee. 

6 As long as I live will I 
magnify thee on this manner : 



and lift up my hands in thy 
name. 

6 My soul shall be satisfied, 
even as it were with marrow 
and fatness : when my mouth 
praiseth thee with jo3rful lips. 

7 Have I not remembered 
thee in my bed : and thought 
upon thee when I was wak* 
ing? 

8 Because thou hast been 
my helper : therefore under the 
shadow of thy wings will I 
rejoice* 
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9 Mv soul hangeth upon 
thee : tny right hand hath up- 
holden me. 

10 These also that seek the 
hurt of my soul ; they shall go 



edge of the sword : that they 
may he a portion for foxes. 

12 But the king shall rejoice 
in God ; all they also that 
swear hy him shall be com- 



under the earth. mended : for the mouth of them 

11 Let them fall upon the [that speak lies shall be stopped. 

Ver» 1. early] Early in the morning: the joy of Thy 
service shall wake me betimes. 

Ver. 2. My soul thirsteth for thee,'] More than for 
amy bodily refreshment or relief. — where no water is.] This 
figure shows the earnestness of his desires. 

Fer. 3. thy power and. glory.] Namely, as displayed 
in the ark at Thy tabernacle, from which I am banished. 
The Bible Version is, " To see Thy power and Thy glory, 
so as I have seen Thee in the sanctuary," in Thy holy place 
of worship. 

Ver. 4. better than the life itself:] Life is the dearest of 
all things which belong to this earth ; ** all that a man hath 
will he give for his life." Job ii. 4. But David found, as 
every true believer finds, that there is something far dearer 
and better than life itself, — the favour and loving-kindness 
of the Lord : without this, life has no true joys or comforts^ 
even while it lasts ; and without this, what will life lead to 
— ^in what will it end ? 

Ver. 5. magnify] Exalt thy glory among men. 

Ver. 6. as it were with marrow and fatness :] Better 
satisfied than with the best and richest food, than with alt 
the indulgences of the bodily appetite. 

Ver. 7. in my bed : ^c] Before I closed my eyes, or 
when I could not sleep. — when I was waking ?] My first 
waking thoughts were with Thee. Let every one closely 
follow this example of David : fall asleep with God, and 
wake with God. 

Ver. 8. under the shadow of thy wings] Psalm xvii. 8. 

Ver. 9. My soul hangeth upon thee:] No words can 
describe the comfort of having the mind in such a frame : 
this is a secret spring of the good man's life — of all his. 
support and strength, of all his joyful hopes, and all his 
faithful obedience — his soul hangeth upon his God and 
Saviour. 
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Fer. 10. shaU go under the earth.'] Shall be brooi^t to 
the grave, shatt be deatioyed. 

rer. 11. Let them fall] They shall Mh— for foxes.} 
They shall have no burial ; their carcasses shall be'devoured 
by wild beasts. Many of David's enemies did, no doub^ 
perish in this manner* 

Ver. 12. the king shall rejoice] That is, I myself shall 
xejoice» — that swear hg him] That swear allegiance^ or 
fiuthful service to Him. But it may mean, they that sweax 
by the Lord '* shall be commended," and honoured ; that 
•wear by Him, as an object of worship and obedience*. 
This expression was frequently used to denote His tme 
worshippers and servants. Deut.. vi. 13 ; x. 20, 21. Isa. 
Ixv. 23. 



The true believer is convinced that nothing in this worid can 
satisfy the desires and cravings of an immortal soul ; and he 
tiierefore expects happiness from the eternal One, as his God 
and portion. Though earth is not without its pleasures, thqf 
are nothing to him in comparison ; nothing unless he can 
enjoy along with them the favour and blessing of bis God. 
And by this means, even in the driest land, and the most barren 
spots in the wilderness of life, he can find a well-spring of com- 
fert and plentiful provision for his soul. ** Blessed are dm 
which do hunger and thirst after righteoosness, for they Auk 
be filled.'' Matt. v. 6. And dear as his life is to him, thrae 
comforts and supports are '* better than life itself.'' What 
indeed would lus life be without them ? ** What shall it pn^ 
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" 
Jlfar^ viii. 36. And without God's mercy and loving-ldnd- 
jiess, his soul must be lost. But he has not diis fear upon him ; 
he has found p«ice with God through Jesus Christ : his soul 
liangeth upon Him as its chief, its only good. With God he 
sleeps, and with God he awakes ; with God he lives, and with 
Goa he hopes to die. And his whole life is a tribute of praise 
for such a privilege and sudi joy. He fears no enemies, but 
leaves them in the hands of the Almighty. His King, the csqi- 
tain of his Salvation, has conquered for him; to Him he has 
pledged his hath and his vows ; and Him, by well-doing, he is 
following to glory. 

QUESTIONS. 

When would David seek God ? — ^YHiere did his soul 
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for God ?— God's loving-kindnesa is better than what ? — With 
marrow and fatness ?—^Wliere did he remember God?T^And 
when did he think upon Him?^*-My soul hangeth upon Thee l 
•^ShaU go under the earth ?— A portion for foxes ? — ^The king; 
who ? — 'niat swear by Him ? — ^What may we learn from this 
Fsafan^ 



PSALM LXIV. 

Saul and his people were continually plotting against 
David, and used all manner of deceit to injure and destroy 
him : their malice, and its consequences, are set forth in this 
Psahn, 



1 Hear my voice, O God, in 
my prayer : preserre my life 
from ^e fear of the enemy. 

2 Hide me from the gather- 
ing toget3ier of the froward : 
and from the insurrection of 
wicked doers ; 

3 Who have whet their tongue 
like a sword : and shoot out 
tiieir arrows, even bitter words ; 

4 That they may privily 
iboot at him that is perfect : 
suddenly do they hit him> and 
fear not. 

5 Thej encourage themselves 
in miscnief : and commune 
among themselves how they 
may lay snares, and say, that 
no man shall see them. 

6 They imagine wickedness. 



and practise it : that they keep 
secret amonff diemselves, every 
man in the deep of his heart. 

7 But God shall suddenly 
shoot at them with a swift 
arrow : that they shall be 
wounded. 

8 Yea, their own tongues 
shall make them fell : insomuch 
that whoso seeth them shall 
laugh them to seom. 

9 And all men that see it 
shall say. This hath God done : 
for they shall perceive that it 
is his work. 

10 The righteous shall re- 
joice in the Lord, and put hie 
trust in him : and all they 
that are true of heart shall be 
glad. 



Fer. 2. the froward :"] The wicked and wanton. — intur- 
rtcOon'] Rebellious rising. 

Ver. 3. whet their tongue^ Make ready their tongne 
fer slander as a sword is sharpened to wound and kill. 
Psalm Ivii. 5. 

J^er. 4. him that is perfect ;] . This more properly 
looks forward to Christ, the just and perfect One. The 



168 The Sixty 'fourth Psalm. [12th Day. 

4thy 5tli, and 6th verses exactly describe the enemies of 
Jesus : envy and malice crucified Him, but we hear of 
nothing from their wicked lips, but of zeal for the law. 
and loyalty to Caesar ; they were full of secret mischief, 
like the enemies of David. — -fear not."] Fear not punish- 
ment, fear not God. 

Ver. 7. with a swift arrow :] His vengeance shall over- 
take them soon and suddenly. 

Ver. 8. their own tongues'] Psalm lix. 12. 



From the manner in which David poured forth his bitter 
lamentations, in Psalm after Psalm, we may imagine bow 
grievous his trials must have been ; and very thankful we ought 
to be, that ours is a happier lot, that we are not exposed to any 
such troubles or dangers. O let ils beware, that, smce we have 
no outward foes to drive us from God, we do not suffer any 
enemies to tempt us from Him ; that we are not drawn away 
by an evil world, nor by any corrupt and selfish desires. Oinr 
great danger is from unseen enemies ; from the wicked agents 
of Satan, who is the great adversary of our souls : he is '* lay- 
ing snares" for us every day and hour: putting evil thoughts 
mto our minds, rousing our bad passions, enticing us to lost 
and anger. And often we are in much greater danger from 
such foes as these, than from any thing which can happen to 
the body : our remedy lies in watchfulness and prayer, " Hear 
my voice, O God, in my prayer : preserve my life from fear of 
the enemy :" and whenever we have been preserved, whenever 
we have got the better of a temptation, let us rejoice in the 
Iiord, and say with humble gratitude, '' This hath God done :" 
and so, while we thank Him for His mercy, others may be led 
to see and acknowledge it also, and to glorify His holy name. 



QUESTIONS. 

Tlie froward ? — ^The insurrection ? — Have whet their tongue ? 
—At whom did they privily shoot I — ^What did they shoot at 
him ? — ^What did they not fear ? — In what did they encourage 
themselves ? — Explain verse 7» — Their own tongues make theoi 
fall ; how so ?— And how may this be applied ? 
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iSbentng i^raser* 

PSALM LXV. 

The subject of this Psalm is, the praise of God for 
the fruits of the earth, and it was perhaps composed 
<ifter the three years of famine, mentioned in 2 Sam. xxi. 
1—14. 



1 ThoUy O God, art praised 
in Sion : and unto thee shall 
the vow he performed in Jeru- 
salem. 

2 Thou that hearest the 
prayer : unto thee shall all 
desh come. 

3 My misdeeds prevail against 
me : O he thou merciful unto 
our sins. 

4 Blessed is the man, whom 
thou choosesty and receivest 
unto thee : he shall dwell in 
thy court, and shall he satis- 
fied with the pleasures of thy 
house, even of thy holy tem- 
ple. 

5 Thou shalt show us won- 
derful things in thy righteous- 
ness, O God of our salvation : 
thou that art the hope of all the 
ends of the earth, and of them 
that remain in the broad sea. 

6 Who in his strength set- 
teth fast the mountains : and is 
girded about with power. 

7 Who stilleth tne raging of 
the sea : and the noise of his 
waves, and the madness of the 
people. 



8 They also that dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the earth 
shall be afraid at thy tokens : 
thou that makest the outgo- 
ings of the morning and even- 
ing to praise thee. 

9 Thou visitest the earth, 
and blessest it : thou makesc 
it veryplenteous. 

10 The river of God is full 
of water : thou preparest their 
corn, for so thou providest for 
the earth. 

11 Thou waterest her fur- 
rows, thou sendest rain into 
the little valleys thereof : thou 
makest it soft with the drops of 
rain, and blessest the increase 
of it. 

12 Thou crownest the year 
with thy goodness : and thy 
clouds drop fatness. 

13 They shall drop upon the 
dwellings of the wilderness : 
and the little hills shall rejoice 
on every side. 

14 The folds shall be full of 
sheep : the valleys also shall 
stand so thick with com, that 
they shall laugh and sing. 



Ver. 1. the voii] The promise which we made in our 
distress, of worshipping and serving Thee, when we were 
delivered. 
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Fer. 2. all flesh'] All mankind. 

Ver, 3. prevail against me ;] The number of my offences 
is too great for me to bear ; I. can have no hope but in Thy 
mercy. And what I say for myself, I say for my people, 
be Thou therefore *' merciful uitfD our sins." 

Ver. 4.] Observe how the pleasures of God's house 
tmd worship always occupy the Psalmist's thoughts ! 

Ver, 5. tJiou that art the hope] The only hope ; they 
have. no helper but Thee. There may be here (as also in 
ver. 8) an allusion to the time when: God shall be acknow- 
ledged and worshipped in all nations, when ** the earth 
^all be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea." Isaiah xi. 9. 

Ver, 6, girded about with power.'] The attributes of 
God, and characters of men, are often illustrated in this 
manner by figures from dress. See Ltkke xii. 35. 1 Pet, 
i. 13, ** Gird up the loins of your mind." Eph. vi. 14, &c. 

Ver. 7* and the madness of the people.] God has the 
same power over the fury of His enemies, that He has 
over the raging of the waters. 

Ver. 8. at thy tokens :] At the signs of Thy power.— 
the outgoings of the morning and evening] East and west, 
all the world. See ver. 5. 

Ver. 10. the river of God is fall of water :] The rivers 
of the earth are often dry, but God can give water when 
He pleases; as we may say. His river is always full. 
Those hot countries are watered by little streams, or 
rivulets, cut in the ground and brought from some large 
pool ; from this custom the figure here used may be taken.* 
A false friend is likened to a stream which CeuIs us in tlie 
summer, when its refreshment is most required. See Job 
vi. 15, &c. 

Ver. 12. thou crownest the year] The harvest and 
fruits of the earth, may be called the orown, or chief 
blessing, of the year ; this comes from the goodness of 
Grod ; and this we should feel, and thankfully remember 
every year. — dsrop fatness.] Their drops make the earth 
fat and rich and fruitful. 

Ver. 13. upon the dwelUngs] These must be the dwell- 
ings or abode of cattle ; it is in the Bible Version, " upon 
the pastures." — the little hills shall rejoice] Shall look 
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beautifU and cheerful, as if they were actually rejoicing 
with man*. 

Ver. 14. that they $hall laugK\ The rich appearance of 
the com in the valleys shall be even more joyful and 
cheering than that of the hills. David may have intended^ 
by all these earthly blessings, to set forth also the spiritusd 
mercies of God to His Church, the plentiful provisions of 
His grace and Holy Spirit, which are so oBien represented 
in ihoA manner. See Isaiah xxxv. 



David foretels in this Psalm that, in due time, all flesh should 
eoma unto God, even the ends of the earthy and they that remain 
in the broad sea. This prophecy has been partly fulfilled in us ; 
fin* many hnndred years after David wrote, our land was a 
stranger to the true Grod : but it has long been enlightened and 
converted ; the Gospel has been preached every where amongst 
ns, the Bible is every where ; we are a highly-favoured people. 
But remember, these great blessings will be of no advantage to 
U8, unless we use them ; our own good and happiness depend 
not upon what our country is, but upon what we ourselves are : 
WB may be lost in the midst of the means of grace and salva- 
tion : and we shaU be lost, unless we seek and use those means 
diligently. God has also given us many earthly blessings, a, 
lana of nraitfulness and plenty : but neither mil these be of any 
advantaffe in the end, mdess we employ them aright ; unless we 
ore thumul to God, the merciful giver of them all. Whenever 
we see the " year crowned with the Lord's goodness,'' with the 
com and grass of the field, with the fruits and flowers of the 
garden ; whenever we see the harvest spread around, then let 
OS lift up onr hearts, and pray for gratitude and love : And 
rince God has provided for us such an abundance of spiritual 
food in His hol^ word ; since He has poured out, like a river, 
the waters of Me and salvation, O let us well remember, that 
''unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be re- 
quired." Luke xii. 48. 

QUESTIONS. 

All flesh come I — ^My misdeeds prevail ? — ^What is God the 
hope of ?— What does God still ?— At thy tokens ?— -The river 
of God 2 — ^Thou crownest the year?-^Drop fatness ?— Hills 
njoice ? — Explain the figores laugh and sing. 

I 2 
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PSALM LXVI. 

It is not hnown who wrote this Psalm, nor upon what 
occasion it was written; but it is supposed to have been 
written by David, in praise of God's power and goodness, 
for having given him quiet possession of the throne. 



1 O be joyful in God, all vi 



lands : sing praises unto tde 
honour of his Name, make his 
praise to be glorious. 

2 Say unto God, O how won- 
derful art thou in thy works : 
through the greatness of thy 
power shall thine enemies be 
found liars unto thee. 

3 For all the world shall 
worship thee : sing of thee, 
and praise thv Name. 

4 O come hither, and behold 
the works of God : how won- 
derful he is in his doing to- 
ward the children of men. 

5 He tamed the sea into drv 
land : so that they went througn 
the water on foot; there did 
we rejoice thereof. 

6 fie ruleth with his power 
for ever ; his eyes behold the 
people : and such as will not 
believe shall not be able to 
exalt themselves. 

7 O praise our God, ye peo- 
ple : and make the voice of his 
praise to be heard ; 

8 Who holdeth our soul in 
life : and suffereth not our feet 
to slip. 

9 For thou, O God, hast 
proved us : thou also hast tried 
us, like as silver is tried. 



10 Thou broughtest us into 
the snare : and laidest trouble 
upon our loins. 

11 Thou sufferedst men to 
ride over our heads : we went 
through fire and water, and 
thou broughtest us out into a 
wealthy place. 

12 1 will go into thine house 
with burnt-offerings : and will 
pay thee my vows, which I 
promised with my lips, and 
spake with my mouth, when I 
was in trouble. 

13 I will offer unto thee fat 
burnt-sacrifices, with the in* 
cense of rams : I will offer bal« 
locks and goats. 

14 O come* hither, and 
hearken, all ye that fear God : 
and I will tell you what he hath 
done for mv souL 

15 I called unto him with 
my mouth : and gave him 
praises with my tongue. 

16 If I incline unto wicked- 
ness with mine heart : the Lord 
Mrill not hear me. 

17 But God hath heard me : 
and considered the voice of my 
prayer. 

18 Praised be God who hath 
not cast out my prayer : nor 
turned his mercy from me. 



Fer, 2« be found liars unto thee."] They shall not be 
able to perform their boastful threatenings against thy 
people ; they shall be made to submit. 
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Ver. 4. come hither^ and behold] Listen, and I will tell 
you what God hath done ; he tells them in ver. 5^ 

Fer. 5. the sea — the water] The Red Sea, when the 
people of Israel were delivered from Egypt. ** And Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea ; and the Lord caused 
the sea to go hack hy a strong east wind all that night, 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided." 
Exod. xiv. 21. Again at the river Jordan, when the people 
entered the land of Canaan : *' For the Lord your God 
dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were 
passed over ; as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, 
ivhich He dried up from before us, until we were gone 
over." Josh. iv. 23. — did we rejoice,] Did our fathers, our 
nation, rejoice. 

Ver, 6. the people f] The nations all around, the heathen* 
—a* will not believe] As will not believe and obey God. 

Ver, 8. holdeth our soul in life :] Who hath preserved our 
Hves in the midst of so many dangers. 

Ver, 9. hast proved us :] Hast tried us by affliction just 
as silver is melted in a fiery furnace, to try whether it is 
good, and to pmify it by taking off the scum or dross, which 
rises to the top. 

Ver, 10. trouble upon our loins,] Heavy burdens. Exod» 
T. 1—19. 

Ver, 11. to ride over our heads:] To lord it over us, 
as if we had been forced to carry them on our shoulders. 
- — through fire and water,] Through the greatest dangers. 
Isaiah xliii. 1, 2. — a wealthy place,] A place of well-being, 
of safety and prosperity. Exod, iii. 8. 

Ver, 12, 13.] The Psalmist worshipped God in the way 
then appointed, with bumt-offerings and sacrifices, and thus 
performed his vows, as David always did. Psalm xxii. 25 ; 
Ivi. 12. Ours is the sacrifice of righteousness, (of a godly, 
righteous, and sober life,) offered through the one great 
Sacrifice Jesus Christ; and all our righteous vows and 
promises we must be thoroughly mindful to pay : God will 
not be mocked. Gal, vi. 7« 

Ver, 17. But God hath heard me :] And thus hath 
shown my enemies, that I have not " inclined to wicked- 
ness," ver. 16, that my purpose was not wicked, as they 
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told It waft ; for if it had been so, God would not' have 
heard me. 



Truly WB are bound to praise God as the Psalmist did, f(»c 
Bis mercies vouchsafed to toe people of old, as well as for our 
own deliverances : for by these mercies God preserved His peo-' 
pie and His holy religion from the power oT the enemy ; and 
sinee the knowledge m the Lord has thus been handed down, 
firam age to agc^ and has visited ns, we therefore partake of the 
fnui of these great mercieac the blessings of Jehovah to Israel 
have become luessiiigsto us. And He does likewise continuaAv 
hold our souls in fife: we are passing through ''many anct 
great dangers/' seen or unseen, every day of our lives : and it^ 
is the Lord alone, who defendeth and nreserveth us *' from all 
accidents whidi may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt toe soul." O let off 
praise Him, let ns be fifdngvp onr hearts to Him all the day 
long : let us give Him Ihe service wjuci is due unto His name i 
the service we have many times |)romi8ed. He has heard our 
prayer, and let Him hear our praise : and so we may look foi: 
His help in every time of trouble, and humbly trust that He 
will marcifuHy bear us again. But God will reject the prayers 
of those whose heart is not right with Him ; who repent no^ 
love not» obey UQt. There must be no double-dealing with 
Jehovah : '* We know that God heareth not sinners : but if any 
man be a w6rsbipp6r of God> and doeth His will, him He 
heareth," John ix. 31. 

QUESTIONS* 

Be found liars unto Thee^ — ^''Behold the works of Godi** 
what works ?-*Into what did He turn the sea ? — ^When ? — And 
why ? — ^When besides did He divide the waters f — Holdeth our 
soul in fi£B i — Has proved us, like as silver, &c. ? — ^Trouble iqion 
our loins ?— To ride over our heads ? — What did the Psalmist 
resolve to do ? — In what case would the Lord not hear Him ?-«• 
What did God's hearing him show } 
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PSALM LXVII. 

This Psahtt may he considered as a prayer that the 
knowledge of the true God might be spread to aU the nations 
of the earthf and likewise as foretelling that this would 
actually take place hy the preaching of the GospeL And, 
in this vieWf it is very appropriate as used after the second 
lesson at Evening Service. It is also ttsed in the Marriage 
Service* 



1 God be merciful unto us, 
and bless us : and show us the 
fight oi his countenance, and 
be merciful unto us ; 

2 That thy way may be 
known upon earth : thy saving 
health among all nations. 

3 Let the people praise thee, 
O Grod : yea, let all the people 
praise thee. 

4 O let the nations rejoice 
and be glad : for thou shak 



judge the folk righteously, and 
govern the nations upon earth. 

5 Let the people praise thee, 
O God : let all the people pndse 
thee. 

6 Then shall the earth bring 
forth her increase : and God, 
even our own God, shall give 
us his blessing. 

7 God shall bless us : and 
all the ends of the world shall 
fear him^ 



Ver. 1. the light of his countenance,'] His favour and 
blessing. Psalm iv. 7* 

Ver. 2. thy saving health'] Thy salvation. 

Ver. 4. the folk] The people. The prophet Isaiah fre- 
quently speaks of the Gospel, as a means of ministering 
and establishing true judgment. Isa, ix. 7 ; xxviii. 6. 17 ; 
xlii. 1 — 4. 

Ver. 6. bring forth her increase :] Earthly prosperity 
and plenty were promised to the people who would fear 
and serve God ; and this Was a ai^» or emblem, of spiri- 
tual blessings, of the increase of believers, who should be 
" fruitful in every good word and work," when the nations 
were converted to the faith of the Gospel. 

Ver. 7. all the ends of the world] The most distant 
eountries and islands. 



Every one who is sensible of God's mercy in having given 
him the blessed Gospel, wiU heartily dedre aoid |n«y, that thb 
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merqr may be spread to all, far and near ; and for this great 
blessing we do pray, as often as we say, in the words of our 
Lord, ** Thy kingdom come :" and accordingly we are bound 
to use our best endeavours in this good and glorious cause. 
The knowledge of grace and salvation, which Crod has given 
us, we should diligently give to others, as opportunity serves ; 
in our own families at least, and amidst our mends and neighs 
hours, we may often do much; the verv poorest may thus 
render great and good service to the Gospel. And all may have 
the benefit of our prayers, " all sorts and conditions of men,'^ 
the proud heathen, the blinded Jew, the heedless hard>hearted 
sinner ; that God will be pleased to ** make His ways known 
unto them ;" and to turn their hearts, that they may be saved 
together with us. And let us beseech the Lord to add yet this 
to all His other mercies, that we may have grace to be thankful,, 
and to serve Him in holy fear and holv love ; that so He may 
be ** our own God :" let us beseech Him to " put His laws 
into our minds, and write them in our hearts, and He will be ta 
us a God, and we shall be to Him a people." Heb. viii. 10. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the subject of this Psalm ?— The light of His coun* 
tenance ? — Thy saving health ? — Judge the folk ?— How ? — And 
when? — ^What other profihet spealu of judgment under the 
Gospel ? — Bring forth ner increase ? — How will God be known 
as our own God ? — ^What will He give us t 



THE THIRTEENTH DAY. 
iOiontms Eraser* 

PSALM LXVIIL 

This very difficult Psalm is thought to have been written 
on the removal of the ark to mount Sum, 2 Sam. vi« 
1 Chron. xiii. Certainly it alludes to that joyful occasion. 
It sets forth the great deliverances afforded to Israel, and 
the triumph over their enemies ; and in thjs, it looks forward 
to the Gospel, to the resurrection and ascension of Christ, 
together with the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit ; hence 
our Church uses the Psalm on Wlut«Snnday. 
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1 Let God arise^ and let his 
enemies be scattered : let them 
also that hate him flee before 
him. 

2 lake as the smoke vanish- 
eth, so shalt thou drive them 
away : and like as wax melteth 
at the fire, so let the ungodly 
perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be 
slad and rejoice before God : 
fet them also be merry and 
joyful. 

4 O sing unto God, and sing 
praises unto his name : mag- 
nify him that rideth upon the 
heavens, as it were upon an 
borse ; praise him in his name 
JAH, and rejoice before him. 

5 He is a Father of the fa- 
therless, and defendeth the 
cause of the widows : even God 
in his holy habitation. 

6 He is the God that maketh 
men to be of one mind in an 
house, and bringeth the pri- 
soners out of captivity : but 
letteth the runagates continue 
in scarceness. 

7 O God, when thou went* 
est forth before the people : 
when thou wentest through the 
wUdenie«8. 

8 The earth shook, and the 
heavens dropped at the presence 
of God : even as Sinai also was 
moved at the presence of God, 
who is the God of Israel. 

9 Uliou, O God, sentest a 
gracious rain upon thine in- 
heritance : and refreshedst it 
when it was weary. 

10 Thy congregation shall 
dwell therein : for thou, O 
God, hast of thy goodness pre* 
pared for the poor. 

11 llie Lord gave the word ; 

I 



great was the company of the 
preachers. 

12 Kings with their armies 
did flee, and were discomfited : 
and they of the household di- 
vided the spoil. 

13 Though ye have lien 
among the pots, yet shall ye 
be as the wings of a dove : that 
is covered with silver wings, 
and her feathers Hke gold. 

14 When the Almighty scat- 
tered kings for their sake : then 
were they as white as snow in 
Salmon. 

15 As the hill of Basan, so is 
God's hill : even an high hill, 
as the hill of Basan. 

16 Why hop ye so, ye high 
hills ? this is God's hill, in the 
which it pleaseth him to dwell : 
yea, the Lord will abide in it 
for ever. 

17 The chariots of God are 
twenty thousand, even thou- 
sands of angels : and the Lord 
is among them, as in the holy 
place of Sinai. 

18 Thou art gone up on high, 
thou hast led captivity captive, 
and received gifts for men : 
yea, even for thine enemies, 
that the Lord God might dwell 
among them. 

1 9 Praised be the Lord daily : 
even the God who helpeth us, 
and poureth his benefits upon 
us. 

20 He is our God, even the 
God of whom cometh salva- 
tion : God is the Lord, by whom 
we escape death. 

2 1 God shall wound the head 
of his enemies : and the hairy 
scalp of such a one as goeth on 
still in his wickedness. 

22 The Lord hath said, I will 
5 
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hmg my people agaD, as I cEd 
from Basan : mine own will I 
bring agttn, as I did sometime 
from the deep of the sea. 

23 That thy foot may be 
dipped in the blood of thine 
enemies : and that the tongae 
of thy doge may be red through 
the same. 

34 It is well seen, O God, 
how thou goest : how thon, 
my God and King, goest in the 
sanctuary. 

25 The singers go before, 
the minstrels follow after : in 
the midst are the damsels play- 
ing with the timbrels. 

26 Give thanks, O Israel, 
unto God the Lord in the con- 
gregations : from the ground of 
me heart. 

27 There is little Benjamin 
their ruler, and the princes of 
Judah their counsel : tne princes 
of Zabulon, and the princes of 
Nepbthali. 

28 Thy God hath sent forth 
strength for thee : stablish the 
thing, O God, that thou hast 
wrought in us. 

29 For thy temple's sake at 



Jerosalem : 10 shall kings brmg 
presents nnto thee. 

30 When the company of the 
spearmen, and multitude of the 
mighty are scattered abroad 
among the beasts of the peopH 
so that they humbly bring 
pieces of silver : and when he 
hath scattered the people that 
delight in war ; 

31 Then shall the princes 
come out of Bgypt : the Mo- 
rians' land shiul soon stretch 
out her hands nnto God. 

32 Sing unto God, O ye 
kinp^doms of the earth : O sing 
praises unto the Lord ; 

33 Who sitteth in the hea- 
vens over all from the begin* 
ning : lo, he doth send out his 
voice, yea, and that a mighty 
voice. 

34 Ascribe ye the power to 
God over Israel : his worship 
and strength is in the clouds. 

35 O God, wonderful art 
thou in thy holy places : even 
the God of Israel ; he will give 
strength and power nnto his 
people ; blessea be God. 



Fer. 1. Let God arise, ^cJ] These were the words 
used by Moses, whenever the ark set forward before 
the armies of Lurael, in their way to Canaan. Numb* 
X. 35. 

Fer. 2. them] Thine enemies. — let the ungodly feri$H\ 
This corresponds to Thou shalt drive them; and only 
shows the certainty of judgment coming upon those that 
oppose God. 

Fer. 4. hia name JAHy] This name is of much the 
same meaning as Jehovah, and it signifies THE BEING \ 
Him who has a being of Himself, and not given Him by 
another : It is often joined with another word, HALLSLir, 
making Hallelujah, which i» 'Upraise Jehovah." And 
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*^ as the Father hath life m Himself, so hath He given to 
the Son to have life in Himself.*' John v. 26, And thus 
are they each described, Rev» i. 4 — 8, as He " which is, 
and which was, and whidi is to come," as the being from 
all eternity to all eternity. 

Fer.. 6. a Father of the fatherlegB^ <^o.] The ssame 
God, who is so great and glorious, is also fall of tender 
mercy and love. — in his holy habitation.'^ In the ark, 
finmn which he showed His presence and favour ; just as 
the glory of the Godhead resided and was seen in the fkce 
dT Jesus Christ. 

Ver, 6. to he of one mini] In the BihU Version it is 
" Grod setteth the solitary (Ae lonely) in families." He 
giveth them that are cast out a liouse and family to 
dwell in. So He taketh repentant sinners into His spiritual 
and heavenly family, delivering them from the chains and 
captivity of Satan. — the runa>gates\ The wicked who rebel 
s^^nst God, and wander from His way. 

Ver» ?• ujhen thou wentest forth] In a pillar of a cloud 
by day, and of fire by night. Exod. xiii. 21. 

Ver, 8. the heavens dropjsed] The clouds dropped rain. 
— Sinai] Exod. xix. 16 — 20. This grand event, of the 
giving of the law, was celebrated at the feast of Pentecost, 
on which day also we celebrate the coming down of the 
Holy Spirit for the giving of a new law of righteousness 
and truth. 

Ver, 9. a gracious rain upon thine inheritance :] 
Manna upon Thy people, as plentiful as itBun ; and flesh 
idso. Psalm Ixxviii. 25. 28.. Exod. xvi. 13— *86 ; an 
emblem of spiritual food. Rev, ii. 17. Bat some think it 
means only, ^* Thou didst send them plentiful showers in 
their thirsty place." 

Ver, 10. Thy congregation shall dwell therein :] Thy 
people dwelt in the wilderness, ver. 7. — prepared for 
the poor,] Provided for Thy poor helpless servants in the 
desert. 

Ver. 11. The Lord gave the word:] The order to the 
Israelites, that they should go forth and conquer Canaan ; 
" and great was the company," or number, of those who 
published and spread this word of command, and this pro-^ 
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mise of victory* This foreshowed the preaching of the 
Gospel aftei: th^ resurrection of Christ ; the order to the 
apostles and others, and the promise of success : '* go ye 
into all the world," &c. Mark xvi« 15 — 20. And many 
truly have heen the preachers. 

Ver. 12. were discomfited ;] Were defeated and de- 
stroyed. See the hook of Joshua, especially chap. x. xi* 
xii. — they of the household] They who stayed at home, 
namely the women, divided amongst them the spoil, such 
things as their hushands, or children, or hrodbers, had 
taken in hattle and hrought home. See Judges v. 28 — 30. 
This was a sign of the victory that should be won, under 
the Gospel, over the great ones of this world and all their 
mighty host, over Satan and his wicked agents. Luke x. 
18, and xi. 21, 22. Phil. ii. 10, 11. 

Ver* 13. among the po/^,] Though ye did once lodge 
among the smoky furnaces of Egypt, and were covered 
with dirt when making bricks and pots, Exod, v.> ye shall 
now be clean ; and be compared to a beautiful white dove, 
with some of her feathers shining like gold : that is, ye 
shall be raised from your former wretchedness to happiness 
and honour. Thus was the Church of Christ cleansed and 
glorified. Eph. v. 26, 27. 

Ver. 14. as snow in Salmon,'] Ye shall be made so 
glorious, as to be compared not only to a white dove, 
ver. 13, but even to the pure snow on the top of Mount 
Salmon. 

Ver, 15. God's hill :] Mount Sion ; this is as much 
greater than other mountains in honour, as Bashan (or 
Basan) exceeds them in height. Psalm xxii. 12. 

Ver. 16. Why hop ye] Why are ye so moved with 
pride and, envy at God's favour to the hill of Sion? The 
high hills signify the proud people : " why, O ye great 
nations, are ye envious against Israel, whom God hath 
chosen ? " 

Ver. 17. The chariots of God] Do ye trust in your 
chariots of war, O ye people? What are they to the 
chariots of God? That is, what is your strength, when 
compared with His ? He has '* thousands of angels,'* 
which are more powerful than all the chariots in the 
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world. And thus is the Son of God attended. Matt, xxv. 
31 ; xxvi. 53. Rev. v* 11. — as in the holy place of Sinai,'] 
Exod. xix. 16 — 24. 

Ver, 18. Hiou art gone up on high^"] In the ark to 
Mount Sion. — hast led captivity captive^] Hast put an 
end to the bondage of thy people ; hast made prisoners 
of their conquerors, who kept them in chains. — and re* 
ceived gifts fw men :] Many goods and treasures taken 
in war, which were afterwards used for Thy temple and 
people, 2 Sam, viii. 9 — 11. 1 Chron, xxvi. 27 ; that is, for 
the benefit of Thy true religion, by which " even Thine 
enemies,'* even they who have rebelled against Thee, might 
be profited. St. Paul expressly applies this verse to the 
ascension of Christ, Eph, iv. 8. He conquered the great 
enemy of His people, who held them captive ; He re- 
ceived gifts, and gave them to men, the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit ; even to those who had been His enemies, 
that ** He might dwell in their hearts by faith." Eph, 
iii. 17. 

Ver. 20. hy whom we escape death,"] He is the Lord of 
life and death, by whom we have been delivered, " having 
the keys of hell and of death." Rev, i. 18. 

Ver. 21. the hairy scalp] The head ; that part which 
is covered with hair. 

Ver, 22. / will bring my people] 2 Sam, iii. 18. — from 
Basan :] Numh, xxi. 33 — 35. — from the deep of the sea J] 
Exod, xiv. 21 — 31. 

Ver, 23. that thy footy ^c] That thou mayest gain a 
complete victory, which is commonly attended with much 
bloodshed. — the tongue of thy dogs, ^c] This was parti- 
cularly threatened and fulfilled in the case of wicked Ahab. 
1 Kings xxi. 19. 

Ver, 24. how thou goest :] How Thou hast gone up 
with the ark — with what triumph, with what a grand pro- 
cession. Thou hast entered the holy place. 

Ver, 25. the minstrels] Those who play on instruments 
of music. 2 Sam. vi. 5. Thus shall the Redeemed of 
Christ sing a glorious song. Rev. xix. 1. 

Ver. 27.] All the tribes agree together, Benjamin and 
Judah who live nearest to the city, and Zebulon and 
Nephthali who live farthest from it; and all that lie 
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between them. Saul, the first ** mlcr *' or king, was of the 
tribe of Baajamio. But after David became king, Judah 
was the royal tribe, from which law and ** counsel'* pro- 
ceeded. Psalm Ix. ?• 

Fer. 28. stablish'] Strengthen, make sure. 

Ver, 29. For thy templets sake] Where is now thy 
tabernacle, shall be thy tempk ; to which many presents 
were brought, 2 Sam. viii. 9 — 11. 1 Kings x. 24, 25. 
And thus also to Christ, Matt. ii. 11. Rev, xxi. 24. 

Fer, 30. the spearmen, — the mighty] Who oppose the 
counsels of God. — the beasts of the people^] The powerful 
and violent ones, denoted by beasts, as in Psalm xxii. 
12, 13. In the Bible Version it is, ** Rebuke the company 
of spearmen, the multitude of the bulls, with the calves 
of the people.'* — bring pieces of silver :] To pay tribute, 
as a token of submission. 

Fer, 31. the Morians* land] The country about Egypt. 
^^^retch out her hands] In prayer and supplication. Psalm 
xliv. 21 . The verse is a prophecy of the conversion of the 
Gentiles. See Isaiah xlv. 14. 

Fer, 33. his voiee,] His thund^. Psalm xxix. S. 

Fer. 34. his worship, ^c.] God is honoured in the clouds, 
and there shows forth His strength. The same glory is 
ascribed to the Lamb, Rev. v. 12, 13. 

Fer. 35. wonderful, %c.] Wonderfid is the power and 
goodness shown iram Thy mercy-seat in the ark, now taken 
to the tabernacle ; an emblem of the wonderfid works of 
Christ upon earth and in heaven. Rev, xt. 8. 



God has always protected and delivered the people who 
trusted in Him; He may suffer them to be in bondage and 
reproach for a seasoo, in order to humble, to purify, and to prove 
them: but let them look to Him, and He will break off their 
chains ; He will. put away their vile garments, and clothe them 
with the beautiful garments of righteousness and salvation; 
He wHl lead them forth to liberty, to victory, and to eternal 
glory; He goes before them, and they are made willing to fol- 
low : Heaven and earth concur in supplpng their wants and 
promoting their ffood. Jesus, their mighty Redeemer, has 
ascended up on high, and sitteth on His throne of mercy: 
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there He pleadi for them, and thence He sends down His Holjr 
^irit, and His holy anods, and His manifold gifts of grace, to 
ffive them " all things that he needful hoth for their sools and 
bodies." To this gracioas and almighty Lord let ns look every 
day for help and hkssing 1 O that Uie hearts of all His people 
were united as the heart of one roan, in earnestness and prayer 
fi9r one another's good! O that we may, more and more, pour 
out our supplications together, so that we may together " snow 
forth the praises of Him, who hath called us out of darkness 
into His marvelloufl light," I Pet ii. 9 ; and have reason to say, 
''Blessed be God." 

QUSST10N8. 

Let God arise, &c. by whom were th^e words used ? — And 
on what occasion ? — " His name Jah;'' what does that mean ? 
— Runagates? — How did God go forth before the people of 
Israel in the wilderness ? — ^The heavens dropped i — A gracious 
nun?— ** The Lord gave the word," for what ?— The preachers ? 
•-Discomfited ? — ^They of the household ?— Divided the spoil ?— 
Lien among the pots? — ^As the wings of a dove?— When 
were they as white as snow in Salmon ? — ^Why hop ye so, ye 
high hills ? — Which was God's hill ?— Why so called ? — Explain 
ver. 17. — And ver. 18.— The hairjr scalp ?— Explain ver. 23, — 
O God, how thou goest ? — ^The minstrds ? — ^Explain ver. 27. — 
Stabhsh? — ''Kings brinff presents;" what did they bring? — 
Beasts of the people? — The Morians' land? — Stretch out her 
hands ? — Doth send out his voice ? 



lEbentng Eraser* 

PSALM LXIX. 

Composed by David m some season of great distress and 
danger : hut still more fully describing the sufferings of 
Christ, to whom alone many of the expressions properly 
belong. It is therefore one of the Psalms for Good 
Friday. 

1 Save me, O God : for the nure^ where no ground is : I 
waters are come in, even unto am come into deep waters, so 
my soul. that the floods run over me. 

2 T stick fast in the deep] 3 I am weary of crying; my 
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ihroat u diy : my sight fjaileth 
me for waiting so long upon 
mj God. 

4 They that hate me without 
a canse are more than the hairs 
of my head : they that are mine 
enemies, and wonld destroy me 
gniltlesSy are mighty. 

5 I paid atuaa the things 
that I never took : God, thou 
knowest my simpleness, and 
my faults are not hid from 
thee. 

6 Let not them that trust in 
thee, O Lord God of hosts, he 
ashamed for my cause : let not 
those that seek thee be con- 
founded through me, O Lord 
God of Israel. 

7 And why? for thy sake 
have I suffered reproof : shame 
hath covered my face. 

8 I am become a stranger 
unto my brethren : even an 
alien unto my mother's chil- 
dren. 

9 For the zeal of thine house 
hath even eaten me : and the 
rebukes of them that rebuked 
thee are fallen upon me. 

10 1 wept, and chastened my- 
self with tasting : and that was 
turned to my reproof. 

1 1 I put on sackcloth also : 
and they jested upon me. 

12 Tnejr that sit in the gate 
speak against me : and the 
drunkards made songs upon 
me. 

13 But, Lord, I make my 
prayer unto thee : in an ac- 
ceptable time. 

14 Hear me, O God, in the 
multitude of thv mercy : even 
in the truth of thy salvation. 

15 Take me out of the mire, 
that I sink not : O let me be 



delivered from them that hate 
me, and out of the deep wa«* 
ters. 

16 Let not the water-flood 
drown me, neither let the deep 
swallow me ap : and let not 
the pit ahut her mouth apon 
me. 

17 Hear me, O Lord, for 
thy loving-kindness is com- 
fortable : turn thee unto me, 
according to the multitude of 
thy mercies. 

18 And hide not thy face 
from thy servant, for I am in 
trouble : O haste thee, and 
hear me. 

19 Draw nigh unto my soul, 
and save it : O deliver me, be- 
cause of mine enemies. 

20 Thou hast known my re- 

Eroof, my shame, and my dis- 
onour : mine adversaries are 
all in thy sight. 

21 Thy rebuke hath broken 
my heart ; I am full of heavi- 
ness : I looked for some to have 
pity on me, but there was no 
man, neither found I any to 
comfort me. 

22 They gave me gall to eat : 
and when I was thirsty, they 
gave me vinegar to drink. 

23 Let their table be made a 
snare to take themselves withal: 
and let the things that should 
have been for tneir wealth be 
unto them an occasion of fall- 
ing. 

24 Let their eyes be blinded, 
that they see not : and ever bow 
thou down their backs. 

26 Pour out thine indigna*^ 
tion upon them : and let thy 
wrathful displeasure take hold 
of them. 

26 Let their habitation be 
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void : and no man to dwell in 
their tents. 

27 For they persecute him 
whom thou hast smitten ; and 
they talk how they may vex 
them whom thou hast wound- 
ed. 

28 Let them fall from one 
wickedness to another : and not 
come into thy righteousness. 

29 Let them he wiped out of 
the hook of the living : and not 
be written among the righteous. 

30 As for me, when I am 
poor and in heaviness : thy 
help, O God, shall lift me up. 

31 I will praise the name of 
God with a song : and magnify 
it with thanksgiving. 

32 This also shall please the 



Lord : better than a bullock 
that hath horns and hoofs. 

33 The humble shall consi- 
der this, and be glad : seek ye 
after God, and your soul shall 
live. 

34 For the Lord heareth the 
poor : and despiseth not hia 
prisoners. 

35 Let heaven and earth 
praise him : the sea, and all 
that moveth therein. 

36 For God will save Sion, 
and build the cities of Judah : 
that men may dwell there, and 
have it in possession. 

37 The posterity also of hia 
servants shall inherit it : and 
they that love his name shall 
dwell therein. 



Ver. 1. the waters] Of trouble and misery, Psalm xviii^ 
3. 16. 

. Ver. 2. deep mire^ — deep waters,'] Here and in ver, 
15, 16, there seems to be an allusion to the places in 
which prisoners were often confined ; namely, in a deep 
pit, with mire and dirt at the bottom, and often with water* 
See Jerem, xxxviii. 6. It is a figure to signify the greatest 
distress of body and mind. 

Ver* 3. weary of crying ;] Heb. v. 7. — fny throat is 
dry :] John xix. 28. Every one who knows any thing of 
the history of Jesus, will perceive how these expressions^ 
at^d many others in the Psalm, apply to Him. 

Fer, 4. without a cause] Psalm vii. 3 — ^5. John xv. 25. 
Numberless were the enemies of the Son of David ; the 
Jews, the Romans, the spirits of darkness. 

Ver. 5. I paid them, ^c] So Christ suffered for sins 
He had not committed, Isaiah liii. 5 ; " the just for the un- 
just," 1 Pet, iii. 18 ; and restored honour to God*s law, which 
He had never broken, 1 Pet, ii. 22. — my faults are not 
hicT] David is declaring his innocence of any crimes that 
were laid to his charge ; and he appeals to God for the 
truth of what he says : *' Thou, O God, knowest the sim- 
pleness and foolishness which is at any time in my heart ; 
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Thou knowest all my &ults ; and thou dost know, that I 
am innocent." See on Psahn vii. 1 — 9. 
'. Ver, 6.3 Strengthen, O Lord, and comfort those who 
are true to Thee and to Thy cause ! 

Ver. 7. reproof:'} Reproach and scorn. 

Fer* 8.] See on Ps<dm xxxi. 13. — my mother* s children.'] 
My own brethren. See Psalm 1. 20. 

Ver, 9. the zeal, ^c] My aseal for Thy house is so 
great, my concern, so great for Thy worship and service, 
mat I am almost inwardly consumed by it, when I behold 
the sins of wicked men ; they fill me with indignation and 
grief. The disciples applied these words to Jesus, when 
He cast the Jewish traders out of the temple. John ii. 17* 
And the latter part of the verse is thus quoted by St. Paul| 
** Even Christ pleased not Himself ; but, as it is written. 
The reproaches of them that reproached Thee fell on me."^ 
Rom. XV. 3. 

Ver, 11. sackcloth] Psalm xxxv. 13. 
^ Ver, 12. They that sit in the gate] Either the judges 
and chief rulers, who held their sittings in a court near th& 
gate ; or the foolish and idle people, who used to assemble 
at the gate and sit there. 

' Ver, 14. in the truth of thy salvation,] Accordii^ to 
Thy word, and promise of salvation. 

Ver. 15, 16.] See on ver. 2. 

Ver, 21. there was no man^] See on Psahn xxxi. 
10—15. 

Ver, 22.] These words, which were probably true of 
David only by a figure, were literally true of Chnst, when 
they gave Him to drink vinegar *^ mingled with gall.'* 
Matt, xxvii. 34. John xix. 29. Vinegar, we know, is 
sharp, and gall is bitter ; and they are intended to show 
the sharp and bitter sufferings endured by Christ, in order 
that we might drink of the " cup of salvation.'* 

Ver. 23 — ^29. Let, ^c] All these verses are intended 
to foreshow the punishments which were falling upon 
David's enemies, and the still greater punishments which 
should fall on the enemies of Christ, David is not to be 
understood as praying for these diings from his own {Mivate 
feelings, but as declaring that they would certainly happen* 
** It shall be so," or " Be it so,** acccwding to Tliy word. 
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Lord : since ^tey mil not repent, let tby judgment take 
its course. 

Ver, 28. their table] Their feasting and prosperity. — 
their wealth] Their welfare. What was meant for their 
goody would be made, by their corrupting it, an instrument 
of evil. 

Fer, 24. ^ir eyes he hlinded,] How remarkable a 
description of that Jewish people who " loved darkness 
rather than Kght,'* and still "walked on in darkness,** 
while " the blind led the blind 1 ** Thus Isaiah prophesied 
of the same people, chap. vi. 9, 10 ; and St. Paul has 
assured us, that this verse and the 23rd represent the state 
of the Jews jiinder the Gospel. Mom, xi. 9, 10«-— ^ov thou 
down their backs.] Let them be in a low condition, as if 
iheir backs were bowed down with a heavy burden. 

Ver. 26. Let their habitation be void :] Let their dwell-" 
mgs be empty and lie waste. Thus said our Lord to the 
Jews, "Behold, your house is lefl unto you desolate." 
MatL xxiii* 38* Accordingly, Jerusalem was utterly de^ 
stroyed by the Romans, and the Jews have never dwelt in 
it since that day. But this verse is also applied to Judas, 
Acts i. 20, ** who was guide to them that took Jesus," 
Acts i. 16, and therefore was the first to suffer, and leave 
his place empty. 

Ver, 28k from one wickedness to another :] The Jews, 
in continuing to oppose Qirist and His Goi^l, " added 
im to sin," Isa, xxx. 1, and have never come into "the 
ng^ousness of God by faith" in Jesus Christ. Rom. ix, 
oO— 33» 

Ver. 29. wiped out of the book] It was customary in 
some cities, to write the names of those who belonged to 
them in a book ; and wh«i, by any misbehaviour, a person 
lost his right and privilege, his name was blotted out. 
So the Jews are described as being blotted out of the 
register, in which the people of God are enrolled. And 
Alls also others may be blotted out. Rev. iii. 5. 

Ver. 32. better than a buUoek, ^c] Better than the 
best sacrifice which can be offered. 

Ver. 34. his prisoners.'] Those who are in bondage for 
His sake. 

Ver. 37. The posterity] The children's children, from 
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age to age. And thus the Church of Christ, the spiritual 
Sion, shall be an everiasting habitation for the fidthful. 



We are frequently reminded in the Psalms, and we cannot be 
reminded too often, of the dreadful sufferings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, *' for us men and our salvation :" to dwell upon them 
as we ought to do, would be the best means of bringing us to 
a proper sense of sin, and to make us feel how deeply we are 
indebted to that merciful Redeemer, who ''hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows,'' who ** was wounded for our 
transgressions and bruised for our iniquities." Isa, liii. 4, 5. 
Consider who He was, what He suffered, why He suffered : He 
was Jehovah, *' God manifest in the flesh." 1 Tim, iii. 16. He 
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
"likeness of men." PhU. ii. 7. He was "hated without a 
cause;" rejected, reviled, persecuted; condemned, buffeted, 
tortured; betrayed, denied, forsaken by disciples; nailed to 
the cross, mocked there, when athirst, by the offer of vinegar 
mingled with gall: ''giving up the ghost:" in all this, and 
with agony not to be told, He bore the wrath of God : and 
why ? — for us sinners ; to bring us to God and to heaven ; that 
we " by His stripes might be healed." ha, liii. 5. 1 Pet. iu 24. 
Surely, then, if we have any feeling at all for benefits bestowed, 
if we have any regard at all for our own interests, we shall love 
the Saviour with all our heart for His unspeakable goodness in 
suffering and d3ring for us. And they who do not love Him, 
have reason to fear. Take warning from the Jews { See how 
the wrath of God is resting upon them, according to His word: 
His word can never fail : they must have judgment, who will 
not have mercv. O that we may " believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ," and Jove and serve Him unto death ; so that our 
names, being written in the Lamb's book of life, may never be 
blotted out 1 

QUXSTIOKS. 

The waters are come in ? — In the deep mire, &c. ? — Explain 
Ver. 5. — ^The zeal of Thine house hath eaten me ? — Sackcloth ? 
^-They that sit in the gate ? — In the truth of Thy salvation ? — 
They gave me gall, &c. ; what does that mean ? — ^And to whom 
must it be applied? — Explain ver. 23.— Let their eyes be 
blinded, &c. ?— Let their habitation be void ? — The book of the 
living ? — Better than a bullock, &c. ? — ^The posterity ? — ^What 
do we learn from this Psalm ? 
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PSALM LXX. 

This Psalm is very nearly the same as the few last verses 
of the Fortieth, See therefore Psalm xl. 16 — 21. 



1 Haste thee, O God, to de- 
liver me : make haste to help 
me, O Lord. 

2 Let them be ashamed and 
confounded that seek after my 
soul : let them be turned back- 
ward, and put to confusion, that 
wish me evil. 

3 Let them for their reward 
be soon brought to shame : 
that cry over me. There, there. 



4 But let all those that seek 
thee be joyful and glad in 
thee : and let all such as de- 
light in thy salvation say alway, 
l^e Lord be praised. 

5 As for me, I am poor and 
in misery : haste thee unto me, 
OGod. 

6 Thou art my helper, and 
my redeemer : O Lord, make 
no long tarrying. 



THE FOURTEENTH DAY. 

DSorntng "Praser. 



PSALM LXXL 

This Psalm is supposed to have been written by David 
during AbsaUmCs rebellion, 2 Sam. xvii. 1 — 4. 17 — 21, 
when he was beginning to grow^ old, and had much trouble. 
He praises God for past mercies, and puts his whole trust in 
Him, We use it in the service for the Visitation of the Sick. 



1 In thee, O Lord, have I 
put my trust, let me never be 
put to confusion : but rid me, 
and deliver me, in thy right- 
eousness ; incline thine ear unto 
me, and save me. 

2 Be thou my strong hold, 
whereunto I may alway resort : 
thou hast promised to help me, 
for thou art my house of de- 
fence, and my castle. 



3 Deliver me, O my God, 
out of the hand of the ungodly : 
out of the hand of the unright* 
eous and cruel man. 

4 For thou, O Lord God, 
art the thing that I long for : 
thou art my hope, even from my 
youth. 

5 Through thee have I been 
holden up ever since I was 
born : thou art he that took 
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me out of mv mother's womb : 
my praise shall be always of 
thee. 

6 I am become as it were a 
monster unto many : but my 
sure trust is in thee. 

7 let my mouth be filled 
with thy praise : that I may 
sing of thy glory and honour 
aU the day long. 

8 Cast me not away in the 
time of age : forsake me not 
when my strength faileth me. 

9 For mine enemies speak 
against me^ and they that lay 
wait for my soul take their 
counsel together^ saying : God 
hath forss^en him; persecute 
him» and take him, for there 
is none to deliver him. 

10 Go not far from me, O 
God : my God, haste thee to 
help me. 

11 Let them be confounded 
and perish that are against my 
soul : let them be covered witn 
shame and dishonour that seek 
to do me evil. 

12 As for me^ I will patiently 
abide alway : and will praise 
thee more and more. 

13 My mouth shall daily 
speak of thy righteousness and 
salvation : for I know no end 
thereof. 

14 I will go forth in the 
strength of the Lord God : and 
will make mention of thy right- 
eousness only. 



15 Thou, O God, hast taught 
me fiom my youth up until 
now : therefore will I tell of 
thy wondrous works, 

16 Forsake me not, O God, 
in mine old age, when I ani 
grey-headed : until I have show- 
ed thy strength unto this gb* 
neration, and thy powo: to afl 
them that are yet for to come. 

17 Thy nghteousness, 
God, is very high : and great 
things are they that thou hast 
done ; O God, who is like unto 
thee} 

18 what g^reat troubles and 
adversities hast thou showed 
me! and yet didst thou turn 
and refresh me : yea, and 
broughtest me from the deep 
of the earth again. 

19 Thou hast brought me to 
great honour : and comforted 
me on every side. 

20 Therefore will I praise 
thee and thy faithfulness, O 
God, playing upon an instru^- 
ment of music : unto thee will 
I sing upon the harp, O thou 
Holy One of Israel. 

21 My lips will be fain when 
I sing unto thee : and so will 
my soul whom thou hast de- 
livered. 

22 My tongue also shall talk 
of thy righteousness all the day 
long : for they are confounded 
and brought unto shame diat 
seek to do me evil. 



Fer. 1. in thy righteousness ;] Accordii^ to Thy righteous 
dealing to Thy servants : God is " faithful and just** to for- 
give and bless His penitent and obedient people, according 
to His word. 1 John i. 9. 

Ver. 6. a monster] A great wonder: pointed at as a 
man of wretchedness; as one under God's displeasure for 
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my sin : as a waxning to others. Thus did the Son of 
Dayid become a " sign that was spoken against." Luke ii. 
S4. 

Fer. 7. thy praise:'] While I am scorned as Thine 
enemy, let me sing prases as Thy servant and friend. 

Ver. 9. none to deliver him,'] So said the wicked Jews 
of Christ upon the cross. Matt, xxvii. 42, 48. 

Ver, 14. in the strength] . Though weak in himself, he 
was '' strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might." ' 
Ejph, vi. 10. See also 2 Cor, xii. 9. — make mention of 
thy righteousness only,] ' Depend entirely upon Thy pro- 
vidence and protection, according to the righteous perform- 
ance of Thy promise in delivering Thy people. 

Ver. 16. them that are yet for to come,] " Every one 
that is to come." Bible Version. 

Ver. 17. is very high :] Thy righteous purposes and 
plans are too high to be seen by man, too great and won- 
der^l for me to understand. 

Ver, 18. from the deep of the earth] From the lowest 
state of misery. But this figure may contain an allusion to 
the resurrection of our Lord and all His followers. 

Ver. 21. will he fain] " Shall greatly rejoice." Bible 
Version. 



Tbe promises of salvation are made to those who give up all 
confidence in the world and in themselves, and ** tmsf in God 
alone. For this reason, David so often begins his prayer with 
declaring his stedfast faith, which is to tbs soul in affliction 
what an anchor is to a ship in distress, keeping it in safety. 
And happv are they, who have laid hold on this anchor ; they 
need not fear any of the storms of life ; they have a sure refuge 
always at hand. Especially happy are they, who put their trust 
in the Lord " from their youth up ;'* who live in the faith and 
fear of God all their lives long. Should they be cot off, as so 
many are, when young, they will be removed, from this trouble- 
flome world, to a land of perfect peace and perfect beauty; 
transplanted, as flowers in the bud, to bloom ana ripen in Para- 
dise. And should they live to be old, their grey hairs will be 
honourable; and they will be blessed with sohd comfort and 
flatisfaction, in looking back upon the years in which they 
have walked with God, through the grace of His Holy Spirit. 
:It is a sad thing to be looking for roSgion in old age» when we 
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ought to he enjoying the comforts of it-— to he sowing, when 
we ought to he reaping. O come to (jod, ye young people, 
without delay; or you may never come at all ! llie world will 
tempt and court you; hut believe it not: it is a wicked flat- 
terer, full of deceit ; promising pleasure, hut ending in ruin. 
Would you have true pleasure, would you have true gain t 
Hear the words of your Saviour : *< Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shul be 
added unto you." Matt, vi. 33. 



QUESTIONS. 

How long had God been the Psalmist's hope ? — How was he 
a monster unto many ? — When does he pray not to be cast 
away? — Of what would his mouth daily speak? — In what 
strength did he go forth? — ^Thy righteousness, O God, is 
what ? — How very high ? — How was he brought from the deep 
of the earth ? — What do we learn from this Psalm ? 



PSALM LXXII. 

In this most beautiful Psalm David prays for and de^ 
scribes the happy reign of his son Solomon^ in words that 
apply most strikingly to the Messiah {that is^ to Christ). 
Indeed^ many of the expressions possess too large a meaning 
for Solomon* s kingdom^ and are fitted to Christ alone. 



1 Give the king thy judge- 
ments, O God : and thy right- 
eousness unto the king's son. 

2 Then shall he judge thy 
people according unto right : 
and defend the poor. 

3 The mountains also shall 
bring peace : and the little hills 
I'ighteousness unto the people. 

4 He shall keep the simple 
folk by their right : defend the 
children of the poor, and pu- 
nish the wrong aoer. 

5 They shall fear thee, as 
Jong as the sun and moon en- 



dureth : from one generation to 
another. 

6 He shall come down like 
the rain into a fleece of wool : 
even as the drops that water 
the earth. 

7 In his time shall the right- 
eous flourish : yea, and abun- 
dance of peace, so long as the 
moon endureth. 

8 His dominion shall be also 
from the one sea to the other : 
and from the flood unto the 
world's end. 

9 They that dwell in th« 
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wilderness shall kneel hefore 
him : his enemies shall lick 
the dust. 

10 The kings of Tharsis and 
of the isles shall give presents : 
the kings of Arabia and Saba 
shall bring gifts. 

1 1 All kings shall fall down 
before him : all nations shall 
do him service. 

' 12 For he shall deliver the 
poor when he crieth : the needy 
also, and him that hath no 
helper. 

13 He shall be favourable 
to the simple and needy : and 
shall preserve the souls of the 
poor. 

14 He shall deliver their 
souls from falsehood and 
wrong : and dear shall their 
blood be in his sight. 

15 He shall live, and unto 



him shall be given of the gold 
of Arabia : prayer shall be made 
ever unto him, and daily shall 
he be praised. 

16 There shall be an heap 
of corn in the earth, high upon 
the hills : his fruit shall shake 
like Libanus, and shall be green 
in the city like grass upon 
the .earth. 

17 His name shall endurd 
for ever; his name shall re- 
main under the sun among the 
posterities : which shall be 
blessed through him; and all 
the heathen shall praise him. 

18 Blessed be the Lord God^ 
even the God of Israel : which 
only doeth wondrous things ; 

19 And blessed be the name 
of his Majesty for ever : and 
all the earth shall be filled with 
his Majesty. Amen, Amen. 



Ver. 1. the king] Solomon — who was both the king 
find the king's son, and this had never been the case in 
Israel before. King David was just going to resign the 
throne to his son. — Thy judgements^ Thy wise counsel 
and instruction, Thy heavenly wisdom; in like manner, 
Solomon himself prayed for the same. 1 Kings iii. 5 — 14. 
Thus Messiah sat '* upon the throne of His father David." 
Luke i. 32. Upon that spiritual and heavenly throne, of 
which the throne of David was an emblem and an earnest : 
and He reigned with "judgment and righteousness." 
Isaiah ix. 7; xxxii. 1. And had '* all judgment com- 
mitted unto Him." John v. 22. 

Ver. 3. the mountains^ <^c.] It was usual for persons 
to get up on a mountain, or other high place, to proclaim 
to the people around peace or war, good tidings or bad. 
Under this figure the preaching of the Gospel is promised : 
and thus speaks another prophet, ''How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him who bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace ! " Isaiah Hi. 7) 8 ; xl. 9, 
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Ver, 4. the simple folk'] The meek, innocent, helpless,, 
unsuspecting people, who are oppressed. 

Ver. 5. shall fear thee^ Shall reverence thee. — a* long- 
as the surif <^c.] As long as the world shall last : this^ 
could be said of Solomon only by a figure ; but it is said 
of Christ in perfect truth ; He reigneth *' over the house 
of Jacob for ever, and oT His kingdom there shall be na 
^d." Luke i. 33. 

Ver. 6. a fleece of wool :] The proper sense is, accord- 
ing to the Bible Version, " like rain upon the mown grass ; *'' 
Tefreshing, and making it fi-uitful. 

Ver. 7. as the moon'\ See on ver. 5. Peace and plenty 
ibr ever. Isaiah xxxii. 15 — 17. 

Ver. 8. from the one sea to the other^ From the sea 
on the west to the great river on the east, all shall be thine^ 
according to the promise. Exod. xxiii. 31. But the still 
wider dominion of Christ, "unto the world's end,*' i» 
clearly pointed out ; and it is remarkably foretold by the 
prophet Zechariah in the very words of this verse. Zech^ 
ix. 9, 10. 

Ver. 9. shall lick the dtist."] Shall be laid low upon the 
ground, shall be subdued. 

Ver. 10. Tharsis"] Some country (probably Spain) on 
the borders of the Mediterranean sea. 1 Kings x. 22. — 
Arabia and Saha"] Two countries very far asunder, irt 
Asia and Africa. 1 Kings x. 1 — 15. In ver. 10, 11, are 
described the submission and conversion of the great ones> 
of the earth to King Messiah. See on Psalm xlv. 13 ; 
Ixviii. 29. 

Ver. 12 — 14.] The reign of Solomon, and much more 
the reign of Christ, shall be a reign of mercy and love, as 
well as of greatness and power : not only shall the rich be 
received and honoured, but the poor also, the oppressed 
and helpless, the mourning and brokenf-hearted, shall be 
protected and blessed. Isaiah xli. 17 — 20 ; Ivii. 15, 16 ;. 
Ixi. 1 — 3. Matt. V. 3 — 5. James ii. 5. 

Ver. 15. the gold of Arabia :] See on ver. 10. — prayer^ 
^c] " Prayer shall also be made for Him continually.'* 
Bible Version. 

Ver. 16. high upon the hills ;] Where there has been 
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no com before, there shall be plenty. — his fruit] The corn 
upon the hills shall grow so tall and strong, that it shall 
wave about in the wind, like the cedars on Mount Lebanon* 
— and shall be green] The Bible Version is better, " they 
of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth:" the 
people shall be prosperous. And all this foreshows the 
spiritual harvest, the large increase of God's faithful 
people, in the days of the Gospel; the preaching and 
success of the word of salvation in strange places, among 
people who had never heard of it before. Acts ii. 41 ; 
vl 7 ; X. 44—48. 

Ver. 17-] Surely every one must perceive that this 
Terse is spoken of One who was more than an earthly king. 
On this occasion, as on Psalm xlv. it must be allowed, that 
*'a greater than Solomon is here;" no other than the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose " name is above every name," 
Philip, ii. 9 — 11, ** who is over all, God blessed forever." 
Mom. ix. 5. 

Fer. 18, 19.] These two verses contain what is called 
a doxologt/j that is, a giving of praise to God, for the 
Messiah's glorious kingdom, and the salvation of His 
people. 



How much more anxious ought parents to be for the godly 
instruction and the spiritual well-being of their children, than 
for any worldly possession or honour ! How should parents^ 
when they come to die, seek to leave upon the hearts of those 
they love, the lessons of heavenly wisdom ; and beseech their 
children, with tears of tenderest anxiety, that whatever else be 
wanting or lost, they may lay fast hold *'on the one thing 
needful I " And let the prayers of such parents be mingled with 
their tears ; let them implore, with their dying breath, the God 
of wisdom and of mercy, to be the guide and guardian of their 
offspring; to make them "wise unto that which is good, and 
simple concerning evil." Horn. xvi. IQ. Their wisdom and 
well-being is this — to be "true members of Christ," to be 
''faithful soldiers and snbjects" of the ''King of kings and 
Lord of lords;" of Him, whose "kingdom ruleth over all," 
tich and poor sdike. O may that day come quickly, when it 
shall be set up in all the nations of the earth, and be fruitful in 
righteousness and peace ! O that the day were at hand, when it 
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shall be establiiihed in the heavens *' with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory 1" 1 Pet. i. 8. May we be " made meet to be 

Sartakers of the inheritance of the saints in light!" Col. i. 12. 
lay we spend our days, and end our lives, praying and labour- 
ing for the success of the Gospel; blessing the Lord God, 
even the God of Israel, which only doeth wondrous things t 
*' Unto Him be glory in the Church, by Christ Jesus, through- 
out all ages, world without end ! Amen." Eph, iii. 21. 
• 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the occasion of this Psalm ? — Whose coming and 
kingdom does it show forth? — Who was the king and the 
king's son ? — How shall He judge the people ? — ^The mountains 
shall bring peace? — ^The simple folk? — Shall fear Thee? — A^ 
long as the sun and moon endureth ? — From the one sea to the 
other ? — Like the dust ?— ^Explain ver. 10, 1 1. — Shall the rich 
alone be blessed? — Who else? — Corn high upon the hills? — 
Shake like Libanus ? — What is a doxology ? — How is this Psalm 
concluded ? 



lEbenins Eraser. 

PSALM LXXIIL 

This and many of the following Psalms are said to have 
been written by Asaph : two persons of this name are men- 
tionedf 1 Chron. vi. 39. 2 Chron. xxix. 30. But it is 
not certain who was the author : many of them might have 
been composed by David^ and addressed or delivered to 
Asaph. The Psalm before us, like the 37th, describes the 
vain show, the short prosperity, and the miserable end of the 
wicked ; and it shows how, for want of due thought, the 
righteous may become discontented and doubtful, when they 
see the ungodly prosper. In conclusion, the Psalmist reposes 
on God, as his sure hope, here and hereafter • 



1 Truly God is loving unto 
Israel : even unto such as are of 
a clean heart. 



2 Nevertheless, my feet were 
almost gone : my treadings had 
well nigh slipt. 



14th Day.] The Seventy'thtrd Psalm, 



197 



3 And why? I was grieved 
at the wicked : I do also see the 
ungodly in such prosperity. 

4 For they are in no peril 
of death : but are lusty and 
strong. 

5 They come in no misfor- 
tune like other folk : neither 
are they plagued like other 
men. 

6 And this is the cause 
that they are so holden with 
pride : and overwhelmed with 
cruelty. 

7 Their eyes swell with fat- 
ness : and they do even what 
they lust. 

8 They corrupt other, and 
speak of wicked blasphemy ; 
their talking is against the Most 
High. 

9 For they stretch forth their 
mouth unto the heaven : and 
their tongue goeth through the 
world. 

10 Therefore fall the people 
unto them : and thereout suck 
they no small advantage. 

11 Tush, say they, how 
should God perceive it : is 
there knowledge in the Most 
High? 

12 Lo, these are the un- 
godly, these prosper in the 
world, and these have riches in 
possession : and I said. Then 
nave I cleansed my heart in 
vain, and washed mine hands in 
innocency. 

13 All the day long have I 
been punished : and chastened 
every morning. ' 

14 Yea, and I had almost 
said even as they : but lo, then 
I should have condemned the 
generation of thy children. 

15 Then thought I to under- 



stand this : but it was too hard 
for me, 

16 Until I went into the 
sanctuary of God : then under- 
stood I the end of these men ; 

17 Namely, how thou dost 
set them in slippery places : and 
castest them down, and de« 
stroyest them. 

18 O, how suddenly do they 
consume : perish, ana come to 
a fearful end ! 

19 Yea, even like as a dream 
when one awaketh : so shalt 
thou make their image to va- 
nish out of the city. 

20 Thus my heart was 
grieved : and it went even 
through my reins. 

21 So foolish was I, and ig- 
norant : even as it were a beast 
before thee. 

22 Nevertheless, I am alway 
by thee : for thou hast holden 
me by my right hand. 

23 Thou shalt guide me with 
thy counsel : and after that 
receive me with glory. 

24 "Whom have I in heaven 
but thee : and there is none 
upon earth that I desire in com- 
parison of thee. 

25 My flesh and my heart 
faileth : but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. 

26 For lo, they that forsake 
thee shall perish : thou hast 
destroyed all them that commit 
fornication against thee. 

27 But it is good for me to 
hold me fast by God, to put my 
trust in the Lord God : and to 
speak of all thy works in 
the gates of the daughter of 
Sion. 
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Ver. 2. my feet were almost gone :] From die true way 
of faith and righteousness. 

Ver. 3. / was grieved at the wicked :] Hurt and offended 
at their prosperity, which in my hasty thought I could no| 
account for. 

Ver. 4. in no peril] In no danger of death, as the 
righteous are, from persecution; they have no fear; and 
instead of heing wasted with anxiety, and sickness, and 
want, they live in healdi and plenty. 

Ver. 6. overwhelmed with cruelty.'] As if plunged into 
it, and covered with it all over. 

Ver. 7. what they lust.] Whatever they desire ; what 
their hase passions incline them to do. 

Ver. 9. their mouth unto the heaven:] They speak 
proudly and loftily, even against God Himself; against 
all that is good, in heaven and in earth. 

Ver. 10. Therefore fall the people, 8^cJ] By this means 
people are led, through weakness or fear, to favour and 
join them : "for when they speak great swelling words of 
vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through 
much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from 
them who live in error." 2 Pet. ii. 18. The unwary 
are drawn in, and therehy these wicked boasters " suck 
out** and gain for themselves great " advantage." The 
wicked are always ready to take advantage of those poor 
souls which they can ensnare and lay hold of. 

Ver. 11. say they,] Say these ungodly people. See on 
Psalm X. 12. 

Ver. 12. in vain,] To no profit, seeing that the wicked 
prosper in the world. — washed mine hands] See on Psalm 
XX vi. 6. 

Ver. 14. said even as they :] Said as they say ; rea- 
soned and talked in their foolish manner, as if there really 
was no profit in serving God. — then I should have con^ 
demned, S^c] I should have been saying, that all Thy 
holy and obedient children, from time to time, had been 
deceived and misled ; I should have betrayed their interest 
and their cause, and have exposed them to injury. 

Ver. 16. into the sanctuary] To hear and consult God's 
holy word, and inquire into the nature of His dealings 
with men. 
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Ver. 19. their ima^e'] Their vain show, their false ap» 
pearances of goodness. 

Ver. 20. was grieved ;] Ver. 3. — through my reins*'} 
Through my inmost soul : it affected me deeply. Psahn 
vii. 10. 

Fer. 21. as it were a beast'] As if I had lost my reason, 
and was governed only by my bodily passions. 

Fer, 22. Nevertheless,] Although I have been so 
ignorant and so foolish as to harbour such thoughts aa 
these, still, when ** I come to myself" and consider, I do 
know and feel the great benefit of serving Thee, for Thou 
hast always been my succour and support ; Thou wilt not 
leave me nor forsake me. 

Fer. 23. receive me with glory.'] Here and in ver. 25, 
the Psalmist clearly intimates his knowledge and expect- 
ation of a future life of eternal glory. 

Fer. 25. My fiesh and my heart faileth :] My bodily 
frame may waste and decay, and my spirit may fail ; but 
Ood will sustain me in every trial ; and afler my body has 
been brought to the dust. He will raise it again, and be my 
portion for ever. 

Fer. 26. that commit fornication against thee.] The 
Church is often represented as the wife or bride of the 
Lord. Psalm xlv. '* For thy Maker is thine husband ; the 
Lord of Hosts is His name," Isaiah liv. 5. Accordingly, 
Jle is very often called " a jealous God," watchfully look- 
ing to the faithfulness of His people, as a husband to the 
character and conduct of his wife. And therefore offences 
against God are described as acts of fornication, or adultery. 
2 Chron. xxi. 11. Matt. xii. 39. 

Fer. 27. to hold me fast] Not to be moved, what- 
ever the wicked may be, or say, or do. — daughter of Sion.J 
Psalm ix. 14. 



There is no good reason to doubt, that the Lord is always 
kind to His people, who love and serve Him ; that His dealings 
with them are full of wisdom and mercy. Yet appearances 
are sometimes against this truth; the wicked are flourish- 
ing and gay ; and the righteous mourn. But we must never 
trust to appearances ; never give way, for a moment, to any 
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doubtful or complaining thoughts ; they are utterly fake, and 
dishonourable to God. The wicked may have an air of gaiety, 
may boast of their pleasures, may " be clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and fare sumptuously every day ;" Luke xvi. 19 ; but it 
is only an image of nappiness, only a dream ; from which they 
will soon be terribly awakened, and brought to misery. We 
^hall then see that tneir wealth and prosperity were given them 
in anger, as a punishment for their hatred against God ; that 
they were *' treasuring up wrath" against the day of judgment. 
Hence we have no reason to envy : no reason to complain that 
our lot is not like theirs ; woe unto us, if it ever should be so ! 
Surely, that man has no right or reason to complain, who has 
the Almighty God for his friend and his Father — to provide for, 
protect, uphold, and comfort him — to guide him here with His 
counsel, and then to receive him to everlasting fflory. If the 
Lord is our portion, we need desire no more besides Him ; for 
He is all-sufficient ; the world and all its glory will vanish; our 
flesh and our heart will soon fail : O then let us provide for that 
awful, needful hour ; that God may then be the strength of our 
hearts, and our happiness for ever I 

QUBSTIOirS. 

To whom is God loving? — Why were the Psalmist's feet 
almost gone? — And how were they so?— In no peril? — Over- 
whelmed with cruelty ? — What they lust ? — Washed mine hands 
in innocency ? — Explain ver. 14. — How and when did he under- 
stand the case of the wicked ? — In what were they set ? — What 
were they like ?-^Through my reins ? — ^As it were a beast ? — 
The daughter of Siou ? 



PSALM LXXIV. 

The writer of this Psalm, whoever he was, laments the 
destruction of the temple ; either therefore the Psalm was 
composed long after David's time, {which is most likely,) or 
it is a prophecy of that grievous event. An appeal is made 
to God for protection, on the ground and remembrance of His 
former enemies. 



1 O God, wherefore art thou 
absent from us so long : why is 
thy wrath so hot against the 
sheep of thy pasture ? 



2 O think upon thy congre- 
gation : whom thou nast pur- 
chased, and redeemed of old. 

3 Think upon the tribe of 
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thine inheritance : and mount 
Sion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 

4 Lift up thy feet, that thou 
mayest utterly destroy every 
enemy ': which hath done evil 
in thy sanctuary. 

5 Thine adversaries roar in 
the midst of thy congrega- 
tions : and set up their banners 
for tokens. 

6 He that hewed timber afore 
out of the thick trees : was 
known to bring it to an excel- 
lent work. 

7 But now they break down 
all the carved work thereof : 
with axes and hammers. 

8 They have set fire upon 
thy holy places : and have de- 
jiled the dwelling* place of thy 
Name, even unto the ground. 

9 Yea, they said in their 
hearts. Let us make havock of 
them altogether : thus have 
they burnt up all the houses of 
God in the land. 

10 We see not our tokens ; 
ihere is not one prophet more : 
no, not one is there among us, 
that understandeth any more. 

11 O God, how long shall 
the adversary do this disho- 
nour : how long shall the 
enemy blaspheme thy Name, 
for ever ? 

12 Why withdrawest thou 
thy hand : why pluckest thou 
not thy right hand out of 
thy bosom to consume the 
enemy ? 

13 For God is my King of 
old : the help that is done upon 
earth he doeth it himself. 



14 Thou didst divide the 
sea through thy power : thou 
brakest the heads of the dragons 
in the waters. 

15 Thou smotest the heads 
of Leviathan in pieces : and 
gavest him to be meat for the 
people in the wilderness. 

16 Thou broughtest out 
fountains and waters out of 
the hard rocks : thou driedst 
up mighty waters. 

17 The day is thine, and the 
night is thine : thou hast pre- 
pared the light and the sun. 

18 Thou hast set all the bor- 
ders of the earth : thou hast 
made summer and winter. 

19 Remember this, O Lord, 
how the enemy hath rebuked : 
and how the foolish people hath 
blasphemed thy Name. 

20 O deliver not the soul of 
thy turtle-dove unto the multi- 
tude of the enemies : and for- 
get not the congregation of the 
poor for ever. 

21 Look upon the covenant : 
for all the earth is full of dark- 
ness, and cruel habitations. 

22 O let not the simple go 
away ashamed : but let the poor 
and needy give praise unto thy 
Name. 

23 Arise, O God, maintain 
thine own cause : remember 
how the foolish man blas- 
phemeth thee daily. 

24 Forget not the voice of 
thine enemies : the presump- 
tion of them that hate thee 
increaseth ever more and 
more. 



Fer. 1. absent] God is said to be absent, when He 
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does not help or deliver. Psalm x. 1. " A very present 
help in trouble." Psalm xlvi. 1; li. 11. — the sheep of 
thy pasture ?] The people of Israel were so called, 
because the Lord was their shepherd. See on Psalm 
xxiii. 1. All true Christians are now the "sheep of His 
pasture." 

Ver, 2. thy congregation ;] Thy people. — whom thou 
hast purchased,'] By the wonders which Thou hast done 
for their redemption from bondage and death. Thus the 
apostle : '* ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a 
price." 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 

Fer. S. wherein thou hast dwelty] By Thy presence in 
the ark. 

Fer. 4. lift up thy feeti"] Come speedily, and help us* 
Psalm xliv. 23. 

Fer. 5. roar] Like wild beasts.— /tor banners for tohens.] 
Their flags for signs of victory over us. 

Fer. 6. afore] The cedar-wood for the temple was pre- 
pared with great skill, and at great expense and labour. 
1 Kings v. (3 — 10. But now it is all broken and cut to 
pieces, as if it were of no value. 

Fer. 8. the dwelling-place of thy ftimie,] Thy dwelling- 
place, where Thou showest forth Thy glory, and acceptest 
the worship of men. Exod. xx. 24. Deut. xii. 5 — 7. 
1 Kings viii. 20. 

Fer. 9. they saii] The wicked enemies said, " Let us 
waste and destroy them altogether." 

Fer. 10. we see not our tokens ;] Any signs of God's 
favour, or of our deliverance. Our holy places and 
ordinances are trampled upon, and our prophets axe 
ailent. 

Fer. 11. for ever ?] Shall this outrage indeed go on for 
ever? 

Fer. 12. out of thy bosom^ As men do when they give 
a blow. Why is Thine hand still ? Why dost Thou not 
strike? 

Fer. 13.] There is no help but in Him^ who has 
always been the Almighty King and Protector of His 
people. 

Fer. 14. divide the sea] To let Thy people pass through. 
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Exod, xiv. 21, 22. — hrakest the heads of the dragons in 
the waters,^ Madest the waters to return and destroy the 
Egyptians, Exod. xiv. 26 — 31, who are here called dra- 
gons, or sea-monsters. See on Psalm xliv. 20, also Isaiah 
li. 9-11. 

Ver. 15. Leviathan] A large animal belonging to the 
waters ; here it means the crocodile, which was the most 
savage and terrible of all the animals in that country, 
living partly on the land and partly in the water; and it 
signifies Pharaoh, who was the chief of the cruel enemies 
of Israel. So that " the heads of Leviathan " may mean 
^* Pharaoh and his princes.** — for the people] Rather, 
** for the inhabitants of the wilderness,'* for the wild beasts 
which dwelt there : and which devoured the carcases of the 
Egyptians, as they were cast up on the sea-shore. But this, 
by a figure, may denote the wild people of that land, who 
stripped the dead Egyptians of their garments and orna- 
ments, and whatever was found of any value. 

Ver. 16. out of the hard rocks:] Exod. xvii. 5, 6. 
Isaiah xlviii. 21. — driedst up mighty waters.] Joshua 
iii. 13. 

Ver. 17, 18.] All the works of nature are continually 
ordered and carried on by Thy Providence. 

Ver. 20. thy turtle-dove] Thy Church and people, 
which may be compared to a dove ; timid, defenceless, and 
mournful. 

Ver. 21. look upon the covenant :] Which Thou madest 
with Thy people, to bless them in the land of Canaan, and 
to make them partakers of the covenant which Thou madest 
with their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.- Levit. 
xxvi. 40—42. Deut. xxx. 1 — \0.—full of darkness] Of 
dark places, holes, and caverns, where cruel people dwell, 
with intent to rob and plunder. 

Ver. 22. the simple] The meek and oppressed. 

Ver. 24. the presumption] The proud daring and 
violence. 



K 6 



204 The SeveiUif-fourih Psalm. [14th Day! 

It is sad and distressing for the people of God to heboid tbe 
wicked in tbe exercise of their ungodly power ; insulting the 
worshippers and worsbip of their Lord, casting dishonour upon 
tbeir holy religion, and ready to defile and destroy the House 
of God itself, 'llie Almighty permits such evils, on account of 
the unholiness and disobedience of His professing people, of 
the *' sheep of His pasture." Let us beware of assisting to 
bring these evils upon our Church and nation, by our own un« 
faithfulness and sins. Let us serve God with all our heart and 
sool ; and then, whatever troubles may come upon the Cburch» 
tbey can do no real harm to ourselves ; we shall be happ'dy de- 
livered from them all, in this life or the life to come. And we 
sball thus be in the favoured condition to implore tbe Lord's 
mercy on behalf of His boly cause and people : to beseech Him to 
remember His wonders of old ; to plead before Him the gracious 
covenant and promise of blessings to His Church ; the cove* 
nant of grace through a merciful Redeemer, which has been 
confirmed by such wonderful works, by the resurrection and 
ascension of a crucified Saviour, and tbe gifts of the Holy 
Spirit The Lord is pleased to be reminded, as it were, of His 
past mercies ; it shows the faith and dependence of His humble 
servants. Let us " pray without ceasing." 1 Thess. v. 17. 
We may do more by our prayers, than the mightiest by their 
weapons : the poor may do as much as the rich ; and more, if 
they be " poorer in spirit." And the Lord of Providence and of 
Grace will hear our prayers, and will certainly answer them, at 
His own appointed time, and in His own appointed way. 

QUESTIONS. 

When is God said to be absent? — The sheep of Thy pasture ? 
—Whom thou hast purchased ? — ^Wherein Thou hast dwelt ?— 
Lift up Thy feet ? — The adversaries roar ? — ^Their banners for 
tokens? — Explain ver. 6, 7. — Make havock? — ^We see not our 
tokens? — Out of thy bosom? — Explain ver. 14 — 16. — ^Thy 
turtle-dove ? — The covenant ? — Full of darkness ? — ^The simple ? 
— ^The presumption ? — What do we learn from this Psalm ? 
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THE FIFTEENTH DAY. 



iStotntng Eraser* 



PSALM LXXV. 



The duty both of rulers and people is to thank God for all 

prosperity^ and depend upon Him as the Governor of the 

tcorld, God hath prepared a cup of vengeance for the 

toicked, and the righteous shall be blessed and exalted. 

These things form the subject of this Psalm, 



1 Unto tbee^ O God, do we 
give thanks : yea, unto thee 
do we give thanks. 

2 Thy name also is so nigh : 
and that do thy wondrous works 
declare. 

3 When I receive the con- 
gregation : I shall judge ac- 
cording unto right. 

4 The earth is weak, and all 
the inhabiters thereof : I bear 
up the pillars of it. 

5 I said unto the fools, Deal 
pot so madly : and to the un- 
godly. Set not up your hern. 

6 Set not up your bom on 
bigb : and speak not with a 
stiff neck. 

7 For promotion cometb 
neither from the east nor from 



the west : nor yet from the 
south. 

8 And why? God is the 
Judge : he puttetb down one, 
and setteth up another. 

9 For in the hand of the 
Lord there is a cup, and the 
wine is red : it is full mixed, and 
he poureth out of the same. 

10 As for the dregs thereof : 
all the ungodly of the earth 
shall drink them, and suck 
them out. 

11 But I will talk of the God 
of Jacob : and praise him for 
ever. 

12 All the horns of the un- 
godly also will I break : and 
the horns of the righteous shall 
be exalted. 



Fer. 1, 2.] These first two verses are spoken in the 
name of the people, addressing their praise to God for His 
mercies ; ver. 3, 4, are spoken, either in the name of the 
Lord Himself, in answer to this address, or in the name of 
the king of Israel. 

Fer. 2. thy Name also is so nigh ;] Thou art so near ; 
having *' come amongst us, and with great might succoured 
us," Psalm xlvi. !• 
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Fer, 4. / bear up the pillars of itJ] I support it : cer- 
tainly this language properly applies to God, 1 Sam. ii. 8. 
I the Lord, who made the pillars of the earth, can alone 
" bear them up." But some think that " the pillars of the 
earth" mean the foundation of good government, Psalm 
xi. 3, of which the king here spoken of (whether David or 
some other) was the chief support, 

Ver, 5. set not up your horn.~\ Boast not of your power* 
The horn being the defence of some animals, was used as 
a sign or emblem of power. Psalm xviii, 1. 

Ver. 6. with a stiff neck,^ Wantonly and obstinately, 
like an animal that will not submit its neck to the yoke, 
Exod, xxxii. Having spoken of the horn, the Psalmist 
naturally makes mention of the neck. 

Ver, 7, promotion^ Blessing and success, — neither from 
the east, ^c] From no earthly quarter, but from God 
alone. 

Fer, 8, he putteth down one and setteth up another,'] 
1 Sam, ii, 7. 

Fer, 9, there is a cup,] Of wrath and vengeance, Psalm 
xi. 7. — the wine is red :] That is, strong ; the stronger 
wine was of a deeper colour, — it is full mixed,'] They used 
to mix the wine with drugs, to make it stronger ; and fre- 
quently its effects were such as to drive people almost to 
fury and madness: the cup of wine, so mixed, is often 
made to represent the pouring out of God's anger upon 
the wicked, and it is called ** the cup of His fury," Isa. \u 
17, 21, 22, 

Fer. 10. the dregs] That which settled at the bottom 
of the cup, which would be the bitterest and strongest part 
of the mixture. The ungodly shall drink it up, even to 
the last drop ; they shall be punished to the uttermost. 

Fer, 12. all the horns] See on ver. 5. 



1 



Whenever we ourselves are prospered in any way, whenever 
we hear of any good befalling our friends or neighbours^ let us 
always be sure immediately to lift up our hearts to the God of 
all blessing ; to H.im, who is the maker and supporter of the 
pillars of the world, who ordereth all things both in heaven 
and earth: *' Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above^ and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 
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ia DO variablenefifi, neither shadow of turning." James i. 17. 
And none can prosper finally, who do not submit to Him and 
serve Him. They may think highly, as many do, of their own 
judgment and ability ; and thev may be suffered to succeed in 
some of their earthly schemes ; but in the end, it is quite cer- 
tain, that every unrepenting sinner will be brought to ruin, and 
will be compelled to drink the cup of the Lord's fury, yea, 
** the very dregs of the cup of trembling." Isa. li. 17. But 
while the horns of the wicked shall be broken, while they shall 
be stripped of all their gain, and all their pleasure, and be abased 
with shame in the dust, the righteous shall be exalted with 
everlasting honour ; shall " talk of the God of Jacob," their 
blessed Lord and Saviour, their Almighty Redeemer and King, 
^nd " praise His name for ever.'' Amen. 

QUESTIONS. 

Unto whom do we give thanks ?— And why? — ^Thy name is 
nigh ? — How is that declared ? — I bear up the pillars of it ? — 
Set not up your horn ? — Speak not with a stiff neck ? — Promo- 
tion ? — Cometh not from whence ? — From whom does it come i 
— Explain ver. 9, 10. — ^What will be done to the ungodly? — 
What to the righteous ? 



PSALM LXXVL 

A thanks(/iving Psalm after some great victory ; probably 
referring to the deliverance from Sennacherib and his army. 
2 Kings xix. Isa. xxxvi. xxxvii. 



1 In Jewry is God known : 
his Name is great in Israel. 

2 At Salem is his taberna- 
cle : and his dwelling in Sion. 

3 There brake he the ar- 
rows of the bow : the shield, 
the sword, and the battle. 

4 Thou art of more honour 
and might : than the hills of 
the robbers. 

5 The proud are robbed, they 
have slept their sleep : and 
all the men whose hands were 
mighty have found nothing. 

6 At thy rebuke, O God of 



Jacob : both the chariot and 
horse are iiallen. 

7 Thou, even thou, art to 
be feared : and who may stand 
in thy sight when thou art 
angry? 

8 Thou didst cause thy 
judgement to be heard from 
heaven : the earth trembled, 
and was still, 

9 When God arose to judge- 
ment : and to help all the meek 
upon earth. 

10 The fierceness of man 
shall turn to thy praise : and 
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the fierceness of tbemshaltthoa bring presents mito him that 
refrain. ooght to be feared. 

11 Promise unto the Lord 
your God, and keep it, all ye 
that are round about him : 



12 He shall refrain the spuiC 
of princes : and is wondafol 
among the kings of the earth. 



Ver. 1. In Jewry'] In Judah, in Judea, the land of the 
Jews. — His name'] His power and excellency. 

Ver. 2, Salerri] Jerusalem. 

Ver. 3. there brake he, S^cJ] He took away the power of 
the enemy, and conquered them, as if He had broken 
in pieces their bows and arrows, and other weapons. 

Ver. 4. of more honour and might :] Thou, O Sion, 
(or, Thou, O God, who dwellest in Sion,) art mightier 
than all the strong hills and places of the enemy, from 
which they come forth to ravage and rob Thy people, and 
to which they carry their prey. 

Ver. 5. the proud are robbed^ The proud foes have had 
their strength taken from them. — slept their sleep :] This 
expression agrees well with the circumstances under which. 
Sennacherib's army was destroyed : a hundred and eighty- 
five thousand of them perished in their sleep. " And it 
came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went 
out and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred 
fourscore and five thousand (a hundred thousand and 
eighty-five thousand): and when they (the children of 
Israel) arose in the morning, behold they (the enemy's; 
army) were all dead corpses," 2 Kings xix. 35. Isa. 
xxxvii. 36. 

Ver, 10. the fierceness of man] The rage of man, when 
Thou hast refrained, (when Thou hast stopped and destroyed 
it,) shall turn to Thy honour, and call forth the praises of 
Thy people. 

Ver, 11. bring presents] Bring your grateful offerings. — 
to be feared.] Worshipped and served. 

Ver. 12. shall refrain, ^c,] Shall have them in His-, 
power ; shall order their unruly wills as He pleases. 



When we consider the power and justice of God, we may 
well say, *" Thou, even Thou, art to be feared ; '* and when we- 
consider His mercy and goodness, we may well say, " Thou, 
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even Thou, art to be loved." We see, even in this world, the 
inreat advantage of loving and fearing God : we see how His 
friends and worshippers and servants are blessed, if not with 
outward prosperity, yet with inward joy and peace ; and we see 
how his enemies are recompensed, sometimes by sad troubles 
without, always by wretchedness within : but this righteous 
dealing of God will be seen far more clearly and awfully on the 
judgment day ; then will the Judge receive and welcome His 
people. But who " will stand in His sight, if He is angry" with 
them on that day ? Their time for ssdvation will be past, and 
gone ; they despised the blessed Jesus, the Almighty Redeemer 
and Saviour— and there is no other: they trampled on His 
mercy, and nothuig can remain for them but wrath. " I say 
unto you, my friends. Be not afraid of them that kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they can do. But I will fore- 
warn you whom ye shall fear : Fear Him which after He hath 
killed, hath power to cast into hell: yea, I say unto you. Fear 
Him." Luke zii. 4, 5« 



QUESTIONS. 



In Jewry?— At Salem? — ^There brake He, &c. ?— Explain 
ver. 4, 5, 6. — ^To be feared? — The fierceness of man? — How 
shall it turn to God's praise ? — Refrain ?— Bring presents ? — He 
shall refrain the spirit of princes ? 



PSALM LXXVII. 

The severe trial of the Psalmist under affliction is de^ 
scribed, with the means to which he had recourse for relief 
hy rememberinff God^s past mercies to His people. 



1 I will cry unto God with 
my voice : even unto God will 
I cry with my voice, and he 
shall hearken unto me. 

2 In the time of my trouble 
I sought the Lord : my sore 
ran, and ceased not in the night 
season ; my soul refused com- 
fort. 

3 When I am in heaviness, 
I will think upon God : when 
my heart is vexed, I will com- 
plain. 

4 Thou holdest mine eyes 



waking : I am so feeble, that 
I cannot speak. 

5 I have considered the days 
of old : and the years that are 
past. 

6 I call to remembrance my 
song : and in the night I com- 
mune with mine own heart, 
and search out my spirits. 

7 Will the Lord absent him- 
self for ever : and will he be 
no more intreated ? 

8 Is his mercy clean gone 
for ever : and is his promise 
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come utterly to an end for ever- 
iDore ? 

9 Hath God forgotten to he 
gradoos : and will he shut up 
ids loying4dndne88 in diaplea- 
eure? 

10 And I said. It is mine 
own infirmity : but I will re- 
member the years of the right 
hand of the most Highest. 

11 I will remember the works 
of the Lord : and call to mind 
thy wonders of old time. 

12 I will think also of all 
thy works : and my talking 
flhall be of thy doings. 

13 Thy way, O God, is holy : 
who is 80 great a God as our 
God? 

14 Thou art the God that 
doeth wonders : and hast de- 
clared thy power among the 
people. 



15 Thou hast mightily deli* 
vered thy people : even th« 
sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw thee, O 
God, the waters saw thee, and 
were afraid : the depths alss 
were troubled. 

17 The clouds 7>oured out 
water, the air thundered : and 
thine arrows went abroad. 

18 The Toice of thy thunder 
was heard round about : the 
lightnings shone upon the 
ground ; the earth was moved» 
and shook withal. 

19 Thy way is in the sea, 
and thy paths in the great 
waters : imd thy footsteps are 
not known. 

20 Thou leddest thv people 
like sheep : by the nand of 
Moses and Aaron. 



Fer, 2. my sore ran^'] My grief continued ; the troubles 
of the mind and spirit being often represented by disorders 
of the body, Psalm vi. 2. — ceased not in the night season f\ 
It was constant ; I had no relief. 

Ver. 6. my song:'] Which I formerly composed in 
memory of Thy mercies. — in the night I commune'] Psaim 
iv. 4. — search out my spirits.] ** My spirit made diligent 
search." Bible Version. In my deep distress and com- 
plaining, I pondered and inquired widi myself, and said, 
** Will the Lord absent Himself for ever ?" See ver. 7, 8, 9. 

Ver. 10. mine own infirmity :] My soul answered, " It 
is my own weakness ; " all these doubtful questions arise 
from my weak faith. — the years of the right hand] The 
times when God lifted up His right hand, showed His great 
strength to deliver His people. 

Ver. 14 — 20.] The wonders here spoken of are those 
"wrought in Egypt, for Israel's deliverance ; and they are 
continually made mention of as a ground of hope and trust 
in God for future blessings. In like manner, our deliver- 
ance from the bondage of sin, by the death and resurrec- 
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tion of Christ, may always be regarded by the true believer 
as the token and pledge of God's unchanging favour : 
** He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us 
all things V* Mom. viii. 32. 

Ver. 16. the waters saw thee, <^c.] The sea is here 
very finely represented as endued with sense and percep- 
tion ; the waters were thoroughly obedient, as if they could 
«ee or feel the Godhead present. 

Ver, 17. Thine arrows'] The lightning and thunder- 
bolts. This verse may explain the expressions in Exod, 
xiv. 24, where it is said that the Lord troubled the Egyp- 
tians, and took off their chariot wheels, and foi^ht for 
Israel. 

Ver, 19. Thy way is in the aea,] As thou didst lead 
Thy people through the sea; and there was afterwards no 
tracing of the path which Thy presence opened for them, 
so art thou wonderful in all the dealings of Thy Pro- 
vidence and grace, so is there no tracing of the wisdom of 
Thy doing) and so dost Thou deliver us in a wonderful 
and unlooked-for and unlikely way. " O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how 
tinsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding 
out ! " Rom. xi. 33. 

Ver, 20. like sheep :] As a shepherd does his flock. It 
was in fact, " the good Shepherd," the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the people were thus led. Isa, xl. 9 — 11. John 
X. 11 — 14. ** Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to day, 
and for ever" — "that great Shepherd of the sheep." 
Heh, xiii. 8. 20. 



Whenever the wicked enemy of our souls would tempt us, 
under sore trials, to despair, or to charge the Lord with hard 
dealing towards us, let us immediately betake ourselves to 
prayer ; let us ** cry unto God with our voice ; even unto God 
with our voice," and beg Him to give us a lively sense of His 
sure and unchangeable mercy to all His people. Every fear and 
every complaint, in the bosom of His true servants, arises from 
the weakness of their faith, from their want of due confidence 
in Him : " Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith ? " Matt. 
viii. 26. On all such occasions, therefore, let us pray, as the 
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Apostles did» *^ Lord, iDcrease oiy faith/' Lsi^ xviL 5. Let ns 
also make dilip:eDt search^ and see if there be any way of wicked* 
ness, for which the Lord is afflicting ns ; that so we may be 
corrected and amended ; that our rebellions spirit may be ham« 
bled to repentance; that we may "be in subjection to the 
Father of spirits^ and live." Heh, xii. 9- Thus will our trouble 
*' turn to onr profit :" and the God of mercy, who has all along 
been with ns and with our fathers, will be with us still. "The 
lovmg kindness of God towards Israel did not stop at the Red 
Sea, but He conducted His chosen flock, by the guidance of 
faithful pastors, through all the perils of the wilderness, to the 
land of promise. We likewise, through Thy mercy, O blessed 
Lord Jesus, have (as it were) passed the Red Sea at oar bap- 
tism; and are now journeying in the wilderness. Give us 
those meek and lowly and teachable dispositions, which become 
the sheep of Thy pasture; set over us skilful and watchful 
shepherds ; and be Thou ever both with them and with us : 
until, having surmounted all difficulties and dangers, led by 
Thy grace and supported by Thy providence, we all come, in 
perfect safetv, to the land of everlasting rest ; there to live with 
Thee, one mid under one shepherd, world without end.'' — 
{fiiihop Home.) 

QUESTIONS. 

When did the Psalmist cry unto God ?-r-What did he do when 
in heaviness ? — In the night I commune ? — What did he say in 
his complaint (ver. 7y S, 9) ? — And to what was his complaint 
owing ? — The years of the right hand ? — ^The waters saw Thee, 
&c. ? — Thine arrows ? — ^Thy way is in the sea, &c. ? — What does 
this Psalm teach us to do, in time of affliction ? 



iEbentng Eraser. 

PSALM LXXVIII. 



Here are recorded many of the wonders which God wrought 
for unthanJcful Israel, from the time when they were about to 
leave Egypt to the reign of David. 

1 Hear my law, O my peo- 3 Which we have heard and 
pie : incline your ears unto the known : and such as our fa- 
words of ray mouth. thers have told us ; 

2 I will open my mouth in a .4 That we should not hide 
parable : I will declare hard them from the children of the 
sentences of old ; generations to come : but to 
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show the honour of the Lord, 
his mighty and wonderful 
works that he hath done. 

5 He made a covenant with 
Jacob) and gave Israel a law : 
which he commanded our 
forefathers to teach their chil- 
dren; 

6 That their posterity might 
know it : and the children 
which were yet unborn. 

7 To the intent that when 
they came up : they might show 
their children the same ; 

8 That they might put their 
trust in God : and not to forget 
the works of God, but to keep 
his commandments; 

9 And not to be as their fore- 
fathers, a faithless and stubborn 
generation : a generation that 
set not their heart aright, and 
whose spirit cleaveth not sted- 
fastly unto God ; 

10 Like as the children of 
Ephraim : who being harness- 
eo, and carrying bows, turned 
themselves back in the day of 
battle. 

1 1 They kept not the cove- 
nant of God : and would not 
walk in his law ; 

12 But forgat what he had 
done : and the wonderful works 
that he had showed for them. 

13 Marvellous things did he 
in the sight of our forefathers, 
in the land of Egypt : even in 
the field of Zoan. 
. 14 He divided the sea, and 
let them go through : he made 
the waters to stand on an 
Leap. 

. 15 In the day-time also he 
led them with a cloud : and all 
the night through with a light 
of fire. 



16 He clave the hard rocks 
in the wilderness : and gave 
them drink thereof, as it had 
been out of the great depth. 

17 He brought waters out of 
the stony rock : so that it gush^* 
ed out like the rivers. 

18 Yet for all this they sin- 
ned more against him : and 
provoked the Most Highest in 
the wilderness. 

1 9 They tempted God in their 
hearts : and required meat for 
their lust. 

20 They spake against God 
also, saying : Shall God prepare 
a table in the wilderness ? 

21 He smote the stony rock 
indeed, that the water gushed 
out, and the streams flowed 
withal : but can he give bread 
also, or provide flesh for hia 
people ? 

22 When the Lord heard 
this, he was wroth : so the fire 
was kindled in Jacob, and there 
came up heavy displeasure 
against Israel; 

23 Because they believed not 
in God : and put not their trust 
in his help. 

24 So he commanded the 
clouds above : and opened the 
doors of heaven. 

25 He rained down manna 
also upon them for to eat : and 
gave them food from heaven. 

26 So man did eat angels' 
food : for he sent them meat 
enough. 

27 He caused the east wind 
to blow under heaven : and 
through his power he brought 
in the south«west wind. 

28 Herained flesh upon them 
as thick as dust : and feathered 
fowls Uke as the sand of the sea^ 
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29 He let it fall among their 
tentB : even loond about their 
habitation.. 

30 So they did eat, and were 
well filled; for he gave them 
their own desire : they were 
not disappointed of their luat. 

31 But while the meat was 
yet in their mouths, the heavy 
wrath of God came upon them, 
and dew the wealthiest of 
them : yea, and smote down 
the chosen men that were in 
Israel. 

32 But for all this they sin- 
ned yet more : and believed not 
his wondrous works. 

33 Therefore tiieir days did 
he consume in vanity : and 
their years in trouble. 

34 When he slew them, they 
sought him : and turned them 
early, and enquired after God. 

35 And they rememllered 
that God was their strength : 
and that the high God was their 
Redeemer. 

36 Nevertheless, they did but 
flatter him with their mouth : 
and dissembled with him in 
their tongue. 

37 For their heart was not 
whole with him : neither con- 
tinued they stedfast in his co- 
venant. 

38 But he was so merciful, 
that he forgave their misdeeds : 
and destroyed them not. 

39 Yea, many a time turned 
he his wrath away : and would 
not suffer his whole displeasure 
to arise. 

40 For he considered that 
they were but flesh : and that 
they were even a wind that 
passeth away, and cometh not 



41 Many a time did they pro- 
voke him in the wilderness : 
and gneved him in the desert. 

42 They turned back, and 
tempted God : and moved the 
Holy One in Israel. 

43 They thought not of hie 
hand : ana of the day when he 
delivered them from the hand 
of the enemy ; 

44 How he had wrought his 
miracles in ^^t : and his 
wonders in the field of Zoan. 

45 He turned their waters 
into blood r so that they might 
not drink of the rivers. 

46 He sent lice among them, 
and devoured them up : and 
frogs to destroy them. 

47 He gave their fruit unto 
the caterpillar : and their labour 
unto the grasshopper. 

4B He destroyed their vines 
with hailstones : and their mul- 
berry trees with the frost. 

49 He smote their cattle also 
with hailstones : and their flocks 
with hot diunder-bolts. 

50 He cast upon them the 
furiousness of his wrath, anger, 
displeasure, and trouble : and 
sent evil angels- among them. 

51 He made a way to his 
indignation, and spared not 
their soul from death : but 
gave their life over to the pes- 
tilence ; 

52 And smote all the first- 
bom in Egypt : the most prin- 
cipal and mightiest in the 
dwellings of Ham. 

53 But as for his own people, 
he led them forth like sheep : 
and carried them in the wUder- 
ness like a flock. 

54 He brought them out 
safely^ that they should not 
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fear : and overwhelmed their 
enemies with the sea. 

55 And broucht them within 
the borders of his sanctuary : 
even to his mountain which 
he purchased with his right 
hand. 

56 He cast out the heathen 
also before them : caused their 
land to be divided among them 
for an heritage, and made the 
tribes of Israel to dwell in their 
tents. 

57 So they tempted and dis- 
pleased the most high God : 
and kept not his testimonies ; 

58 But turned their backs, 
and fell away like their fore- 
fathers : starting aside like a 
broken bow. 

59 For they grieved him 
with their hill- altars : and pro- 
voked him to difipleaaure with 
their images. 

60 When God heard this, 
he was wroth : and took sore 
displeasure at Israel. 

61 So that he forsook the 
tabernacle in Silo : even the 
tent that he had pitched among 
men. 

62 He delivered their power 
into captivity : and their beauty 
into this enemy's hand. 

63 He gave his people over 
also unto the sword : and was 
wroth with his inheritance. 



64 The fire consumed their 
young men : and their maidena 
were not given to marriage. 

65 Their priests were slain 
with the sword : and there 
were no widows to make la- 
mentation. 

^Q So the Lord awaked as> 
one out of sleep : and like a 
giant refreshed with wine. 

67 He smote his enemies in 
the hinder parts : and put them 
to a perpetual shame. 

68 He refused the tabernacle 
of Joseph : and chose not the 
tribe of Ephraim ; 

69 But chose the tribe of 
Judah : even the hill of Sion 
which he loved. 

70 And there he built his 
temple on high : and laid the 
foundation of it like the 
ground which he hath made 
continually. 

71 He chose David also his 
servant : and took him away 
from the sheepfolds. 

72 As he was following the 
ewes great with young ones 
he took him : that he might 
feed Jacob his people, and 
Israel his inheritance. 

73 So he fed them with a 
faithful and true heart : and 
ruled them prudently with all 
his power. 



Ver. 1. my lawy"] My instruction. 

Ver, 2. in a parable ;] In lessons taken from the ex- 
ample and history of Israel. — hard sentences of old;'^ 
Which have been handed down ficom old times, and have 
not been properly considered or understood. This verse 
is applied to the circumstance of our Lord teaching by 
parables. Matt, xiii. 34, 35. 



216 The Sevenly-eighth Psalm. [I5th Day. 

Ver. 5. a covenant] Psalm Ixxiv. 21. — their children ;] 
Gen, xviii. 19. 

Ver. 6. their posterity] Their children's children, all 
their race or descendants. 

Fer. 10. Like as the children of Ephraim :] We do not 
find any account of the tribe of Ephraim in particular 
behaving ill at this time ; perhaps, therefore, it may mean 
Israel in general, one tribe being put for all ; or it may 
allude to some occasion on which the Ephraimites, though 
not mentioned, were more cowardly than the rest ; as in 
Deiit. i. 42—46. — harnessed,] " Armed," Bib. Vers. Clad 
in armour, like a horse in harness. 

Fer. 13. Zoan.] A chief city in Egypt. 

Fer, 14 — 17.] Exod. xiii.— xvii. Numb, xx. 8 — 13. 
Deut. viii. ix. 

Fer. 17. out of the stony rock :] Which rock represented 
Christ, 1 Cor. x. 4, who was smitten for the life of His 
people, and is the Rock of eternal ages. The water coming 
from ^e Rock, and *' following the Israelites as they 
journeyed through the wilderness, being an emblem of the 
pouring out and the influence of the Holy Spirit, which 
accompanies the people of God in their journey through 
the wilderness of life." 

Fer. 18 — 31.] Read the history in the chapters of Exodus 
above referred to, and in Numb. xi. 

Fer. 19. their lust.] Their ungodly desire and appetite. 

Fer. 20. prepare a table] Provide food. 

Fer. 25. manna] A sign of Christ, who is the true 
bread. John vi. 31 — 35. 48 — 51. 

Fer. 26. angels^ food :] So called, say some, as having 
been brought from heaven by angels. But the true sense 
may be, So man did eat '' the bread of the mighty ;" f . e« 
bread fit to support the mightiest and greatest of men. 
(^Bible Fersion, marg.) 

Fer. 30. of their lust.] Ver. 19. 

Fer. 31. the wealthiest] The strongest: wealth often 
signifies well-being. Psalm Ixix. 23. 

Fer. 33. in vanity — in trouble.] They wandered up and 
down the wilderness in vain, never reaching Canaan. Deut. 
ii. 14—16. 
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Ver. 34 — 42.] " Let favour be showed to the wicked, 
yet will he not learn righteousness." Isa. xxvi. 8 — 11. See 
Numb. xvi. xx. xxi. xxv. 

Ver. 35. their Redeemer,'] Their deliverer from trouble 
and danger. 

Ver. 36. dissembled] Pretended, concealed the truth ; 
said what they did not mean. 

Ver. 40. but flesh :] But mortal ; soon dying, and then 
their day of trial over ; so He spared them in mercy, to se6 
if " His goodness would lead them to repentance.'* Rom, 
ii. 4. 

Ver. 42. tempted God :] Tried whether He would punish 
them again: thus abusing His mercy and daring His 
wrath. 

Ver. 43. his hand :] His power. 
, Ver. 45 — 55.] Exod. vii. — ^xiv. 

Ver. 47. unto the grasshopper.] " Unto the locust." 
Bible Version. 

Ver. 50. evil angels] The word " angel " means mes" 
senger : and some think that *^ evil angels " only means 
messengers of evil : but it may signify evil spirits, which 
God might permit to plague and punish them. When God 
suffers a thing to come, He is said to send it. Judg. 
ix. 23. 

Ver. 51. a wag to his indignation,] A means of execut- 
ing His righteous judgment. 

Ver. 52. Ham.] He was one of the three sons of Noah, 
and from him came the Egyptians. Gen. x. 1. 6. "And 
the sons of Ham (were) Cush and Mizraim," &c. Mizraim 
was the Hebrew name for Egypt. 

Ver. 55.] See on Psalm Ixxvii. 20. 

Ver. 55. of his sanctuary :] Of His holy land ; in which 
His sanctuary, or place of worship, was to be set up. — his 
mountain] Sion, which David took in the strength of the 
Lord, 2 Sam, v. 6, 7$ and which God is therefore said to 
have " purchased " or obtained by His power. 

Ver. 56 — 60.] See the books of Joshua and Judges, and 
1 Sam. i. — iv. 

Ver. 56. their land] The land of the heathen. — an 
heritage,] Or possession. 

Ver. 57. theg tempted] Ver. 42. 

L 
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Ver* 58. like a broken how J] That will not cany an 
arrow to the niark» and so deceives and disappoints the 
shooter. 

Ver, 59. their hiUr-aliars :] The altars which they raised 
for idol-worship, upon hills or high places. — their images^ 
Their graven images or idok.. 

Ver. 60, heard /Aw,] Perceived this. 

Ver, 61. »» Silo ;] In Shiloh, where the ark resided ; 
and from whence God suffered it to be taken, and to faU 
into the hmids of the Philistines. 1 S€an. i. 3 ; iv. 3 — 11. 

Ver. 62. their power — their beauty^ That which was 
their power and glory, namely, the ark (1 Sam, iv. 21), a» 
taken captive, was made prisoner. 

Ver. 64. The fire"] The flames of war, the fire and fiiry 
of God's anger. Deut. xxidi. 22 — 25. 

Ver. 65. Their priests — no widows] 1 Sam. iv. 17. 19, 20.. 

Ver. 67.] See 1 Sam. v. vL 1 — 11* 

Ver. 68. He refused the tabernacle of Joseph :] The 
ark^ ai^r its return, went no more to Shiloh, which was 
in the tribe of '* Ephraim," the son of "Joseph," bat was 
brought first to Kiijath-jeazim, (1 San, vL 24,) a city of 
the tribe of Judah ; and from thence, after a short stay in 
the house of Obed-edom, to Mount ^bn (1 Chron* xv. xvL) 
the " chosen hill." 

Ver. 70. buik his ten^U] By the hands of SokHnon, 
(1 Kings vi.) which was not moveable like die tabernacle 
in the wilderness, but fixed '^ continually " and firm ** like 
the ground." 

Ver, 71. the sheepfolds,'] 1 Sam, xvii. 15. 2 Sam. vii. 8» 
David was thus a remarkable type, or pattern, of Chnst, 
" the good Shepherd." 

Ver. 72. feed Jacob—^and Israel] The children of 
Jacob and IsraeL He was taken ham feeding sheep, t» 
&ed the flock of God ; aa the apostles were taken fipooft 
their trade of fishing, to be " fishers of men." Matt. iv.l9» 
Lowliness of station is no hindrance to God's favour ; 
** whosoever hath, to him shall be given^ and he shall have 
more abundantly." Matt. xiii. 12. These three last verses 
show the great excellency of David's character bodi as a 
man and a king. 
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Who ean read without godly sorrow and righteoas indigna- 
tion, th« account of Israel** ungrateful, wicked, and rebellious 
behaviour towards the God of mercy and goodness, as largely 
set forth in this Psalm ? — How sad a picture does it present to 
us of the weakness and sinfulness of fallen man ! And yet the 
lostory of Israel does but too truly describe the character of 
other Churches. Ijock at our own Church ; look at the spiri- 
tual condition of this land, in which the purest form of rehgion 
has been established ; upon which God has bestowed His most 
precious gifts and blessings; the purest ordinances and best 
means of worship ; look at this land, through which the Holy 
Bihlfi has been preached and spread, from east to west, from 
north to south ; to the palaces of the wealthy and the cottages 
of the poor. Consider these great blessings, these rich and ma- 
nifold means of grace> and then turn your eyes to the characters 
and hves of the people of this land ; and behold by far the 
greater number of them, without any feeling whatever of grate- 
ful love, without any true sense of religion, lost and " dead in 
trespasses and sins," living in open rebellion against their 
gracious God and Saviour. Oh I well may it fill our hearts with 
sorrow, and our eyes with tears, especially when we think what 
must become of the souls of such people when they die ! But 
let us look to ourselves, and see that we be not of this unhappy 
number of thoughtless and ungodly beings. Are we duly 
thankful for the great and continual mercies of our God ? for 
om* health and strength, our food and raiment ? for '* the bread 
of life," Christ Jesus our Lord and Redeemer ? for the Holy 
Spirit, the " well of water springing up into everlasting life ? " 
John iv. 14. For having been made at our baptism ''members 
of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaiven i" ior the Holy Word of God } far our Holy Church, 
our holy worship, and all the holy instruction we have received i 
" for all the means of grace, ana hopes of glory ?" and are we 
daily using all these means, with constant prayer and diligence ; 
remembering the account we must one day give, *' like unto 
men that wut for their Lord }*' Luke zii. 36. These things 
were '* promised and vowed " in our name ; and most of us 
hare taken the promise and vow upon ourselves : have we kept 
it ? are we keeping it faithfully ? Or are we, like Israel, forget- 
ful, and failing, and fallen away ? Certain it is, that if we are 
like Israel, in our character and conduct, we shall be like Israel 
in our end — cast away by God. O let us " watch and pray,** 
strive and labour, that Cxod's great mercies to us may not have 
l>een shown in vara, may not increase our condemnation ; that 
we may '' adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things." 
T%t. h. 10. That we may '* walk in all the commandments and 
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ordinances of the Lord hlameless/' Luke L 6. For " how shall 
we escape, if we n^lect so great salvation V* Heb, iU 3. 



QUESTIOIfS. 

In a parable ? — Hard sentences of old ? — ^Posterity ? — Being 
harnessed? — Zoan? — Prepare a table? — ^The rock smitten by 
Moses, of what was it an emblem or type? — ^The fire was 
kindled in Jacob ? — Manna, of what was that a sign? — Angels' 
food? — ^Not disappointed of their lust? — The wealthiest? — 
Explain verse 33. — ^Tbeir Redeemer ? — Dissembled ? — ^They were 
but flesh ? — Evil angels ?— Who was Ham ? — Within the borders 
of His sanctuary ? — To His mountain ? — Which He purchased ? 
<^Like a broken bow? — HiU-altars? — Images? — Forsook the 
tabernacle in Silo ? — ^Tbeir power into captivity, &c. ? — Explain 
ver. 68, 69j 70. — What is the character here given of David ? — 
How was he in this instance a type of Christ ? 



THE SIXTEENTH DAY. 
Uttorning ^ragen 



PSALM LXXIX. 



This Psalm, like the Ixxivth, relates to the injuries done 
to the city and jpeople of God, and to the proud boasting of 
the enemy. 



1 O God, the heathen are 
come into thine inheritance : 
thy holy temple have they de- 
filed, and made Jerusalem an 
heap of stones. 

2 The dead bodies of thy 
servants have they given to be 
ineat unto the fowls of the air : 
and the flesh of thy saints unto 
the beasts of the land. 

3 Their blood have they shed 
like water on every side of Je- 



rusalem : and there was no 
man to bury them. 

4 We are become an open 
shame to our enemies : a 
very scorn and derision unto 
them that are round about 
us. 

5 Lord, how long wilt thou 
be angry : shall thy jealousy 
bum like fire for ever ? 

6 Pour out thine indignation 
upon the heathen that have not 
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known thee : and upon the 
kingdoms that have not called 
upon thy name. 

7 For tbey have devoured 
Jacoh : and laid waste his 
dwelling-place. 

8 O remember not our old 
sins ; but have mercy upon us, 
and that soon : for we are come 
to great misery. 

9 Help xa, O God of our 
salvation, for the glory of thy 
name : O deliver us, and be 
merciful unto our sins, for thy 
name's sake. 

10 Wherefore do the heathen 
say : Where is now their God ? 

11 O let the vengeance of 
thy servants' blood that is 



shed : be openly showed upon 
the heathen in our sight. 

12 O let the sorrowful sigh- 
ing of the prisoners come be- 
fore thee : according to the 
greatness of thy power, pre- 
serve thou those that are ap- 
pointed to die. 

13 And for the blasphemy 
wherewith our neighbours have 
blasphemed thee : reward thou 
them, O Lord, sevenfold into 
their hosom. 

14 So we that are thy peo« 
pie, and sheep of thy pasture, 
shall give thee thanks for ever : 
and will always be showing forth 
thy praise from generation to 
generation. 



Ver, 3. like watef\ In such great quantities, 

Ver, 4. derisioTi] Laughter. Psalm ii. 4. 

Ver. 5. thy jealousy'] Thy displeasure and indignation. 
See on Psalm Ixxiii. 26. 

Ver. 6. Pour out] It is in the nature of a prophecy, 
" Thou shalt pour out," &c. 

Ver. 7. devoured Jacoh :] The people of Jacob. 

Ver, 8. our old sins ;] Sin is the only cause of God's 
forsaking His people. Thus in the Litany we beseech God 
not to remember pur offences, nor the offences of our fore- 
fathers. 

Ver, 9. for the glory of thy name ;] That Thy power and 
goodness may be seen and glorified. 

Ver. 10. Where is now their God?] Psalm xlii. 3. 
Why are they suffered to go on, asking this question, and 
meaning thereby that we have no God ? 

Ver. 11. the vengeance] The avenging, the due punish- 
ment. 

Ver. 12. of the prisoners] The land was in a state of 
captivity or bondage to the people of Babylon. 

Ver. 13 . for the blasphemy] For the evil and false 
speaking of our heathen neighbours against Thee, imply- 
ing that because Thou dost not deliver us, Thou art not 
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abk to do it ; in &ct, diargk^ die Alm^hty God wifb 
weakness. For tliis tibey aliali be ^rewarded serenlbld 
into their bosom;" they shall be largely paid, they shall 
" teceive the due reward of their deeds." Luke xxiii. 41. 
— sevenfold] Manifold; as seven times are many times, 
Dan, iii. 19. Luke xvii. 4. — into their bosom,] Psalm 
XXXV. 14. 

Fer, 14:. sheep of ihjff pasture,] Psalm ]xxly. 1. 



Every trouble we endure, every evil which an enemy is suffered 
to bring upon us, is owing to sin ; the Holy Ghost has been 
provoked and oi^ded, and is showing His righteous displea^ 
sure for the cerrectioa and ameatoeDt of His servants. But 
still the very enemies who are punishing the Lord's oSendiag 
people, are at the same time preparing punishment for them- 
selves ; though they are doktg the Lord's work, they are not 
intending to do it ; they are acting from a bad motive, and in a 
bad spirit ; they are endeavouring to tread down the servants of 
God, and opposing God Himself; He, therefore, against their 
will, makes them instruments of accomplishing His own pur- 
poses* and when they have run their wicked course. He will 
cut them off. They cannot go a step beyond the time appointed 
by God ; when they have dealt out His measure of wrath, their 
arm will be stayed. We need not then be afraid, whatever 
they may say or do : all who repent and turn to God shall be 
defended and secured against any evil from roan. We cannot 
help, indeed, bdng shocked and grieved at the oaths and blas- 
phemies, and all the ungodly sayings and doings of those 
around us; like "just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversatioa 
of the wicked." 2 Pet, ii. 7> But there is no reason for fear : 
** Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you in due time." 1 Pet. v. 6. Hear the encouraging 
words of the Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
^ Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom." Luke xii. 32. And, "No man is able 
to pluck (you) out of my Father's hand." Jo&a x. 29. 

QUESTIONS. 

Whither had the heathen come ? — Shed like water ? — Deri- 
sion?— Thy jealottsyf — Devoured Jacob? — For the glory of 
Thy name?— Reward them? — Seven£i^d? — Into their bosom? 
— ^The sheep of Thy pasture ? 
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PSALM LXXX. 

The Churchy suffering under bondage and oppression^ crieth 
unto God for help and deliverance. 



1 Hear, O tbou Shepherd of 
Israel, thou that leadest Joseph 
like a sheep : show thyself also, 
^lou that sittest upon the che^ 
mbims. 

2 Before £phndm» Benja- 
nun, and Manasses : stir up 
thy strength, and come, and 
help us. 

3 Turn us again, O God : 
show the Kgfat of thy counte- 
oance, and we shall be wiiole. 

4 O Lord God of hosts : how 
long wilt thou be angry with 
diy people that prayeth ? 

5 Thou feedest U^em with 
the bread of tears : and givest 
them plenteousness of tears to 
drink. 

6 Thou hast made us a very 
strife unto our neighbours : and 
our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Turn us again, thou Grod 
of hosts : show the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be 
whole. 

8 Thou hast brought a vine 
out of Egypt : thou hast cast 
out 1^ heathen and planted 
it; 

9 Thou madest room for it : 
and when it had taken root, it 
filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered 
with the sliadow of it ; and the 
t>ouffhs thereof were like the 
goodly cedar-trees. 



11 She stretched out her 
branches unto the sea : and her 
boughs unto the river. 

12 Why hast thou then 
broken down her hedge : that 
aU ^ley that go bypludc off 
her grapes ? 

13 The wild boar out of tba 
wood doth root it up : and the 
wild beasts of the field devour 
it. 

14 Turn thee again, thoa 
God of hosts, look down from 
heaven : behold, and visit this 
vine; 

15 Andthe|>laceof thevine* 
yard that thy right hand hath 
planted : and the branch that 
thou madest so strong for thy- 
self. 

16 It is burnt with fire and 
cut down : and they shall perish 
at the rebuke of thy counte- 
nance. 

17 Let thy hand be upon the 
man of thy right hand : and 
upon the son of man whom 
thou madest so strong for thine 
own self. 

18 And so will not we go 
back from thee : O let us live 
and we shall call upon liiy 
name. 

19 Turn us acain, O Lord 
God of hosts : snow the light 
of thy countenance, and we 

I shall be whole. 



Fer, 1« O thou Shepherd tjf Israel,'] Psalm Ixxvii. 20< 
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— leadest Joseph"] The people whom Joseph, in Thy 
hand, was a means of preserving and hlessing. — that sittest 
upon the cherubimsJj That dwellest on Thy mercy- 
seat in the ark, between the cherubims. Exod. xxv. 
20—22. 

Ver. 2. Before Ephraim. Benjamin, and Manasses ;] 
When the Israelites journeyed in the wilderness, these 
three tribes followed next after the ark. Numb. ii. 17 — 
24, and therefore God (whose presence dwelt in the 
ark) was said to be immediately before them. The 
sense is, **As thou didst use to go before Ephraim, 
Benjamin, and Manasses, and show favour to Thy people 
of old, so be pleased to manifest Thy presence and save 
us." 

. Ver. 3.] This verse is a kind of chorus in prayer, and 
occurs three times in the Psalm. — the light of thy counter 
nance ^ Psalm iv. ^.-^ shall he whole. "] Shall be in health 
and safety. Their distress is compared to a disorder, from 
which they would be healed. 

Ver. 5. bread of tears — tears to drink."] Such is their 
grief, that they can do nothing but weep ; tears are, as it 
were, their meat and drink. See Psalm xlii. 3. 

Ver. 8. a vine out of Egypt :] The Israelites were 
brought out of Egypt and settled in Canaan, after the 
heathen inhabitants of the land had been conquered and 
cast out : this is here compared to the ** planting of a vine." 
See Isa. v. 1 — 7. Matt. xxi. 33 — 46. 

Ver. 10.] Israel spread all over the land, and flourished 
exceedingly. 

Ver. 11. unto the sea — unto the river."] From the 
Mediterranean Sea to the river Euphrates, as expressly pro* 
mised, Deut, xi. 24, and fulfilled in the days of Solomon^ 
1 Kings iv. 21. To the Christian Church the whole earth 
was the land of promise, and the Gospel was preached to 
all nations. Psalm ii. 8. 

Ver. 12. broken down her hedge :] Taken away the 
protection of Thy people. The strength and favour of the 
Lord are to His Church what a hedge is to a vineyard, the 
means of keeping it from harm. — pluck off her grapes J] 
Strip her of all that is valuable. 

Vjer. 13. the wild boar — the wild beasts] Furious ene- 
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mies rob and lay waste the Church, as wild beasts would 
destroy and tread down the tender vines. 

Ver, 14 — 16.] Visit thine own people, once so strong 
for Thy honour and glory, now so weak and perishing. 
The particular branch, ver. 15, may denote some righteous 
deliverer or king in that day, perhaps king Hezekiah ; or 
some family, as that of David : but it especially points to 
the Messiah, who is repeatedly foretold under the figure of 
a branch. Isa, xi. 1. </er. xxiii. 5, 6. 

Ver, 16. they shall perish"] That is, the enemies and 
persecutors, represented in ver. 13, by the wild boar and 
wild beasts. 

Ver, 17. the man of thy right hand — the son of man"] 
The same is '* the Branch ;" " the man of thy right hand," 
means the man of Thy power, who will perform Thy will, 
ver. 15. 

Ver. 18. ioill not we go back'] As we have done on so 
many former occasions* See Psalm Ixxviii, 



God will not spare His own vineyard, His own Church and 
people, from desolation, if He behold within His sacred inclosure 
unfruitfulness, rashness, and corruption: the vineyard itself 
can never be wholly destroyed, ** the gates of hell (the powers 
of darkness) shall not prevail against it." Matt. zvi. 18. But 
every barren plant which the labour of man and the dews of 
heaven cannot alter, shall be rooted out : ** Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit, He taketh away ; and every branch that 
beareth fruit. He purgeth it that it may bear more fruit." John 
XV. 2. Let us ever be looking, with the eye of faith, to the 
" Son of Man," the Lord of the vineyard, and pray that He 
will be pleased to water our souls with His Holy Spirit, so that 
we may " bring forth fruit in due season ;" so that we mav 
''be called trees of riji^hteousness, the platiting of the Lord, 
that He may be glorified." Isa, Ixi. 3. The end of our re- 
demption is, that we should serve Him who hath redeemed us, 
and "go back" no more to our old sins. That soul which 
has received life from Christ should "live" to His honour 
and glory ; that mouth which has been opened by Him can do 
no less than show forth His praise, and " call upon " His saving 
^ame. Thus " in the light of His countenance we shall be 
whole." 
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QCB8TIOM8. 

Thou that leadest Joseph ? — That attest trpon dieebenibims ? 
— ^Explain verse 3.-*"Aiia vase 5. — A vine out of Egypt ? — 
The sea — the river? — Broken down her hedge ? — Pluck off her 
grapes } — ^The wild boar— the wild beasts ? — The branch ? — ^Th^ 
shall perish ; who ? — ^The man of Thy right hand ?— The Son 
of Man ? 



PSALM LXXXL 

An exhortation to praise God with psalms ami musical 
instruments, on a solemn feast day. Jehovah is introduced^ 
as reminding the people of His mercies — of their duties-^^f 
their neglect and the consequences of it» 



1 Smg we merrily unto God | 
our strength : make a cheerful 
noise unto the God of Jacob. 

2 Take the psalm» bring 
hither the tabret : the merry 
harp with the lute. 

3 Blow up the trumpet in 
the new moon : even in the 
time ai^ointed, and upon our 
solemn least-day. 

4 For this was made a statute 
for Israd : and a law of the 
God of Jacob. 

5 This he ordained in Joseph 
for a testimony : when he came 
out ^ the land of Egypt, and 
hadJ^ftard a strange language. 

6 % eased his raoulder mm 
the burden : and his hands 
were d^vered from making the 
pots. 

7 Thoa calledst upon me in 
troubles^ and I delivered thee : 
and heard thee what time as the 
storm feU upon thee. 

8 I proved thee ako : at the 
waters of eftrife. 

9 Hear, O my people, and I 
will assure thee, O Israel : if 
thou wilt hearken unto me. 



10 There shall no strange 
god be in thee : neither sh^t 
thou worship any other god. 

Ill am the Lord thy God, 
who brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt : open thy mouth 
wide, and I shall fill it. 

12 But my people would not 
hear my voice : and Israel 
would not obey me. 

13 So I gave them up unto 
their own hearts' lost : and kt 
them follow their own imaging, 
tions. 

14 O that my people woold 
have hearkened imto me : for if 
Israel had walked in my wBja, 

15 I should soon have pot 
down their enemies : and tam- 
ed my hand against tiieir ad«- 
versaries. 

16 The haters of the Lord 
should have been found liars : 
but their time shouki have en- 
dured for e^pcr. 

17 He should have fed them 
also with the finest wheat-flov,: 
and with honey -ont of the sfeoBj 
rock should I have satiefiea 
thee. 
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Ver. 3. hlow tip the trumpet^ ^c^'] In the Jewish 
Church, notice was given of feasts, fasts, &c., by sound of 
trumpet, Joel ii. 15. All the new moons, or beginnkigs of 
HKanths, were obsefred in this manner, Numb, x. 1 — 10. 
Bnt on the September new moon, or first day of the seventh 
month, was kept a great festival, called **the feast of 
trumpets." LeviL xxiii, 24, iidiich is probably the feast 
alluded to in this Psalm. 

Ver, 4. a statute] An appointment or ordinance. 

Fer. ^. in Joseph] For the people of Joseph. Psalm 
Ixxx. 1. — -for a testimony:] As a witness and remem- 
brance of the Lord's mercy. — a strange language.] The 
language of the Egyptians, which was strange to the 
Israelites, that is, not understood by them. 

Ver. 6. / eased] These words, to the end of the Psalm, 
represent the Lord Himself as speaking. — his shoulder from 
tlie burden :] Laid on by the task^masters of Pliaraoh, 
Exod. iii. — making the pots.] See Psalm Ixviii. 13. 

Ver. 7. as the storm fell upon thee.] Either at Moont 
Sinai, Exod. xix. 16, or at the destruction of Pharaoh and 
his army. Exod. xiv. 24, 25* Psalm Ixxviii. 49. 

Ver. 8. the waters of strife.] The waters of Meribah, 
which name signifies " strife.** Exod. xvii. 6, 7- 

Ver. 10. no strange god] No idol. The Lord was their 
God ; idols were strange, did not properly belong to them. 
Deut. xxxii. 12. 

Ver. 11. open thy mouth vfide^ ¥crr my instruction 
and blessings. I wifi satisfy thy desires, be they ever so 
large. 

Ver. 13, let them follow] A [greater punishment the 
Lord cannot inflict iqpon a wilful and disobedient people, 
than to withdraw His grace, and let them follow dieir own 
^M^isb choice of evil, ^' dieir own imaginations.'* 

Ver. 14. O that my people] The Lord's tender compas- 
sion is here described by His mourning over the folly 
and rebellion of Israel. Just so did the Lord Jesus mourn 
over the same people, '^O Jerusalem, Jerusalem," &c. 
See Matt, xxiii. 37. — if Israel had walked in my ways^ 
This proves that it was entirely IsraeFs own fault, diat 
God*s favour was withdrawn; and it proves that the 
ruin of sinners is altogether the effect of their own pride 
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and obstinacy in resisting the teaching and the grace of 
God, 

Ver. 16. have been found liars ;] See on Psalm Ixvi. 2, 
— their time'] The time, that is, the prosperity and hap- 
piness of Israel, should have continued without inter- 
ruption. 

Ver, 17. with the finest wheat-flour — with honey'] Israel 
should have enjoyed all the blessings, both earthly and 
spiritual, of the promised land ; of which blessings an 
abundance of the best corn and the best honey were an 
emblem or sign. Beut. xxii. 13. 



We should esteem it not only our bounden duty, but a very 
great favour, and honour, and privilege, to keep holy days unto 
the Lord, and to attend upon all His ordinances ; to abound in 
praise and thanksgiving for His particular mercies, and to en- 
courage one another to these pleasant services, gladly embracing 
every opportunity for them, and ready whenever our Church 
calls us to perform such sacred duties; at Christmas, at Easter, 
at Whitsuntide, and on all occasions. Many people, in these 
days, are sadly neglectful in this matter; and it shows that they 
have neither any proper regard for the Church, nor any proper 
sense of God's great mercies and blessings. The pious soul is 
thankful for every such invitation, and accepts it with delight. 
For the Lord is the strength of His people, and all the worship 
we can render is far beneath His greatness and goodness, and 
our vast obligations to Him. The neglect of our holy days, 
whether for spiritual feasting or fasting, proves that we, like 
Israel of old, are unmindful both of God's favour and our own 
sinfulness ; and as we forget and forsake our duty, God will 
forsake us, as He did Israel. We see from this psalm, what 
Israel might have been by love and obedience ; we know what 
they were and are — cast out of God's favour, and ** children of 
wrath." They thought highly of themselves, of their religious 
knowledge, and their forms of worship, and had no fear of 
falling into destruction ; they said, '' I shall have peace, though 
I walk in the imagination of my heart." Deut, xxix, 19. Be 
not we like unto them; "Be not high-minded, but fear." 
Rom. xi. 20. May the Lord incline our hearts to obey every 
holy call, and to walk in His ways, that so our souls may be 
satisfied with those unspeakable blessings, which flow from the 
•' rock of salvation," that we may "eat of the true bread, and 
live for ever ! " John vi. 58. 
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QUESTIONS. 

"Blowup the trumpet ? — In the new moon ? — Our solemn feast 
day ; what feast ? — A statute ? — In Joseph for a testimony ? — A 
strange language?— Explain ver. 6.— The storm fell upon thee? 
—The waters of strife ?— No strange god ? — Open tny mouth 
wide ? — O that my people, &c. ; give a similar passage.— If 
Israel, &c. ; what does this prove ? — Should have heen found 
liars ? — Their time ; whose ?— Wheat-flour — honey ?— What may 
we learn from this Psalm ? 



i&bentng Eraser* 

PSALM LXXXIL 

A charge and warning to magistrates, and all in authority ^ 
to do their duty, as the servants of God, 



1 God standeth in the con- 
gregation of princes : he is a 
Judge among gods. 

2 How long will ye give 
wrong judgement : ana accept 
the persons of the ungodly. 

3 Defend the poor and father- 
less : see that such as are in need 
and necessity have right. 

4 Deliver the out-cast and 
poor : save them from the hand 
of the ungodly. 

5 They will not he learned 



nor understand, but walk on 
still in darkness : all the found- 
ations of the earth are out of 
course. 

6 I have said. Ye are gods : 
and ye are all the children of 
the Most Highest. 

7 But ye shall die like men : 
and fall like one of the princes. 

8 Arise, O God, and judge 
thou the earth : for thou shalt 
take all heathen to thine in- 
heritance. 



Ver, 1. standeth'] Standeth up to judge and give sentencCt 
Isa, iii. 13, 14. He is the Head and Judge of every assem- 
bly ; high and low, rich and poor, are equally accountable 
to Him. Psalm ii. 10, 11. ** We must all appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ." 2 Cor. v. 10. — among gods."] 
KingSy magistrates, judges, are called gods, . because they 
are " God*s ministers," "ordained by God," and acting by 
His authority and in His name. They may be said to 
represent Him as governor and judge. See ver. 6, 7, and 
Rom* xiii. 1 — 7. 

Ver» 2, accept the persons'] Favour the ungodly on 
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account of their persons, because they are rich or great ; 
being led by fear, or bribed by money, to give wrong 
judgment. 

Ver. 3. the poor and fatherless:"] ''Seek judgmeot, 
relieve the oppressed, jvtdge the fatherless, plead fer the 
widow/* Isa, i. 17. 

Fer. 5. wUl not be learned] Will not learn the tvAcb of 
justice, but go on in the darimess of their corrupt ways. — 
the foundations of the earth] The principles of good order 
and good government are entirely perverted and forsaken. 
Psalm xi. 3. 

Ver. 6, 7.] Although I have said, " Ye are gods," though 
I have called you by this great title, and described you 
as ''children" of God, (deriving your being, as rulers, 
from Him,) yet remember, that ye are, after all, but weak 
and mortal men ; the honour given you is on account of 
your office and station, and not because you are in your- 
selves above other people ; ye shall die as the poorest and 
meanest do, and just as heathen princes have died before 
you. 

Fer. 8. judge thou] Since earthly judges are so corrupt, 
take Thou the matter into thine own hand. There is also, 
in this verse, a view to the Messiah's reign of righteousness 
and judgment. Psalm Ixvii. 4. Isa, ix. 7; especially in the 
latter part of the verse, which foretells the call and conver- 
aioB of the heathen to the Gospel. Psalm xxii. 27, 28. 



It is the duty of all persons, who bear rule over others, to 
remember that they hold office not for themselves, but for the 
Most High God, who will one day say to every one of them, 
*' Give an account of thy stewardship." LiAe xvi. 2. We are 
indeed all of us stewards, all entrusted with our several talentSy 
whether more or fewer ; but people in authority, magistratesip 
judffes, masters, parents, teachers, are especially bound to think 
of the weighty charge committed to them, and to do equal 
justice, and show equal kindness to all God*s people, without 
fear or favour : instead of being lifted up with pride, let them 
feel the more humble from a sense of their own weakness and 
un worthiness, and of the judgment to which they w31 be cidled ; 
^'for unto whomsoever much is given, 4J^ Yam diall much be 
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required'' Luk^ xii. 48. But tboi^gli rulers and govem<Hii 
should fail in their duty, we must still obey them in all things 
lawful, when their commands do not oppose the will or word of 
God. Our blessed Lord taught obedience even to a heathoi 
king : '* Render, therefore, unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." Matt, 
ziiL 21. Our duty is to pray for them : ** 1 exhort, therefore^ 
that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
ef thanks, be made lor all men : for kings, and for all that are 
in authority : that we lOAy lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour ; who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 1 Tim, ii. 1 — 4. 

QUBtTIONS. 

God standeth, &c. ? — Among gods?— Accept the persons, &c. ? 
— They will not be learned? — ^All the foundations, &c. ? — Ex- 
plain ver. 6. — Like one of the princes ? — ^To whom does ver. 8 
apply ? — What should governors remember ? — ^What is our duty 
to them ? 



PSALM LXXXIIL 



Ten nations had gathered and conspired together against 
Israel : the Psalmist here frays fvr their destruction^ in order 
to ithe Church'^ delioerance and Got^s ghry^ 



1 Hokl not thy tongue, O 
God, keep not still silence : re- 
frsdn not thyself, O God. 

2 For lo, thine enemies make 
a murmuring : and they that 
hate thee Irave lift up their 
liead. 

3 They have imagined craftily 
against thy people : and taken 
counsel against thy secret ones. 

4 They have said. Come, and 
let us root them out, that they 
be no more a people : and that 
ikit name of Israel faay be no 
more in remembrance. 



5 For they have cast their 
heads together with one con- 
sent : and are confederate 
against thee ; 

6 Tht tabernacles of the 
Edomites, and the Ishmaeliftes : 
the Moabites and Hagarenes ; 

7 Gebal, and Ammon, and 
Amalek : the Philistines, with 
them that dwell at Tyre. 

8 Assur also is ioined with 
them : and have nolpen the 
childTen of Lot 

9 But do thou to them as 
unto the Midianitea : unto Si** 
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sera, and unto Jabia at the 
brook of Kison ; 

10 Who perished at Endor : 
and became as the dung of the 
earth. 

11 Make them and their 
princes like Oreb and Zeb : yea, 
make all their princes like as 
Zeba and Salmana ; 

12 Who say. Let us take to 
ourselves : the houses of God 
in possession. 

13 O my God, make them 
like unto a wheel : and as the 
stubble before the wind ; 

14 Like as the fire that 
burneth up the wood : and as 



the flame that consumeth the 
mountains. 

15 Persecute them even so 
with thy tempest : and make 
them afraid with thy storm. 

16 Make their faces ashamed, 
O Lord : that they may seek 
thy name. 

17 Let them be confounded 
and vexed ever more and more : 
let them be put to shame, and 
perish. 

18 And they shall know that 
thou, whose name is Jehovah : 
art only the most Highest over 
all the earth. 



Ver, 1 . keep not still silence :] Rebuke the enemy, come 
and help us. Psalm xxxv. 22. 

Ver, 2. make a murmuring :] Raise a tumult against 
us. 

Ver, 3. imagined] Contrived, plotted. — thy secret onesJ^ 
Those who are hidden under Thy protection, *' under the 
shadow of thy wings." Psalm xvii. 8. 

Ver. 5. confederate"] Combined or leagued together. 

Ver. 6. The tabernacles] The tents ; that is, the people 
dwelling in them. — Edomites,] Children of Edom, who 
sprang from Esau. Gen, xxv. 30. — Ishmaelites :] From 
Ishmael, son of Abraham by the bondwoman. Gen. xvi. 
11 — 16. — Moabites] From Moab, one of the base-bom 
sons of Lot. G^en. xix. 37. — Hagarenes f] From other sons 
of Hagar the bondwoman. 

Ver. 7. Gebal^] The Gebalites, or Giblites, a people of 
Canaan. Josh. xiii. 5. — Ammon^ The Ammonites, from 
the other son of Lot. Gen. xix. 38. — Amaleh :] The 
Amalekites, from Amalek the grandson of Esau. Gen. 
xxxvi. 15, 16. 

Ver. 8. Assur] The Assyrians joined with the Moabites 
and Ammonites, children of Lot. 

Ver. 9 — 11.] See Judg. iv. ; vii. 25 ; viii. 

Ver. 12. the houses of God] The houses of the people ol 
God, which were under His protection* 
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Fer. 13 — 17.] These verses (like others of the same 
kind, see Psalm Ixix.) may be considered as foretelling the 
destruction of the enemies. 

Fer, 13. like unto a wheel:'] By a "wheel" is here 
meant any light thing (as feather or thistle-down) which is 
whirled about by the wind. Isa, xvii. 13. 

Fer. 14. as the flame that consumeth the mountains.^ 
As the lightning strikes and destroys high things (such as 
tlie trees upon the mountains), so let them be, &c. 

Fer, 15. thy tempest — thy stanvi] Thy wrath and fury. 



Wicked people, though of very different interests, and strongly 
opposed to one another, are often found to agree and unite 
together against the holy cause and the holy people of God* 
Herod and Pilate, though before at variance and enmity, were 
made friends by their joint opposition to the Son of God, were 
"of one mind'' to treat Jesus with contempt. Luke xsiii. 12. 
So it always has been, and so it always will be, as long as so 
great a portion of the world continues as it is, under the domi- 
nion of the prince of darkness, the enemy of God and man : 
" Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father 
ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning." John 
viii. 44. " If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own : but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
vou out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remem* 
ber the word that I said unto you. The servant is not greater 
than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also per- 
secute you/' John XV. 19> 20. But all enemies and persecutors 
who repent not, will be at length destroyed ; while every true 
believer and servant, whose ** life is hid with Christ in God," 
Col. iii. 3, shall be perfectly safe under His unseen protection ; 
and " when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory." Col. iii. 4. 

QUESTIONS. 

Hold not Thy tongue, &c.? — Make a murmuring? — Have 
imagined? — ^Thy secret ones? — Confederate? — How many na- 
tions were leagued together ? — Who were they ? — ^The houses of 
God? — Like unto a wheel? — ^The flame that consumeth the 
mountains? — Thy tempest ? —Thy storm?— Who is the great 
cause of the hatred of the world against God and His people ? 
—How did our Lord describe him ? 
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PSALM LXXXIV. 



In this, as in Psaim xlii., the Avthw {whoever he wcu) 
complains of his sad eonditiony in being driven from the 
courts and worship of God at Jerusalem; describes the 
happiness of waiting upon the Lord in His tabernacles, and 
longs for his own return to them. 



1 O how amiable are thy 
dwellings : thou Lord of hosts ! 

2 My soul hath a desire and 
longing to enter into the courts 
of ue Lord : my heart and my 
flesh rejoice in the living God. 

3 Yea, the sparrow hath 
found her an house, and the 
swallow a nest where she may 
lay her young : e«ren th^ altars, 
O Lord of hosts, my Kmg and 
my God. 

4 Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house : tliey will be 
«lway praising tliee. 

5 Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in thee : in whose 
heart are thy ways. 

6 Who going throi]^h the 
vale of misery use it for a well : 
and the pools are filled with 
water. 

7 Theywill go from strength 
to strength : and unto the God 



of gods appeareth every one of 
them in Sion. 

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear 
my»r«y«r:k<»rki».OGodof 
Jacob. 

9 Behol4, O God our de- 
fender : and look upon the &oe 
of thine anointed. 

10 For one day in thy 
courts : is better than a thoii^ 
sand. 

11 I had rather be a door- 
keeper in the house of my God : 
than to dwell in the tents of 
ungodliness. 

12 For the Lord God is a 
li^ht and defence : the Lord 
will give grace and woiship ; 
and no good thing shall he 
withhold from them that live a 
godly life. 

13 O Lord God of hosts : 
blessed is the man that putteth 
his trust in thee. 



Ver. 1. how amiable^ How lovely and excellent. — 
thg dwellings :] Where Thou dwellest in the ark. Psalm 
xxvi. 8. 

Fer. 3. the sparrow — the swallow"] He envies the 
birds, which could build their xiests on Sion, near the 
altars of God. 

Fer. 5. in whose heart are thy wa^J] Who loves the 
^ay that leadeth to Thy tabernacles. An i^usion is made 
to persons travelling to Jerusalem to worship. 
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Fer, 6. the vale of vmery] " The valley of Baca." Bib. 
Vers, But the sense of this verse may be as follows : 
** Blessed is the man, who, though he comes afar off, and 
has to travel through a barren and tliirsty vale, yet is so 
full of the joy that awaits him in Tliy courts, that his 
dreary journey is as pleasant to him, as if he found a well 
in the dry land to quendi his thirst ; ^and as if the almost 
empty and corrupt pocds were filled with fresh water." 
Isa. xli. 18. 

Ver, 7. from strength to strength :] Gathering fresh 
vigour as they go forward, and draw nearer to the holy 
city. — unto the God of gods'} The happy multitude of 
those who have their liberty to go, appear at length in the 
presence of the great Jehovah at His tabernacle. 

Fer, 9. of thine anointed,} If this Psalm was not com-* 
posed by David, it was composed by one (or in the name 
of one) who was a priest or king. See Psalm ii. 2, on the 
word anointed, 

Ver, 10. better than a thousand^ Than a thousand days 
spent elsewhere. 

Ver, 11, a door-keeper — than to dwelt] Rather be at the 
door of God's house, than dwell within any habitation of 
those who know not God. 

Ver, 12. worship :] Honour and glory. 

Ver, 13. blessed is the man thatputteth his trust in thee J] 
Blessed and comforted, however he may be persecuted and 
distressed. See 2 Cor. iv. 6 — 9. 



To every spiritual-minded, pious, righteous servant of God, 
few things afford greater uneasiness and concern, than his being 
deprived of the opportunities of attending the House of his 
God ; and this ms^es him the more thankful and constant in 
his worship while he has the power ; so that if by sickness, or 
any other means, he should be kept away from the courts of 
tiie Lord, his heart may still be there ; that his sorrow may not 
be increased by the b&ter remembrance of past neglect. The 
delight in God's service upon earth is a foretaste of the joy of 
heaven : the rest of the Sabbath a foretaste of the rest in God 
for ever. Not only are they ha];^y who have arrived at heaven, 
they also are happy who have set out, with the desire of their 
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souls, in the search and porsoit of that felicity ; and who, mak- 
ing the Lord their strength, walk with pleasure in His ways^ 
and approve them in their hearts. They may have to pass 
through many a valley of weeping and many a thirsty desert ; 
but ''wells'' of salvation shall be opened for them, and conso* 
lations sent for their support. The ioume)r itself, and the pros- 
pect of its happy end, will revive their spirits ; tbey shall " go 
on from strength to strength" with increasing cheerfulness and 
confidence, till they safely reach the holy city ; to appear before 
God, to " see Him as He is," and to " be like Him " for ever* 
more. 1 John iii. 2. In the mean time they feel and acknowledge 
that one day spent with God is better than a thousand spent 
with the world; and that the meanest office or dwelling in 
God's service is better than the proudest honours and the 
loudest palaces of ungodly men. The Lord is their ''light" 
in the darkest path, even " the Sun of Righteousness," their 
blessed Saviour, who is " the light of the world :" the Lord is 
their " defence," a shield in every battle, and amid " all the 
fiery darts of the wicked." Eph. vi. 16. " Who is he that will 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good ? " 1 Pet. iiL 
13. And into the heavenly city no enemy shall come, "no 
thief break through nor steal," Matt. vi. 20 : there " the Lord 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.'* 
Isa, Ix. 19. 

QUESTIONS. 

How amiable ? — ^Thy dwellings ? — What of the sparrow and 
swallow ? — In whose heart are Thy ways ? — Explain ver. 6, 7. 
—Better than a thousand ? — I had rather be — what ? — What is 
the Lord God ?— What will He give ?— What will He not with- 
hold? 



PSALM LXXXV. 



The Psalmist appeals to God^ on the ground of His past 
mercies^ to deliver His Church and people from the miserable 
bondage under which they had lain so long. And, in the 
latter part of the Psalm, he describes the happy consequence 
of such deliverance in words which properly foreshow our 
redemption by Jesus Christ. Hence, this Psalm is appointed 
to be used on Christmas-day. 



1 Lord, thou art become 
gracious unto thy land : thou 



hast turned away the captivity 
of Jacob. 
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2 Thou hast forgiven the 
offence of thy people : and 
covered all their sins. 

3 Thou hast taken away all 
thy displeasure : and turned 
thyself from thy wrathful in- 
dignation. 

4 Turn us then, O God our 
Saviour : and let thine anger 
cease from us. 

5 Wilt thou be displeased at 
us for ever : and wilt thou 
stretch out thy wrath from one 
generation to another ? 

6 Wilt thou not turn again, 
and quicken us : that thy people 
may rejoice in thee ? 

7 Show us thy mercy, O 
Lord : and grant us thy salva- 
tion. 



8 I will hearken what the 
Lord God will say concerning 
me : for he shall speak peace 
unto his people, and to his 
saints, that they turn not again., 

9 For his salvation is nigh 
them that fear him : that glory 
may dwell in our land* 

10 Mercy and truth are met 
together : righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall flourish out 
of the earth : and righteousness 
hath looked down from heaven. 

12 Yea, the Lord shall show 
loving-kindness : and our land 
shall give her increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go 
before him : and he shall di- 
rect his going in the way. 



Ver, 1 — 3.] These verses relate either to some former 
mercy and deliverance (as of Israel from Egypt), or to a 
present deliverance, which had been begun, but was not 
completed. 

Ver. 1. the captivity] The state of bondage. 

Ver. 2. and covered all their sins.'] Hast pardoned 
them, Psalm xxxii. 1, as shown by removing the punish- 
ment which was sent on their account. Matt. ix. 5, 6. 

Ver. 4. Turn us] From our bondage and our sins. 
Make us to return to Thy services and Thy favour. 
Thou declarest Thyself our God, make us indeed Thy 
people. 

Ver. 6. quiclten u* :] Revive us, put new life into 
us. The " quick and the dead " are the living and the 
dead. 

Ver. 8.] I will hearken, for I am assured that He will 
speak to His people in words of comfort and peace. — that 
they turn not again.] To disobedience, and so to bondage 
and distress. 

Ver. 9. his salvation is nigh them that fear him :] This 
verse very fitly shows forth the great Redeemer, whose 
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mercy ^ is on tfaem that fear him frcnn generadon to genara- 
tion." Luke i. 50. 

Fer. 10 — 13. Mercy and truth, ^c] When God re- 
stored the captive Jews, and poured His blessings upon 
them, He m^ciRilly fulfilled His true and faith&l pro* 
mises : His righteous dealings toward them were in peace ; 
they were corrected and humUed : and He was reconciled, 
and gave them peace with their enemies, and widi one 
another. Truth appeared abundantly, springing forth like 
grass from the earth ; and God manifested to them His 
good pleasure and His righteous will ; their land was 
fruitful, and they were taught and led by God in the paths- 
of righteousness. But these four last verses of the Psalm 
cleariy direct us to the Gospel, to that more prions time^ 
in which the truth of the promises was fully shown by the 
mercy of God in sendii^ the Redeemer ; by whose great 
sacrifice of Himself the righteousness and holiness of God 
were satisfied, and there came *^ on earth peace, good will 
toward men." Luke ii. 14. Truth sprang forth and 
fioarisfaed upcxi earth by the Gospel or Chnst, who is 
''the way, and the tnidi, and the life," John xiv. &i 
^* And lo ! a voice firom heaven, saying. This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Matt. m. 17» 
For His sake, *^ Our Father, which, is in heaven, giveth 
good thkigs to them that ask Him," Matt. vii. 7 — 11 ; 
and the land where the Gospel is preached produces an 
increase of righteousness and all " the fraits of the Spirit ;'* 
*^ That in the ages to come. He might show the exceeding 
riches of His grace, in His kindness towards us througS 
Jesus Christ." Eph» iL 7. Christ was altogether rig^ite- 
ous and good ; declared beforehand to be " a just Giod and 
a Saviour," Isa, xlv. 21, and raercifuBy making *^ an h%h- 
way — die way of holiness," {Isa, xxxv. 3,) for Himself and 
all His faithful people. See also Luke i. 74 — 79. 



The great mercies and deliverances vouchsafed to Israel of 
old, foreshowed the redemption of mankind bv Jesus Christ our 
Lord ; they were frequently led captive by tneir enemies, and 
set free by the arm of the Lord ; aiKl thns they represented the 
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world lyin^ '' in the bonds of inicniity/' ** taken captive by 
Satan at his will," and set free by the same Almighty Savioiuv 
who was the Lord of Israel. No language can be better suited 
to the sinner under the Gospel, than that which the Psalmist 
used for his people : '* Turn us, then» O God our Saviour ; and 
let thine anger cease from us :" turn us from sin, and thus from 
punishment, through faith in Thy prevailing name. "God» 
having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in 
turning away everyone of. you from his iniquities/' Actsm., 
26. In Him "mercy and truth have met together;" He is 
"the Lord our Righteousness^" {Jer. xziii. 6,) and ''the Prince 
ef Peace." Ua. ix. 6. When man lost his righteousness, he 
lost his peace ; in Christ the^ are both restored. " If any man 
nn, we have an advocate with the Father^ Jesus Christ the 
righteous, and He is the propitiation for our sins." 1 John 
iL I. O kt uafly for deliverance and righteousness and peace, to 
this Saviour of lost sinners, " of whom Moses in the law and the 
prophets did write." John i. 45. Let us fly to Him without 
delay. ^ Seek ye the Lord while He may be found ; call ye 
i^n Him, while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto 
the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him ; and to our Go^ 
for He will aJrandantly pardon." Isa. Iv. 6, 7* 

QUESTIONS. 

Turned away the captivity of Jacob ?-— Covered all their sins ? 
«»Qnicken us ?— That they turn not again — ^to what ? — Explain 
ver. 10 — 12. 



THE SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

PSALM LXXXVI. 

In the Bible we find this Psalm entitled a " Prayer of 
David :*' it is not known on what occasion it was composed ; 
hut hejproffsfor help in some sore trouble^ and for spiritual 
liesaings* 

1 Bow- cbwD thine ear, for I am poor« and in mi« 
O Locd^ and heav ne : sery* 
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2 Presenre thou my soul, 
for I am holy : ray God, save 
thy servant that pntteth his 
trust in thee. 

3 Be merciful unto me, O 
Lord : for I will call daily upon 
thee. 

4 Comfort the soul of tlvv 
servant : for unto thee» O 
Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

5 For thou. Lord, art good 
and gracious ; and of great 
mercy unto all them that call 
upon thee. 

6 Give ear. Lord, unto my 
prayer : and ponder the voice 
of my humhle desires. 

7 In the time of my trouble 
I will call upon thee : for thou 
hearest me. 

8 Among the gods there is 
none like unto thee, O Lord : 
there is not one that can do as 
thou doest. 

9 All nations whom thou 
hast made shall come and wor- 
ship thee, O Lord : and shall 
glorify thy name. 

10 For thou art great, and 
doest wondrous things : thou 
art God alone. 

11 Teach me thy way, O 
Lord, and I will walk in thy 



truth : O knit my heart unto 
thee, that I may fear thy 
name. 

12 I will thank thee, O Lord 
my God, with all my heart : 
and will praise thy name for 
evermore. 

13 For great is thy mercy 
toward me : and thou hast 
delivered my soul from the 
nethermost hell. 

14 O God, the proud are 
risen against me : and the con- 
gregations of naughty men 
have sought after my soul, and 
have not set thee before their 
eyes. 

15 But thou, O Lord God, 
art full of compassion and 
mercy : long-suffering, plen- 
teous in goodness and truth. 

16 O turn thee then unto 
me, and have mercy upon me : 
give thy strength unto thy 
servant, and help the son of 
thine handmaid. 

17 Show some token upon 
me for good, that they who 
hate me may see it, and be 
ashamed : because thou. Lord, 
hast holpeii me, and comforted 
me. 



Ver, 1. poor^ and in misery,'] A deep sense of want and 
distress is one of the sure grounds for prayer. 

Ver. 2. for I am holy :] I am thy servant, ver. 16. 
Psalm cxvi. 14 ; one who is set apart for Thy holy worship 
and service. It answers to the word saint, by which the 
Christian is frequently called. Rom. i. 7 ; xvi. 15. David» 
therefore, does not mean to boast, by describing himself as 
^' holy," but to urge his humble plea, on the ground of his 
being one of God's covenanted people, and appearing before 
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Him with all godly sincerity. Thus St. Paul, under a 
deep sense of his un worthiness, calls himself, ** less than 
the least of all saints ;" the lowest of all in his own esteem, 
hut yet a saint, and of the numher of God's holy ones. 
So every Christian, however '' poor in spirit," must look 
for acceptance with God. We must be His saints upon 
earth, if we would be " numbered with his saints in glory 
everlasting." 

Ver, 6. ponder] Attend to, so as to give a favourable 
answer. 
. Fer, 8. the gods] The heathen idols. 

Ver, 9. all nations] This verse foretels the spreading of 
tlie knowledge and service of the one true God over all the 
earth ; the glorious time '* when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth." John iv. 23. 
• Ver. 11. and I mil walk] This is the proper object and 
end of all teaching, to walk in the ways of truth ; and all 
who heartily desire so to walk, and pray on accx>unt of that 
desire, will certainly be taught of God. John vii. 17. — 
knit] Unite my very soul to Thee, that we may be one. 
John xvii. 21 — 23. Thus all true Christians are ''one 
with Christ, and Christ with them." Communion Service. 

Ver. 13. the nethermost hell.] The lowest hell ; the depth 
of the grave, or the invisible world. 

Ver. 14. of naughty men] Of wicked and violent men. 
— my soul,] My life. — not set thee before their eyes.] Have 
had no fear of Thee, nor. thought of Thy judgment. 

Ver. 16. the son of thine handmaid,] One who is entirely 
Thine own, as the son of a handmaid or (female slave) in a 
family was the property of her master. 

Ver. 17* some token] Show me some clear and open sign 
of Thy favour, that all around may see it, and be convinced 
and fear Thy name. 



All prayer is founded on a sense of our own wants, and of 
God's power and goodness to supply them. It is not enough 
to be in want ; we must feel it, before we can be led to earnest 
prayer. Many sick people are not aware of their disease or 
ganger ; and they cannot be expected to fly to a physician ; 
' many persons who have been brought up in poverty and rags, 
scarcely perceive the w^retchedness of their condition, and there- 
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fort take litlk or no troqUe to iedc ftat bettor food and clotbnif. 
It ia often so with, sinnen : they fed not the miaffjy see not xSa 
danger of their case ; and thus they hare no indacement to 
prayer, and cannot understand the need d h. The riches and 
pleasures and comforts of this life are idso a great snare and 
loBAraace to many, and render them ''naat feAig"^ of their 
z«al condition : " llhoiL aayeat, I am; sicn^ aad inoeaaed wi&. 
gooda^ and hanre need of notUng; and loowealnot that thoa 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.''' 
22m. ill. 17- Happy, then, and blessed beyond measure, are 
those trials and afflictions which bring us to a knowledge of 
ourselves, which bring us on our knees before the throne of 
pace, to make unto the Lord a full confession of our own sin- 
nihieaa and weakness, and to dedara our only dependence upon 
Hra mercy and s tro n g I h . But we auist bow before Him wit& 
sdl godly sincerity, in the spixk of true Bepentavee, as His holy 
people : we must continue in ** instant pxajtr/* praying to bc^ 
** taoight of God,'' only that we may walk with Wm sdl the day^ 
of our life ; that our hearts may be united with Him, in a holy 
liond, which shall never be broken; for tbusr^the Lord wi8 
give ear unto our prayer." And pndaed be Hia mercy, that we 
are yet in the land of the Uving; that in the nndst of aU oar 
imdutifolneaa and f (H^getfulneaa, we hapa been spired ag^ audi 
again, to make our peace with Him, and ratam to Hi» lavMur* 

let us bear thankfully in mind to whose great mercy we ares 
indebted for all these blessingft: ''we have peace with €k>d 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Run., v. 1. *' Wherefore he i» 
able dso to save them to the uttermost that come unto God, by 
him, seeing he ever livedi to make intajceaaion for them.'" 
Meb. vii, 2S.. 

QUBSiriONS. 

State the grounda upon which David prays to be heard. — ^For 

1 am holy ?— Ponder ?^— Among the gods? — Why should we 
pray God to teach us f — O knit my heart unto thee ? — From 
the nel&ermost hell ? — ^Naughty men?-*-Haye not set thee be- 
foPB their eyes? — ^The son of Thine handanuid ?•— SHiow samft- 
token upon me ? 



P&ALM LXXXVII. 

The pMiies of Jerusalem^ and the fare'^hewing of herftUurer 

ghry. 

1 Her foundations are upon the gates of ^n more than all 
the holy hills : the Lord loveth the aweUings of Jacob. 
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2 Very ezeellent things «te 
spoken of thee : thou dty of 
God. 

3 I will think upon Rahab 
and Babylon : with them that 
kttow me. 

4 B«hdld ys the Philistines 
alsO' ; and they of Tyre, with 
l^e Morians; lo, there was he 
bom. 



& And of Sion it sball be re^ 
ported that he was born in her : 
and the Most High shall sta- 
blish her. 

6 The Lord shall rehearse it 
when he writeth up the people : 
that he was born therd. 

7 The sittgers also and trum- 
peters shall he rehearse : all my 
fresh springs shall be in thee. 



Ver, ri. Her foundations] The foundations of the city 
and temple. In the Bible Version it is *' His foundations," 
the foundation»of the city of Godv — the holy hills :] Mount 
Sion^ which was made up of several smaller mountains.-^ 
the dweUings of Jacob,'} All the dwellings of God*s people 
are well phasing to Him, but especially Jerusalem, called 
here " the gates of Sion." 

Ver, Z, I wiU think upon] I will remember, or I will 
mention, many heathen places, such as *' Rahab and Baby- 
lon^" in the number of those that '* know me;" that is, 
they shall be brought to the true knowledge and service of 
Me, and to enjoy the privileges of My holy city. Rahab 
signifies Egypt : and the Morians, in ver. 4, were probably 
in the land of Gush or Ethiopia Psalm Ixviii. 31. 

Ver, 4. was he born,] These words (which are found in 
ver. 4—6) occasion a great diflSculfy. The seuse may, 
pierhaps, be this : ver. 4, *' It shall be said of each of these 
heathen countries, that he (or rather it) was born at Jeru- 
salem ;" that is, is made the heir, as if by birth, of the 
spiritual and heavenly blessings which belong to God's 
own city. 5. And of Sion (Jerusalem) ilr shall be reported, 
that he (each of these heathen people) was born and blessed 
in her*' 6. When the Lord Aumbereth His own, it shall 
appear in the register, that these nations are liius bom at 
Jerusalem. But, possibly, the words " he was bom " may 
refer to the Messiah. 

Ver, 7.] When this great honour comes to Jerusalem, it 
stiall be made a matter of joy&il celebration ; " singers and. 
trumpeters " shall be there ; and this shall be their song, 
*^ All my fresh springs (all my comfort and joy) shall be 
in tliee and from thee» O Jerusalem." Or, if we take t^e 
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other sense given in the fonner note, it may mean, ** All my 
comfort and joy shall be in thee, O Lord Messiah." 



Sion of old was a pattern of the Charch of God in all ages, a 
pattern of the Church of Christ, which resteth upon *' founda- 
tions " never to be moved, upon the everlasting hills : it resteth 
upon Himself, "other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ/' 1 Cor, iii. 11. Into the bosom 
of this Church shall all nations in due time be brought, and be 
numbered with the faithful and elect of God. O that of this 
bappy number we may be found ! and in order that it may be 
so, let us pour forth our daily prayers, let us use our daily dili- 
gence, let us make it our one i^reat object and end. filessed 
will be that man, who shall find his ''name written in the 
Lamb's book of life." Bev, zxi. 27. And there can be no 
blessing without it : woe to thee, my soul, if thou be not found 
there : seek the Lord Jesus, thy Saviour : seek His face ever- 
more ; in Him is the well-spring of life — of present peace and 
joy, of eternal happiness and glory : " Praise the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me praise his holy name." Psalm 
ciii. 1. Thou art ''come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city 
of the living God, the ^ heavenly Jerusalem." Heb. xii. ^22 ; 
<' wherefore give diligence to make thy calling and election 
sure." 2 Pet. i, 10. 

QUESTIONS. 

Her foundations — whose? — ^The holy hills? — ^The gates of 
Sion ? — I will think upon Rahab, &c. ? — With them that know 
Me ?--That he was bom there ? — Explain verse 7. 



PSALM LXXXVIII. 

This Psalm is full of sorrowful complaints, and may be 
considered as the langtiage of the **man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief " of the blessed Jesus in His terrible 
endurings. It is therefore used on Good Friday. 



1 O Lord God of my salva- 
tion, I have cried day and night 
before thee : O let my prayer 
enter into thy presence, inclme 
thine ear unto my calling. 



2 For my soul is full of 
trouble : and my life draweth 
nigh unto hell. 

3 I am counted as one of 
them that go down into the 
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pit : and I have been even as a 
man that hath no strength. 

4 Free among the dead, like 
UDto them that are wounded, 
and lie in the grave : who are 
oat of remembrance, and are 
cut away from thy hand. 

5 Thou hast laid me in the 
lowest pit : in a place of dark- 
ness, and in the deep. 

6 Thine indignation lieth 
hard upon me ; and thou hast 
vexed me with all thy storms. 

7 Thou hast put away mine 
acquaintance far from me : and 
made me to be abhorred of 
them. 

8 I am so fast in prison : 
that I cannot get forth. 

9 My sight faileth for very 
trouble : Lord, I have called 
daily upon thee, 1 have stretch- 
ed forth my hands unto thee. 

• 10 Dost thou show wonders 
among the dead : or shall the 
dead rise up again, and praise 

.thee? 

1 1 Shall thy loving- kind ness 



be showed in the grave : or thy 
faithfulness in destruction? 

12 Shall thy wondrous works 
be known in the dark : and thy 
righteousness in the land where 
aU things are forgotten ? 

13 Unto thee have I cried, 
O Lord : and early shall my 
prayer come before thee. 

14 Lord, why abhorrest thou 
my soul : and hidest thou thy 
face from me ? 

15 I am in misery, and like 
unto him that is at the point to 
die : even from my youth up 
thy terrors have I suffered with 
a troubled mind. 

16 Thy wrathful displeasure 
goeth over me : and the fear of 
thee hath undone me. 

17 They came round about 
me daily Uke water : and com- 
passed me together on every 
side. 

18 My lovers and friends 
hast thou put away from me : 
and hid mine acquaintance out 
of my sight. 



Ver. 2. unto helW] Unto the grave, the state of the de- 
parted. Thus our Lord in the garden, "My soul is exceed- 
ing sorrowful, even unto death.'* Matt» xxvi. 38. 

' Ver. 4. Free among the dead,"] Free from the concerns 
of this life, (cut off and cast away,) as those who arfe 
numbered among the dead. — that are wounded^ Wounded 
and slain. 

Ver, 5, pit — darkness — deep,"] See on Psalm Ixix. 1. 

Ver* 6. thy storms J\ Of trouble and sorrow. 

Ver. 7. put away mine acquaintance~\ Thus it was with 
Christ : "all his disciples forsook him and fled." Matt. 
xxvi. 56. See also Luke xxiii. 49. — abhorred'] Hated ; 
" an abomination to them." Bib. Vers. 

Ver. 8. so fast in prison ;] " I am shut up," Bib. Vers. ; 
surrounded and hindered by my enemies, as if I were in a 
prison. 
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Fer. 9. ttrelehed forth m^ hamds] In prayer. 

Fer. 10-*^i2.] The Pttlmist does not mean here to 
«ay or imply, that ^e dead wHI not *' rise up ittain ;" he 
oidy means that diey cannot rise up to pndse God upon 
eardi; that a man onoe dead can receive no more the 
Ueasings of God's pnovidenoe ; no more be made an ex- 
/unple befoise mm ot the Lord's ** loviog-kuidneaa/' and 
*' faithftdness/' and ''r^bteousness ;*' do no noore geod 
in the world, which he was so desirous of doing : and 
therefere he prays for ]ife« on account of Crod's glory« and 
the benefit of His people. See Psalm vlx, 9, 10. And 
^se verses when applied to Christ, may be understood 
as pleadii^ for the resurrection of Himself and His fol- 
lowers in order to God's ^ory. ** Can tbe dead, if Aey 
are to continue in die state of death, rise up and praise 
Thee ? they must be called to life again, and thus ' come 
-forth' from their graves>^' 

Ver^ 12* in the land where all things are forgotten f ] In 
the dark grave* where the things of earth are thought of no 
IQore. 

Ver, 14. hidest thou thg face'] See on Psalm xxiL 1. 
The xxiL Ixix. and Ixxxviii. Psalms are very similar to 
^ach odier. 

Ver, 16. goeth over me ;] Like a wave of the sea^ over- 
whelming me with sorrow. 

Fer, 18.] See on ver. *J, 



How cQirtimuUy are we informed and neminded in the lK>ok 
^f PssUns of the afflictions which have beau endwed by tb0 
servants of God in former ages, to try their Mth. and constancy, 
and teach them to depend entirely and only upon the sure pro- 
tection of Jehovah ! And as long as we live in a world of sin 
and sorrow, we must expect more or less of the same painful 
experience. Let us then ''sk down and count the cost," 
Jjike^v. 36, that we may be prepaied for changes and trou- 
bles, and w4f when they oome, be surprised or wown off our 
guard, and he moved to murmur or impatience. " There haUi 
no temptation (no trialj taken you« but such as is common to 
man : but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
cdx>ve that ye are able ; but will wi^ the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.*' 1 Cor, z. 13. 
Above all, let us be "looking unto Jesus, the author and 
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finidber laf our faith ; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, <3espising the shame, and is sert; 4lewn at tbe 
Tight hand of (^ throne of God." Ae6, zii. 2. We cannot 
possibly enflbr for ouneh«s so much as He, the inftocent Laaab^ 
•soffened for <our sake i let «b therefore be content to follow Hiai 
in His way to glory ; that as He, after *' taking up his cross,'' 
nod dying x^on it, ** rose again from the dead," 00 He may 
wake the sleeping dust of ns His faithful disciples ; and call ua 
from tiie grave, to nog th^ *' wondroBS works " of Jehovah, 
threttgh the ages of eternity, 

QUfiSTIANS. 

tJnto beH ? — ^Wbat petition of our Lord was simOar to l^at in 
verse 2? — Free among the dead? — ^That are wounded? — Widi 
all Thy storms? — App^y verse 7 to Christ. — In prison? — 
Stretched forth my hands ?— Explain verses 10 — 12. — In the land 
where all things arc forgotten ? — ^Hidest thou Thy face?— Dis- 
pleasure goeth over me ? 



IBbenmg $ras#tt 



PSALM LXXXIX, 

The greatness and goodness «/ Jehovah, and His eove-^ 
manted mercies to David, are largely set forth ; and in 
language which very clearly points to the Messiah, the Lord 
Jesus Christ : the Psalm is therefore read on Christmas-day. 
— The laUer part of it speaJcs of some dan^ous enemies 
ijoho had troubled the kingdom. 



1 My song shall be alway 
«£ the loving4cisdnes8 of the 
Lord : with my mouth will I 
«ver be showing thy trulli from 
one ffeneration to another. 

2 tix I have said, Mercy 
ahall be aet up for ever : thy 
troth Shalt thou stafadish in the 
beavens. 

3 I have made a covenant 
with my chosen : I have swore 
«Bto David my servant ; 
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4 Thy seed will I rtablish for 
ever : and set up thy throne 
from one generation to an- 
other. 

5 O Lord, the very heasnsas 
shall praise thy wondroas 
works : and thy truth in the 
congregation of the saints. 

6 For who b he among the 
clouds : that shall be oompand 
unto the Lord ? 

7 And what is he among 
4 
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tlie gods : that shall he like 
unto the Lord ? 

8 God is very greatly to he 
feared in the council of the 
saints : and to be had in re- 
verence of all them that are 
round about him. 

9 O Lord God of hosts, who 
is like unto thee : thy truth, 
most mighty Lord, is on every 
side. 

10 Thou rulest the raging of 
the sea : thou stillest the waves 
thereof when they arise. 

1 1 Thou hast subdued Egypt, 
and destroyed it : thou hast 
scattered thine enemies abroad 
with thy mighty arm. 

12 The heavens are thine, 
the earth also is thine : thou 
hast laid the foundation of the 
round world, and all that there- 
in is. 

13 Thou hast made the 
north and the south : Tabor 
and Hermon shall, rejoice ia 
thy name. 

14 Thou hast a mighty arm : 
strong is thy hand, and high is 
thy right hand. 

15 Righteousness and equity 
are the habitation of thy seat : 

'mercy and truth shall go be- 
fore thy face. 

16 Blessed is the people, O 
' Lord, that can rejoice in thee : 

they shall walk in the light of 
thy countenance. 

17 Their delight shall be 
daily in thy name : and in thy 
righteousness shall they make 
their boast. 

18 For thou art the glory 
of their strength : and in thy 
loving-kindness thou shalt lin 
up our horns. 

19 For the Lord is our de- 



fence : the Holy One of Israel 
is our king. 

20 Thou speakest sometime 
in visions unto thy saints, and 
saidst : I have laid help upon 
one that is mighty; I have 
exalted one chosen out of the 
people. 

21 I have found David my 
servant : with my holy oil have 
I anointed him. 

22 My hand shall hold 
him fast : and my arm shall 
strengthen him. 

23 The enemy shall not be 
able to do him violence : the 
son of wickedness shall not 
hurt him. 

24 I will smite down his foes 
before his face : and plague 
them that hate him. 

25 My truth also and my 
mercy shall be with him : and 
in my name shall his horn be 
exalted. 

26 I will set his dominion 
also in the sea : and his right 
hand in the floods. 

27 He shall call roe. Thou 
art my Father : my God, and 
my strong salvation. 

28 And I will make him my 
iirst-bom : higher than the 
kings of the earth. 

29 My mercy will I keep 
for him for evermore : and my 
covenant shall stand fast wita 
him. 

30 His seed also will I make 
to endure for ever : and his 
throne as the days of heaven. 

31 But if his children for^ 
sake my law : and walk not in 
my judgements; 

32 If they break my statutes, 
and keep not my command- 
ments : I will visit their of* 
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fences with the rod, and their 
8in with scourges. 

33 Nevertheless, my loving- 
kindness will I not utterly take 
from him : nor suffer my truth 
to fail. 

34 My covenant will I not 
hreak, nor alter the thing that 
is gone out of my lips : I have 
sworn once hy my holiness, 
that I will not fail David. 

35 His seed shall endure for 
ever : and his seat is like as the 
sun before me. 

36 He shall stand fast for 
evermore as the moon : and as 
the faithful witness in heaven. 

37 But thou hast abhorred 
and forsaken thine anointed : 
and art displeased at him. 

38 Thou hast broken the 
covenant of thy servant : and 
cast his crown to the ground. 

Z9 Thou hast overthrown all 
his hedges : and broken down 
his strong holds. 

40 All they that go by spoil 
him : and he is become a re- 
proach to his neighbours. 

41 Thou hast set up the right 
hand of his enemies : and made 
all his adversaries to rejoice. 

42 Thou hast taken away 



the edge of his sword : and 
givest him not victory in the 
battle. 

43 Thou hast put out his 
glory : and cast his throne 
down to the ground. 

44 The days of his youth 
hast thou shortened : and co- 
vered him with dishonour. 

45 Lord, how long wilt thou 
hide thyself, for ever : and shall 
thy wrath burn like fire ? 

46 O remember how short 
my time is : wherefore hast 
thou made all men for nought ? 

47 What man is he that 
liveth^ and shall not see death : 
and shall he deliver his soul 
from the hand of hell ? 

48 Lord, where are thy old 
loving-kindnesses : which thou 
swarest unto David in. thy 
truth ? 

49 Remember, Lord, the re- 
buke that thy servants have : 
and how I do bear in my bosom 
the rebukes of many people ; 

50 Wherewith thine ene- 
mies have blasphemed thee, 
and slandered the footsteps of 
thine anointed : praised be the 
Lord for evermore. Amen, and 
Amen. 



Ver. 2. shalt thou stdblish in the heavens^ Shalt Thou 
make strong and lasting as the heavens. 

Ver, 3. a covenant with my chosen {] A promise to, 
and agreement with, David, who was God's " chosen ser- 
vant." Psalm Ixxviii. 71. See 2 Sam, vii. 12. This was 
a sign, or type, of the everlasting covenant with Christ. 
^ Behold my servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect (my 
chosen one) in whom my soul delighteth : I have put my 
Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth jujdgment to the 
Gentiles.'' Isa, xlii. 1. — ^The allusions to Christ, in this 
Psalm, are so plain and so frequent, that it is thought 
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uiwecessaiy to nemark them all : the atfeeattve reader will 
discover them. 

Fer. 4. Thy seed] Thy children, or people^ 

Ver. 5. the saints,'] The holy ones, rsalm Ixxxv. 8. 

Fer. 6. wiong the clouds :] In the heavens. 

Fer. 7. among the godsi] Among '-the sons of the 
mighty/' Bible Vers, the mighty angds. 

Fer, ft. the eouncU] The atsemhly. 

Fer. 10. of the sea :] To rule and make qitiet the stormy 
sea, is in the power of God alone. Job xx%^nu 11* J^» 
V. 22. Thus did Christ manifest His godhead* Matt, 
viii. 26* See Psalm Ixv. 7. 

Fer. 12. the round world,] The world around* the whole 

world. L,^^.:il' - 

Fer. IS. Tabor] A mountain in the west of Judea.-^ 
/f^rmon] In the east. So it is ** north and south, west and 
east,*' all quarters. 

Fer. 14. arm — handr-^ight hand.'] These denote the 
power of God* 

Fer. 15. thy seat:] Thy throne is fixed in "righteous- 
ness and justice " as wdl a9 in poweT.--<^ h^ore thy 
face,] Attend thee, make it known that Thou art present 
Psalm XXV. 9. 

Fer. 16. in the light of thy countenance.'] Psalm iv. 7, 

Fer, 17f shall they make their boast J\ ShaU thej re- 
joice, 

Fer, 18. lift up our horn$.] Make na stroi^ and powerfid« 
Psalm xviii. 1. 

Fer. 20. in visions] By wondmrful appearances, or in a 
wonderful manner, declaring thy holy will. — unio thy 
mmt$y] Here it mems t» Samuel. I Sam. xv» xvi,«"40fi 
help, |>c.] I have made him (David) ahle to give bdp» 
I Sam» xvi. 16. 

Fer, 2h anointed him,] I Sam. xv. See alao on Psalm 
a. 2 ; xlv. 1. 

Fer0 23. the son of iffiokedness] The wicked man, eape* 
oiallySaul. %Sam. xxU. 1* Thus did Chrift triumph over 
the " wicked one»" die deWL 

Fer. 26, his horn] His power, aa in ver, 18. 

Fer* 26. in the sea-^n the floods.] His dominion abaU 
readi from the Mediteminean, or Great S^ to the river 
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Enpbrates. See P$alm Ixxii. 8.— At# right hand] His 
govemmeiit. 

Fer. 27. Thou art my Father :1 How very strikingly does 
this apply to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who 
c(mtinually used the words '* My Father !*' 

Fer. 28. myfirst-hom ;] David was so called, as being 
the head of that spiritual ^mily, whieh God covenanted to 
bless ; but Christ was the " first-bom of every creature^ 
the first-born from the dead, the Prince of the kings 
of the earth." CoL i. 15^ — IS. Rev. i. 5. See also Psmlm 
11. 7. 

Fer. 31 — 34.] In these verses God declares His purpose 
of correcting any particular portion of His Church of old, 
according to its offences ; but still of preserving the ^ithful 
remnant, so that His promise to David should not fail : and 
thus it is with the Christian Church; if any part be corrupt, 
it shall be destroyed. Rev. xi. xix., but the Church shall 
stand for ever. Matt. xvi. 18 ; xxviii. 20. 

Fer. 36. ob the faUhful witneu in heaiven.'] As the raia-^ 
bow. Gen. ix. 12, 13. 

Fer. 37.] Here die Psalmist begins to lament the suc- 
cess of his enemies, who threatened him with destruction : 
he speaks in the name of the king ; for it is not supposed 
that David himself composed this Psalm* 

Fer. 38--44.] It seems that, for a time, the kii^ had 
been driven from his thione. And this part of the Psalm 
may foreshow that short season, when the aaemies of Christ 
thought they had succeeded asainst Him for ever, by put- 
ting Him to death, Matt, xxvii. 39 — 4:3 ; and His disciples 
thought so likewise, Luke xxiv. 21* 

Fer. 39. ail hia hedges :] All his means of protection and 
safety. Psalm Ixxx. 12. 

Fer. 40. $pinl him :] Rob and plunder him. 

Fer. 45. for ever ;] Shall it be for ever ? 

Fer. 46. how short my time is ;] That, as I have not 
long to live. Thou wouldest turn and prosper me.— for 
nought?'] For aothing, for vanity and trouble. Psalm 
xxxix. 6, 7* 

F&r. 47. of hell?] Of the grave. 

Fer. 49. the rehuhes] The reproach. 

Fer. 50. slandered the footsteps'] Falsely accused the 
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conduct of Thy servanty their king ; just as the Jews 
knowingly brought false accusations against Jesus. 



The word of God can never fiedly either in respect to His 
Chturch at large, or to particular members of that Church: 
f* Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away." MatL xxiv. 35. ** God is not a man, that he should 
lie ; neitner the son of man, that he should repent : hath he 
said, and shall he not do it ? or hath he spoken, and shall he not 
make it good ? " Numb, zxiii. 19. After David's day, the king- 
dom was sadly divided ; and the people forsook the Lord, and 
went after their idols : for this they were severely punished, and 
were suffered to fall into the hands of their enemies ; and it 
seemed as if the throne and the race of David were about to ^ 
cut off for ever. But the Lord preserved the Church and king, 
dom on account of the faithful few ; even until the coming of 
Christ, " the promised seed," to sit *' upon the throne of David ;" 
to be the head for ever of that spiritual kingdom, in which the 
kingdom of David was to be completed. In the same manner 
will the Church of Christ be preserved to the end of time, till it 
be completed in heaven. Corrupt portions of it will fall into 
decay; corrupt members of it will perish ; but the Church itself 
shall stand, however persecuted. And every true and faithful 
believer shall stand, even though he were to stand alone : he 
may suffer, indeed, amongst perishing sinners, and he may die 
the death of the body ; but he shall be saved with an everlasting 
salvation : he shsdl be *' more than conqueror through Christ 
that loved him." Rom. viii. 37* ** Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life." Rev. ii. 10, 

QUESTIONS. 

My song shall be alway, of what? — I have said, what? 
'— Stablish in the heavens ? — A covenant with My chosen ? — 
With whom? — ^Thy seed?— Among the clouds?— Among the 
gods ? — In the council ? — ^The saints ?-^£xplain ver. 10. — Of 
the round world ? — ^Tabor and Hermon ? — ^Thou hast a mighty 
arm ? — Explain ver. 1 5. — Walk in the light of Thy countenance ? 
— Make their boast ? — Lift up our horns ? — In visions ? — Ex- 
plain ver. 20. — The son of wickedness ? — In the sea ? — In the 
floods? — He shall call Me, what? — ^To whom may this be ap^ 
plied ? — My first-born ? — ^The faithful witness in heaven ? — ^Cast 
his crown to the ground ? — His hedges ? — Spoil him ? — All men 
for nought ? — From the hand of hell? — Remember the rebuke I 
-^Slandered the footsteps ? 
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THE EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

iSCotnms ^raset. 

PSALM XC. 

This Psalm is supposed to have been written by Moses^ 
when God shortened the days of the murmuring Israelites in 
the wilderness. Numb. xiv. It describes the short and 
fleeting state of man upon earth ; and therefore is one of the 
proper Psalms in our Funeral Service. 



I Lord, thou hast been our 
refuge : from one generation to 
another. 

• 2 Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever the earth 
and the world were made : thou 
art God from everlasting, and 
world without end. 

3 Thou turnest man to de- 
struction : again thou sayest. 
Come again, ye children of 
men. 

4 For a thousand years in 
thy sight are but as yesterday : 
seeing that is past as a watch 
in the night. 

5 As soon as thou scatterest 
them they are even as a sleep : 
and fade away suddenly like the 
grass. 

6 In the morning it is green, 
and groweth up : but in the 
evening it is cut down, dried 
up, and withered. 

7 For we consume away in 
thy displeasure : and are afraid 
at thv wrathful indignation. 

8 Thou hast set our mis* 
deeds before thee : and our 
secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance* 



9 For when thou art angry, 
all our days are gone : we 
bring our years to an end, as it 
were a tale that is told. 

10 The days of our age are 
threescore years and ten ; and 
though men be so strong that 
they come to fourscore years : 
yet is their strength then but 
labour and sorrow : so soon 
passeth it away, and we are 
gone. 

11 But who regardeth the 
power of thy wrath : for even 
thereafter as a man feareth, so 
is thy displeasure. 

12 So teach us to number 
our days : that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom. 

13 Turn thee again, O Lord, 
at the last : and be gracious 
unto thy servants. 

14 O satisfy us with thy 
mercy, and that soon : so shall 
we rejoice and be glad all the 
days of our life. 

15 Comfort us again, now 
after the time that thou hast 
plagued us ; and for the vears 
wherein we have sufferea ad<» 
versity. 



254 The NineUeth Psalm. [181ii Day. 



16 Sliow thy servants thy 
work : and thitf childrsn tiiy 



17 And the glorions majesty 



of the Lord onr God he npon 
OS : prober thoa the work of 



glory. our hands upon us, O prosper 



thou our handy-work. 



Ver. 1. our refuge :'] ** Our dweUing-place." Bible Vers 
After all our wanderings^ Thou art our rest and our 
home. 

Ver, 3. Come again, ye children ofmen,'\ Return to the 
dust, out of which ye were made. Gen, iii. 19. 

Ver, 4. For a thousand years'] Though die sentence 
which God passed upon Adam was not put in force imme- 
diately ; though he, and many after him, lived many hun* 
dreds of years, what are they in the sight of God ? What 
are they, when compared with eternity ? they are but as 
a day. 2 Pet. iiL 8. — seeing that is past^ A thousand 
years are even passed like a watch in the night. The night 
was divided into four portiiMis o£ three hours each^ begin- 
ning at six in the evening: these portions were called vote Aes. 
Mark xiii. S5. Luke xii. S8. 

Ver, 5f as a sleep :] They die as if diey fell asleep. 
Psalmlxxiiu 19. 

Ver, 7. we consume away'] The Israelites were not suf- 
fered to set a Soot on Canaan, till all the people of "twenty 
years old and upward " bad died. Numb, xiv. 29. So they 
perished in God's anger. Numb. xviL 12. And thus it is 
in the world ; men are ever ** consuming away under God*s 
displeasure'' at sin, afBicted with "divers diseases and 
sundry kinds of death." 

Ver. 8. our secret sins] The sins which we hoped to 
have kept secret. 

Ver. 11. [who regardeth, ^c] Who considereth this as 
he ought to do ? especially when he knows diat aocording 
as Thou art feared and served, so will be Thy dealings with 
men* 

Ver, 12. to number our days ;] So to think on the short- 
ness of our days. — unto wisdom^ To true wisdom^ to the 
one thing needful, to a preparation for eternity. 

Ver. 15. after the time'] According to the time ; let our 
future comlbrt and prosperity bear some proportion to crar 
past afflictions. 

Ver. 16. Show thy servants] Moses still prayed ^t 
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the people mig^t Me the gloiy of God in the land of 
Canaan. 

Ver, 17. our handy ^worh.^ The work which we have 
to do. 



The favour and protection of God are the only suitable rest 
and comfort of the soul in Clus evil world ; and God is become, 
in Christ Jesus, the refuge and dwelling-place to which we may 
npair, under all tlie atorms that beat upon us. Our life is but 
** a pilgrimage*'' but a short journey ; our ** days but few and 
eviL" Gen, xlvii. 9. "The voice said. Cry ; and he said. What 
shall I cry ? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is 
as the flower of the field : the ffrass widieretn, the flower fadeth, 
because the Spirit of the Lord hJowetfa upon it : surely the peo« 
pie is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth ; but the 
word of our God shall stand for ever." ha. xl. 6 — 6. 1 Pet, 
i. 24, 25. Much, indeed, may the serious heart gather from the 
various images under which we shortness of life is represented 
to us in Scripture ; as a ioumey or a span ; as the grass, or the 
flower; as a watch in the night; as a dream, or a tale; as a 
amoke, or a vapour $ as a vain shadow, or a thing of nought. 
We should, therefope, pray God to make us doubly careful and 
diligent in ** working out our salvation ;" to ^ve us the grace 
of uis Holy Spirit, thai we may " work whUe it is day : for the 
niffht Cometh when no man can work.^ John ix. 4. fi^ce we 
"know not what shall be on the morrow," Jame$ iv. 14, O let 
US be wiee to-day f "be wise and consider our latter end." 
IkiU. xxxii. 29. I%is is the concern of every one of us, this 
our calling, this our work, ' so to pass through things tempo- 
ral, that we may not lose ^ things eternal : ' for this we were 
bom into the world ; ami whoever he be that attends not, with 
aOi his heart and soul, (o this one thing, '* it had been good for 
4bat man if he had not been horn/' Matt, xxvi. 84. O let us 
take a lesson from ^obedient Israel : how many of them werie 
shut out of the promised land for their transgressions ! The 
word of God declared it ; and so it came to pass. So shall every 
unrepoitant sinner be shut out of the heavenly Canaan, the lana 
of eternal rest. O left us waUt with God for our few short years 
on earth, that we may find an entrance into His eveiiasting king- 
dom, through Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

aUBSTIOXSi 

Come again, ye children of men ? — A watch in the night ?— 
Aa asleep?— To what ^se may life be compared )«-To what does 
Ifiiah compare it ?-^B^eat the pa«Mige.-"To what does the 7th 
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yene alliide ? — Our secret nns ? — Thereafter, &c. ver. 1 1 ? — Ta 
nninber oor days ? — For what purpose? — ^Explain ver. 1 5. — ^Thy 
work ? — What work ?— Who is supposed to hare been the author 
of this Psalm ?— rWhat does it teach us ? 



PSALM XCI. 

Here are described the safety andsticcess of the righteous^ 
under the care and protection of Jehovah* The Messiah is 
especially intended. 



1 Whoso dwelleth under the 
defence of the Most High : shall 
abide under the shadow of the 
Almi((hty. 

2 I will say unto the Lord, 
Thou art my hope and my 
strong hold : my God, in him 
will I trust. 

3 For he shall deliver thee 
from the snare of the hunter : 
and from the noisome pestilence. 

4 He shall defend thee under 
his wings, and thou sbalt be 
safe under his feathers ; his 
faithfulness and truth shall be 
thy shield and buckler. 

5 Thou shalt not be afraid 
for any terror by night : nor 
for the arrow that flieth by 
day; 

6 For the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness : nor for 
the sickness that destroyeth in 
the noon-day. 

7 A thousand shall fall be- 
side thee, and ten thousand at 
thy right hand : but it shall not 
eome nigh thee. 

8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt 
thou behold : and see th^ re- 
ward of the ungodly. 

Ver, Ir under the shadow] Psalm xvii. 8. He that puts 
himself under the protection of the Almighty, shall be sure 



9 For thou. Lord, art my 
hope : thou hast set thine 
house of defence very high. 

10 There shall no evil hap^ 
pen unto thee : neither shall 
any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. 

11 For he shall give his 
angels charge over thee : to 
keep thee in all thy ways. 

12 They shall oear thee in 
their hands : that thou hurt not 
thy foot against a stone. 

13 Thou shalt go upon the 
lion and adder : the young 
lion and the dragon shalt thou 
tread under thy feet. 

14 Because he hath set his 
love upon me, therefore will I 
deliver him : I will set him up, 
because he hath known my 
Name. 

15 He shall call upon me, 
and I will hear him : yea, I am 
with him in trouble ; I will de- 
liver him» and bring him to 
honour. 

16 With long life will I 
satisfy him : and show him my 
salvation. 



18th Day.] The Ninety-first Psalm^ 25? 

to be safely preserved. These words are supposed to be 
spoken in the presence of some godly person, who imme<- 
diately replies in ver. 2, " I will say unto the Lord," &c. 
Then the Psalmist addresses him again, ver. 3 — 8. Then 
ttiis person says, ver. 9, " For thou, Lord, art my hope ;" 
upon which the Psalmist again addresses him to the end 
of ver. 13. And the three last verses are the words of 
Jehovah, respecting this godly person, who in truth is the 
Messiah. 

Ver, 3. from the snare, S^cJ] As the beast is delivered 
from the snare of the hunter, Prov* y'u 5. — noisome'] 
Hurtful, dangerous. 

Ver^ 4. wings — feathers :] Psalm xvii. 8. — shield and 
luckier.'] Psahn v. 13 ; xviii. 1. 

Ver. 5. nor for the arrow] Nor for any weapon, nor any 
enemy. 

Ver, 7. it shall not, ij-c] The pestilence shall not comd 
nigh thee. The righteous have often been delivered in a 
very remarkable manner ; and when they are ^suffered to 
fall, they fall not under God's displeasure, but " are taken 
away from the evil to come." Isa. Ivii. 1. 

Ver. 8. the reward] The recompense, the punishment : 
thou shalt see it, but not share it. 

Ver. 9. thou hast set] The godly person, in taking the 
Lord for his hope, has placed himself on high, beyond the 
reach of injury. 

Ver, 11, 12.] These two verses, as relating to the 
Messiah, are quoted by Satan in his temptation of our 
blessed Lord. Matt. iv. 6. — angels] See Psalm xxxiv. 7. 
— that thou hurt not, S^c,] Lest any harm happen to Thee. 

Ver. 13.] Dangerous enemies are oflen represented by 
furious of venomous animals. — upon the lion — the young 
liofi] Psalm xvii. 11,12. — adder:] Mark jly'i. 1%, — the 
dragon] Psalm xliv. 20. Isa. xxvii. 1. Rom. xvi. 20. 

Ver. 14. hath known my Name.] Hath acknowledged 
Me as his only help and stay. In these three last verses,* 
Jehovah promises "blessing and honour" and eternal life 
to the Messiah : and through Him, to every righteous 
believer. 
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Ewerjr 000 amst pianij pvoeitv Chat ut tUi wcrM w& are 6i« 
poaed to niiinlMiiflwe?flg wmddmagtn, fram wbich mo pradttiaB^ 
or courage, or stnqgtli of oar owi^ caa poaaiUf aacvrevs: 
accidents come, diBeaiee come^ in waji which we oannot idra* 
aee : and in a moment we find onraelvee plunged into trouble^ of 
whidi we could not have the least expectation. But God know- 
«th and f orcae e tfa all things ; and He '* order e A all things both 
in hearen and in earth." What are called the gifts of rortune, 
what seems to be die wmk of chance, what as |ii«diiced hj tha 
skill or exertion of man — all is subject to the control ana ^po- 
venmient of Che gnat Ahnigh^ Md. Evenr good we ^mjoj 
comes forth from Him; andeverj evil that bends as arises from 
His permission, for some wise purpose. Man may be an iDstra- 
ment, but God is the author and mover of all ; every being, and 
«very thing in the world, is to he rqy a r d ed as an instrument in 
His hand : and He makes '' all things work together for die 
good'' of His servants and the pmndmieBt of tMse who rebel 
against Him. Surely, then, we are strongly called upon, even 
on the ground of seu-iateres^ to place oundves under His sro- 
Tidenee and protection ; to pray for the mighty aid of Hk Uolf 
Spirit to help and defend us, and for the ministry of His Holy 
angels '' to keep us in all our ways." Let us put our whole 
trust in that blessed Saviour, who assures His disdples ''diat 
the very hairs of their head are aU numbered." MM. z. 30. 
Thus we dudl live with Him ia this woild as lon|^ as it is good 
for us, and He will take us at last to reign with Him for evor. 

QUKSnOKS. 

From the snare of the hunter ? — ^Noisome ? — His wi^^ and 
feathers ? — Thy shield and buckler ? — ^The arrow that ^th by 
dajr? — Whom shall He give chaige over the righteous? — ^fi]^ 
plain ver. 13. — ^To whom is this rsafan addressed ?— By whom 
IS it quoted ?'— What do we learn from it ? 



PSALM XCIL 

The duty of thanksgiving ; de$er$ked in the Bible as 
"A Psalm or Song far the SMalh Day ;"' probably wriUeu 
by David, 

1 It is a good thing to give I 2 To tell of thy loving- 
thanks unto the Lord : and to kindness early in the morning : 
sing praises unto thy name, O and of thy truth in the night* 
Most Highest ; season ; 
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3 Upon an iaatnunent of ten 
-strings, and upon the lute : 
upon a loud instniraent^ and 
upon tiie harp. 

4 For thou. Lord, hast made 
wot glad t^ongb thy works : 
and I will rejoice in giving 
praise for the operations of thy 
hands. 

5 O Lord, how glorious are 
thy works ; thy thoughts are 
very deefx. 

4 An iittwi«e buo doih not 
«rell ooQfider this : and a fool 
doth not nnderstimd it* 

7 When the ungodly «re 
^;reen as the grint, aod when 
all tbe workers of wickedness 
4o flourish : thra shsll they be 
dflstaroyed for ever ; tot tliou. 
Lord* art the Most Highest for 
(STennore. 

8 For lo, thine enemies, O 
Xiord, lo, thine enemies shall 
perish : and fdl tibe vorken of 
svkkedeess aluJil he destroyed* 

Ver. 4. for the operations of thy hands..'] For all that 
Thou hast done for me. 

Fer, 6, a fool] A careless earthly man ; a despisar of 
holy things ; he <;an know nothing df ^' the deep things of 
God." Thus 1 Cor. ii. 14—16, " The natural man," ^c 

Ver. 7. green as the grass,] When they are freA and 
strong. 

Ver. 8. thine enemies^] That is, all l3ie ungodly. 

Ver. 9. mine horn] Pso^w xviii. 1. — an unicorn :] Psalm 
xxii. 21. — with fresh oil.] Prnhn xxiii. 5. 

Ver. 10. his lust] Its desire* Psalm liv. 7. It was 
necessary that David's enemies should be overthrown, in 
order to his deliverance and God's glory. — his desire] The 
desire I enteitain in regard to the wicked, namely, that 
their devices may fail. 

Ver. 11. a palm tree — a cedar] The wicked are com- 
pared to gay and withering grass, ver. 7 ; the righteous to 
noble and long-lived trees. — Libanus.] Lebanon. 



9 Hut mine horn shall be 
exalted like the horn of an uni- 
corn : for I am anointed with 
fresh oil. 

10 Mine e^ shall also see 
his lust of mme enemies : and 
mine ear shall hear his desive 
of the wicked that arise up 
against me. 

11 The righteous shall flou- 
rish like a psdm ta?ee : and shall 
spread abroad like a oedar in 
labanos. 

12 Such as are {Wanted m 
the house of the Lord : shall 
floudsh in the courts of the 
house of our God. 

13 They also i^all bring 
forth more fruit in their ^e : 
and shall be fat and wU- 
likiog. 

14 'Dtat they may show how 
troe iJbe Lord my streaagth is ; 
and that these is no uroight- 
epusBsas in ~ 
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Ver. 12. Such as are plaKted] See Psalm lii. 9. ha, 
Ixi. 1 — 3. 

Fer. 13. more fruit in their age :] Their graces and 
virtues shall increase with their years. This is the true 
character of all God's people. Cel, i. 10. — welUlikingi] 
Floi 



It is oar duty, and it should he our greatest delight, to sing 
the praises of our good and glorious God who hath done such 
great things for us ; loading us with the blesnngs of His provi- 
dence, and enriching us with the treasures of His grace. Of 
these His continual mercies we should be continually mindfol $ 
at morning and evening especially our hearts should u% lifted up, 
and our voices attuned to prayer and thanksgiving. And the 
Sabbath, the Lord's own day, should be altogether a day of 
worship and praise : thou shalt *'call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honourable, and shalt honour him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine own words." Ira. Iviii. 13. And these praises of the 
righteous shall never end : when they leave the earth they shall 
be taken to heaven, and there sing a new song of rejoicing. 
For while the wicked are cut off like the fading grass, and perish 
for ever, the righteous shall flourish like a great and goodly tree: 
they shall grow more and more vigorous and fruitfol; every 
year and every day shall see them ripening for glory ; and thej 
shall be transplanted at last into the paradise of God, and bear 
fruit in life eternal. O my soul, see that thou be thus fruitful : 
art thou advancing, day by day, in the work of thy salvation, in 
thy walk with God, in the mastery over thy evil affections and 
habits, in all holiness and righteousness ? Advancing thou art; 
or otherwise the true life is not in thee. *' Grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and for ever. Amen." 2 Fet, iii. 18. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is a good thing ? — For the operations of thy hands?— 
Mine horn, &c. ? — With fresh oil ?— See his lust ? — ^To what are 
the wicked compared? — ^To what the righteous? — ^What shall 
they do in their age ? — Well-liking ? — ^What is the subject, and 
what the purpose, of this Psalm ? 
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iSbming ^rager* 

PSALM XCIII. 

The majesty, powevy and holiness of JehovaKs kingdom. 
The Jews acknowledge that this and the seven following 
Psalms speak of the Messiah. 



4 The floods are riseiiy O 
Lord> the floods have lift up 
their voice : the floods lift up 
their waves. 

5 The waves of the sea are 
mighty, and rage horribly : but 
yet the Lord, who dwelleth on 
high, is mightier. 

6 Thy testimonies, O Lord, 
are very sure : holiness becom- 
eth thine house for ever. 



1 The Lord is King, and 
hath put on glorious apparel : 
the Lord hath put on his ap- 
parel, and girded himself with 
strength. 

2 He hath made the round 
world so sure : that it cannot 
be moved. 

3 Ever since the world began 
hath thy seat been prepared : 
thou art from everlasting. 

Ver. 1. is King^l God is King of all the earth; in 
a more especial manner He was the King of Israel. 
And the Jews always regarded their Messiah as a king. 
Luke xix. 38. John xii. 15 ; xix. 12 — 15. And Jesus 
speaks of Himself as such. Luke xxii. 30. John xviii. 
36. — apparel,"] Clothing. The Lord is clothed in ma- 
jesty. 

Fer. 2. the round world"] Psalm Ixxxix. 12. 

Ver. 3. thg seat] Thy throne. Psalm xlv. 7. 

Fer. 4, 5. The floods — their waves.] The enemies of 
God*s kingdom are often compared to floods, swelling and 
raging with great power. Isa. viii. 7, 8 ; xvii. 12, 13.. 
Jer. xlvi. 7, 8. Here, therefore, is foretold the power 
and dominion of Christ, who shall " reign till he hath put 
all enemies under his feet." 1 Cor. xv. 25. 

Fer. 6. Thy testimonies,] Thy promises, which bear 
witness to Thee, are sure and faithful. — holiness becometh 
thine house] Perhaps it may mean, " holiness is the 
ornament of Thy house or sanctuary," from which Thy 
word of promise has come forth. Where Thou dwellest, 
truth must ever dwell. 
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The servant of God in the midst of all the evils which he sees 
and feels in the world, and of all the enemies by which he is 
surrounded, has this poirarftil coasdatiott, that '' the Lord is 
King ;" that *' his kingdom ruleth over all ;" that though the 
wicked should rage and swell, as the waters of the mighty sea, 
Jehovah has assigned to-them theif boonds, which they can ia 
no wise pass. As the Lord Jesus, our King Messiah, rebuked 
the troubled wsvea upon the stormy lake, and " there was a 
grcaifc odai," {Matt,- viii. 26,) so haB< He power over every spirit of 
man, and humbles the lofty daring of cfver j rebellious sinner. 
Of this great King, this ' Lord of all power and might,' may 
we be the true and obedient subjects ! But let us properly under- 
stand the nature of His kingdom ; hear His own words : " My 
kingdom is not of this world." *' Behold, the kingdom of Godf 
is within you." John xviiL 36. Luke xvii. 21. It must be set 
up in our hearts, bearing rule over our affections and desires, 
and bringi ng them all into a blessed subjection to His holy will 
and law. We must be delivered from the dominion of Satan 
and this evil world, from *' all the sinful lusts of the fiesh,'^ and 
" deanre stedfastly unto God/^ Thus, while we Uve in the worlds 
we shall be raised above it ; and we shall enter with our Lord 
into His everliasting kingdom of joy and glory. 

atrsSTioNs. 

Wka is King?--What has He put (m?--Apparel?— What 
apparel? — ^Thy seat .^-^ Who are signified by the floods?-* 
]£q)lain ver. 6. — Of whom does this Psalm speak ? 



PSALM XCIV. 

The Psalmist ccMs tip^n the Lerd to judge ^ u/ngodfyf 
andforeteh their doom ^ — the righteous are ha^py evenii^ 
cpjl^ction* 



1 Lord God, to whom ven- 
geance belongeth : thou God, 
to whom vengeance belongeth, 
show thyself. 

2 Arise, thou Judge of the 
world : and reward the proud 
after their deserving. 

3 Lord, how long shall the 



ungodly : how long shall tke 
ungodly triumph ? 

4 How long shall all wicked 
doers speak so disdainf^illy rand 
make such proud boasting } 

5 They smite down thy neO" 

gle, O Lord : andtrouble thine 
eritage* 
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6 Thgj mnrdis the widow, 
and the stranger : and put the 
&therle88 to death. 

7 And yet they say, Tttsh, 
the Lord snail not see : neither 
shall the Gro<l of Jacob regard it. 

8' Take heed, ye nawise 
among the people : O ye fools, 
iriien will ye understand ? 

d He that planted the ear, 
shall he not hear : or he that 
made the eye, shall he not 
see* 

K) Or he that nortoreth the 
heathen : it is he that teacheth 
nun kaowkdge^ shall not he 
pnnish^ 

11 The Lord knoweth the 
thoughts of man : that they ure 
hut vain. 

12 Blessed is the man whom 
thou chastenesl^ O Lord : and 
teadiest him in thy law ;. 

\^ That thou mayeat give 
^m patience in time of adver- 
sity I until the pit be digged 
up for the ungodly. 

14 For the Lord will not fail 
his people : neither wiU he 
forsake his inheritance ; 

15 Until sighteGNisne8s= turn 
again untojadgement : all such 



as are true m heart shall follow 
it. 

1 6 Who wiH rise up with me 
against the wicked : or who 
will take my part against the 
evil-dbers ? 

17 If tile Lard had not helped 
rae r it had not i^ed but my 
soul bad been put to silence. 

18 But when I said. My feot 
hath slipped : thy mercy, O 
Lord, helped me up. 

19 In the multitude of the 
sorrows that I had in my heart r 
thy coaaforti have refreshed my 
soul. 

20 Wilt thou have anything 
to do with the stool of wicked- 
ness : which imaginethmisehief 
as a law ? 

21 They gather them toge^ 
ther against the soui of the 
righttsons : and condemn the 
innocent blood*. 

22 But the Lord is my 
refuge : and my God is the 
strength of my confidence. 

23 He shall recompense them 
their wickedness, and destroy 
them in their own malice : yea, 
the^ ILord our God shaU destroy 
them. 



Ver, 1. to whom pengeanee belonffeth:"} Maiii corrects 
OfSenderSy but it is only to prevent fi:^ure ofiences, not as. 
a recompense for the past : it is for God alone to lepay^ 
Deut. xxxii. 35. Rom, xii» 19. 

Ver. 4. speak so disdainfully ;] With, such contempt of 
Thee and Thy people. 

Ver. 8. unwise — -fools,'] Psalm 3icii. 6. 

Ver. 9. shall he not hear : ^c] Men are encouraged in 
wickedness by imagining that God doea not behold or 
regard what they do to His people. The folly of such a 
thought is shown in this verse ; He who bestowed, on man 
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the power of seeing and hearing, must Himself possess 
these powers in greater perfection — ^must have perfectly in 
Himself all the knowledge that such senses can teach unto 
man. 

Ver. 10. thai nurtureth'] That nourisheth, that feedeth 
them with instruction. In the Bible Version it is thus : 
** He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct ? 
" he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know ? 
— ^The same lesson is to be learnt in whichever sense we 
read it. 

Ver. 11. the thoughts] The Lord not only hears and 
sees, not only is acquainted with what men say and do, but 
also '* knoweth the thoughts.'' 

Ver. 12. and teachesty ^c] Blessed is the man who is 
taught by Thy chastening ; blessed is that affliction by 
which he is taught Thy will. Heb. xii. 5 — 1 1 . 

Ver. 13. until the pit, <^c.] Till the grave be ready for 
the ungodly, till they perish. 

Ver. 15. Until righteousness^ ^c] The Lord will not 
forsake His people, but abide with them till He makes 
their cause triumph. It may have seemed as if righteous- 
ness and justice had forsaken the judgment-seat, and 
wickedness was left to prosper ; but this was only for a 
season of trial; righteousness will take her place again in 
judgment, and then all the true-hearted will follow her 
with holy confidence and comfort. 

Ver. 17. my soul had been put to silence.] I had been 
laid in the silent grave. Psalm xxxi. 19 ; cxv. 17* 

Ver. 18. My foot hath slipped :] I am in danger of fall- 
ing into the hands of my enemies. 

Ver. 20. the stool of wickedness : ^c] The throne, or 
judgment-seat, of the wicked, who devise mischief, and 
practise it under the forms of law. 

Ver. 21. against the sout] Against the life. How exactly 
does this verse describe the cause of Jesus ! Both Judas 
and Pilate bare witness to the innocency of the blood that 
was shed. Matt, xxvii. 4 — 24. 

Ver. 23. destroy them in their own malice :] Making 
their wicked plots and dealings against the righteous to 
become the means of their own destruction. See on Psalm 
vii. 16, 17. 
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We must never breathe a spirit of vengeance; never take 
pleasure in the punishment of an offender, however grievously 
we may have suffered from him. If he has been guilty of any 
sin, he has done more injury to himself than to us ; and we 
should pray heartily that he may repent and be forgiven. God, 
who knoweth the heart, can alone judge of the true state and 
character of every man living : against God is the great offence 
in every transgression ; to God alone, therefore, can vengeance 
belong ; and He will most certainly " reward every man accord- 
ing to his work ; '* justice may seem to slumber for a time, but 
it is only delayed, that the sinner may be either moved to repent- 
ance, or be left to " fill up the measure of his iniquities." But 
the wicked take encouragement from this forbearance of Hea- 
ven : and as they go on, day after day, without any hindrance 
in their course of evil, they imagine that God sees not, hears 
not, observes not, what they do or say ; and therefore, that they 
shall never be called to account. What folly is this ! God is 
every where, and cannot be ignorant of any thing ; neither '^ is 
there any creature that is not manifest in his sight, but all things 
are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do.'' Heh, iv. 13. Let the sinner tremble, and the righteous 
trust in the goodness and justice of God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord^ who deals out judgment in the present world as it 
best suits the interest of His kingdom ana people; and who 
will, on the latter day, rectify every seeming injustice, and make 
every '^ crooked thing straight." "And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment : but the righteous into life etemaL" 
Matt, XXV. 46. 

QUESTIONS. 

To whom does vengeance belong? — ^^^ — Reward the 
proud ? — Disdainfully ? — ^When they said, " The Lord shall not 
see," what argument does the Psalmist use to show their folly ? 
— ^Nurtureth ? — Explain ver. 14, 15. — Put to silence ? — My foot 
hath slipt ? — ^The stool of wickedness, &c. ? — Show to whom 
ver. 21 may be applied. — Destroy them in their own malice ? 



THE NINETEENTH DAY. 

iHotnmg Eraser. 

PSALM XCV. 

An invitation to bless and worship God, and to live in 
holy obedience before Him, This Psalm is therefore very 
properly used in the opening of our Church service, 

N 
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1 O come, let m smg imto 
tiie Lord : let ns heartily rqoioe 
in the strength of our salratioii. 

2 Let OS conie before his 
presence widi thanksgiving : 
and show ourselres glad in him 
with psalms. 

3 For the Lord is a great 
God : and a great King abore 
all gods. 

4 In his hand are all the 
CfHuers of the earth : and the 
strength of the hills is his 
also. 

5 The sea is his, and he made 
it : and his hands prepared the 
diyland. 

6 O come, let ns worship and 
fill down : and kneel before the 
Lord our Mak». 



7 For he is the Lord oar 
God : and we are the people 
of his pastore, and the sheep of 
his hand. 

8 To-day if yje wMl hear hi» 
voice, harden not your heaits : 
as in &e provocation, and as in 
the day ef temptation in the 
wilderness; 

9 When your lathers tempt- 
ed me : proved me, and saw 
my works. 

10 Forty years long was I 
grieved with this generaticm, 
and said : It is a people that d^ 
err in Iheir hearts, for they 
have not known my ways ; 

11 Unto whom I sware in 
my wrath : that they shoirid 
not enter into my rest. 



Ver, 2. before his presence'\ As dwelliag within tlie ark 
]n the taheniacle; and now dwelling in the Christitfk 
Church. God's " presence " is every where ; but it shmes 
especially in His House, to bless diose that ** worship 
him in spirit and in truth." John vi. 21 — 24. See also 
Matt, xviii. 20. 

Fer, 4, 5. the corner s^ Sfc,"] The secret places and the 
lofty hills, the water and the land — all are flbe Lord's, and 
under His government. 

Fer* 6. fall down :] Let us pray to the Almighty , as 
.well as praise Him : and let us honour Him with our 
bodies, as well as our souls, for both are His. To kneel 
in prayer has been the custom of all ages : evert to their 
fellow- creatures men are apt to kneel, when they ask any 
great favoiHr widi more than conrmon earnestness. And 
no true worshipper of God (unless he has some bodily in- 
firmity) will be cOTitent with any other posture. Many 
persons attempt to defend their sitting at public worship. 
It is folly to reason about it at all : they would not sit, if 
their heart were htimble and full. Do they sit in their 
private prayers to God ? When the broken-hearted peni- 
tent sues for mercy, does he take his chair, or fall down 
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on his knees ? It is a shame, at least, to be sitting at 
Church, while the congregation is kneeling. 

Fer, 7. pasture — sheep] Psalm xxiii, 1 ; Ixxvii. 20. 

Ver, 8 — 11. To-day^ 4^c.] Jehovah speaks here: "If 
ye will ever hear His (your Shepherd's) voice, let your 
hearts be soflened to-day, and be no longer disobedient." 
We see then the character of the true flock ; they " hear 
the voice" of the Shepherd; so says the same "good 
Shepherd '* in the Gospel. John x. 3, 4. 16. — provocation*-^ 
temptation] As when ye provoked Me in your journey 
through the wilderness, and tried Me in your unbelief, not 
satisfied with My goodness and power, and demanding 
further proofs. Exod. xvii. 7. 

Ver, 10. yrieved] Provoked — offended — for the space 
of" forty years.'* Nismb, xiv. 33, 34. — that do err in their 
hearts,] Observe, the heart was the cause of all their 
* sins, negligences, and ignorances ; ' they did not obey, 
because they did not believe ; and they did not believe, 
because they were set against the truth ; preferring sin to 
holiness — evil to good. John iii. 19. Rom, i. 21. — not known] 
Not understood or considered. See Psalm i. 7. 

Fer, 11. Unto whom I sware, ^c.] See Numb. xiv. 22^ 
23, and Josh, v. 6. This latter part of the Psalm is very 
fully applied by the Apostle to believers under the Go^»el, 
Heb, iii. iv. ; and he informs us, that David was the audier 
of this Psalm. Heb, iv. 7. 



Let all the best powers of our soul be called forth in the wor- 
ship and praise of our God-*the ^reat Creator, the wise and 
m«rcii^l Governor of the world. Our Maker is our Shepherd — 
even Jehovah, the eternal Son of God — '^without whom was 
not any thing made rthat was made." John i. 3. He sought us 
out when lost; He brought us to His fold; He now feeds us. 
With tenderness and care, as the sheep of His hand ; He "laid 
down his life for the sheep." John x. 11. 15. Surely, if we 
*' think on these things," we shall fall down and pour out our 
hearts before Him : we shall esteem it our highest honour, as 
well as our bounden duty, so to do ; we shall delight in His 
house and His service more than in all the world besides. How 
grievous it is to see so many, ' calling themselves Christians/ 
who never " come before his presence" at all, never enter His 
house : to see so manv, who do enter, without any true devo- 
ir 2 
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tion ! UDthinking, migratefiil sinners ! Whom are ye slighting 
and despising ? — ^Yonr Creator, your Redeemer, your Judge. 
Tom, it ye vahie your souls ; turn, while ye may : ** Exhort one 
another daily, wnile it is called To-day, lest any of you he 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin/' Heh, iu. 13. Israel 
stands as a perpetual warning : when the people came out of 
Egypt they had a day of trial, and a promised rest to succeed it : 
they to whom the promise was made, were found wanting, and 
came short of their rest, — ^never set a foot on Canaan. The 
Gospel, in like manner, offers to us all another day of trial in 
this world, and another promised rest to succeed it, — a rest 
which " remaineth for the people of God " in heaven. Take we 
heed, therefore, lest we forfeit the second rest, — as murmnriiu: 
and rebellious Israel came short of the first. No other trial wiU 
be granted : if we fail now, we are lost for ever : but God for- 
bid ! may He send us His grace, that we may bow down our 
hearts before Him, and find Him " the strength of our salva- 
tion;" and thus be safely led, by the hand of our heavenly 
Shepherd, to the eternal pastures of plenty and peace. 

QUESTIONS. 

Before His presence ? — ^The comers of the earth, &c. ?— Fall 
down, and kneel — what does this teach us ? — People of His pas- 
ture? — Harden not your hearts — when? — Hear His voice?— 
Provocation — and temptation — where ? — How long ? — Grieved ? 
— Kow did the people err ? — ^What was the consequence of their 
sin ? — What does this teach us ? — Where in the New Testa- 
ment is this Psalm applied ? — ^Who wrote it? — Prove this. 



PSALM XCVI. 

All the world is invited to sing the praises, and set forth 
the salvation of God ; and it is the call of prophecy, prO' 
claiming the extent and glory of the kingdom of Christ. 
This is a portion of the Psalm delivered out by David, 
1 Chron. xvi. 



1 O sing unto the Lord a 
new song : sing unto the Lord, 
all the whole earth. 

2 Sing unto the Lord, and 
praise his name : be telling of 
nis salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his honour unto 



the heathen : and his wonders 
unto all people. 

4 For the Lord is great, and 
cannot worthily be praised : he 
is more to be feared than all 
gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the 
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heathen, they are but idols : 
but it is the Lord that made the 
heavens. 

6 Glory and worship are be- 
fore him : power and honour 
are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe unto the Lord, O 
ye kindreds of the people : as- 
cribe unto the Lord worship 
and power. 

8 Ascribe unto the Lord the 
honour due unto his name : 
bring presents, and come into 
his courts. 

9 O worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness : let the 
whole earth stand in awe of 
him. 

10 Tell it out among the 



heathen that the Lord is King : 
and that it is he who hath 
made the round world so fast 
that it cannot be moved ; and 
how that he shall judge the 
people righteously. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, 
and let the earth be glad : let 
the sea make a noise, and all 
that therein is. 

12 Let the field be joyful, 
and all that is in it : then shall 
all the trees of the wood rejoice 
before the Lord. 

13 For he cometh, for he 
Cometh to judge the earth : and 
with righteousness to judge the 
world, and the people with his 
truth. 



Ver. 1. a new song ;] A song to celebrate new mercies ; 
alluding to the new worship which was appointed on the 
removal of the ark, and which again foreshowed the new 
worship under the Gospel. 

Ver. 7. O ye kindreds'] All ye nations, of different kind 
and kin. 

Ver. 8. bring presents^ Psalm slv. 13. 

Ver. 9. in the beauty of holiness ;] In the beauty of His 
holy tabernacle and services. 

Ver. 10. that the Lord is King :] The Lord Messiah, 
Jesus Christ. We may consider this verse as a prophetic 
call to the apostles and preachers of the Gospel, to publish 
the good tidings of their new and eternal kingdom. Matt. 
xxviii. 18 — 20. — the round world'} Psalm Ixxxix. 12. 

Ver. 11, 12.] The whole creation is invited to break forth 
into joy. Psalm Ixv. 13. Isa. xliv. 23; xlv. 8. 

Ver. 13. to judge the earth:'] It alludes to the perfect 
justice and truth with which Christ should stablish His 
kingdom upon earth, Isa. xi. 4, 5 ; and to His judgment 
on the latter day. 



A new song was sung, when the ark went up to the taber- 
nacle on Mount Sion; a new song by "the multitude of the 
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hiM i m ly boat," wfaeB tbe Savioar, *' vlu<& is Chnst tiie Lard," 
WM born at Bcchldieai. Jjdbe iL 11 — 15. A new aeag, vbai 
He rote in triomph from the dead, and wben He ascended into 
Ihehesvena: then was it ** told oat amon^ the beatfaen tbat tbe 
Lord is King ;" then was the gale of His kingdon opened ta 
an mankind, and people of ail kindreds and nations and tongoes 
flocked into it. and became ent^ects of the King of ligfateoos^ 
ness and the Prince of peace. *' Tbe heavens leioiced and the 
earth was glad." Hie time of His oecond comiDg draweth near, 
to "judge the workl in righteonsness ;" it is " not £u- firom every 
one of ns ;" " He that shall come will come, and will not tarry." 
He6. X. 37. O that we may be prepared to meet Him ! looking 
with borafaie fiiitb, fervflnt in daily prayer, dffigent in tbe pmper 
work of oar calling, *' waiting and watching for the coming of 
onr Lord." Thns we shall be admitted into His heavenly -kmg^ 
dom, and sing a new song of joy intb saints and angels aromid 
His throne ; ** Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power^ be 
mito him that sittetb npon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever." Rev. v. 13. 

QUESTIOlfS. 

A new song ^ — Ye kindreds of the people? — In the beaotyof 
holiness ? — Tbe Lord is King ? — Who is this ? — When was it 
told out amon^ the heathen ? — ^On what occasions vr&te new 
songs sung ? — ^What will the Lord do at His second coming ? — 
What then should we do ? 



PSALM XCVII. 

This Psalm is thought to have been vnitten hy David 
when he obtaiued peaceable possession of the kingdom^ and 
after his enemies had been destroyed by the strong arm of the 
Lord. It foreshows the spiritual reign of Christ, and the 
overthrow of His enemies. 

1 The Lord is King, the earth j him : and burn up his enemies 
may be glad thereof : yea, the on every side. 

multitude of the isles may be 4 His lightnings gave shine 
glad thereof. ' mito the world : the eartb saw 

2 Clouds and darkness are it, ^nd was afraid. 

round about him : righteous- 5 The hills melted like wax 
ness and judgement are the !at the presence of the Lord : at 
habitation of his seat. the presence of tbe Lord of the 

3 There shall go a fire before | whole earth. 
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6 The heavens have dcclaved 
lis righteousness : and all the 
people have seen his glory. 

7 Confounded be all they 
that worship carved images, 
and that delight in vain gods : 
worship him, all ye gods. 

8 Sion heard of it, and re- 
joiced : and the daughters of 
Judah were glad because of thy 
judgements, Lord. 

9 For thou. Lord, art higher 
than all that are in the earth : 
thou art exalted far above all 
gods. 



10 O ye that love the Lord» 
see that ye hate the thing which 
is evil : the Lord preserveth 
the souls of his saints ; he shall 
deliver them from the hand of 
the uni?odly. 

1 1 There is sprung up a light 
for the righteous : and joyful 
gladness for such as are true* 
hearted. 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, ye 
righteous : and give thanks for 
a remembrance of his holi« 
nesa. 



Ver, 1. The Lord is King,'] Psalm xcvi. 13. — the isles'] 
An isle, or island, properly speaking, is a land surrounded 
by water ; but the word is often used in Scripture to sig- 
nify any country beyond the sea. Jsa. Ix. 9. The whole 
world may be glad. 

Fer, 2. Clouds and darkness] When the mercy and grace 
t)f our heavenly King are to be described, He is likened to 
the sun shining in a clear sky ; but when He comes to pour 
wrath upon His enemies, He is represented by terrible 
storms. The images in ver. 2 — 5 appear to be borrowed 
from the terrors on Mount Sinai. Psalm xviii. 7 — 15. And 
they show forth the destruction of those who opposed the 
Gospel. — righteousness and judgement, S^c.] See Psalm 
Ixxxix. 15. 

Ver, 7. all ye gods,] The very idols shall acknowledge, 
as it were, the power of Jehovah, and the worship due to 
Him, by their being bowed down to the dust. Isa, ii. 1 — 21. 
Thus the idol Dagon had been humbled. 1 Sam, v. 2, 3. 
But these words " worship him, all ye gods,*' further imply, 
that Christ shall have honour from every creature, by what- 
ever name it may be called, in heaven or in earth, Eph* 
i. 20. 22. Psalm Ixxxii. 1. 6 ; Ixxxix. 7. And St. Paul 
quotes the words in this sense, '^ Let all the angels of God 
worship him." Heh. i. 6. 

Ver,%, heard of it,] Heard of the downfall of idolatry. 
— the daughters of Judah] The cities and their inhabitants 
round about Jerusalem. Psalm ix. 14. This verse foretels 
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the joy of the Christian Churches in the days of the 
Gospel. 

Fer. 10. see that ye hate, ^c] Show your love to the 
Lord, hy hating and forsaking all sin. They who love 
God must love what He loves, and hate what He hates. — 
his saints ;] Psalm Ixxxvi. 2. 

Ver, 11, a light'] Blessings of all kinds are described by 
this figure. Christ is represented as a '* light to lighten the 
Gentiles." Luke ii. 32. 



The Lord oar King gives blessings without number to all who 
love and serve Him ; out He is terrible in judgment to those 
*' who wiU not that he should reign over them." Luke xix. 27- 
Let us bow down before Him, whom " all the angels of God 
worship;'' let us '* honour the Son even as we honour the 
Father." John v. 23. But if we really love the Lord, and desire 
that His Name should be hallowed. His kingdom come, and His 
will be done on earth as in heaven, we shall hate and dread the 
evil of sin, and carefully watch against it. This is the proof of 
our love, this is the way to promote the interest of His kingdom, 
in the midst of a rebellious world. That world we need not 
fear ; His word is pledged. His power is engaged, on behalf of 
His people : the light of joy and consolation is sown for them 
in a good soil, and wi^ surel3r spring up and ripen to a glorious 
harvest. Let us then rejoice in the Lord, though " in the world 
we have tribulation :" and we shall find, that when He cometh 
with ** clouds and darkness," with " fire and lifi^htning," to judge 
a guilty people, and when their hearts are melting with fear at 
His presence, then we shall admire His majesty and glory, and 
be comforted and blessed with the beams of His love : we shall 
share His victory, and rejoice when the world is in flames. 

QUESTIONS. 

The isles ?— Clouds and darkness, &c. ?-* Whence are these 
images borrowed ? — What do they represent ?— Worship Him, 
all ye gods ? — Sion heard of it— of what ? — ^The daughters of 
Judah? — ^What must they do, who love the Lord? — Whom 
does He preserve? — What springs up for the righteous ? — What 
is here meant by light ? 
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PSALM XCVIII. 

This Psalm was composed on the occasion of some great 
victory and blessing, and is similar to the xcvitb. 



1 O sing unto the Lord a 
new song : for he hath done 
marvellous things. 

2 With his own right hand, 
and with his holy arm : hath 
he gotten himself the victory. 

3 The Lord declared his sal- 
vation : his righteousness hath 
he openly showed in the sight 
of the heathen. 

4 He hath remembered his 
mercy and truth toward the 
house of Israel : and all the 
ends of the world have seen 
the salvation of our God. 

6 Show yourselves joyful 
unto the Lord, all ye lands : 
sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 

6 Praise the Lord upon the 



harp : sing to the harp with a 
psalm of thanksgiving. 

7 With trumpets also, and 
shawms : O show yourselves 
joyful before the Lord the 
King. 

8 Let the sea make a noise, 
and all that therein is : the 
round world, and they that 
dwell therein. 

9 Let the floods clap their 
hands, and let the hills be joy- 
ful together before the Lord : 
for he is come to judge the 
earth. 

10 With righteousness shall 
he judge the world : and the 
people with equity. 



Ver. 1. marvellous things."] Wonderful things. 

Fer. 2. hand — arm :] Psalm Ixxxix. 22. 

Fer. 4. all the ends of the worlds The same as " the 
multitude of the isles." Psalm xcvii. 1. It is a prophecy, 
that salvation through Christ shall be preached to ail 
nations. 

Fer. 7. shawms ;] Were a sort of wind instrument, of 
the trumpet kind. 

Fer. 8, 9.] Psalm xcvi. 11, 12. 

Fer. 10.] Psalm xcvi. 13. 



The Gospel had to contend with every enemy that Satan could 
find in the world : the chief priests and scribes, and all the host 
of Jewish people ; the heathen with their king, and magistrates, 
and mighty army ; all combined to crush the meek and lowly 
Jesus, with His few humble, helpless followers : but over aU 
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these forces united, Jesus gained the victory ; His kingdom was 
established, and His Gospel spread through the earth : " The 
battle was the Lord's," it was " his own right hand and his 
holy arm" which made a way for His apostles and disciples to 
preach the word, and a high-way for the people to " come unto 
him and be saved." What a marvellous display of the power 
and goodness of Jehovah ! truly does it demand our most devout 
and fervent thanksgiving ; well may we join the whole creation 
in setting forth the praises of our victorious Redeemer ; well 
may we do our part, as God affords us grace and opportunity, 
to assist in spreading over the earth the knowledge of this great 
salvation. But while we are looking and labouring for others, 
let us never forget ourselves ; our own state and condition, our 
own happiness and safety. Has the Lord gained for Himself a 
victory in our hearts ? is His throne of grace and righteousness 
established there ? are the mighty foes, sin and Satan, humbled 
and subdued ? though not yet driven out, are they kept under ? 
are we more and more set free from each besetting sin, and daily 
" adding to our faith virtue ? " 2 Pet. i. 6. If so, we have great 
reason to *' show ourselves Joyful;" the Saviour's conquest is 
our own ; and for every sin subdued, for every stronghold of 
Satan destroyed, for every field of righteousness won, we may 
''sing a new song" to the Lord of grace and glory. 

QUESTIONS. 

Marvellous things ?— All the ends of the world — to what does 
it allude ?— Shawms ? — What is the subject of this Psalm ? 



TSALM XCIX. 



The majesty and mercy of Jehotmh are celebrated in this 
Psalm, and the people are exhorted to worship Him. 



1 The Lord is Kin^, be the 
people never so impatient : he 
sitteth between the cherubims, 
be the earth never so unquiet. 

2 The Lord is great in Sion : 
and high above all people. 

3 They shall give thanks unto 
thy name : which is great> won- 
derful, and holy. 

4 The King's power loveth 
judgement ; thou hast prepared 
•qi;dty : thou hast executed 



judgement and righteousness 
in Jacob. 

5 O magnify the Lord our 
God : and fall down before his 
footstool, for he is holy. 

6 Moses and Aaron among 
his priests, and Samuel among 
such as call upon his name : 
these called upon the Lord, and 
he heard them. 

7 He spake unto them out of 
the cloudy pillar : for they kept 
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ilk testimonies, and the law 9 O magnify the Lord our 
that he gave them. God, and worship him upon 

8 Thou heardest them, O , his holy hill : for the Lord our 
iiord our God : thou foiigaveet | God is holy« 
them, O Godf and punishedat j 
their own inventions. ' 

Ver. 1. The Lord is Kin$fj'] These words have the same 
meaning as in Psalm xcvi. 10 ; xcvii. 1, and relate to the 
Messiah : however the people rebel against Him, His king- 
dom shall be established. Psalm ii. 1 — 6. — between the 
cherubims,'} ' On the mercy-seat in the ark. Numb. vii. 89. 
And thus it is foretold, He shall reign in the Christian 
Church, in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Ver, 4. loveth judgement ;] Though the King's power 
be so very great, it is never exercised but in righteouaness 
and just judgment, which are His delight. Psalm Ixxxix. 
15. 

Fer. 5. before his footstool,'] Kings, when sitting on 
their thrones, rested their feet upon a small stool ; and 
therefore to " fall down before the footstool" was an act 
of homage and service. 

Ver, 6.] The examples of Moses, and Aaron, and 
Samuel, and their success in prayer, are proposed as 
encouragements to the people to ^'go and do likewise." 
See Exod. xxxii. 32. Numb, xvi. 47. 1 Sam, vii. 9. 

Ver, 7. out of the cloudy pillar :] Which went about 
with the Israelites in the wilderness, and rested on the 
tabernacle. Exod, xix. 9 ; xxxiii. 9'. Numb, xii. 5. 

Ver, 8. and punishedst] The Bible Version leads us to 
the true sense : " Thou wast a God that forgavest them, 
though thou tookest vengeance of their inventions ; ** that 
is, of their sins, the sinful ways which they had found out 
for themselves, in opposition to Thy law. Eccles, vii. 29. 
Pardon was obtained, though the punishment had begun ; 
as we read "the plague was stayed." Numb, xvi. 48. 
This agrees with the description given by Jehovah of Him** 
self, as a God of mercy and of justice. Exod, xxxiv. 6, 7. 



The rebeUion of roan can never defeat or hinder the counsels 
of the Most High God. Whatever the Lord has declared shadl 
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certainly be performed in His own appointed time and way. His 
enemies have reason to tremble at His power, for He *' mil not 
spare the guilty/' In the same' power let His servants rejoice^ 
for He is ''miffhty to save." And if the people of old were 
blessed through the prayers and intercessions qf Moses, and 
Aaron, and Samuel, now much more have we to expect, and 
how much more comfort and confidence may we derive, from 
the merciful office of our ffreat High Priest, Jesus Christ the 
righteous, who is ascended into the heavens, and sitteth on His 
throne of mercy, daily pleading for the forgiveness of our sins, 
and the healing of our infirmities, *' seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for us !" Heb, vii. 25. *' Likewise the Spirit 
also helpeth our infirmities ; for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought : but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." Bom. viii. 26. 
And let us pray also for one another ; for the '* effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much." James v. 16. Let 
us pray that we may all be brought into a sincere obedience to 
our Heavenly King ; not seeking out wajrs of our own, not fol- 
lowing our own vain intentions, hut framing the whole course 
of our lives according to God's revealed will and word. This 
it is *' to magnify the Lord our God ;" and thus we shall be 
hrought, through our heavenly Mediator, to ''worship him 
upon his holy hill" of the everlasting Sion. 

QUESTIONS, 

Be the people never so impatient ?«*Between the chembims? 
— ^The King's power loveth judgment ? — Before His footstool? 
— Why?— Who called upon His name of old? — When were 
their prayers answered? — Out of what did God speak unto 
them ? — Explain ver. 8. 



PSALM C. 

The Psalmist invites all the world to unite with the 
Israelites in praising their gracious God ; alluding to the 
good tidings of the Gospel^ to the time when " their sound 
went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
world" Rom. x. 18. We Christians call upon the world 
thus enlightened, using this Psalm in the daily service of our 
Church, 



1 O be joyful in the Lord, all 
ye lands : serve the Lord with 



gladness, and come before his 
presence with a song. 
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2 Be ye sure that the Lord 
he 18 God : it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves; 
we are his people, and the sheep 
•of his pasture. 

3 O go your way into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and 



into his courts with praise : be 
thankful unto him, and speak 
good of his name. 

4 For the Lord is gracious, 
his mercy is everlasting : and 
his truth endureth from gene« 
ration to generation. 



Ver. 1. he joyful] The expression alludes to the 
joyous sounding of all the trumpets at the time of Jubilee, 
proclaiming the year of liberty. LeviU xxv. 9, 10, And 
it calls upon all the inhabitants of the earth to join in one 
grand chorus of rejoicing, in honour of their merciful God. 
We are especially called to rejoice in Him, on account of 
" the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free." Gal. 
V. 1. 

Ver, 2. Be ye sure, <^c.] Let this be a truth deeply 
settled in our n)inds and hearts, let nothing ever tempt 
you to doubt it — that the Lord is Grod of the whole earth. 
And this applies also to the Lord Messiah, who is " the 
mighty God." Isa. ix. 6. — that hath made us,'] God created 
all men, but He " formed Israel for himself, to show forth 
his praise." Isa. xliii. 1. 21. Deut. xxxii. 6. And 
Christians are a new creation, Eph. ii. 10 ; iv. 24. CoL 
iii. 10, ''a peculiar people, that we should show forth 
the praises of him who has called us out of darkness into 
his marvellous light." 1 Pet. ii. 9. — the sheep] Psalm 
xcv. 7. 

Ver, 3. into his gates, ^c] Into the gates > and courts of 
His tabernacle. Psalm cxviii. 19, 20. 

Ver. 4. his truth] His faithfulness in the performance of 
all His promises. 



Surely if men did but know and consider their situation in 
respect of God, and their vast obligations to Him, it is impossi- 
ble but they must love and sen^e Him. " In him we live, and 
move, and nave our being." Acts xvii. 28. He hath " made 
us and all the world :" He hath " redeemed us and all man- 
kind;" He "sanctiiieth us and all the elect people of God :" by 
His grace '' we are what we are ;" by the free and undeserved 
goodness of the great Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
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ime God world withoiit end. Tbe thought of such msgesty and 
mercy is enough to fill the soqI of poer, week, fiallen man : but 
man will not think ; few think as they ought to do, and ma&y 
not at alL Do we peneeiye that God has been gracious to us? 
Let us pray, then, for yet another blessing ; for grace to love 
Him with tdl our heart and nund and'sonl and strength : and 
then we shall delight, on all occasions, to praise His holy name. 
His service is joyful ; not what the world imagines it to be-^ 
unpleasant and gloomy, but fall of joy : of th£s we are assured 
and reminded in almost every Psalm. There is no joy upon 
earth to be compared with the joy of serving the Lord : so His 
aervants have always said, and they are the only judges. ** Re- 
joice in tbe Lord, O ye righteous :" praise Him in the secret 
chamber : praise Him in the company of friends : praise Him 
in the courts of His house, swdling the chorus of His worship- 
pers : and thus ye shall bear the glad sound of tbe jubilee 
trumpet at the latter day, proclaiming everlasting liberty to the 
redeemed of the Lord; and ye shall ''go your way" into the 
gates of heaven, and bear a part in the harmony of the skies. 

QtTBsrioirs. 

What is the subject of this Psalm ? — O be joyful ? — Who are 
meant ? — Serve the Lord ?— How ? — Of what are we to be sure ? 
—He that hath made us ? — His truth endureth i 



PSALM CL 

David resolves to govern first himself, and then hia court 
and kingdonif in such a way as to favour the goody and to 
discourage and punish the evil, 

1 Mv song sbaU be of mercy | part from me : I will not know 
and judgement : unto thee, O I a lacked person. 
Lord, will I sing. i 6 Whoso privily slandereth 



2 O let me have understand- 
ing : in the way of godliness. 

3 When wilt thou come unto 
me : I will walk in my house 
with a perfect heart. 

4 I will take no wicked thing 
in hand ; I hate the sins of nn- 
faithfulnesB : there shall no such 
cleave unto me. 

5 A froward heart shall de- 



bts neighbour : him will I de- 
stroy. 

7 Whoso liath also a proud 
look and high stomach : \ will 
not suffer him. 

8 Mine eyes look upon such 
as are faithful in the land : that 
they may dwell with me. 

9 Whoso leadeth a godly life : 
he shall be my servant. 
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10 Thei'e shall no deceitful the ungodly that are in the 
person dwell in my house : he ! land : that I may root out all 
that telleth lies shall not tarry ' wicked doers from the city of 
in my sight. the Lord. 

11 I shall soon destroy all 

Ver. 1. mercy and judgement :] Mercy and favour to the 
righteous, judgment upon the ungodly. 

Ver, 3. When wilt thou come unto me :] To protect and 
bless me with full authority and power. David had 
not yet been thoroughly setded in his house and king- 
dom. 

Fer. 5. afroward heart] A person of fro ward heart, of 
perverse and bad disposition. — ivill not Jcnow] Will not 
acknowledge, or keep company with. Psalm i. 7. 

Ver. 6. him will I destroy.] I will cut him off from my 
household and favour. 

Fer. 11. in the land — from the city] David resolves 
that his godly care shall extend to his whole kingdom ; he 
says, " I will put down the wicked, and favour the pious 
and the good, to the utmost of my power." 



David, in thus determining to put away the wicked far from 
him, and to choose the good and righteous alone, fitly repre- 
sented his Lord Messiah, who will not honour any of His disci- 
ples and friends, but such as are " cleansed from all unrighte- 
ousness of flesh and spirit ;" such as He has " purified unto 
himself, a peculiar people, zealous of good works." Tit. ii. 14. 
** But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not 
be once named among you, as becometh saints : neither filthi- 
ness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient ; 
but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whore- 
monger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idola* 
ter, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God." 
J^A. v. 3 — 5. And as the blessed Jesus rejects all such persons 
from His kingdom upon earth, most certainly they will be shut 
out of His kingdom in heaven ; out of that holy citv, into which 
^' there shall in no wise enter any thing that denleth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie : but they which 
are written in the Lamb's book of life " {Rev. xxi. 27) ; such as 
have " purified themselves, even as he is pure." 1 John iii. 3. 
This example of David, and of a greater than David, we must 
all follow in our several stations of life : having nothing to do 
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mne God world without end. The thoEtg:ht oj^ f 
mercy is enough to fill the soul of poor» wrr ^ 
man will not think; few think as they of /^ J^ 
not at all. Do we peittetve that God hr^ >/ jl 
Let us pray, then, for yet another bk y/y / 
Him with all our heart and mind a^ /^ > I r 



i 



/i)ay. 

1 admit- 

t but the 

«r8 thus 

ervant of 

ih or en- 

iur hearts, 

our ways, 

show that 



and reminded in almost everj^' V 
earth to be compared with the / ^ 
servants have always said, a'/ / 
joice in the Lord, O ye r / / 
chamber : praise Him in '; / i 
in the courts of His hoa 
pers : and thus ye &^ . 
trumpet at the latter / 
redeemed of the Lc ' 
gates of heaven, ar^ ^ 






-Of what did David rc- 

desire understanding?— 

i>rhat then ? — Explain ver. 5. 

lOok ? — Who should be his ser- 

foy ?— What does that mean ? 



What is tb 
meant ? — Sf 
«— He that 



!J TWENTIETH DAY. 
ittornms Eraser* 

PSALM CIL 



psalmist prays in deep sorrow, and mourns over th 
Jjl state of the Church ; hut trusts in God for help* 
J^is one of the Penitential Psalms^ and is used on Ash- 
Voesday. 

5 For the voice of my groan- 
ing : my bones will scarce cleare 
to my flesh. 

6 1 am become like a pelican 
in the wilderness : and like an 
owl that is in the desert. 

7 I have watched, and am 
even as it were a sparrow : that 
sitteth alone upon the house- 
top. 

8 Mine enemies revile me all 
the day long : and they that are 
mad upon me are sworn toge* 
ther against me. 

9 For I have eaten ashes* as it 



J Hear my prayer, O Lord : 
^j let my crying come unto 

^ee« 

2 Hide not thy face from me 

j0 the time of my trouble : in- 
cline thine ear unto me when I 
call ; O hear me, and that right 
soon. 

3 For my days are consumed 
away like smoke : and my bones 
are burnt up as it were a fire- 
brand. 

4 My heart is smitten down, 
and withered like grass : so that 
I forget to eat my bread* 



^ 
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A mingled my 












^e of thine 

: for 

and 



^ 






*^ 



^alt 

-Qjr re- 

at all ge- 



^ V arise, and have 

'^ jion : for it is time 

a have mercy npon 

.d, the time is come. 

i And why ? thy servants 

•nink upon her stones : and it 

pitieth Ihem to see her in the 

dust. 

15 The heathen shall fear 
thy name, O Lord : and all 
the kings of the earth thy 
majesty ; 

16 When the Lord shall build 
up Sion : and when his glory 
shall appear; 

17 When he turneth him 
unto the prayer of the poor 
destitute : and despiseth not 
their desire. 

18 This shall be written for 
those that come after : and the 
people which shall be bom shall 
praise the Lord. 

19 For he hath looked down 
from his sanctuary : out of the 



heaven did the Lord behold the 
earth; 

20 That he might hear the 
mournings of such as are in 
captivity : and deliver the chil- 
dren appointed unto death ; 

21 That they may declare the 
name of the Lord in Sion : and 
his worship at Jerusalem ; 

22 When the people are ga- 
thered together : and the king- 
doms also, to serve the Lord. 

23 He brought down my 
strength in my journey : and 
shortened my days. 

24 But I said, O my God, 
take me not away in the midst 
of mine age : as for thy years, 
they endure throughout all ge- 
nerations. 

25 Thou, Lord, in the begin- 
ning hast laid the foundation of 
the earth : and the heavens are 
the work of thy hands. 

26 They shall perish, but 
thou shalt endure : they all 
shall wax old as doth a gar- 
ment; 

27 And as a vesture shalt 
thou change them, and they 
shall be changed : but thou art 
the same, and thy years shall 
not fail. 

28 The children of thy ser- 
vants shall continue : and their 
seed shall stand fast in thy 
sight. 



Ver, 2. Hide not thy face"] See Psalm xiii. 1. 

Ver. 3. as it were a firebrand,"] Like a torch, or piece of 
burning wood. Grief often produces a feeling as if the bones 
were dried up, ver. 5. 

Ver. 5. will scarce cleave] I am so much wasted. 

Ver, 6. a pelican] A lonely bird : Grief loves to be 
alone. 
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Fer, 7. / have watched,'] Have been kept awake in the 
night by my mournful thoughts and musiags. 

Fer. 9. / have eaten ashes, ^*c.] Bust and ashes are the 
emblem of affliction; to eat ashes, therefore, as bread, 
means " to live, as it were, upon affliction." Psalm xlii. 3. 
ha, XXX. 20. 

Fer. 11. gone like a shadow :] Or, "like &ffone shadow^*' 
like a shadow just gone or going as the sun sets ; faiadng 
and fading away into nothing. 

Fer, 12. But [thou, ^c] This is the consolation of the 
mourner, that though the body is frail and perishing, the 
Lord endureth for ever, and is the refuge of the immortal 
soul : the remembrance of His mercy and £dthfulnes8 can 
never fail. 

Fer. 13. the time is come,'] Some have thought from these 
words, that the captivity of God's people (which was to last 
seventy years, Jer. xxix. 10,) had just come to an end, when 
this Psalm was written. 

Fer. 14. think upon her stones :] The stones of the Allien 
city, lying, as they do, a heap of ruin. 

Fer. 15. The heathen — the kings] This points out the 
conversion of the Geittiles under the Gospel. See on Feedm 
xlv. 13. 17. 

Fer. 16. hiis glory] The glory of His presence in die 
temple, betokening His glorious appearance in the body, as 
*' God manifest in the flesh." 

Fer. 19. from his sanctuary :] Fvom His high and boly 
place above. 

Fer. 23. in my journey :] In my journey of life. Psalm 
xxxix. 14. 

Fer. 24. as for thy years, ^c] Though I were cut off. 
Thou remainest unchangeable for ever, and wilt perform all 
Thy promises to Thy servants and their children. 

Fer. 23 — 27.] St. Paul has expressly applied the 
whole of this passage to Christ, Heb, i. 10 — 12 ; aad it 
shows, 1« That the Psalmist was inspired by the Holy 
Ghost to speak these words. 2. That Christ has heea 
declared from of old to be the Maker and Founder of the 
heavens and the earth, and therefore revealed as God. John 
t 1—3. 
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The greater our troubles, the more fervently and frequently 
shpuld we pray to the Lord for His grace and mercy : and 
blessed indeed are those afflictions which lead us to seek Him, 
which send us to our secret chamber, that we may converse with 
our own hearts, and inquire why it is that the Lord has brought 
us to grief: for what sin ? for what n^ect ? But in the midst 
of our weepings and wailings, we mast not complain, we must 
not despair. The Lord still liveth, still waiteth to be gracious. 
Whatever changes may take place in ourselves, or in the world 
around us. He remains always the same, the terror of His ene- 
mies, the hope and refuge of His people. His promise is sure: 
the very trials which appjear to be making His word doubtful, 
are the means by which it is fulfilled : we find His strength in 
onr weakness. His grace in our time of need. His comfort in our 
sorrow. And though our bodily frame be wasting and wither- 
ing like grass, and the shadow of life be vanishing, we still have 
a £rm and unshaken confidence in the God of Israel : our Re- 
deemer *'liveth for evermore;" He ''was, and is, and is to 
come,'* '' eternal in the heavens." He takes compassion upon 
His suffering Church, and upon every suffering member of it : 
'* For we have not an high-priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin." Heb, iv. 15. He now sits on His 
everlasting throne of judgment and of mercy, the Saviour of 
His people, world without end. 

QUESTIONS. 

Hide not thy face?— A firebrand ?--Like a pelican, &c. ? — I 
have eaten ashes, &c.? — ^Thy remembrance? — ^When His glory 
shall appear ?— From His sanctuary? — In my journey? — Explain 
ver. 23 — 27-— To whom are the words applied? — Who applies 
them ? — ^And what is shown by this application of the words ? 



PSALM cm. 

David gives thanks for recovering from some sickness^ 
describes the mercy of God in most beautiful language, and 
calls upon all creatures to praise Him. 

I Praise the Lord, O my soul : and forget not all his 
soul : and all that is within me, benefits ; 



praise bis holy name. 

2 Praise the Lord, O my 



3 Who forgiveth all thy sin : 
and healeth all thine infirmities ; 
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4 Who saveth thy life from 
destruction : and crowneth thee 
with mercy and loving-kind- 
ness ; 

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth 
with good things : making thee 
young and lusty as an eagle. 

6 The Lord esecuteth righte- 
ousness and judgement : for all 
them that are oppressed with 
wrong. 

7 He showed his ways unto 
Moses : his works unto the 
children of Israel. 

8 The Lord is full of com- 
passion and mercy : long-suf- 
fering and of great goodness. 

9 He will not alway be chid- 
ing : neither keepetn he his 
anger for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us 
after our sins : nor rewarded us 
according to our wickednesses. 

11 For look how high the 
heaven is in comparison of the 
earth : so great is his mercy 
also toward them that fear 
him. 

12 Look how wide also the 
east is from the west : so far 
hath he set our sins from us. 
' 13 Yea, like as a father piti- 
eth his own children : even so 
is the Lord merciful unto them 
that fear him. 

Ver, 1. all that is within me'] My mind and heart, all 
my thoughts, and feelings, and desires. 

Ver. 2. forget not] Remember all his benefits ; forget 
not any of them. 

Ver, 3. forgiveth — healetK] The disease was considered 
to have been sent as a punishment for sin : and therefore 
forgiving and healing came together. Matt. ix. 1 — 8. 

Ver. 5. Who satisfieth, <^c.J Who giveth thee appetite, 
nourishment, and strength. — as an eagle.] The eagle con- 
tinues strong and fresh in old age, and was supposed to 



14 For he knoweth whereof 
we are made : he remembereth 
that we are but dust. 

15 llie days of man are but 
as grass : for he flourisheth as 
a flower of the field. 

16 For as soon as the wind 
goeth over it, it is gone : and 
the place thereof shall know it 
no more. 

1 7 But the merciful goodness 
of the Lord endureth for ever 
and ever upon them that fear 
him : and his righteousness 
upon children's children ; 

18 Even upon such as keep 
his covenant : and think upom 
his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord hath prepared 
his seat in heaven : and his 
kingdom ruleth over alL 

20 O praise the Lord, ye 
angels of his, ye that excel in 
strength : ye that fulfil his 
commandment, and hearken 
unto the voice of his words. 

210 praise the Lord, all ye 
his hosts : ye servants of ms 
that do his pleasure. 

22 O speak good of the 
Lord, all ye works of his, in 
all places of his dominion : 
praise thou the Lord, O my 
soul. 
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gain new vigour after losing his feathers : so David, after 
sickness, represented himself as renewed and strengthened : 
appearing young again. Thus Isa. xl. 31. 

Ver, 10. after"] According to ; thus, in the Litany, we 
pray, " O Lord, deal not with us after our sins." — re- 
warded] Recompensed. 

Ver, 12. our sins] The punishment due to our sins. 
Thus 2 Cor. v. 10, ** receive the things done in his body," 
means, *' receive the due recompense of the things done in 
his body." 

Ver, 13. like as a father] Isa, xlix. 15. 

Ver, 15. as a flower] For a very short time. 

Ver, 17.] See on Psalm cii. 24 — 28. 

Ver, 18. to do them,] Obedience is the only proof that 
we are brought to God by true faith and love, and there- 
fore is altogether necessary as a means of obtaining His 
favour. 

Ver, 19. prepared his seat] The throne of God is set 
in the heavens, and He is the ruler of all. 



David ends this Psalm as he begun, with a charge to his own 
soul. Thus whatever we say or do, and whatever persons we 
may call to their duty, let us always bear in mind, that our 
first and last concern is with ourselves : to see that our own 
hearts, and our own tongues, and our own hands, be engaged 
and employed in the service of our Redeemer and our God. 
And is there not a cause ? We have been receiving benefits and 
blessings from His gracious hand, ever since we drew our first 
breath; all of us have been clothed and fed, and most of us 
favoured with many earthly comforts day by day, with kind 
friends and sweet refreshments. Are we sick i It is God who 
raises and restores us. Do we meet with accident or danger ? 
It is God who delivers us ; He spreads His covering of mercy over 
us, and we come forth unhurt. Nay, my soul, but think thou 
likewise of other diseases and dangers, which bring upon thee 
defilement and death ; think of thy sins ; think how tnou hast 
made the mighty God thine enemy, and exposed thvself to the 
fire of His everlasting wrath. And art thou troubled ? It is 
well : bow thyself down to the dust ; shed thy tears of repent* 
ance : and then rise and look up ; see the vast arch of heaven 
high above thy head, — an emblem of thy Father's mercy, in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, His beloved and eternal Son : lift up thy 
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▼dice and be thankfol. Even to the worst and vilest of Binners 
pardon is o&red {ha, L 18 ; Ivi. 7) ; and the best man living 
may truly say, ''He hath not dealt with me according to my 
sins :'' " for this is a faithful saying and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners/' 
1 Tim, i. 15. To Thee let us fly. Thou merciful Physician both 
of body and soul ; preserve us from all evil in this world, and 
give us grace to bless Thy holy nsmoe : and when our bodies go 
to their dust, O take our souls to sing Thy praise for ever, 
''with angels and archangels^ and all the company of heaven/' 

QUESTIONS. 

Upon what does David call to praise the Lord ? — And why, 
what had the Lord done ? — As an eagle ?— To whom did the 
Lord show His ways and works ? — Of what is He full ? — How 
has He not dealt with us? — And not rewarded us ?— Describe 
how great is God's mercy. — And how fer He hath set our sins 
from us. — Like whom is He merciful? — What are the days of 
man? — Prepared His seat? — How is this Psalm begun and 
ended ?-— And what does this teach us ? 



JSbenmg Stager* 

PSALM CIV. 

A noble Psalm of praise, setting forth the power j and 
wisdom, and goodness of Jehovah, in His works of creation 
and providence. And because the same Almighty Spirit is 
manifested in the wonders of grace, as in the wonders of 
nature, therefore the Church uses this Psalm on Whit- 
Siaaday. 



1 Praise the Lord, O my 
soul : Lord my God, thou 
art become exceeding glorious ; 
thou art clothed with majesty 
and honour. 

2 Thou deckest thyself with 
light as it were with a garment : 
and spreadest out the heavens 
like a curtain. 

3 Who kyeth the beams of 
his chambers in the waters : 
and maketh the clouds his 



chariot and walketh upon iba 
wings of the wind* 

4 Ha maketh his angela 
spirits : and his ministers a 
naming i&re. 

5 He laid the foundations of 
the eartii : that it never should 
move at any timo* 

6 Thou ooveredst itiidthth» 
deep like as with a garmedot ; 
the waters stand in the hills. 

7 At thy £ebttke they flee : 
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at the voice of thy thunder 
they are afraid. 

8 They go up as high as the 
hills, ana down to the valleys 
beneath : even unto the place 
which thou hast appointed for 
them. 

9 Thou hast set them their 
hounds which they shall not 
pass : neither turn again to 
cover the earth. 

10 He sendeth the springs 
into the rivers : which run 
among the hills. 

11 All beasts of the field 
drink thereof : and the wild 
asses Quench their thirst. 

12 beside them shall the 
fowls of the air have their habi- 
tation : and sing among the 
branches. 

13 He watereth the hills from 
above : the earth is filled with 
the fruit of thy works. 

14 He bringeth forth grass 
ifff the cattle : and gareen herb 
for the service of men ; 

15 That he may bring food 
out of the earth, and wine that 
maketh glad the heart of man : 
and oil to make him a cheer- 
M countenance, and biead to 
strengthen naan's heart. 

16 The trees of the Lord also 
are full of sap : even the cedars 
of Libaaus which he hath 
planted ; 

17 Wherein the birds make 
their nests : and the fir*trees 
are a dwelling for the stork. 

18 The high hills are a re* 
fqge for the wild goats : and so 
aure the stony rocks for the 
conies. 

19 He appointed the moon 
for certain seasons : and the sun 
knoweth his going down. 



20 Thou makcst darkness 
that it may be night : wherein 
all the beasts of the forest do 
move. 

21 The lions roariD|r aliter 
their prey : do seek their naeat 
from God. 

22 The sun ariseth, and they 
get them away together : and 
lay them down in their dens. 

23 Man goeth forth to his 
work, and to his labour : until 
the evening. 

24 O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works : in wisdom hast 
thou made them all ; the earth 
is fiiil of thy riches 1 

25 So is the great and wide 
sea also : wherein are things 
creeping innumerable, both 
small and great beasts. 

26 There go the ships, and 
there is that Leviathan : whom 
thou hast made to take his 
pastime therein. 

27 These wait all ofion thee : 
that thou mayest give thea 
meat in due season. 

28 When thou givest it them, 
they gather it : and when thou 
openest thy hand, they are filled 
with good. 

29 When thou hidest thy 
face, thei^ are troubled : when 
thou takeat away their breath, 
they die, and are turned again 
to their dust. 

30 When thou lettest thy 
breath go forth, they shall be 
made : and thon shalt renew 
the face of the earth. 

31 llie glorious majesty of 
the Lord shall endizee for ever : 
the Lord shall rejoice in his 
works. 

32 The earth shall tremble 
at the look of him : if he do 
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but touch the hills, they shall 
smoke. 

33 I will sing unto the Lord 
as long as I live : I will praise 
my God while I have my beinpr. 

34 And so shall my words 
please him : my joy shall be 
in the Lord. 



35 As for sinners, they shall 
be consumed out of the earth, 
and the ungodly shall come 
to an end : praise thou the 
Lord, O my soul, praise the 
Lord. 



Ver, 2. deckesi] Clothest and adomest Thyself with 
light. Light was the first thing created. Gen, i. 3. 

Ver, 3. layeih ike beams of his chambers'] Fixeth His 
dwelling-place. 

Fer. 4. his angels spirits : ^c] From this we learn 
chat angels, which are spiritual, and not bodily beings, are 
as much God's creatures as men are, Heb. i. 7 ; and they 
fly, with the wind and the lightning, to execute the com- 
mands of their great Creator. 

Ver. 5. laid the foundations ^ ^c] From the note aa 
Psalm cii. 25, it plainly appears, that His work of creation 
is to be ascribed to the Lord Jesus Christ : and therefore 
He may be considered as the Creator spoken of through 
the whole of this Psalm. In truth, the creation was the 
work of the blessed Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Mai. ii. 10. John i. 3. Gen. i. 2. — never should 
move"] Never should be moved from its place. 

Ver. 6. the deep] The deep waters, the sea. — stand in 
the hills.'] At first the waters covered all, even the tops of 
the mountains; afterwards, (ver. 7 — 9,) they were col- 
lected together into separate beds, and formed difierent 
seas. Gen. i. 6 — 10. 

Ver. 9. their bounds'] See Job xxxviii. 8 — 11. 

Ver. 11. the wild asses] They live in the dry wilderness, ' 
and even they are supplied with water. 

Ver. 12. Beside them] On the banks of the riveiSy I 
ver. 10 ; the trees grew chiefly there, {Psalm i. 3,) and 
therefore the birds would be there also. 

Ver. 13. from above :] From the clouds, ver. 3. — the 
earth is filled] All the living creatures are supplied and 
satisfied with the produce of Thy creation. 

Ver. 15. and oil, ^c.] In the Bible Version it is, " oil 
to make his face to shine," in allusion to the custom of 
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rubbing the skin with oil, at feasts, and on joyful occasions. 
— to strengthen man's heart, ^ To put vigour and life into 
man. 

Fer, 16. The trees of the Lord"] The great cedars and 
other trees of the mountain-forest, called " the trees of the 
Lord," because they receive no help from man, and grow 
without his care ; these are full of juice and vigour. 

Ver, 17. the stork,'] A bird which makes her nest at the 
top of high buildings or trees. 

Ver, 18. the conies,"] A small and feeble kind of animals, 
which dwelt in the mountains. Prov, xxx. 24. 26. 

Ver, 19. for certain seasons :] As a mark and measure 
of time. See Gen, i, 14, Many of the Jewish feasts were 
regulated by the moon. 

Fer. 21, do seek, ^c] The lions, like other animals, 
are supplied from God's bounty ; and seem as if they asked 
their food by their roaring when hungry. 

Fer, 24. of thy riches,] Of the precious fruits of thy 
creation. 

Fer, 25. innumerable^ Beyond number. — great beasts, "] 
— ^great animals. 

Fer, 26. Leviathan:] Any large animal belonging to 
the sea : sometimes the crocodile^ Psalm Ixxxiv. 15 ; here 
it may signify the whale, — pastime] Pleasure and enjoy-* 
ment. 

Fer, 29. when thou hidest, ^c] When thou appearest 
not to feed and preserve them ; as in times of famine, of 
cold, &c. — to their dust,] Each to his own kind of dust, 
1 Cor, XV. 39. 

Fer, 30. % breath] Thy Spirit. " The Spirit of God 
hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given 
me life." Job xxxiii. 4. See also Gen, ii. 7> Psalm 
xxxiii. 6. Thus it is also with the spiritual life, the life of 
grace in the heart of man ; the Holy Spirit is the author 
Siereof. — thou shalt renew] Fresh creatures are called 
into being, as others die off; there is a regular succession 
and supply. 

Fer, 31. shall rejoice] "And God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good." Gen^ 
i. 31. 

Ver. 32. tremble-smoke,] This appears to denote the 

o 
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fatlhqjaaikeM aad hamiag noamaiB^ wliicii are 

caantiie^ and are tbe eSettB of die Lofd's power. 



who iorgtiM the wo n d eia amd mieram oi the Lord, 
m Wflhonl any c»awr ; te we are co aliay aDy ■amioDded with 
dbjeeu wbich may fcnre to biiiif the power and goodness q£ 
God strikini^ to mind. The lig^ how hfantifhl, and wonder- 
fnly and DecftMr r to our well-being ! Hie mm and moon and 
an the heavenly bodies, how g^oiioos in their conatant order ! 
The mfld and mitfbl shower» what a token of the loviiig-ldnd- 
ness of onr Creator ! while the raging storm proclaims His ter« 
iibk might 1 Everj day let our mmd and heart he open to snch 
trislliSy and we shali nerer fail to behold the |^ory of Jehovah in 
His woiiis. The unbeliever and those '' who know not God,'' 
may be expected to pass along without a thought of Him or Hi» 
ways, and go to meir graves, looking downward "like the 
heaists that perish ; ** but the Christian, and those who profesa 
to know God, should bear Him fintyhlly in mind, or thor 
knowledge will sadly eandemn diem. Let us only tUnk of tho 
thousands and milkons of living creatures in the air, upon th» 
earth, and in the waters, aU instructed how to make, or where 
to seek their dwellings ; and all provided for in due season, by 
their Maker's never-failing bounty, and all preserved bv that 
ever*watchfnl providence, without whose knowledge ana per- 
mission ** not a sparrow falletfa to the ground.'^ Every one of 
these created objects, whether with or without life, may be said, 
in its own way, to celebrate the Creator's ^lory ; rejoicing in 
His goodness, dioagh unknown, and answenng the purposes of 
His mil. And shall man, the head of all — nmn, blessed with 
reason — ^man, taught by His maker — shall he be fbund wanting, 
in praise and gratitude and love ? Forbid it, " O God, the God 
of the spirits of all flesh." Numb. xvL 22. And as Thy creative 
Spirit aid make, and doth continue, the race of every Irving 
mug, so let Thy Spirit of grace create in us a love of Thee, and 
koep it for ever alive in the hearts, of Thy people; that so, we 
teay not be eut off with the ungodly who forget Thee, but live 
to sing Thy praise, O adorable Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, three Persons, one God for ever and ever. 

QUB8T10N8. 

Thou deckest Thyself ? — With what ?— -Lajeth the beams of 
Bis chambers? — Where?— What is the subject of this Psalm? 
—Explain ver. 4.-* Where is it quoted I — ^Wno hud the founda- 
tions of the earth? — Explain ver. 15.— The trees of the Lord^ 
—What of thexa ?— The stork ?— Where doefr she biukl ?-*The 
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conies ? — ^The moon for certain seasons ? — What is said of the 
lions ? — Innumerable ? — Small and great beasts ? — Leviathan ? 
— Hidest Thy face ? — ^Thou shalt renew the face of the earth? 
^-The earth shall tremble ?-^The hills smoke ? — What afe we 
taught by this Psalm i 



THE TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 
JKorning W^stTSitx. 

PSALM CV. 

A call to the praise of God in remembrance of His 
mercies to the Church, from the time of Abraham to the 
settlement of Israel in Canaan^ The former part of this 
Psalm (ver. 1 — 15) was certainly composed by Davids and 
is found in 1 Chron. xvi. 8 — 22, and probably he wrote the ' 
whole. 



1 O give thanks unto the 
Lord, and call upon hi» nasne : 
tell the people what things he 
bath done. 

2 O let your songs be of 
him» and praise him : and let 
your tsdking be of all his won- 
drous works. 

3 Rejoice in his holy name : 
let the heart of them rejoice 
that seek the Lord. 

4 Seek the Lord and his 
strength : seek his face ever- 
more. 

5 Remember the marrellous 
works that he hath done : his 
wonders, and the judgements 
of his mouth. 

6 O ye seed of Abraham his 
servant : ye children of Jacob 
his chosen. 

7 He is the Lord our God : 
his judgementa are in all the 
world* 



8 He hath been alway mind- 
ful of his covenaat and pro* 
mise : that he made to a thoijh 
sand generations ; 

9 £ven the covenant that he 
made with Abrahaxn : and the 
oath that he sware unto Isaac ; 

10 And appointed the same 
unto Jacob for a law : and to 
Israel for an everlasting testa- 
ment; 

11 Saying, Unto thee will I 
give the land of Canaan : the 
lot of your inheritance ; 

12 When there were yet but 
a few of them : and they stniB'* 
gers in the landj 

13 What time as they went 
from one nation to another i 
from one kingdom to anothee 
people ; 

14 He suffered no man to do 
them wrong : but reproved eyoa 
kings for their sak^s. 

2 
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15 Touch not mine anoint- 
ed : and do my prophets no 
barm. 

16 Moreover, he called for 
a dearth upon the land : and 
destroyed all the provision of 
bread. 

17 But he had sent a man 
before them : even Joseph, 
who was sold to be a bond- 
servant; 

18 Whose feet they hurt in 
the stocks : the iron entered into 
his soul ; 

19 Until the time came that 
his cause was known : the word 
of the Lord tried him. 

20 The king sent, and deli- 
vered him : the prince of the 
people let him go free. 

21 He made him lord also 
of his house : and ruler of all 
his substance ; 

22 That he might inform his 

Erinces after his will : and teach 
is senators wisdom. 

23 Israel also came into 
Egypt : and Jacob was a stran- 
ger in the land of Ham. 

24 And he increased his 
people exceedingly : and made 
them stronger than their ene- 
mies; 

25 Whose heart turned so, 
that they hated his people : 
and dealt untruly with nis ser- 
vants. 

26 Then sent he Moses his 
servant : and Aaron whom he 
had chosen. 

27 And these showed his 
tokens among them : and won- 
ders in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness, and it 
was dark : and they were not 
obedient unto his word. 

29 He turned their waters 



into blood : and slew their 
fish. 

30 Their land brought forth 
frogs: yea. even in their king.' 
chambers. 

31 He spake the word, and 
there came all manner of fiies : 
and lice in all their quarters. 

32 He gave them hail-stones 
for rain : and flames of fire in 
their land. 

33 He smote their vines also 
and fig-trees : and destroyed 
the trees that were in their 
coasts. 

34 He spake the word, and 
the grasshoppers came, and 
caterpillars innumerable : and 
did eat up all the grass in their 
land, ana devoured the fruit of 
their ground. 

35 He smote all the first-bom 
in their land : even the chief of 
all their strength. 

36 He brought them forth 
also with silver and gold : there 
was not one feeble person among 
their tribes. 

37 Egypt was glad at thor 
departing : for they were afraid 
of them. 

38 He spread out a cloud to 
be a covering : and fire to give 
light in the night-season. 

39 At their desire he brought 

Quails : and he filled them with 
toe bread of heaven. 

40 He opened the rock of 
stone, and the waters flowed 
out : so that rivers ran in the 
dry places. 

41 For why? he remembered 
his holy promise : and Abraham 
his servant. 

42 And he brought forth his 
people with joy : and his chosen 
with gladness ; 



21st Day.] The Hundred and Fifth Psalm. 



293 



43 And gave them the lands 
of the heathen : and the^ took 
the lahours of the people m pos- 
session ; 



44 That they might keep 
his statutes : and ohserve his 
laws. 



Ver, 4. seek the Lord^ ^c] Be constant and earnest in 
attending upon the public worship of Jehovah, before the 
ark, in which He manifests His presence, and from which 
He shows His power. 

Ver. 5. marvellous'] Wonderful. — the judgements of his 
mouth."] The punishment of your enemies according to His 
word. 

Ver, 6. Jacob his chosen,] Gen. xxv, 23. Rom. ix, 
10—13. 

Ver. 8, 9. his covenant^ ^c] See Gen. xii. xv, xvii« 
xxii. xxvi. 

Ver. 10. for an everlasting testament ;] For a covenant 
which should never be broken. 

Ver. 11. Unto thee] Unto thee, O Jacob, and thy chil- 
dren afler thee. Gen. xxviii. 10 — 15. 

Ver. 12. strangers in the land;] Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob dwelt as strangers in Canaan, the land of promise. 
Gen. xvii. 8 ; xxiii. 4. Acts vii. 5. 

Ver. 14. reproved even kir^s] Gen. xii. 17 ; xx. 7. 

Ver. 15. mine anointed :] My chosen people ; persons 
set apart or consecrated to God's service are called anointed. 
Isaiah xlv. 1 ; Ixi. 1. Zech. iv. 14. Psalm ii. 2. — my 
prophets] A prophet commonly means one who tells be- 
forehand what shall come to pass ; but the word is also 
applied to any holy man, who declared or taught the will 
and word of God. Exod. vii. 1,2. John iv. 19. Actsxy. 
32. Psalm Ixxiv. 10. 

Ver. 16. he called for a dearth] For a famine, which 
is here spoken of as if it were a servant, ready to come at 
God's bidding. Gen. xii. — destroyed, ^c] In the Bible 
Version it is, "He brake the whole staff of bread;" bread, 
being the principal support, is called the staff and stay of 
life. Isaiah iii. 1. 

Ver» 17. even Joseph,] Gen. xxxix. 1 ; xlv. 7, 8. 

Ver. 18. entered into his soul ;] The iron chains, with 

o3 
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which he was bouad, galled and hurt him exceedingly. 
This is not mentioned in Genets. 

Fer. 19. Until the time, ^c] Till the time came for 
his character being fully known in the court of Pharaoh, 
he was sorely tried in prison, according to the word or 
counsel of die Lord. 

Fer, 2S. That he might infrnm] That he might conn- 
maiid the nobles and great men of Pharac^ and rule then 
at his pleasure. — his senators.^ His counsellors. 

Fer. 2S. Israel also] Gen. xlvi. 1—7.— of Ham,'] Of 
Egypt. See Psalm Ixxviii. 52. 

Fer. 24, 25.] Exod. i. 7—11. 
. Ver. 26. 42.] -Exod, v. — xvii. Psalm Ixxvifi. 

Fer. 36. He brought them, 8^c.] Exod. x. 26; xii. 
35, 36. 

Fer. 39. the bread of heaven.] The manna which came 
down from heaven. Psahn Ixxviii. 25. 

Fer. 43. the labours of the people] The fruits of their 
labour, their com and vineyards. Josh. xxi. 43— -45. 



Every time we read an account of the Lord's mercy to Israei, 
and of the faithful performance of all His promises, let it serve, 
by His grace, to ^ increase oar faith," and move us to depend 
upon Him for every blessing, according to His holy word. 
Whatever may happen, either to ^m^dves or our Church, let 
US not be tempted to doubt or fear, but ^' hold fast the pro* 
fession of our faith without wavering ; for be is faithful that pro- 
mised." Heb. X. 23. Very often what seems to be a great evil 
to us, is sent by the Lord as an instrument of great good : to 
prepare the way, by His unseen hand, for our preservation and 
blessing. Did He work such wcmders for His people by Joseph, 
and Moses, and Joshua ? How much more may we trust to His 
goodness and power, through our Almighty Redeemer, of whom 
these holy men of old were but the feeble types and patterns ! 
Yea, and how much experience have we already had of His 
wonder-working power ^nd grace ! How much has the Lord 
Jesus done for His people from the earliest days of the Gospel 
until now ! How much has He done for ourselves 1 Bringing 
us from the bondage of sin to liberty and life ; feeding us uith 
the ''true bread" of heaven; supporting and comforting our 
souls under every trouble. The Lord has indeed remembered 
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His covenant with Abraham, in raigiog «p His promisfid Seed, 
^'in whom all tke fiamffies of the earth shall he hlessed^'' a&d 
we Gentiles are in film become a ^ chosen i^neration to show 
forth his prftises." 1 Pet u. % 10. But let it never for a 
moment be fofi^otten, that our Lord, by tUl He does for ob, 
intends to teach and incline and enable ms to "keep Ins statnteB 
«nd observe his laws :*' thus to glorify Him, fiist here on earth, 
and then in heavien for ever. 

OUB&TIONS. 

Explain tct. 4.— The judgments of His inonth ? — What was 
God's covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? — 'For an ever* 
lasting testament ? — ^Tbey strangers in the land ? — Who and 
where? — Mine anointed? — My prophets? — For a dearth?-*. 
Whom did God send before them into Egypt ? — ^What was done 
to him ? — That his caose was known ? — The king sent I — What 
king? — Explain ver. 22. — Ham ? — Where do we find an accoant 
of what God did for His people in Egypt, &c. ? — ^The labours of 
the people ?— For what end did God perform all these wonders 
for them ? — What may we learn from this ? 



PSALM CVI. 

Here the Psalmist sets forth the mercies of God to Israel 
ef old, and shows the drecbdful manner in which those mercies 
'had been abused. 



I O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is gracious : and 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

3 Who can express the noble 
acts of the Lord : or show forth 
all his praise ? 

3 Blessed are they that alway 
keep judgement : and do righte- 
ousness. 

4 Remember me, O Lord, 
4iCCording to the favour that 

thou bearest unto thy people : 
O visit me with thy salva- 
•ition ; 

5 That I may see the felicity 

o 



of thy chosen : and rejoice in 
the gladness of thy people, and 
give thanks with thine inherit- 
ance. 

6 We have sinned with our 
fathers : we have done amiss» 
and dealt wickedly. 

7 Our fathers regarded not 
thy wonders in Egypt, neither 
kept they thy great goodness 
in remembrance ; but were dis- 
obedient at the sea, even at the 
Red Sea. 

8 Nevertheless, he helped 
them for his name's sake : that 
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he might make his power to he 
known. 

9 He rehnked the Red Sea 
alflo, and it was dried up : so 
he led them thnragh the deep, 
ae through a wilderness. 

10 And he saved them from 
the adversarT's hand ; and de- 
livered them from the hand of 
the enemy. 

11 As for those that troubled 
them, the waters overwhelmed 
them : there was not one of 
them left. 

12 Then believed they his 
words : and sang praise unto 

13 But within a while they 
foigat his works : and would 
not abide his counsel. 

14 But lust came upon them 
in the wilderness : and they 
tempted God in the de- 
sert. 

15 And he gave them their 
desire : and sent leanness withal 
into their soul. 

16 They angered Moses also 
in the tents : and Aaron the 
saint of the Lord. 

17 So the earth opened, and 
swallowed up Dathan : and 
covered the congregation of 
Abiram. 

18 And the fire was kindled 
in their company : the flame 
burnt up the ungodly. 

19 They made a calf in 
Horeb : and worshipped the 
molten image. 

20 Thus they turned their 
glory : into the similitude of a 
calf that eateth hay. 

21 And they forgat God their 
Saviour : who had done so great 
things in Egypt ; 

22 Wondrous works in the 



land of Ham : and fearful things 
by the Red Sea. 

23 So he said he would 
have destroved them, had not 
Moses hUi chosen stood before 
him in the gap : to turn away 
his wrathful indignation, lest 
he should destroy them. 

24 Yea, they thought scorn 
of that pl^isant land : and gave 
no credence unto his word ; 

25 But murmured in their 
tents : and hearkened not unto 
the voice of the Lord. 

26 Then lift he up his hand 
against them : to overthrow 
them in the wilderness ; 

27 To cast out their seed 
among the nations : and to 
scatter them in the lands. 

28 Thev joined themselves 
unto Baal-peor : and ate the 
offerings of the dead. 

29 Thus they provoked him 
to anger with their own inven- 
tions : and the plague was great 
among them. 

30 Then stood up Phinees 
and prayed : and so the plague 
ceased. 

31 And that was counted 
unto him for righteousness : 
among all posterities for ever- 
more. 

32 They angered him also 
at the waters of strife : so that 
he punished Moses for thdr 
sakes ; 

33 Because they provoked 
his spirit : so that he spake 
unadvisedlv with his lips. 

34 Neitner destroyed they 
the heathen : as the Lord com* 
manded them ; 

35 But were mingled among 
the heathen : and learned their 
works. 
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36 Insomuch that they wor- 
shipped their idols, which turn- 
ed to their owq decay : yea, they 
offered their sons and their 
daughters unto devils ; 

37 And shed innocent blood, 
even the blood of their sons and 
of their daughters : whom they 
offered unto the idols of Ca- 
naan ; and the land was defiled 
with blood. 

38 Thus were they stained 
with their own works : and went 
a whoring with their own in- 
ventions. 

39 Therefore was the wrath 
of the Lord kindled against his 
people : insomuch that he ab- 
horred his own inheritance. 

40 And he gave them over 
into the hand of the heathen : 
and they that hated them were 
lords over them. 

41 Their enemies oppressed 
them : and had them m sub- 
jection » 



42 Many a time did he de- 
liver them : but they rebelled 
against him with their own in- 
ventions, and were brought 
down in their wickedness. 

43 Nevertheless, when he 
saw their adversity : he heard 
their complaint. 

44 He thought upon his 
covenant, and pitied them, ac- 
cording unto the multitude of 
his mercies : yea, he made all 
those that led them away cap- 
tive to pity them. 

45 Deliver us, O Lord, our 
God, and gather us from among 
the heathen : that we may give 
thanks unto thy holy name, 
and make our boast of thy 
praise. 

46 Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel from everlasting, and 
world without end : and let all 
the people say. Amen. 



Fer. 3, keep judgement ;] " Keep God's statutes and 
observe his laws." Psalm cv. 44. 

Fer, 5. the felicity'] The happiness. In the Bible it 
is, ** the good of thy chosen." — thine inheritance.'] Those 
who are heirs of Thy kingdom^ 

Fer, 6. with our fathers :] In like manner as our fathers 
did, by unbelief and disobedience. 

Fer. 7. at the Red Sea.] Exod. xiv. 10 — 12. 

Fer. 9. as through a wilderness.] That is, on dry land. 

Fer. 13—15.] See Exod. xv. 24. Numb. xi. 4. 33. — 
would not abide his counsel.] Would not trust His word, 
and wait with faith and patience for His promised blessings 
— lust] evil desire. — tempted God] Tried, to see if He 
could help them. — sent leanness] Sent a plague, which 
wasted their bodies. 

Fer. 16 — 18.] See Numb, xvi, 

o 5 
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Fer. 19. They made a ealfji Exod, xxxii. — molten'] 
Made of gold, tnelted by the fire. 

Ver. 20. their glory :] That which was their real glory, 
the worship of God in the ark. — the similitude'] The like- 
ness. They leil the ark for the golden calf. 

Fer. 22. of Ham :] Of Egypt. Psalm Ixxviii. 52. 

Fer. 23. the gap :] A broken part of a hedge or wall, 
through which an enemy might enter. Israel's wall of 
clefence had been broken down by idolatry and sin ; and 
"God would have entered as an enemy with His wrath, 
had not Moses stood in the way, with his tears and 
his prayers. How well may this remind us of the Lord 
Jesus interceding for His people ! Exod. xxxii. 10 — 14. 
32. 

Fer, 24. thought scorn'] Made l^ht of the precious 
promise. — no credence] No belief. See Numb. xiii. xiv. 

Fer. 26. lift he up his hand] Then He sware against 
them, Psalm xcv. 11. To "lift up the hand'* was a form 
of oath. Gen. xiv. 22. 

Fer. 28. Baal-peor :] The false God of the Moabitea. 
Numb. XXV. — of the dead.] Of the dead idol : so called as 
<listinguished from the living and true God. They partook 
of those things which had been offered to the idol, and 
feasted with its worshippers. 

Fer. 29. with their own inventions :] With the false wor- 
ship, and all the abominable practices which they had in- 
vented in defiance of God*« word. 

Fer. 30. and prayed :] Rather, he " executed judge- 
ment,'' according to the Bible Fersion. Numb. xxv. 7 — 9. 

Fer. 31. for righteousness:] Numb, xxv. 10. 18. — aU 
posterities] A 11 generations. 

Fer. 32, 33.] See Nwf^. xx. 2— 13. — unadvisedly] 
Rashly, so as no wise man would advise. 

Fer. 34, 85,] See Judg. ii. 2, 8. 

Fer. 36. turned to their own decay :] Were a snare and 
ruin to them. — unto devils ;] Unto false gods, which are 
agents and representatives of the devM. See Deut. xii. 81. 
2 Kings xvii. 17. 1 Cor. x. 20. 

Fer. 88. stained] Corrupted, defiled. — went a whoring^ 
<^c.] Were unfaithful to God, as a false wife to a husband. 
Levit. xxv. 5. Psalm Ixxiii. 26. 



21st Day.] The Hundred 4md Smth Fsalm. 299 

Ver. 39. abhorred] Loathed or hated. 

Fer. 43. their adversity :] Their trouble. 

Ver, 45. Deliver us, ^c] This Psalm was written at a 
time when Israel was in captivity, led away into bondage, 
among the heathen ; long af^er David's death ; hence the 
iitness of the prayer with which k ends. 



The history of Israel is almost one continued account of mer- 
cies on God*s part, and rebellion on their own : the more they 
were favoured, the more they siQne4. It is shocking and griev- 
ous to think that the heart of man should be so ungrateful, and 
depraved, and abandoned. But Christians have sinned against 
the light as much as the Jews : our eyes, indeed, have not be- 
held such astonishing signs and wonders as they saw ; but Jesus 
and His apostles wrought even greater wonders than those which 
were performed in the aight of Israel ; and all these wonders 
we profess to believe, as fully as if we had seen them done. And 
the way of the kingdom of heaven is opened to us far more 
clearly than it was to the people of old. Jesus has suffered, and 
died, and risen again for us ; He has taught us perfectly *' what 
we must do to be saved ; " He «ends us, in a larger measure, 
the grace of His Holy Spirit, to enlighten and guide, and 
Strengthen and comfort us, in every difficulty and every trial. 
And yet, under all these mighty privileges and advantages, how 
many are there who rebel against Him in the most wicked and 
shameless manner : who are no better in heart or character 
than the worst of the guilty Israelites ! O let us tremble, 
favoured as we are with the glorious light of the Gospel, at the 
very thought of such hateful ingratitude and sin. O let us turn 
unto the Lord of our life with ail our heart and soul ; and pray 
that we may serve Him with holy fear and holy love. " For if 
ive sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
faarful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
fihall devour the adversaries. He that aespised Moses' law» 
died without mercy under two or three witnesses. Of how 
much sorer punii^ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy^ 
who hath trodden :under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite imto 'the Spirit of grace ? 
Heb.x. 26 — 29* "Wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye. 
J^zek, xviii. 32. 

o 6 
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QUB8TI0N8, 

The felicity?— Sinned with our fathers ?— As through a wil* 
derness ?— Would not abide His counsel? — Lust came upon 
them?— Where ?— Tempted God?— Sent leanness?— The molten 
image ?— Explain ver. 20.— In the gap ? — Credence ?— Lift He 
up His hand?— What was Baal-peor ?— The offerings of the 
dead ?— Their own inventions ? — Posterities ?— Unadvisedly ? — 
Explain ver. 36.— Were stwned ?— Adversity ?— When was this 
Psalm composed ?— And what may we learn from it ? 



THE TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 



PSALM CVII. 



Goo^s redeemed people are exhorted to thank Him for His 
mercies, which are here set forth in variow ways. The 
Lord has power to bestow favours and blessings ^ and power 
to take them away. 



1 O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is gracious : and 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Let them give thanks 
whom the Lord hath redeemed : 
and delivered from the hand of 
the enemy ; 

3 And gathered them out of 
the lands, from the east, and 
from the west : from the north, 
and from the south. 

4 They went astray in the 
Tidldemess out of the way : and 
found no city to dwell in ; 

5 Hungry and thirsty : their 
soul fainted in them. 



6 So they cried unto the 
Lord in their trouble : and he 
delivered them from their dis- 
tress. 

7 He led them forth bv the 
right way : that they mignt go 
to the city where they dwelt. 

8 O that men would there- 
fore praise the Lord for his 

Soodness : and declare the won- 
ers that he doeth for the chil* 
dren of men I 

9 For he satisfieth the empty 
soul : and fiUeth the hungry 
soul with goodness. 

10 Such as sit in darkness. 



22nd Day.] The Hundred and Seventh Psalm. 301 



and in the shadow of death : 
beiD^ fast hound in misery and 
iron ; 

11 Because they rebelled 
against the words of the Lord : 
and lightly regarded the coun- 
sel of the Most Highest ; 

12 He also brought down 
their heart through heaviness : 
they fell down, and there was 
none to help them. 

13 So when they cried unto 
the Lord in their trouble : he 
delivered them out of their dis- 
tress. 

14 For he brought them out 
of darkness, and out of the 
shadow of death : and brake 
their bonds in sunder. 

1 5 O that men would there- 
fore praise the Lord for his 
goodness : and declare the 
wonders that he doeth for the 
children of men ! 

16 For he hath broken the 
gates of brass : and smitten the 
bars of iron in sunder. 

17 Foolish men are plagued 
for their offence : and because 
of their wickedness. 

18 Their soul abhorred all 
manner of meat : and they were 
even hard at death's door. 

19 So when they cried unto 
the Lord in their trouble : he 
delivered them out of their dis- 
tress. 

20 He sent his word, and 
healed them : and they were 
saved from their destruction. 

21 O that men would there- 
fore praise the Lord for his 
goodness : and declare the 
wonders that he doeth for the 
children of men ! 

22 That they would o£fer 
unto him the sacrifice of 



thanksgiving : and tell out his 
works with gladness ! 

23 They that go down to the 
sea in ships : and occupy their 
business in great waters ; 

24 These men see the works 
of the Lord : and his wonders 
in the deep. 

25 For at his word the 
stormy wind ariseth : which 
lifteth up the waves thereof. 

26 They are carried up to the 
heaven, and down again to the 
deep : their soul melteth away 
because of the trouble. 

27 They reel to and fro, and 
stagger like a drunken man : 
and are at their wit's end. 

28 So when they cry unto 
the Lord in their trouble : he 
delivereth them out of their 
distress. 

29 For he maketh the storm 
to cease : so that the waves 
thereof are still. 

30 Then are they glad, be- 
cause they arc at rest : and so 
he bringeth them unto the 
haven where they would be. 

310 that men would there- 
fore praise the Lord for his 
goodness : and declare the 
wonders that he doeth for the 
children of men I 

32 That they would exalt 
him also in the congregation of 
the people : and praise him in 
the seat of the elders ! 

33 Who turneth the floods 
into a wilderness : and drieth 
up the water-springs. 

34 A fruitful land maketh 
he barren : for the wickedness 
of them that dwell therein. 

35 Again he maketh the wil* 
demess a standing water : and 
water-springs of a dry ground. 



tyraDte : and let them waader 
out of the way in the wilder- 
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36 And there be eetteth the I to be evil intreated throng 
hungry : that they may build 
Chem a city to dwell in ; 

37 That diey may sow their 
land, and plant vineyards : to 
yield them fruits of increase. 

38 He blessed them, so that 
they multiply exceedingly : and 
«nffereth not their catUe to de- 
crease. 

39 And again, when they are 
minished, and brought low : 
through oppression, through 
any plague, or trouble ; 

40 Though he suffer them 



41 Yet helpeth be the poor 
out of misery : and maketb him 
housholds like a flock of dieep. 

42 The righteous will con- 
sider this, and rejoice : and the 
mouth of all wickedness aball 
be stopped. 

43 Whoso is wise will ponder 
these things : end they shall 
understand the loving-kmdneaB 
of the Lord. 



Fer. 3. out of the lands,'] Out of the countries of the 
heathen. Psabn cvi. 45. 

Ver. 4. in the wilderness] Many of the Israelites, when 
scattered by their enemies, might have been driven into the 
wilderness, from which they were recalled by God's mercy: 
nnd this represents our spiritual redemption by Christ Jesus, 
from the wilderness and misery of sin. 

Fer, 8.] This verse, whicii is several times repeated, may 
be considered as the dioms of the Psalm. 

Fer, 9. andjilleih, S^c] Luke i. 53. 

Fer. 10. in the shadow of death :] In fear and danger of 
dying. Fer, 18. Psalm xxiii. 4. — in misery and iron;'\ In 
chains of misery, in galling fetters. 

Fer, 12. brought down, ^c] '* Heaviness in the heart of 
man maketb itstoop." Prov, xii. 25. '* Humble yourselves, 
therefore," &c. 1 Pet, v. 6. 

Fer, 16. gates of brass — bars of iron\ He hath set die 
prisoners free, notwithstanding the great obstacles, and the 
many strong holds. 

Fer, 17. Foolish men] Psalm xiv. 1. — plagued] TrooUed, 
afflicted. 

Fer, 20. sent his word, i^c] He oardered their deliver- 
ance. 

Fer, 25 — ^^30.] These verses contain the most striking 
and true and awful description of a sudden storm at sea. 

Fer, 27. at their wit's end^ Know not what to do. 

Fer. 28. So when they cry] The affrighted sailors will 
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pray in a stonn, if at no time else. So, in all the storms 
of life, prayer is the only remedy, God the only help and 
refuge. 

Ver, 29.] See Matt, viii. 26, where we find that the same 
divine power was exercised by Christ. 

Ver, 30. the haven'] The port or harbour, a place of 
safety for the vessel. 

Ver, 82. in the seat of the elders /] When they sit in 
judgment, in their council or assembly. 

Ver, 33 — 35.] These verses intimate that God can 
change the face of any country or place, from plenty to 
barrenness, or from barrenness to plenty ; and, in like 
manner, He can enrich any country or place with spiritual 
blessings, and take them away when abused. See Isaiah 
xxxii. 9 — 19. 

Ver, 39. mmtshed^ Lessened and reduced. 

Ver, 40. tyrants :] Cruel governors. 

Ver, 41. like a flock ofsJieep,] So many in number : God 
niak€th, out of a desolate people, a large and flourishing 
nation. 

Ver. 42, 43.] See Deut, xxxii. 29. 36. 48. 



Wherever we turn our thoughts, we perceive the effects of the 
Lord's goodness, which should always call forth our grateful 
praises, whether it be shown to ourselves or to others. God is 
m every blessing ; all the common events of every day, which 
the world calls good fortune or chance : all the comforts and 
conveniences of life are ordered and sent by the Lord of heaven 
and earth : whatever means or instruments may be employed, 
He is the great Author and Agent: to Him our hearts should 
ever be open, to Htm our souls continually lifted up. But the 
Lord sends troubles to His people as well as blessings, sorrow 
as well as joy : whenever, therefore, '' our heart is bowed down 
through heaviness," let us be diligent in searching out the 
cause : sin is the parent of misery ; '* foolish men are plagned 
for their offence," and "because they rebelled against the 
Lord." Let us eonsidttr our ways in the spirit of deep repent- 
ance ; and desire, above all things, that the Lord may return to 
us in consolation and peace ; and let us never forget to pray, 
^'to fall down and kneel before the Lord our Maker." Prayer 
18 the sinner's only hope, his only means of blessing ; and it is 
the sure and unfa&ng anchor of the soul, amidst all the winds 
laid waves of trouble* In this Psahn we are four times encouraged 
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in this gracious manner, ** when they cried unto the Lord in 
their trouble, he delivered them oat of their distress/' This 
was the cry of God's people in eyery difficulty and danger, 
and this cry was never raised in vain. O let ns go on day by 
day, praying for mercies and praising God for all He gives, tiU 
we have naraed through the scenes, and cleared all the danger^ 
of this cnangeable world, even till we come to the gate, and lie 
down in the shadow of death ; and then the iron bars of that 
gate shall be broken, and we shall rise again, and be led to the 
haven of eternal rest : we shall go to our own home, to the 
heavenly city, '* and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
amongst as ; we shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more 
—For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shsill feed 
us, and shall lead as uato living fountains of waters ; and God 
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes." Rev, vii. 15 — 17. 



QUESTIONS. 

Let them give thanks — ^who? — ^What did they do in their 
trouble, &c. ?— O that men, &c. would do what ? — In the shadow 
of death? — In misery and iron ?^Why were they so tried ? — 
Explain ver. 16. — Sent His word f — Give some account of the 
vessel in a storm. — ^The haven ?— In the seat of the elders ?-« 
Explain ver. 33 — 35.— Minished? — ^Tyrants? — Households like 
a flock of sheep ? 



iSbening Eraser* 

PSALM CVIII. 

This Psalm is taken from two others ; the first Jive, verses 
are nearly the same as the last five in Psalm Ivii., and the 
rest are found in Psalm lx« 5 — 12. The strain of gratitude 
and triumph which runs through this Psalm^ makes it suit" 
able to the service of the Church on Ascension-day. See the 
explanation of Psalms Ivii. Ix. 



1 O God, my heart is ready, 
my heart is ready : I will sing 
and give praise with the best 
member tnat I have. 

2 Awake, thou lute, and 
harp : I myself will awake right 
early. 

3 I will give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, among the peo- 



ple : I will sing praises nnto 
thee among the nations. 

4 For thy mercy is greater 
than the heavens : and thy 
truth reacheth unto the clouds. 

5 Set up thyself, O God, 
above the heavens : and thy 
glory above all the earth. 

6 That thy beloved may be 
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delivered : let thy right hand 
save them, and hear thou me. 

7 God hath spoken in his 
holiness : I will rejoice there- 
fore, and divide Sichem, and 
mete out the valley of Succoth. 

8 Gilead is mine, and Ma- 
nasses is mine : Ephraim also 
is the strength of my head. 

9 Judah is my law-giver, 
Moah is my wash-pot : over 
Edom will I cast out my shoe ; 
upon PhUistia will I trfumph. 



10 Who will lead me into 
the strong city : and who wiU 
bring me into Edom ? 

11 Hast not thou forsaken 
us, O God : and wilt not thou, 
O God, go forth with our 
hosts ? 

12 O help us against the 
enemy : for vain is the help of 
man. 

13 Through God we shall do 
great acts : and it is he that 
shall tread down our enemies. 



PSALM CIX. 

David, in denouncing judgment upon his enemies, and 
especially upon some particular enemy, sets forth the doom 
of the traitor Judas, and the rest of the rebellious Jews. 

1 Hold not thy tongue, O 
God of my praise : for the 
mouth of the ungodly, yea, the 
mouth of the deceitful is 
opened upon me. 

2 And thev have spoken 
against me witn false tongues : 
thev compassed me about also 
with words of hatred, and 
fought against me without a 
cause. 

3 For the love that I had 
nnto them, lo, they take now 
my contrary part : but I give 
myself unto prayer. 

4 Thus have they rewarded 
me evil for good : and hatred 
for my good will. 

5 Set thou an ungodly man 
to be ruler over him : and let 
Satan stand at his right hand. 

6 When sentence is given 
upon him, let him be con- 
demned : and let his prayer be 
turned into sin. 



7 Let his days be few : and 
let another take his office. 

8 Let his children be father- 
less : and his wife a widow. 

9 Let his children be vaga- 
bonds, and beg their bread : 
let them seek it also out of de- 
solate places. 

10 Let the extortioner con- 
sume all that he hath : and let 
the stranger spoil his labour. 

11 Let there be no man to 
pity him : nor to have compas- 
sion upon his fatherless chil- 
dren. 

12 Let his posterity be de- 
stroyed : and in the next gene- 
ration let his name be clean put 
out. 

13 Let the wickedness of his 
fathers be had in remembrance 
in the sight of the Lord : and 
let not the sin of his mother be 
done away. 

14 Let them alwaybe before 
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tiie Lord : that lie vmf iDoi 
<iat die memoml of Ahb 611M 
off the eartii; 

15 And tiiaft, beeuBe his 
not to da good : hut 

the poor brifUfms 
man, that he n^ght day lum 
that was Tezed at the heaxC 

16 Hk dehght «■§ in con- 
ing, and it shall hafipen noto 
him : he loved not bksnng, 

Shan it be far 



17 He dothed himself with 
cnrsing, like as with a raiment : 
and it shall come into his 
bowels like water, and Ifts oil 
into his bones. 

18 Let it be onto him as the 
didce that he hath upon him : 
and as the girdle that he is 
alway girded withal. 

19 Let it thus happen fsom 
the Lord noto mme enenuea : 
Aid to those that speak evil 
against my soul. 

20 Bui deal fhoa wkh me, 
O Lord God, according nnto 
thy name : for sweet is tby 
mercy. 

21 O deliver me, for I am 
helpless and poor : and my 
heart is wounded within me. 



that dcpoitelh I and am dilvoi 
y as the gmadiopper. 
S3 My kneea are 

dooqg^ mating : my flesh ii 
• diied 19 for want of ftrtncoa. 
I S4 I became also a leproadi 
iUBfto them : tiiey that lookBd 

upon me snafcrn tneir Heads. 
I 25 Bfllp me, O Lmd my 
1 God : O save me according to 

thymeny^ 

I S6 And they shall know, hov 
' that this is thy hand : and that 
; thou. Lord, hast done it. 

27 Hiough they curse, yet 
bless tfiou : and let them be 
confounded that rise up against 
me; bat Jet thy servant re- 
joioe. 

28 Let mine adversaries be 
clothed with shame : and let 
them «over themselveo with 
thdr own conteioB, as wiik a 
doke. 

29 As for me, I wiH give 
irreat thanks unto the Lsud 

.^th my month z and praise 
hhn among the multitude. 

30 For he shall stand at te 
right hand of the poor : to 
save his soul from unrightuwir 
judges. 



Fer. 1. God cf my praise :] The God whom I praise; 
to whom all my praise is due. 

Fer. 2. with false tongues :] Psalm lii. 5. The same 
|>erson may be alluded to in boUi Psalms. 

Fer, 3. For the love^ This shows that David had no 
private feeling of enmity against them, but had loved them 
even though they were unfriendly in their hearts. — mtf 
contrary part :~\ A part against me, they are my adver- 
saries. 

Fer. 4. evil for good, ^c] This verse, and indeed die 
•four first verses, very clearly apply to Jesus Christ, who 
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^re^re may be regarded as the speaker and prophet in 
this Psalm. 

Ver. 5 — 19. Set thou, ^c] These verses have been 
the cause of great oiFenoe to many weak minds ; it has 
been supposed that David here breathes a spirit of deep 
and cruel malice : but there is no necessity for any such 
conclusion. See Psalm v. 11 ; Ixix. 23 — 29. David is 
publicly declaring, and not privately desiring, the wrath 
of God upon the wicked ; and there is no more revenge in 
his language, than in that of Moses, when he records the 
curses again^ Israel in Deut. xxvtii., or than in the arm 
of Joshua, the servant of the Lord, when he destroyed the 
gurhy inhabitants of Canaan, In fact, these words of the 
Psalm are pnq>erly the words of l^e Messiah, foreshowing 
ffae fate of Judas and his wicked brethren. 

Fer. 5. an ungodly man"] A cruel and wicked king. 
The Jews, as " they would not have Christ to reign over 
them," have sa;ffered l&om severe rulers ever since. — let 
Satan] The enemy, or accuser. Satan is called the accuser 
of the brethren. Rev, xii. 9, 10. — at his right hand J] In a 
court of justice, the accuser of a criminal stood at his right 
hand. See Zech, iii. 1. 

Ver, 6. let his prayer] His prayer being the prayer of 
fear, and not of faith and repentance, will be rejected as the 
work of sin. 

Ver, 7* and let another] St. Peter has assured us that 
these words are written of Judas, Acts i. 20 : '* his bishop- 
rick let another take;" bishopric meaning overseership, or 
** office." See on Psalm Ixix. 26. 

Ver, 8, 9.] These two verses foretel the wretchedness 
that would befall the families of David's persecutor and 
Christ's betrayer. — vagabonds^ Wandering about. This is 
a true description of all the Jewish people, since they re- 
jected and cruci6ed the Lord Jesus ; they .have wandered 
about from country to country all over the world. 

Ver, 10. extortioner] One who will have more than his 
due, taking it by fraud and robbery. 

Ver, 12. Let his posterity] The family of David's enemy 
is unknown ; the family of Judas was soon forgotten ; and 
the Jews themselves lost their name, as a people and king- 
dom, in the very next generation. 
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Ver, 14, before the Lord:"] Brought before Him for 
judgment. — the Tnemoriat] The remembrance, that they 
be no more remembered as a nation. Thus did our Lord 
denounce vengeance against them. Matt, xxiii. 38. 

Fer, 17. He clothed himself] See Matt, xxvii. 25. 
Where we read the fulfilment of this declaration. — it shaU 
comey ^0.] The curse shall come into his innermost soul, 
like water which finds its way into every crack, and like 
oil when rubbed into the flesh ; there shall be no escape 
from it. 

Ver, 20. unto thy name ;] Thy goodness and truth, 

Ver, 22, like the shadow] Psahn cii. 11. — €ts the grass* 
hopper.] The locust. These insects often appeared in vast 
numbers, like a cloud, and are driven about by the wind, 

Fer, 24, shaJced their heads,] See Psalm xxii. ?» and 
Matt, xxvii. 39. 

Fer, 30. at the right hand] The advocate or pleader (as 
well as the accuser, ver, 5,) was placed at the right band. 



In all our trials we should call upon the Lord as the " God 
of our praise," in whom we glory, and whom we delight to 
worship: we should beg of Him to deliver us for His own 
Name's sake, according to the greatness of His mercy; that 
His hand may be glorified, while we are humbled. And if we 
do, when poor or helpless, submit ourselves to the will of the 
Almighty, and depend upon His Holy Spirit for aid or blesi'> 
ing, we need not pay any regard to the foul reproaches or curses 
of ungodly men ; the Lord will overrule their anger and turn it 
to our benefit. Be we careful never to return any violent lan- 
guage, " not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing, but 
contrariwise, blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, 
that ye should inherit a blessing." 1 Pet, iii. 9. But though 
we show a forbearing spirit, and desire to think charitably of 
all, and pray for all, still the just and holy God is preparing the 
instruments of wrath against the wicked opposers of His will ; 
against all who despise the riches of His goodness, or neglect 
the offer of His grace. If men will not turn, and love and serve 
Him, there is no remedy, but they must die : but God '< willed 
not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should turn from 
his wickedness and live." And He says to the disobedient of 
His Church in our day, what He said to the disobedient of old. 
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^« Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one 
according to his ways, saith the Lord God. Repent and turn 
Yourselves from all your transgressions ; so iniquity shall not 
oe your ruin. Cast away all your transffressions, whereb]^ ye 
have transgressed ; and make you a new heart and a new spirit : 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel?" Ezek, xviii. 30, 31. 
''Turn thou us, O Lord, and so we shall be turned;" and let 
us say and know, from happy experience, that " Sweet is thy 
mercy." 

QUESTIONS. 

God of my praise ? — Satan — at his right hand ? — Prayer 
turned into sin ? — Explain ver. *!. — to whom does it applv ? — 
And how are all these petitions of David to be explaiued ? — 
Vagabonds? — Extortioner ?— The memorial ? — Explain ver. 17. 
»-As the grasshopper ?—Shaked their heads? — Stand at the 
right hand of the poor ? 



THE TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 



iQornmg Eraser* 
PSALM ex. 

This Psalm relates altogether to the Messiah, and there^ 
fore it is appointed by the Church to he read on Christmas- 
day. It describes the power of Christ after His ascension ; 
the priesthood of Christ ; and the extension of His kingdom. 



unto my 
on my right 



1 The Lord said 
Lord : Sit thou 
hand, until I make thine ene- 
mies thy footstool. 

2 The Lord shall send the 
rod of thy power out of Sion : 
be thou ruler, even in the midst 
unoDg thine enemies. 

3 In the day of thy power 
shall the people offer thee free- 
^11 offerings with an holy wor- 
ship : the dew of thy birth is 
of the womb of the morning. 

4 The Lord sware, and will 



not repent : thou art a priest 
for ever after the order of Mel- 
chisedech. 

5 The Lord upon thy right 
hand : shall wound even kings 
in the day of his wrath. 

6 He shall judge among the 
heathen ; he shall fill the places 
with the dead bodies : and 
smite in sunder the heads over 
divers countries. 

7 He shall drink of the brook 
in the way : therefore shall he 
lift up his head. 
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Fer. 1.] l>avid may be uaderstood thvs : " The Lord 
Jehovah said to my Lord Messiah, Thou shall reiga till 
thou hast put all thine enetnies under Thy feet, (1 Cor, 
XT. 25,) till they are all subdued/' This was settled in 
the council of the Godhead from the very beginning ; and 
it is represented to us in a figure^ by the Father sp^ikii^ 
to the Son, with a promise o£ power and dominion when 
the work of redemption was finished. This is the vase 
which our Lord quotes in His discourse with the Pharisees^ 
{Matt. xxii. 41 — 46,) by which He has plainly informed us, 
that David's Lord, here spoken of by the Holy Ghos^ 
was no other than the Messiah : how than could He, at the 
same time, be David's Son ? There is but one reasooafaie 
answer to be given, that Jesus was of the family of David, 
a son of David, according to the flesh, (Rom. ix. 5,^ but 
David's Lord, according to the Spirit, in His divine nature, 
as Head of the Church firo» the beginning of time ; being, 
even when David spake these words, " King of kings and 
Lord of lords." Jesus Christ was '^ Emmainiel, God with 
us," ** God manifested in the flesh ;" thus He was, in one 
view, the Sony in another view, the Lord of David. — thy 
footstool] Psalm xcix. 5. 

Ver. 2. The Lord shall send^ ^c] In this verse David 
addresses himself to his king Messiah. — the rod of thy 
power'] The sceptre of Thy kingdom ; Thy power and 
rule shall be established and begin at Sion or Jerusalens 
and flrom thence shall spread over all nations^ Luke xxiv. 
44—49. 

Ver. 3. In the day of thy potoer] When Thy power 
shall be manifested in the conversion of many pec^le, in 
bearing down all opposition to Thy kingdom. — -free-will 
offerings] For the Redeemer's people shall come unto Him 
gladly, and serve Him with joy. Isa. Iv. 5. — the dew of 
thy birtb^ ^c] The meaning of these words is, " Thy 
children sh^ be as the dew which is bom of themonuiig :" 
Thy people shall be as many in number as the drops of 
morning dew. See Gen. xxii. 17. 

Ver. 4. The Lord sware, ^c.] This is the Lord's solemn 
decree, which standeth firm and fast. David, having spoken 
of his Messiah as Kiny^ now proceeds to ^peak of Him as 
a Priest, as onQ whose business it waa to o&x aaorifice Sat 
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the dns of the people ; and '^ in the end of the world hath 
he appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself/' 
being " once offered to bear the sins of many." Heh. vii. 
27 9 28 ; ix. 26. 28. Under the law of Moses, the same 
person could not be both king and priest ; but God declared 
by Zechariah, that Christ should '*be a priest upon his 
throne." Zech, vi. 12, 13. — after the order of Melchise^ 
dech,'] Gen, xiv. 18 — 20. After the manner or likeness 
of Mekhisedechy and not after the rules for the priesthood 
of Aaron under the law, which required the priests to be 
of the tribe of Leyi^ whereas our Lord was of tibe tribe of 
Judahy and was " made, not after the law of a carnal com* 
mandment, but after the power of an endless life." Heb. 
vii. 16. See the whole of Heb, vii. on the subject of 
Melchisedech. 

Fer. 5.] These words are addressed to the Father ; 
" The Lord Messiah on thy right hand, &c. (as in ver, 1,) 
shall destroy the mightiest in the day of his judgement 
and vengeance." Psmlm it. 

Fer, 6.] These are ^ proo& of His power and victory* 
— divers] Many. 

Fer. 7. shall drink of the brook^ 4*^0 Shall be refreshed 
by wonderful means (like Israel in the wilderness, Exod, 
xvii. 6), and thus ^ go Ibrth conquering and to conquer/* 
Rev, vi. 2. 



Oar Lord Jesus Chrkt^ who is one with the Father, " very 
God of very God,'^ has been manifested in the fleshy David's 
Son a&d David's Lord : and having *' conquered death and hell,*^ 
He has ascended to his throne in heaven ; and there He sits at 
the right hand of power> pleading for His people^ and '^mighty 
to save." He gained the victory over all His enemies* even 
''the last enemy, death ;'* He has conquered as the ** Captain of 
our salvation/' that we may go forth under His banners, and 
** fight the good fight of faith/' and conquer also. The '< rod 
€3i his power" hath been sent forth into oar land ; His kingdom 
lias been planted here. Have we experienced *' the day of his 
power ^'^ Does His grace reign in our hearts, and manifest itself 
» our fives ? " The life we now live in the flesh, do we live- 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved us, and gave himself for 
«8?" Gmt, ii. ao. Do we look to Him conMn^ly and wholly* 
as our Prophet, Priest, and King : our Bropdbet to teach and 
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guide, our Priest to reconcile and plead, our King to govern us ? 
H 80, we have nothing to fear ; we " shall drink of the brook in 
the way" of our earthly pilgrimage; we shall be refreshed on 
our journey, day by day, with the waters of life and salvation ; 
and at last, having '' passed through the valley of the shadow 
of death," we shall " lift up our heads with joy" on the shores 
of the heavenly Canaan. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who is the subject of this Psalm ? — Explain ver. I. — ^Therod 
of Thy power ?— Out of Sion ? — In the day of Thy power ?^ 
Free-will offerings ?— The dew of Thy birth, &c. ?— Explain 
ver. 4. — To whom is ver. 5 addressed ? — ^What proof of Chrises 
power and victory are mentioned ? — He shall drink, &c. ? — ^What 
IS meant by lifting up His head ? 



PSALM CXI. 

A song of praise for the glorious works of God on behalf 
of His Churchy and therefore appointed as one of the proper 
Psalms for Easter-day. 



1 I will give thanks unto the 
Lord with my whole heart : 
secretly among the faithful and 
in the congregation. 

2 The works of the Lord are 
great : sought out of all them 
that have pleasure therein. 

3 His work is worthy to be 
praised, and had in honour : 
and his .righteousness endureth 
for ever. 

4 The merciful and gracious 
Lord hath so done his marvel- 
lous works : that they ought to 
be had in remembrance. 

5 He hath given meat unto 
them that fear him : he shall 
ever be mindful of his cove- 
nant. 



6 He hath showed his people 
the power of his works : that 
he may give them the heritage 
of the heathen. 

7 The works of his hands 
are verity and judgement : all 
his commandments are true. 

8 They stand fast for ever 
and ever : and are done in 
truth and equity. 

9 He sent redemption unto 
his people : he hath command* 
ed his covenant for ever ; holy 
and reverend is his name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom : a 
good understanding have all 
they that do thereafter; the 
praise of it endureth for ever. 



Ver. 1. secretly t ^c] In the private company of my 
pious friends, and in the public assembly of worshippers. 
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Ver. 2. sought out'] Diligently observed and considered 
by pious men. The careless man, who has no delight in 
the wonderful works of God, takes no notice of them : but 
His faithful servants find a great pleasure in them, and 
seek them out in their daily walk through life ; watchfully 
minding the dealings of His providence, and the fruits of 
His grace. 

Ver. 5. given meat] This may allude to God's feeding 
His people with manna in the wilderness : God likewise 
feedeth all them that love Him, both with bodily and spi- 
ritual meat, " sending them all things that be needful both 
for their souls and bodies.'* 

Ver. 6. the heritage of the heathen.] The possessions of 
the heathen nations in the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 7. verity] Truth : they are things done in fulfilment 
of His promise. 

Ver. 8. equity.] Righteousness, justice. 

Ver. 9. He sent redemption] He delivered His people 
from their bondage in Egypt, as a sign and type of the 
deliverance of all mankind from the bondage of sin, by 
Jesus Christ, whose resurrection set the seal to God's pro- 
mise and made it sure : for as Christ rose, so will His dis- 
ciples and followers rise also from sin and death to holiness 
and life eternal. Rom. vi. 1 Cw. xv. 20 — 22. — reverend^ 
To be had in respect and honour. 

Ver. 10. the beginning of wisdom :] No man is truly 
wise, till he has the fear and reverence of God in his heart ; 
he may have a great deal of worldly wisdom, " which pro- 
fiteth little ;" but he has no knowledge to guide him aright 
and lead him to a state of salvation. The fear of the Lord 
is the foundation of all true wisdom. Job xxviii. 28. Prov. 
i. 7 ; ix. 10. Observe, that by " fear" is here meant, not 
a terrifying and distressful feeling, but a holy and awful 
respect for God and His commandments, the effect of a 
true and lively faith. 



All the works of God are great : His works of creation to be 
seen all around us in the world ; His works of providence, in 
feeding and preserving all His creatures, and especially in be- 
■stowing blessings upon His righteous servants ; and His works 

p 
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0f gfftee* m Iknngui^lost siantn into- the way* of flalvatioD,.by 
His. Hd¥ Spirit and His holy word 9. tha8» **- deanaiiig them frQOt 
all nnriffnteoasneas," and ptreparing diom for heaven* All these 
works me children of God should oontimially and carefully ob* 
serve ; not waiting till their attcmtion is called to them by other 
people, or by some uncommon event ; but looking- ibr them and 
^swfcing tbem oat/^ every day and hour; not Uving as if dw 
world was governed by chance^ but watching the hand of God 
3& aU that cMOBcens thent; AasA whonevoc we peRcaive that the 
Lord has beaa kind wid gracious to ua» let us pray to be mads 
thankful; let us rejoice to speak of His loving-kindness among 
our friends and neighbours ; not in a boastful spirit, as if we 
were more in His favour than others, but humbly and sincerely : 
and let the sense of His mercies put new life into our praises 
when we wordiip in His holy temple. But abeve<all> let us re- 
member that our best acknowlfadgmeitf of Godfa- mercies^ and 
«ar best return for thera, is a holy life*; and that without a 
holy life no praise can be acceptable to Him. 'The fear of God 
is tne first step to salvation, as it leadeth a^sinner to depart from 
evil, and to do good ; to implore pardon, and to sue for grace; 
to apply to a Saviour for the one, and to a Sanctifler for the 
other. Religion is the perfbction of wisdom, practice the best 
instructor, and thanksgiving the sweetest rafreshment of the 
sool/ 

QUB8TION8. 

I will give thanks? — How, and where?: — By whom are the 
works of the Lord sought out ? — Hath given meat ? — To whom I 
—The heritage of the heathen ? — Verity ?— Equity ? — Redemp^ 
lion ? — Reverend ? — What is the begjtmiog; of wiiaoom ?— What 
do we leeun from this Psahn T- 



PSALM CXH. 



The. hlesainga attendant upon the righteims, tAe deatrtteUon 

cf tiie* tmgodiy. 



1 Blessed is the man that 
feareth the Lord : he hath great 
delight in his commandments. 

2. His seed shall be mighty 
upon, earth : the generation of 
the' faithful shall be blessed. 

3^ Riches and plenteousnessv 



shall be in his house : and his 
righteousness endureth for ever. 

4 Unto the godly there aris- 
eth. \u^ Hgiit in. the darkness : 
he is merciful>4 loving^ and 
righteous. 

5 A good maa is merciful^ 
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ai5 



and lendeth : and will guide 
bis words with, discretioo. 

6 For he shall never he mov*. 
ed : and the righteous shall 
he had in evcurlas^g remem^ 
hxaoce. 

7 He will not be afraid of 
way, evil tidings : for his heart 
standjBth fast, and believeth in 
the liord, 

. S His heart is established^ 
and will not shrink : nntal he 



see Im desire upon his en^. 
mies. 

9 He hath dispersed abroad^, 
and given to the poor : and his^ 
righteonsness r«maineth £or 
ever ; his horn shall be exaltecl 
with honour. 

10 The ungodly shall seeil^ 
and it shall grieve him : hfk 
shall gnash with his teeth» and 
consume, awav; the desire 6f 
the ungodly shall perish. 



Fer, 1. dnlight in his commandments.^ That which ap*- 
pears to be so forbidding and hard to the ungodly, is to the 
righteous the greatest delight. Matt, xi. 30. 

Ver, 2. His seed^ In God's covenant with I'srael many 
earthly blessings were promised tOtthe &ithful ; and among 
the rest a large and happy iamily. 

Ver, 4. l^ht in the darkness ?] Supply in want, deliver- 
ance in trouble, comfort in sorrow. Perhaps there may 
be an allusion to the Lord's appearing to the Israelites by 
night in a pillar of fire, for their assurance and protection. 
Exod. xiv. 19, 20. 

Ver, 5. his words' In die BHde. Version it is "guide 
his affairs ;" by prudent management, he -has the more to 
give away. 

Ver. 8.] His confidence and courage are not diminished 
by an^ threats or dangeijs,, but. continue till his enemies 
are destroyed. 

Veri. 9. Af« horn'], See Ps^Jm xvijj% h 

Ver, lOi ffnaeh mth his ieetht"] The expsesaioa of rage 
and despair. Mat^, viiiv 12, 



••-♦«■•»•. 



He who bears the character of a righleoas man, shaU. have a 
''righteous man's rewat^;*' he shayi have as man^ eartl^ 
hfossings as conduce to his real good, and he shall be neh* m Ifafli 
favour of the Lord; The gceat drawback from man's happinafim 
the gmat plague and misety, is disobadtencfrand sin* The unner 
breaks th« law of God, and finds it troublesomQ and hateful; 
the little regard whicli he does pretend to pay to it^ is a pain^ 
restraint upon him ; and his transgressions bring a burden upon 
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316 The Hundred and Thirteenth Psalm. [23rd Day. 

his conscience. From all this uneasiness the godly man is set 
free ; the commandments of God appear to him so " holy, just, 
and good/' that they afford great joy to his soul, and his obe- 
dience to them is a constant source of satisfaction and pleasure. 
The law of the Lord, instead of being his continual burden, is 
his continual delight, both in prosperity and adversity. Nothing 
can deprive him of his reward .* when his work is done, his body 
will go to its repose in the dust, but his name '' shall be had in 
ever&sting remembrance ;" his good deeds, and especially his 
charitable deeds, shall be had in honour before God and man. 
Matt. XXV. 34—40. And, whatever may be his lot upon earth, 
he shall certainly be honoured at the last day ; when the thrones 
of the mighty shall be cast down, and every unrepentant sinner 
be driven from the presence of his God and Judge, then shall 
the righteous *' be exalted with honour," and partake of the 
glory of his Redeemer— the author of his faith and the pattern 
of his charity — and he shall ** live for ever." 

QUESTIONS. 

Who is blessed?— In what hath the righteous great delight? 
—Light in the darkness ? — His horn shadl be exalted i — Shall 
gnasn with his teeth ? 



PSALM CXIIL 



An exhortation to praise the Lord for His mercy and 
condescension^ even to the poorest and weakest of His ser^ 
vants. It is one of the proper Psalms for Easter-Day. 



1 Praise the Lord, ye ser- 
vants : O praise the Name of 
the Lord. 

2 Blessed be the name of the 
Lord : from this time forth for 
evermore. 

3 The Lord's name is prais- 
ed : from the rising up of the 
sun unto the going down of the 
same. 

4 The Lord is high above all 
heathen : and his glory above 
the heavens. 

A- 5 Who is like unto the Lord 



our God, that hath his dwelling 
so high : and yet humble th him- 
self to behold the things that 
are in heaven and earth ? 

6 He taketh up the simple 
out of the dust : and lifteth the 
poor out of the mire ; 

7 That he may set him with 
the princes : even with the 
princes of his people. 

8 He roaketh the barren wo- 
man to keep house : and to be 
a joyful mother of children. 
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Ver, 3. from the rising up, ^c] From east to west, all 
over the world. This may be considered as one of the 
many prophecies of the spreading of the Gospel through all 
nations of the earth. 

Ver, 6. out of the dust — out of the mire ;] From a low 
and despised condition, 1 Sam. ii. 4 — 10, as in the case of 
Joseph and of David. The " simple" here mean the meek 
and harmless, who have none of this world's wisdom, but 
trust in God to deliver them. 

Fer. 8. the barren woman"] As in the case of Sarah, 
Hannah, and others. See Psalm cxii. 2. Such blessings 
may be considered as an emblem and foreshowing of Go<r s 
blessing the barren Gentile world with a multitude of 
spiritual children. Isa. liv. 1. Gal. iv« 27. 



The Lord's glory is infinitely above the highest heavens ; He 
humbles Himself even in accepting the services of angels and 
archangels. How great, then, and wonderful is His condescen- 
sion in regarding the prayers, and providing for the wants, and 
honouring the persons, even of the poorest and meanest of His 
fallen creatures, if they look to Him with godly sincerity I Yea, 
the beloved Son of the Most High God, even He who " was 
with God and was God,*' was so merciful that He " made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men : and being found in 
fashion as a man be humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross." Phil. ii. 7, 8. And 
now on His throne of grace in the heavens. He looks down 
with compassion upon all the children of poverty and of misery; 
and "will hear their cry and will help them ;*' ready He is to 
** lift them out of the mire" of sinful corruption, and to raise 
them from the dust : to make the barren soul fruitful, and to fill 
it with holy rejoicings. " For thus saith the high and lofty One, 
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones." Isa. Ivii. 15. 

QUESTIONS. 

From the rising up, &c. ? — ^The simple ? — Out of the dust and 
mire ? — Give some instances of this. — ^What has been the sub* 
ject of this Psalm? 
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PSALM CXIV. 

Thk is another pf ihe^ Tscdme appointed by our Church 
to he read on Easter-I>£^. It celehrcttes ike Emdus{&r 
departure) of Israel from E^jfpt^ u^ich prefigured the 
redemption of mankind from sinhy Jesits Christ, 



1 'When Israel came out of 
Bgypt : and tbe house of Jacob 
firSmainong^ the Bttaage people. 

2 Jttdah was Ms sandosyf* : 
and Israel his domiliion* 

3 The sea saw that, and fted : 
Jordan was driven back. 

4 The mountains skipped like 
rams : and the little niUs like 
yonnijr sheep. 

5 What aileth thee, thoa 
8eft» tliat thou 'fledflest : and 



thou Jordan, that thou wa0t 
driven back ? 

6 T« 'motRTtahis, that ye 
skipped like tarns': and yelit- 
lUe hills» lfketf<niis^«fa«ep? 

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the 
presence of the Lord : at the 
piiesence of the God of > Jacob $ 

8 Who tamed the hard rode 
into A standing water : and tht 
flint-*st(nie into a springiog 
welL 



Fer. 1. tlie strange people^'] Psalm IxxkL 5. 

Ver. 2. his sanctwery:} God*s sanctusry, amoDgst whoa 
He dwelt in the ^rk. Psalm l&xrin. 69. 

Ver, 3. saw thaty^ The sea acted :as if it saw die power 
and .presence df the Lord, and iSed ftom it in fear, ver. 7. 
iSee on Psalm Ixvi. 5. The waters of flie Red Sea were 
divided, when the Israelites came out of Egypt ; the waters 
erf J<)rdan were divided, when they entered Canaan, aAer 
wandering in the wildemess forty y^ira. 

Ver. 4. The mountains, ^c] When the law was delivered, 
Mannt Sinai and the snrreandiiig -hills trembled, as if with 
fc«r. Exod. xix. 16—18. 

Ver, 6, 6.] These questions are intended to show and 
expose the weakness of the creature compared wilii the 
Creator. " Why did ye so tremble ?" &c. 

Ver. 7.] The presencer cxf Jehovah was the cause of these 
miracles, showing -Himself <tlierehy to be the Almighty God 
of Jacob. 

Fer, 8. into a standing water:"] Or, "into a lake of 
water." Exod. xvii. 6. Numb, xx. 11. 
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Ae the Lord sdt Isittel "free thnn their cmel tilaveiy 4n Eg|fpt» 
by the power of HiB 'pfesence, dividing the raging waters, so 
^ctoiBS He «6t RUIfifi ]!MN)^k fvee from the lacfre'dretuiful shivery of 
«i&, by the power of the Lord IfesoB, appe&nng in (Aie fl^h» »i4 
rising again from the grave. And as the 'Lord divided the watevt 
-of Jordan for the passive iif Israel into Canaan, after ttbek- wan- 
wrings in the wilderness, so does He make a way through the 
valley of the •shadow of death lor Mis people to pass to their poe* 
«es8ion of the 'he^renly Canaan, after they have performed their 
earthly pilgrimage. And 'if the sea and the mountains ore repre* 
eented as trenabling at the presence of ^^le Creator, how should 
dinners fear before their just and hc^ Governor and Judge I 
Mis voice from IMomt Sinai .may well alarm those who have 
broken that holy law, and yet vemaia under the curse Of it : and 
they who neglect the great salvation of the Gospel, are liable to 
another and more territde condem&atioo. Let us l^eref ore mow 
"prepare to meet our God," that we may not be (terrified, but 
^'nave confidence, and not he ashamed before him Jtt his^com- 
tng." 1 John ii. 28. 

iQtJSSTXOVS. 

The strange people ?*-*fudfiii ^ma 'him aanolaary ? — Sliqiiaiti 
vBBt, 3.-*-Wlmt moonuan was jnovedi^^Wfaeni-^Aiid why ?-^ 
A standing water ? 



PSALM CXV. 

On the happy prospect of deliveremce from heaven 
enemiesy who had been setting up their idols against Jehova\ 
the God of heaven and earth. 



1 Not unto us, O Lord, not 
«mto us, but uuto thy Name 
<give the praise : for thy lot*f ng 
mercy, and for thy truth's sake. 

2 Wherefore ehallthe-heathen 
eay : Where is now their God ? 

3 As for our God, he is in 
heaven : he hath done ^st- 
eoever pleased him. 

4 Their i#ol8 are sihier %nd 
gold : even the work of men's 
hands. 

5 They have moulhSy snd 
speak not : eyes have they, and 
«tee not. 



6 They have ears» and hear 
not : noses have they, and smell 
not. 

7 Tk&^ have hands, and 
handle not ; feet have they, 
and waHL not : neither spedc 
they thvough their throat. 

8 Ttey that make ^em are 
like 'uttto them : and so are 
mSi such «B put their trust ia 
them. 

9 But thou, house of Israel, 
trust 'tiiou in the Lord : he is 
their euccour and defence. 

10 Ye bouse -of Aaron, put 
4 
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yonr trust in the Lord : he is 
their helper and defender. 

1 1 Ye that fear the Lord, put 
your trust in the Lord : he is 
their helper and defender. 

12 The Lord hath been mind- 
ful of us, and he shall bless us : 
even he shall bless the house of 
Israel, he shall bless the house 
of Aaron. 

13 He shall bless them that 
fear the Lord : both small and 
great. 

14 The Lord shall increase 



you more and more : you and 
your children. 

15 Ye are the blessed of the 
Lord : who made heaven and 
earth. 

16 All the whole heavens are 
the Lord's : the earth hath be 
given to the children of men. 

17 The dead praise not thee> 
O Lord : neither all they that 
go down into silence. 

18 But we will praise the 
Lord : from this time forth for 
evermore. Praise the Lord. 



Ver. 2. Where is now their God ?'] While the heathen 
prevailed, they said, " Where is the God of Israel V mean- 
ing that He had no power to help them : but now they 
could say so no longer, having seen His power. 

Fer. 4 — 7.] In these verses, the weakness and vanity 
of idols are strikingly compared with the all-sufBciency of 
the Almighty Creator, the true and living God. See Isce. 
xliv. 1—20. 

Ver. 8. are like unto them :] The makers are as much 
without sense or reason, and without any means of help, as 
the idols themselves are. 

Fer, 12. the house of Israel — the house of Aaron."] The 
people and the priests. 

Fer. 14. shall increase you] See Psalm cxii. 2. 

Fer. 17. The dead, ^c.] See Psalm vi. 5 ; xxx. 9. 



Whenever we are comforted under sorrow, or released from 
any difficulty or trial ; whenever we obtain any good or bless- 
ing, let us never forget to give the glory to God ; for though 
man may have been an instrument in procuring the benefit, 
though we may have planned and laboured, or our friends may 
have used their exertions on our behalf, still the power is from 
God, who blesses or hinders every means, as " seemeth him 
good." To Him, therefore, the chief praise is due. It is wel 
for us that we are not in a land of idols ; and perhaps we think 
it impossible that we ever could have been so foolish as to bow 
down to a lifeless image of silver or gold, of wood or stone, 
which our own hands had made. But it is God alone, who 
hath "made us to differ" from the heathen, by giving us the 
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knowledfi^e of Himself in His holy word. Had we heen horn 
among them, and had we lived among them, we should no 
douht have heeir like them : but by the mercy of God our lot is 
cast in a happier land : let us be thankful, and use our high pri- 
vilege humbly and faithfully. Let us see that we do not make 
idols of any earthly things, of any objects of pleasure or gain ; 
for whatever we are in the habit of preferring to God, whatever 
prevents our duty to Him, that is to us an idol. Let us serve 
our gracious God as long as we live, with all our heart and soul, 
with all our means and opportunities. Our time is but short ; 
and death will put an end to all our services upon earth. Let 
us now ** redeem the time,'' make the most of what remains to 
us, that we may glorify the Lord with our lips and in our lives. 
Then we shall shortly join the company before the throne, and 
assist them in blessing our God ; and our bodies will be raised 
from the silent grave, to unite in this delightful work to all 
eternity. 

QUESTIONS. 

Repeat the first verse. — On what occasions should we use it 
ourselves ? — Why did the heathen say, " Where is now their 
God?" — Describe the heathen idols. — Explain ver. 8. — House 
of Israel? — House of Aaron? — ^The dead praise not, &c. ?— 
What does this teach us ? 



THE TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 

iHornittfi draper* 

PSALM CXVI. 

A song of thanksgiving for deliverance from trouble^ 
especially suited to a recovery from sickness. It is used in 
our Church at the Thanksgiving of Women after Child-birth. 

4 I shall find trouble and 
heaviness, and I will call upon 
the name of the Lord : O Lord, 
I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 

5 Gracious is the Lord, and 
righteous : yea, our God is 
merciful. 

6 The Lord preserveth the 
simple : I was in misery, and 
he helped me. 
5 



1 I am well pleased : that 
the Lord hatb heard the voice 
of my prayer ; 

2 That he hath inclined his 
ear unto me : therefore will I 
call upon him as long as I live. 

3 The snares of death com- 
passed me round about : and 
the pains of hell gat hold upon 
me. 
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7 Torn ag^ain tlien utito tbf 
rest, O my eoul : to the Lord 
hath rewarded thee. 

8 And vfay ? thou 'faaM deli- 
vend my soul from dettth : 
ffiue eyes fvam tears, and my 
fe«t from iatting . 

9 I will walk hefove the 
Lord : h) the land of the H^log. 

10 I helieved, and therefore 
win I apeak; hut I was BOre 
tfoobled : I said in my haste. 
All men are liars. 

11 What reward shall I give 
tiBtothe Lord : for all the^be- 
Iie6t8 that he hath done unto 
me? 

12 I will receive the cqp of 
salvation : and call upon the 
notne of the Lord. 



18 I win pay my vows now 
hi th^ presence of all his peo^ 
pie : right dedr in the tagnt of 
the Lord is the death of his 
saints. 

14 Behold, 'O Lord, how llhaft 
I am thy servant : I am tiiy 
servant, and the son of thine 
handmaid ; thon hast hroken 
my bonds in stmder. 

15 I will offer to thee the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving : and 
will <»11 upon the tiame of the 
Lord. 

16 I win pay my vows unto 
the Lord, in the sight of all his 
people : in the courts of the 
Lord's house, even in the midst 
of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise 

> the Lord. 



Ver. 1. of TTHf prayer^'] This shows that -^ Psaklmist 
bad reoetxrse to prayer, as ^e 'Oiily means cff dhtaaning 
<jod*s blessing ; and that his deliverance was sent in answ^sr 
to his prayer. 

Fer. 3.] See Psalm xviii. 3, 4. 

Ver, 4. / shall find — I wiU caU] Rather, " I found," 
and '* I C2^)ed," according to Uttt B^ible Version : and this 
was my prayer, ** O Lord, I beseech thee," &c. 

Ver, 6. the simple ;] See Psalm cxiii. 6. 

Ver, 7. unto thy reBt^"] Dismiss thy anxious fears, O my 
aoul, and return to thy stale of quietness and confid«ice, 
for the Lord hath dealt mercilhlly with thee. 

Ver, 8. 4hou Hast de^ered] Thou, O God. — my soul] 
My life. 

iFer, 9. / iffUl i&a%t, ^^o,"] This was the pr<q>er frvit of 
<3od's mercies ; this is the purpose for which life is pco> 
lolled, to be speitt m Ris service. 

Ver, 10. will t spealc ;'^ "Havel spoken,^ as in ver. 4. 
I lidieve in the power and goodness of God, and thepefeie 
I prayed to Him. — in my hanste,'] Wheu I fled for tor, or 
** in my in^wticaice."— -vf 1^ men-are liars.'] There is nao^tnat 
to he plaoed in them^ all human means of deliverance are 
gone : there is no prospect ^f it. 
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Ver. 11. What reward] What return shalUmake? This 
should be die inquiry and i?tudy of every one, when he 
receives a blessing from God. 

Fer. 12. the cup of salvation:'] The pious Jews, when 
Uessed and favoured in any particular manner, not only 
celebrated it at thek fmblic feasts, but had also a custom of 
calling their family and friends together, and taking a cup 
of wine ; and as tibey drank of it they mentioned the bless* 
lag, and gave thanks to God ; then the rest partook of it, 
to show their interest, and unite their voice of thanksgiving 
on the occasion. Thus -it was a solemn service of praise ; 
and the cup was «called ** the cup of deliverances," oiv *' the 
cup of salvation." Our Lord seems toiiave observed thia 
custom, in regard to the Passover (^LukeTcsM, 17); anfl 
at the same time He took occasion to institute His Holy 
Supper, in which He has provided for us Christians a ** cup 
of salvation," in a &r better and higher sense. 

'Ver, 13. I will pay my vowe] I will render, now that I 
am delivered, the service which I promised in my trouble. 
This is a point ni whtoh too mai^y £iil : they promise much 
in time of sickness or adversity ; but on returning heal^ 
or prosperity, they forget to ,pay. If we do so, the Lord 
may not help us again. — right dear, ^cJ] The death of 
the Lord's people is a very precious and important matter 
in His sight; He will not suffer them to be cut off before 
their time, before they have ** worked out their salvation,** 
before they are ripe for glory. Psalm Ixxii. 14. 

Ver. 14, of thine handmaid;] See Psalm Ixxxvi. 16. 

Ver, 15. the sacrifice] See Psalm iv. 5. 



In every sore trial, tmder every'burden of sickness or sorrow* 
^Met our requests be made known unto God :'*' He can help us 
i^ what means He pleases, and without Him no means can 
jwosper. The language of liumble, believing prayer is some- 
limes, under some troubles and temptations, tne only safe lan- 
guage we can use. And if it be that we have sinned, if we are 
grieving tmder a load of guilt, the remedy is the same : let us 
pray—" Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul." And if it 
should please God to deliver us, and give us rest, let us still 
pray— that we may have a deep and grateful sense of His unde- 

T 6 
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served mercy, tbat we may keep in mind all oar resolutions and 
promises. In the day of our weakness and fear, the spirit and 
desire of repentance came upon us : and we concluded \vitli 
ourselves, perhaps talked with our friends and our minister, 
perhaps made a vow to our God, of what we would hereafter 
do, and how we would hereafter live : let us then remember 
this, for God remembers it. Let us do our utmost, let it be 
our whole purpose and study, to show our gratitude and sin- 
cerity ; to devote our lives to the service of Him who has so 
long spared them, who has freed us from all evil, and bestowed 
upon us every blessing we enjoy. If we *' walked before him 
in the land of the living," and are mindful of our duty to Him, 
He will continue to protect us ; He will not suffer us to die, 
till our work of faith, and holiness, and righteousness, is fully 
accomplished, till He has made us ready for the change ; and 
then He will remove us from the land of sorrow, and taJce us 
to Himself, to our eternal reward in heaven, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. There we shall sing new songs of praise, 
never ending, ever new, in " the Jerusalem which is above.'' 
Having devoutly partaken of the " cup of salvation " at our 
Lord's table upon earth, we shall receive it with joy at the 
" marriage supper of the Lamb," " in the courts of the Lord's 
house," in the presence of all His redeemed people ; and in thaC 
cup there is no mixture of sorrow* 

QUESTIONS. 

The snares of death — the pains of hell ? — I said in my haste. 
All men are liars ? — What reward shall I give ? — ^The cup of 
salvation ? — Pay my vows ? — Right dear, &c. ver. 13 ? — The son 
of Thine handmaid ? — ^The sacrifice of thanksgiving } 



PSALM CXVII. 

This short Psalm seems altogether intended to foretel the 
joy of all the world at the coming of the Messiah^ to give 
salvation unto all people, Rom. xv. 8 — 11. 



1 O praise the Lord, all ye 
heathen : praise him, all ye 
nations. 

2 For his merciful kindness 



is ever more and more towards 
us : and the truth of the Lord 
endureth for ever. Praise the 
Lord. 
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PSALM CXVIII. 



It is thought that this Psalm was composed hy David^ 
when he was newly settled in the kingdom^ and had brought 
up the ark of God to his royal city : he ascribes the glory to 
God. But the Messiah and His triumph are* also intended ; 
therefore the Psalm is appointed for Easter-Day. 



1 O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is gracious : he- 
cause his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

2 Let Israel now confess* 
that he is gracious : and 
that his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

3 Let the house of Aaron 
now confess : that his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

4 Yea, let them now that fear 
the Lord confess : that his 
mercy endtu-eth for ever. 

5 I called upon the Lord in 
trouhle : and the Lord heard me 
at lar^e. 

6 The Lord is on my side : 
I will not fear what man doeth 
unto me. 

7 The Lord taketh my part 
with them that help me ; there- 
fore shall I see my desire upon 
mine enemies. 

8 It is better to trust in the 
Lord : than to put any confi- 
dence in man. 

9 It is better to trust in the 
Lord : than to put any confi- 
dence in princes. 

10 AH nations compassed me 
round about : but in the name 
of the Lord will I destroy 
them. 

11 They kept me in on every 



side, they kept me in, I say, 
on every side : but in the name 
of the Lord will I destroy them. 

12 They came about me like 
bees, and are extinct even as 
the fire among the thorns : for 
in the name of the Lord I will 
destroy them. 

13 rhou hast thrust sore at 
me, that I might fall : but the 
Lord was my help. 

14 The liord is my strength, 
and my song : and is become 
my salvation. 

15 The voice of joy and 
health is in the dwellings of the 
righteous : the right hand of the 
Lord bringeth mighty things to 
pass. 

16 The right hand of the 
Lord hath the pre-eminence : 
the right hand of the Lord 
bringeth mighty things to 
pass. 

17 I shall not die, but live r 
and declare the works of the 
Lord. 

18 The Lord hath chastened 
and corrected me : but he 
hath not given me over unto 
death. 

19 Open me the gates of 
righteousness : that I may go 
into them, and give thanks unto 
the Lord. 
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26 Blessed be he that Cometh 
in the Name of the Lord : we 
have wished you good luck, ye 
that are of the house of the 
Lord. 

•27 God'tsthe Lord who hath 
showed tts light : hind the sacri- 
fice with cords, yea, evea unto 
the horns of the altar. 

28 Thou art my God, and 
I will thank thee : thou art 
my God, and I will praise 
thee. 

29 give thanks unto the 
Lord, for lie is gracious : 
and his mercy endureth for 
ever. 



20 This is the gate of the 
Lord : the righteous shall enter 
into it. 

21 I will thank thee, for 
thou hast heard me : and art 
become my salvation. 

22 The same Stone which the 
builders refused : is become the 
head-stone in the comer. 

23 This is the Lord's doing : 
and it is marvellous in our 
eyes. 

24 This is the di^ which the 
Lord hath made : we will re- 
joice and be glad in it. 

25 Help me now, O Lor A : 
O Lord, send us now pros- 
perity. I 

Fer. 2, 3. Israel-^Aaron] See Psalm cxv. 12. 

Ver, 6. heard me at large.'] Answered me, and set me 
at liberty. Psalm ^aViiu X^ 

Ver. 10. All nations] All the nations round abovtt com- 
passed me. 

Fer. 12. are extinct] Are extinguished, or put out very 
soon, like a short hlaae of thorns. See Psalm Iviii. 8. 

Fer, IS. Thou] Thou, O mine ^nemy. — sore] In a 
grievous mad terrible manner. 

Fer. 14. mg strength, and my song :] The means of my 
strength, and the subject of my song. 

Ver. 16. the fre-eminente :] The superiority or rule. 

Fer. 19. Open me] These worfls are supposed to %e 
addressed l)y David to persons within the gates of &e 
Lord's house, wlien he had .arrived there with the ask, and 
the processioD attending it ; the twe^ieth Terse may per- 
haps be iibe answer ^ those ^^ kept liie gates ; and ia 
ver. 21, the king praises God for His mero^ The re- 
mainder of this Psalm appears to have been sung, in 'pans, 
by the king and die people in turns. 

Ver. 22. the head-stone] David had been reflised and 
cast out by Saul and his people; but yet he had been 
established aa the throne hy the mighty power of God. 
The passage, however, belongs chiefly to the Messiah; 
and in this sense it is quoted sisLtknes m the New Testa- 
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ment. Matt. xxi. 42. Mark xii. 10. Luke xx. 17. ^cts 
iv. 11. Eph. ii. 20. 1 Pet. ii. 4. 7. It foretels that the 
Jewish builders, the Scribes and Pharisees, would refuse 
and reject Christ as a stone in God's Church ; but that He 
would become, notwithstanding, the chief stone in the 
building, the great strength of ^e Church, by the wonder- 
working might of God. And when we consider that the 
whole world of Jews and Gentiles was set against Jesus 
and His few helpless followers, the establishment and 
spreading of His kingdom must be., indeed, ** marvellous 
in the eyes'* of all men ; and it is a complete proof that the 
hand of Grod was in the work, and therefore that the 
Ooa|>elis true. 

Ver. 24. This is the day^ ^c] Of the day on which 
Christ rose from the dead, it tnay especially be said, " This 
is the day which Jehovah hath made." Then it was that 
the rejected stone became ** the head of the comer :" then 
it was that Jesus Christ was '* declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection fvom the dead." Rom. i. 4.< — we will rejoice'] 
Chnstians may well rejoice on this day, because it affords 
to l^em an earnest and pledge of their own resurrection 
from the grave, to an endless life in heaven. Rom, viii. 11. 
Christ is *^ the first fruits of them that slept," of them 
that died. 1 Cor, xv. 20. His followers shall vise as a 
Various harvest. 

Fer, 25, 26.] Here we find the words which were used 
by the multitudes, Who "welcomed Jesus on His entry into 
Jerusalem. Matt. xxii. 9, They ** cried, saying, Hosanna 
to the Son of Bavid : blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of lihe Lord." And Hosanna means, Save us now~^ 
Help us now — Send us pro^rity. 

Ver, 26. good luck,] Good success, prosperity. 

Ver, 27. showed us light :] showed us favour. — even 
UTtto the horns'] They used to lead the animal for sacrifice 
to the horns of the altar, Exod, xxvii. 1, 2, that it might 
be there offered in thank^ving. 

J^er, 29.] The same chorus as at the beginning. 



WMU 



As it is our duty to " humble ourselves under the mighty hand 
of God," when we are suffering for our sins, when we are wasted 
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with sickness, or harassed with disappointmeDt, or cast down 
with (Erief ; so it is also oar duty to rejoice before God and be 
thankful, when He is pleased to remove the burden from us, 
and visit us with His returning favour : gratefully and openly 
should we acknowledge, that " the Lord has been on our side," 
and has delivered us from the enemies which were oppressing 
our bodies and our souls. And knowing assuredly, that ** the 
mercy of the Lord endureth for ever," that " it is better to trust 
in the Lord, than to put any confidence in man," let us make a 
holy resolution, in the spirit of prayer, henceforth to take the 
Lord for '* our strength and our salvation." Jesus Christ is 
the great comer-stone of His Church, upon which every other 
stone must rest; "other foundation can no man lay, than 
that is laid." 1 Cor, iii. 11. And in the prophecy of this 
Psalm, when compared with its fulfilment, we have a most re- 
markable instance and proof, that He is " the power of God and 
the wisdom of God ;'' that " no weapon formed against (Him) 
shall prosper ; and every tongue that shall rise against (Him) in 
judgment he will condemn.'' ha. liv. 17. Though He was 
rejected and set at nought by the chief priests and Pharisees, 
the then builders of the Church, yet, ** being chosen of God, 
and precious," this most valuable stone, thus " despised and 
rejected of men," thus thrown among the rubbish, and buried 
in it, was at length, from such a state, exalted to be the chief 
stone in the building, its whole and sole support and stay. This 
was the work of God, and the admiration of men and angels. 
What, indeed, can be more truly marvellous, than that a per- 
son, put to death as a malefactor, and laid in the grave, should 
from thence arise immortal, and become the head of an immor- 
tal society ; should ascend into heaven, be clothed with power, 
and crowned with glory ; and should prepare a way for the sons 
of Adam to follow Him into those mansions of eternal bliss ? 
** Lord, I believe ; help thou mine unbelief," let each of us say, 
Mark ix. 24 ; and grant that I may ever have cause to cry, 
'' In all time of my tribulation, in all time of my well-being, in 
the hour of death, and in the day of judgment," " Blessed be 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 

QUESTIONS. 

Heard me at large ? — Extinct ?— As the fire among the thorns I 
— ^Thou hast thrust? — Who? — My strength and my song? — 
Pre-eminence ? — Explain ver. 22, 23 ; and show how and where 
the passage is applied to Christ — ^This is the day ?— To what 
day may it be especially applied? — Ver. 25, 26— when were 
these words addressed to Jesus ?<^Good luck ? — Showed us 
light?— Even unto the horns? — Which verse is the chorus of 
this Psalm ? 
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©betting fPraget^ 

PSALM CXIX, 

This Psalm^ which was most probably written by David, 
describes the great excellency of the Word of God, together 
with the advantage and happiness of keeping it. David ap-^ 
pears to be giving us the benefit of his own experience in this 
important matter. 

The Word of God is represented by various terms, all of 
which have in this Psalm much the same meaning, — law, 
statutes, precepts or commandments, judgments, ordinances, 
righteousness, testimonies. They are often used in different 
senses, (Psalm xix. 7 — 9,) but here they signify, all alike, 
the revealed will and way of God* 

The Psalm is divided into twenty -two equal portions, being 
as many as there are letters in the Hebrew alphabet ; each 
portion is marked with its particular letter, and every verse 
in that portion, in the original, begins with the same letter. 
Thus, the first portion is entitled Aleph, and every verse of 
it begins with the letter Aleph, the second is entitled Beth, 
and every verse begins with Beth, and so on. 



FIRST PORTION. 



1 Blessed are those that are 
undefiled in the way : and walk 
in the law of the Lord. 

2 Blessed are they that keep 
his testimoDies : ana seek him 
with their whole heart. 

3 For they who do no wick- 
edness : walk in his ways. 

4 Thou hast charged : that 
we shall diligently keep thy 
commandments. 

5 O that my ways were made 

Ver. 1. that are undefiled'] Sincere and upright; not 
wilfully and knowingly breaking any of God's command- 
ments, not corrupted or defiled with the habit of any sin. 

Ver. 3.] The meaning is, "They who do no wickedness, 
they who walk in His ways," are blessed. 



so direct : that I might keep 
thy statutes ! 

6 So shall I not be confound- 
ed : while I have respect unto 
all thy commandments. 

7 I will thank thee with an 
unfeigned heart : when I shall 
have learned the judgements of 
thy righteousness. 

8 I will keep thy ceremonies : 
O forsake me not utterly. 
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Ver. 5. so direct ;] O that my .path were made so straight 
and clear, and my feet go estaolSsbed, that I might keep 
Thy statutes with my wihofe heart] Ver. 2. 

Ver. 6. not he eonfownded :] l?ot he put to shame. If I 
keep some iwirnnandmants and net o^mm, I .isay be re- 
proeohed as an inlxall8ist0lit«per8OI^aDd8O'he'<sonfalltlded^: 
but while I make it my object (to ^ep them all, I am in ao 
stfch danger. 

Ver. 7. unfeigned] Sincere, true, witliout^aiiy<deo«Mt» 

Fcr. 8. oBr0aumios :"] IPomsaad ordinanees^ woandup: 
the Psahniet aneann, thatbe would observe eveiy thng 
which wa8 4ippoiiiled'in €rad'« boly Word. 



We must here pay a di%ent4ind deep attentioo to the cha- 
racter of those who are pronounced ** blessed :'' they give their 
^ Whole heart'*' to 'God ; they desire m^L'wSk to obey Illm in 
eipery thing : they pay an equal respedt to all His eoimuui^ 
Bsents : there is not a wordsn the law tff life, lAdoh they Aiiiik 
mmeeessary to be observed ; it is all of the same authority, 
coming from the same God, the alkwise and almighty lluler of 
heaven and earth; who has a right to their service, whose order 
and will they dare not dispute. l?Vliatever duty is comjmanded, 
it is their purpose and endeavour to do it ; whatever is forbicU 
den, it is their purpose and endeavour to avoid it altogether. 
Though God is gracious, and roercifdl, and forgiving, ** not ex- 
treme to mark" our infirmities and imperfections, yet He 
requires the whole heart, the full purpose of obedience, the un- 
doubting, unfeigned compliance with His holy will ; this is 
given as the true mark of His people, both under the law and 
the Gospel: thus alone can they be *' blessed." Deu^. iv. 29- 
2 CAroft. xxxL 21. Matt.v'u 24.; xxii. 37. J«9n«« ii. 10. 1 Joia 
ui. 1—9. 

QUBStlONS. 

What is the std]jeot of tbisFsalm?— How is it*divided?«-HBy 
what names is the word of God descnbed ?-^Who are bleesedi 
— Undeiiled? — How do they seek the Lord?'-^Not be eon- 
founded?— When shall we not be? — ^Unfeigned f^-^Ceremonies ? 
'—What is the character of the true servant of God, as set forth 
in this portion of the Psahn? 

6EC017D "PORTION. 

9 Wherewrithal shall a young ruling liimself stfter thy word, 
man cleanse bis way : even by 10 With my whole heart 
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14 I have liad ab great de^ 
hgfat iin the way of tby tea^ 
timonieB : as in cill manner of 
ricfaes. 

15 I will talk of thy com* 
mandments : and have respect 
unto thy ways. 

16 My delight shall be in thy 
statutes : and I will not forget 
tby woTd. 



lunte 1 eonght thee : let tat 
xiot^o wrung oitt of iSty eom- 
mandments. 

ai Tby words have I hid 
«iidtliin>my heart : t^at d should 
trot^dn again^ thee. 

12 Blessed art thou, O Lord : 
O teach me tby statutes. 

13 With my lips have I been 
tieUing : of ail the judgements 
of ^lliy moul^ 

Ver. 9. Wh€remihat\ By what means? — ^cleanse his 
way ;] Make his character clean find clear, so as to 
" escape the pollution that is in the world through lust." 
2 PeU i. 4. 

Ver, 10. go wrong &at of\ Wander away From. 

Ver. 11. have I hid^ Thy word is nxy most precious 
treasure ; always ready to be brought forward, on every 
occasion of trial, for my help and guidance. 

Ver, 12. teach me'] To understand and love Thy com- 
mandments. 

Ver, 13. have I been telling :] If the word of God be 
Studied and loved, and laid up in the heart, we shall be 
sure to speak of it : '* out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh." Matt, xii. 34. 

Ver, 14. of riches,] As great delight as men have in all 
the stores of wealth: the meaning is. As the children of 
this world delight in their treasure, so do I delight in mine 
— namely, in the Word of God. 



O that this portion of the Fsalm were deeply engraved on ^be 
cnind and heart of every young person ! Youth is the season of 
greatest danger ; the passions are strong, the judgment is weak, 
im'd there is little eitperience ; the world is flattering and enti- 
<nng, and Satan is laying his snares in every pstth. If the young 
hare nothing better to look to than their own reason and earthly 
'Ooansellors, they are sure to ''go wrong ;" if they have nothing 
to lean upon but their own strength, they are «ure to fall. Look 
to the word of God ; take that for your guide, your daily guide 
in life ; pray God to fix it in your heart, that you may remember 
Ite holy precepts in the hour of temptation, and be preserved by 
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them from danger. Thus your blessed Saviour baffled and 
defeated the Tempter, bv appealing to the written word {Matt, 
iv. 4. 7. 10) ; and by the same means you will be enabled to 
conquer. And never be ashamed of confessing that your hox>e 
and trust, your comfort and delight, are resting on the sure 
promises of God : while the sons and daughters of vanity are 
fluttering about in their foolish pleasures, which are as a wasting 
lamp, that will soon eaqsire in outer darkness, do ye. Christian 
children, delight yourselves wholly in the Lord : there can be no 
happiness but in Him and from Him. " Acquaint now thysdf 
with him, and be at peace : thereby good shall come unto thee." 
Job xxii. 21. " Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
vouth." Eccl. xii. 1. " Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
neaven." Matt. vi. 20. 

QUESTIONS. 

"Wherewithal? — ^Not go wrong out of? — Have I hid? — Ex- 
plain ver. 14. — ^To whom is this portion especially addressed?— 
How are the young to be preserved aright ? 



THIRD PORTION. 



17 O do well unto thy ser- 
vant : that I may live, and 
keep thy word. 

18 Open thou mine eves : 
that I may see the wondrous 
things of thy law. 

19 I am a stranger upon 
earth : O hide not thy com- 
mandments from me. 

20 My soul breaketh out for 
the very fervent desire : that 
it hath alway unto thy judge- 
ments. 



21 Thou hast rebuked the 
proud : and cursed are they 
that do err from thy com- 
mandments. 

22 O turn from me shame 
and rebuke : for I have kept 
thy testimonies. 

23 Princes also did sit and 
speak against me : but thy ser- 
vant is occupied in thy statutes. 

24 For thy testimonies are 
my delight : and my counsel- 
lors. 



Ver. 17. do well, ^c] Defend me in all dangers, and 
carry me through all temptations, that my life may be 
spared for Thy service. 

Ver. 18. Open thou] Though the Psalmist had de- 
clared the great excellency of God's law, and his entire 
delight in it, and resolution to keep it, yet he could not 
of himself understand it. The natural man is dark ; the 
eyes of his mind are shut against the wonders of God's 
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truth : we must pray to God to open them, or we shall 
never see any holy thing aright. See 1 Cor, ii. 9 — 14. 

Ver, 19. I am a stranger'\ Abiding only for a short 
time : — hide not] Therefore show me the way by which I 
may safely reach my home ; the mansion in my Father's 
house, eternal in the heavens. John xiv. 2. 2 Cor, v. 1. 

Ver, 20. breaketh out] Vents itself in earnest prayer ; or 
it may be " breaketh down" is faint, and overcome with 
the greatness of my desire. 

Ver, 21. and cursed, <^c.] See Deut, xxvii. 14 — 26. — 
err] Wander. 

Ver, 22. rebuke :] Reproach. 

Ver, 23. did sit] Sit in judgment. He regarded not 
the word of man, not even of kings, in passing judgment 
upon him : the word of God was his guide, and God was 
King and Judge. Matt, xxiii. 7 — 10. 



The desire of life is natural to man ; and we may pray, and 
ought to pray, for the healing of every disease, and the removal 
of every danger ; but the great reason why the Christian should 
desire a longer continuance in this world is, that he may further 
advance in the knowledge, and love, and service of God ; that he 
may fully work out his salvation till he come " unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.'' 
Eph. iv. 13. And for this end we must constantly and earnestly 
pray for the teaching of the Holy Spirit : He alone, by whose 
inspiration the word was written, can enable us to understand, 
and receive, and obey it : without His guiding grace, we cannot 
perceive the full meaning and bearing even of the plainest com- 
mandment, much less " the deep things of God." The wise men 
of this world are too proud to seek instruction from the Lord, or 
even to see that they need it ; and they know nothing of the 
mysteries of His redeeming love ; such things are " foolishness" 
unto them, because there is a "veil upon their heart." 1 Cor. i. 
23 — 25. 2 Cor, iii. 15. But the weakest and youngest who pray 
for God's enlightening grace, have their eyes opened to a true 
understanding of His will and ways : they may not be able to 
sneak, and explain, and dispute, and it is not needful that they 
should ; but they will have the knowledge of the heart ; the word 
of God will be written in their souls ; they will believe and adore» 
they will love and obey ; in them the words of the prophet will 
be happily fulfilled : " AH thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord ; and great shall be the peace of thy children." Isa, liv. 13. 
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QVBSXIO: 

O do wen ? — For wbat porprat? — Op ea mine eves ? — ^That I 
nmf tee what ?-«I am a stiaiiger ?— >Wbefe was bis home ?— 
What did be* aa a sUaiig a i, piair fiprf*— What are they who enr 
^om God's comnwiMfiaaato ? — ^Wboa do 700 nad of the cnrsoa 
on the wicked ? — ^Phncea did sit ? — ^Whal do we Usam fcona this 
portion? 



FOuaTH pontoif. 



29 TidoB from me the way of 
lying : and caoae thou me to 
make much of thy: law. 

30 I have chosen the way of 
truth : and thy^ jftdgemenla 
have I Ikid be&ie me* 

31 I have stuck unto thy 
testimonies : O Lord, confound 
me not 

32 I will run the way of tky 
commandments : when thm 
bait set my heart at liberty. 



25 My sonl deaveth to the 
dust : O quicken thou me, 
according to thy word. 

26 I hkwe acknowledged my 
ways, and thou heardest me : 
O teach me thy statutes* 

27 Make me to understand 
the way of thy command- 
ments : and so shall I talk of 
thy wondrous works. 

28 My soul melteth away for 
Tery heaviness : comfort thou 
me according unto thy word. 

Fer. 25. My soul cleavethj ^c] I am brought very 
low, cast down with affliction* so that there is scarcely 
any life in me. — quicken thou^ Put new life into me.. 
Paalm li. 12. 

Ver, 26. have aahnowledgei] \ haxe foUy declaiwl 
before Thee all my purposes and my^goii^B, have laid opao 
my soul ; there is no deceitfiil hiding with me. This is 
the way to obtain God's mercy ; in all our temptations, all 
our sorrows, and all our undertakings,, to sj^r^ad brforQ 
Him in prayer, freely and openly, all our circumstance 
and. wiuits» ha* xxxvii. 14-^0.. 

Ver. 28* meUel^awa^'] Ls.&iniaod LEmguisbing* Piaim 
xxit* 14. 

Ver. 29, 30. the way of lying:'] The- fitlse way of the 
world, and sin, and Satan. — the way of truth :]. The true 
way of holiness and obedience, " which kadisth unto life.'* 
Matt, vii. 14. These two ways are proiposed to us in the 
word of God,, aa a matter of choice* DenU* xxx* 19- Joflhp 
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sxiv. 15* The Holy Spirit is giv.en. to direct ua in our 
choice, ** working in us both to will and to do." PhiL ii. 
13. The Psalmist by this help, like Mary, had ** chosen 
the good part." Luke x. 42. 

Fer. 31. / have stticJc] Have chosen the good way, I 
have kept to it closely and faithfully. — confound me wo/.] 
Let me never be ashamed. 

Fer. 32; / will' run"] A regular straightforward course, 
of obedience and duty, is often described as ^* walking with 
God." Gen. v. 24. Heb. xi. 5. By " running the way 
of God's commandments,'* the Psalmist might mean to 
express his great earnestness and activity. — at liberty.'] 
When Thou hast set me free from my anxieties and trou- 
bles — from every hindrance which now besets me, whether 
of sin or sorrow. 



Nothing can put life into the downcast soul of man, except 
tbe Spirit of God : earthly remedies may give excitement, and 
answer for a time ; but nothing can effectually heal a wounded 
spirit, or bind up a broken heart, but the all-sufficient grace of 
God. And in order to obtain this, we must be plain and open 
and unreserved in all our dealings with the Lord^ who hates the 
disguise of the hypoerite : we must lay before Him in prayer 
our case of sin or sorrow, and *' cast our burden upon" Him, in 
humble dependence upon His undeserved mercy, through Jesus 
Christ. And if our hearts be thus sincere ; if we do hate the 
vays of sin and falsehood, and choose for our portion ^e wavs 
of holiness and troth ; if we do keep closdy* " to. the law and the 
testimony^ and '^pensewe in well-doing," the mighty and 
mercifnl God will set our heart at liberty from every earthly 
fetter, fiom every sinfiil habit» £com. every ungodly affection, and 
desire ;. and thenj^ and not till then* shall we be able or disposed 
to serve Him faithfiilly and truly. As long as we are in bondage 
te any known sin, we cannot do the will of Him, " whose service 
is perfect freedom." O Lord, " mercifully grant unto us such 
a measure of Thy grace,, that we» running, the way of Thy com- 
niandments, may obtain Thy gracious promises, and be made 
partakers of Thy heavenly treasnfie*. through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." CblL lith after THn. 

QUESTIONS. 

Cieaveth to the dust ?*-^L have adonwledgpdiniy way8?^Mj 
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soul melteth ?«— The way of lying— the way of trath ? — ^Why 
does God set them before us? — Mention some persons who 
chose the way of troth.— I have stuck, &c.? — Run the way ?— 
When shall we do so ? 



THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

^omtng Eraser* 



FIFTH PORTION. 



33 Teach me, O Lord, the 
way of thy statutes : and I shall 
keep it unto the end. 

34 Give me understanding, 
and I shall keep thy law : vea, 
I shall keep it with my wnole 
heart. 

35 Make me to go in the 
path of thy commandments : 
for therein is my desire. 

36 Incline my heart unto thy 
testimonies : and not to covet- 
ousness. 



37 O turn away mine eyes, 
lest they behold vanity : and 
quicken thou me in thy way. 

38 O stablish thy wora in 
thy servant : that I may fear 
thee. 

39 Take away the rebuke 
that I am afraid of : for thy 
judgements are good. 

40 Behold, my delight is in 
thy commandments : O quicken 
me in thy righteousness. 



Ver* 33. / shall keep W] What we learn of God, God 
will enable us, if we pray to Him, evermore to keep. 

Fer. 35. is my desire.^ " Blessed are they which hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." 
Matt. v. 6. 

Ver, 36. not to coveteottsnessJ] Suffer not my heart to 
covet or desire any earthly gain. Matt, vi. 19, 20. CoL 
iii. 2. " The love of money is the root of all evil." 
1 Tim, vi. 10. 

Fer. 37, lest they behold vanity :] Lest, by beholding, I 
should be led to love and follow it. 

Fer, 38. stablish thy toord,^ Make good Thy promises 
unto my soul. 

Fer, 39. the rebuke'] Take away the reproach which 
my enemies are ready to cast upon me; let it indeed 
appear, that. I am Thy faithful servant. 
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" Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep if* 
hake xi. 28. To hear and keep it not, will be a sad and dreadful 
reproach, will bring down the severest condemnation : " For it 
had been better for them not to have known the way of righte- 
ousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them." 2 Pet. ii. 21. Bat we are 
by nature weak and corrupt, and set against the holy word of 
God ; and therefore we must pray, that He will " have mercy 
upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law ;" that He wiU 
not suffer our eyes to be dazzled with any of the false appear- 
ances of earthly pleasure, nor our hearts ever to be led captive by 
the love of mammon. ' ' The fashion of this world passeth away." 
1 Cor, vii. 31. What folly, what madness, to prefer it to ** the 
word of the Lord, which endureth for ever :" to prefer time to 
eternity, earth, to heaven I Hear the Apostle's advice :— :" Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but 
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.'' 1 John ii. 
15-ir. 

QX7BSTION8. 

Teach me» O Lord, the way, &c. — and what then ? — Incline 
my heart — to what ?^And not to covetousness } — ^What does the 
Apostle say of the love of money ? — Turn away mine eyes — from 
what ? — ^Take away the rebuke, &c. — Repeat the precept of St. 
John. 



SIXTH PORTION. 



41 Let thy loving mercy 
Come also unto me, O Lord : 
even thy salvation, according 
unto thy word. 

42 So shall I make answer 
unto my blasphemers : for my 
trust is in thy word. 

43 O take not the word of 
thy truth utterly out of my 
mouth : for my hope is in thy 
judgements. 

44 So shall I alway keep thy 
law : yea, for ever and even 



46 And I will walk at \\* 
berty : fori seek thy command* 
ments. 

46 I will speak of thy testis 
monies also, even before kings z 
and will not be ashamed. 

47 And my delight shall be 
in thy commandments : which 
I have loved. 

48 My hands also will I lift 
up unto thy commandments, 
wnich I have loved : and my^ 
study shall be in thy statutes. 



Ver» 41. thy salvation^ ^c] The Psalmist, in afHictioDj 



338 The Hundred and Nineteenth Pstdm. [25di Day. 

prays for deliverance, and pleads the promise of God on 
iiis behalf. 

Fer, 42. make answer] My preservation will fiimlsh an 
jnyrwer to them who accuse and reproach me ; as it will 
piove that Thou art a God of meiey and pow^r, and 
shofvest firronr unto me. 

Fer. 43. take not^ ^cJ] "Do not, by delaying to inter* 
Ibrcj stop my mouth in appealing to Thy promises ; leave 
ine not to the danger of doubting Thy &ithfulness ; but 
f^ve me reason to speak of Thy truth with holy courage. 

Fer. 45. / wiU walk, ^c] I shall be aUe to serve Thee 
fieeiy, without let or hindrance: see vec, 32. 

Fer. 45. before kin^ :] jiets iv. 13, 19. Mcrk xw. 
y— 11. 

Fer. 43. Mif handi, 8^e.'\ To **lift up the hands" im- 

flies earnestness and encouragement in any business ; thus 
>avid purposed to take courage and be very earnest in 
Iseepiag God's commandments. 



When we are imploriDg God's mercy, it is fit that we should 
plead the sure promises of God, as die hope of our acceptance 
with Him : and we should desire His favour, not only for oar 
own benefit^ but for the glory of His name; tiiatourneighbows 
and friends, seeing how the Lord blesses us according to His 
word, may thereby be led to seek Him more earnestly, and put 
their trust in Him. Satan Will set the evil world against us ; 
but many even of the thoughtless and. the wicked may be seri- 
ously impressed by beholding the power of religion in our cha- 
nicter ; by sedng hem it randers us uprigiil and httppy* bow it 
ftb «B with holy eonfidenoe and comfort, and raises us tuiova the 
world. And let the world babe and frown and rage as it wil]» we 
mwM not fear it ; we must not deny our faith ; we BMMt not OMa* 
eaal our reUgiaa ; we must net be ashamed of " oar feflavn^p 
with the FaChar and with his Son iFesns Christ" If I wsn 
bUDUght to answer before an earthly king, I mttstressember»thnt 
I stand. also More the King of kings, "whose I am» and whom I 
serve.'' If I were broocht before an earthly jndge^ I nuwt i«« 
aMubsr tha ntee awnd judgment of Hin who hath oMd, 
'* Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my wards u tiua 
adnlterous and siafol ganemtion, of hiia also sh^ the Son of 
VLsm be ashamed, when he eometh in the ffory of his Fathsf; 
with the holy angels." Mwk viii. 38. And then I could .say 
with St. Paul^ '^ I am nDt ashaaaed of the Gospel of C^st, for 
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k is t]ie power of God vinto salration to eyerj one tiiat bdievedk" 
Bmiki. 16. 

Q0B8TIONS. 

So shaH I make answer, &c.? — Mj blasphemies ?— Explain 
^rer, 43.— Walk at Kberty P^Wbat would he do before kings ? 
—Show that we ought not to be ashamed. — My hands will I 
^up? 



AJBVENTH POJITION. 

49 O think upon thy ser- 
'vuit» as ooneeming tiiy word : 
wherem tboa kasi caused me i 
te put my trust. 

50 The same is my comfort 
in my trouble : for thy word 
hath Quickened me. 

51 The proud have had me 
^ceediogly in derision : yet 
have I not shrinked from my 
}aw. 

52 For I remembered thine 



^vearlasting jodgements^O L«pd : 
and receiTMl comfort. 

53 1 am honrihly afraid : fartke 
xmgodly that forsake thy ktv* 

54 Thy statotes hav« beoi 
my songs : in the house of ay 
pilgrimage. 

]56 I have thought upon thy 
Name, O Lord, in the night- 
season : and have kept thy law. 

56 This I had : because X 
kept thy commandments. 

Ver, 49. as concerning thy word :] See on ver, S8» 41* 
— to put my trust,'] Disappoint not the hope and expecta- 
tion which Thou Thyself hast raised. We need not fear : 
if we hold fast the hope which God hath given us, we shall 
nevrer he disappoiated. 
Ver. 50. hoik quiehened'] Hath revived and refreshed 



Ver, 51. f» derision :] Psalm ii. 4. — »ot shrinkecf] Not 
drawn back. 

Fer. 52. thine everlasting judgements^ Thy judgments 
of old, Thy dealings with the righteous in all s^es : and 
Thou art ^ways the same. Psalm Ixxvii. 5. 11 » 12. 

F«r* 53« horribly afriod :] On aeeount of the vengeance 
which is coming upon them. 

Ver. 54. in the house of my pilgrimage.^ While I amr 
dwelling as a stranger on the earth, ver. 19. I sing of 
Thee by day, and think upon Thee by night^ ver. 55,. 
Psalm 1. 2. 

Ver. 56. This I had ;] This comfort, ver. 62. 



When the servant of God speaks of his contort in trouble^ 

Q 2 
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vhen he dedarei that he has pasted many sweet and precious 
hours in the " house of mourning/' the children of vanity will 
sot heliere him, and will ]au|^ at him as if he were " beside 
iiimself :" but he has experienced the power of God in his heart, 
and only pities the ignorance and folly of ungodly men, and the 
judgment they are bringing down uoon their heads. Their 
offences against him are as nothing in nis sight, for they do him 
no harm ; but he grieves for the guilt which lies heavy upon 
their own souls, andfor the dishonouring of his God. Yet the 
time is but short for his enduring such e\^s ; he is only a pilgrim 
and a stranger, and will soon be at home ; he, therefore, " goes 
on his wa^ rejoicing,'' and singing the pnuses of his God; Bfad 
he is lookmg forwvd to the glorious day, when he shall ** sivig a 
new song" in the house of his heavenly Father, where there will 
be no disagreeing voice : " there the wicked cease from troubling, 
tmd there the weary be at rest." Job iii. 17. 

QUESTIONS. 

As concerning Thy word ? — Hath quickened me ? — ^Deridon ? 
— Not shrinked? — Thine everlasting judgments? — Horribly 
afraid ? — For whom, and why ? — In the house of my pilgrimage ? 
—I have thought upon Thy Name ? — When ? — ^And what was 
the fruit of this? 



BIOHTH PORTION. 



67 ThoH art my portion, O 
Lord : I have promised to keep 
thy law. 

58 I made my humble peti- 
timi in thy presence with my 
whole heart : O be merciful un- 
to me, according to thy word. 

59 I called mine own ways 
to remembrance : and turned 
my feet unto thy testimonies. 

60 I made haste, and pro- 
longed not the time : to keep 
thy commandments. 

Fer, 57. my portion,'] My possession, my treasure, my 
6nly good. It may allude to the portions of Canaan, which 
were divided to the Israelites by lot. . Josh. xvii. 14 ; 
xviii. 10. The Levites had not one of these lots; the 
Lord was their inheritance or portion. Josh, xiii. 33. 
Thus Psalm xvi. Q. Lam. iii. 24. 



61 The congregations of the 
ungodly have robbed me : but 
I have not forgotten thy law. 

62 At midnight I will rise to 
give thanks unto thee : because 
of thy righteous judgements. 

63 I am a companion of all 
them that fear thee : and keep 
thy commandments. 

64 The earth, O Lord, is foil 
of thy mercy : O teach me thy 
statutes. 



J 
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Fer. 58. in thy presence'] Rather, **/or thy presence;" 
I entreated Thy favour. Bib. Trans. 

Ver. 60. prolonged not the time ;] Delayed not to turn 
from my error, as soon as I discovered it. 

Ver. 61. The congregations] The companies. — have not 
forgotten] Though my serving of Thee has been attended 
with worldly loss, I have not on that account been less 
faidiful, for Thou art my recompense* Thus Heh. x. 35. 
• Ver. 62. at midnight^ 4*c.] As Paul and Silas did. 
Acts xvi. 25. 

Happy the man who can sincerely say, '' Thou art my portion, 
hora" I have considered and made my choice ; from hence- 
forth I renounce all things for the love of Thee ; Thou art suffi- 
cient for ma : Thee only I desire to enjoy, and therefore Thee 
only I desire to please : ** I have promised to keep thy law." 
And in order that we may judge properly of our condition, and 
know whether the Lord is our portion or not, we must be con- 
tinually ''calling our own ways to remembrance/' and see 
whether we are walking uprighUy with our God ; for none but 
those who do so walk, can possibly belong to Him. Every night, 
before we go to rest, we should examine narrowly into our con- 
duct through the day, so that we may perceive, and so that we 
Hay immediatdy cast away every transgression, and repair everv 
neglect In this way the account will be kept clear ; we shau 
know how we stand ; we shall have the satisfaction of "proving 
pur own selves" in the sight of the Lord. From this survey we 
shall derive peace and courage and confidence ; we shall take 
our station *'on the Lord's side;" we shall range ourselves 
holdly with His saints and servants, not caring for the frowns or 
persecution of the ungodly : for they who part with earth to cain 
heaven, and exchange the world mr its Maker, certainly lose 
nothing by the bargain. PkU. iiL 8. 

QUESTIONS. 

Thou art my portion?— Petition in Thy presence? — Why 
should we call our ways to remembrance ? — How often ? — Piro- 
longed not the time? — ^The congregations of the ungodly ?-^What 
had they done ?— When would he rise and give thanks ? — Of 
whom would he be a companion ? — Of what is the earth fuU ? 



NINTH PORTION. 

65 O Lord, thou hast servant : according unto thy 

word. 



dealt graciously with thy 



Q 3 
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66 O Iwrn me trm 
standing and knowledge : for I 
bav« believed thy command- 
ments. 

67 Before I was troubled I 
irent wrong : bnt now have I 
k^pt 1^ woni. 

' 0B Tbtn ait good and gra- 

dooa ; €) teaeb me tky stadntst . 

69 Tbe proud have knagined 

a lie against me : but I will 



keep tW cxMDmaadmenta inih 
my whole heart. 

70 Their heart ia as fat as 
brawn : but my delight hatk 
been in thy law. 

71 It is good for me that I 
hare been in trouble : that I 
may learn thy statutes. 

72 Thekwof thynooothk 
dearer uato me : tfaaa thou- 
sands of gold and silyer. 



Ver, 66. / have believed thy commandments, ^ To be 
the ooHj true way to happiness. 

Ver, 67*3 We gather from this vose^ that prosperity 
too oflen produces sin, Deut. viii. 10 — 14 ; aii4 that troubfe 
brings the cure» leading to vepentance, »ad finrgiveiiesSy and 
iefoniiatioo tinoiigfa dole grace of €rod* DeuL !▼. SO. 

Fer. 68. gBod and ffraekms :] In sending auction fiv 
dbe recovery of Tbj people. H^, xir. 5. 11. 

Ver» 69. have imagine^ Have invented and forged. 

Ver, 70. a» fat a$ braum :] " Brawa^' is here put £bi 
the fleshy part of a fat hoar or pig. In the Bible Veruam 
it tf» *' as iai as ^mae" The neaniQg », " they gtov 
irit with their plenty and feasting, in wfaidi they deKghi; 
and are thereby urade unfeeling sid insensible of Tliy 
graee and mercy {Psalm xvii. 10 ; Ixxiii. 7); bnt my de- 
fi^t IS in serving Thee.*^ Thus said our blessed Xiord : 
'* My meat is to do the will of him that sent me.'' J<Au 
iv. 34. 

Fer. 71. that J traiy learn"] Ver* 67. FuUm xviit. 3& 
Deui, viii. 16. 

Ver. 72. of gold and silver,] Psalm xix. 10. Prov, iii. 14. 



TVue religion is best learned in the school of affliction, became 
by affliction the great hindrances to our learning it are removed; 
the pride of heart is brought down, tbe feelings oflust are blunted, 
and thus the conscience is left more at liberty to *' have its per- 
fect work," and show us tbe nature and effect of sin : grieving 
under our own weakness and trouble, we are more open to re- 
ceive the grace of God and the power of His divine consolation. 
Tlenty and pleasure, ease and self-indulgence, always corrupt the 
heart of man, and render it unfit for spiritual concerns : it is the 
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most frequent aad fattl meant employed by Satan, to malci us 
forget God. In sickness and want^ in fear and danger, in sorrow 
and distress, we begin to feel bow weak and belpless we are, and 
bow mucb we need assistance and strengtb from God. And 
t)ie89ed, beyond all measure blessed, is that affltciioB wkkh brings 
us t» omrselvvs, lo a sense of our lost condition, to seek t£s 
Saviour with all our heart snd son) ; wfaidi sbmn «s tiM vasiitiss 
oC tiae, and Isada oa to prepare for etecnity. Whenever it pleases 
God to visit TM with troable, let os never fail to pray for His 
Holy Spirit to sanctify it to ourselves^ and make it the fruitful 
means of grace and blessing. God is " good and gracious ^ in 
sending the trouble ; and if we do not profit by it, the faolt is 
€3UT own. We have reason, indeed, to be thankfol for Aat 
bodily sickness, which brings health to the soul ; for that sor* 
isw; which filk as witk dianns eomfiirt ; for tboss fronnis of the 
vorid, which lead us to seek the favour and friendship of God ; 
and for the poverty that makes us " rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom which God hath promised to them that love him/* 
James ii. 5. 

QUBSTIONB. 

Whal did Daand do before he was troubled 2— What after. 
fMudi i — In what nspeet was God good and sp-acioos to him?-— 
insginsd a lie?— -Eicplain ver. 70. — In what was ii good to 
hmn been?— Why ?^ThaB wiuit was the kw dssPDer?— What 
do we team frass this portion of the Psalm? 



TSNTH PORTION. 



73 Thy hands have made me 
and fi»hioned me : O give me 

understanding, that I may learn 
thy commandments. 

74 They that fear thee wttt 
he glad when they see me : be- 
cause I have put my trust in 
thy word. 

75 I know, O Lord, that thy 
judgements are right : and that 
thou of very faithfulness hast 
caused me to be troubled. 

76 O let thy merciful kind- 
ness be my comfort : according 
to thy word unto thy servant. 



77 O let thy h>Ting mennts 
comemito me, that I may Ibe : 
for Ay law is my delight. 

78 Let the proud be con- 
fomdded, for they go wickedly 
about to destroy me : but I wiU 
be occupied in thy command- 
ments. 

79 Let snch as fear thee, and 
have known thy testimonies : 
be turned unto me. 

80 O let my heart be sound 
in thy statutes : that I be not 
ashamed* 
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Fer,7S. Thy handi^ ^e.'] Thou who gayest me my beings 
Thou the Creator of my body and soul, canst alone give me 
tbe power of learning Thy wilL 

Ver. 74. will be glad\ It will be a joy and encourage- 
ment to them, when they see me protected and honouredy 
oo acooont of my trost in Thy word. 

Ver, 75. of very failhfvinet8\ Bringing trouble upcm me 
that I might be thus made fit to partake of Thy promised 
mercy ; and that Thou mightest ^ow Thy iaithfiilness and 
truth in preserving me. 

Fer. 79. he turned] Let them turn to my side, and 
become my friends. 

Ver, 80. he sovimT] Let my heart be sincere and stedfiot 
in Thy word, without any deceit or wavering ; let me love 
it all, and altogether. 



We are here taught, that He who made man must ever he 
his best instructor ; and though His judgments may sometimes 
be severe, yet, as they are always founded on truth, and rigfata- 
^msness, and love, they must ever be honoured by all who make 
the law of God their study. And the more we lead and under- 
stand this holy law, and consider the Lord's dealings with u^ 
the more we snail be convinced of His faithfulness and mercy 
to us and to all people. ** There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man ; but God is fedthful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able ; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it." 1 Cor. x. 13. Only let our "heart be sound 
in God's statutes \'* only let us love His holy word truly and 
perfectly, so as to have respect to all His commandments^ and 
we shall ''never be confounded.'' 

QVBSTIOirS. 

Thy hands have— what? — O give me, &c.?— Why would 
the righteous be fflad when tbey saw David ?— Of very faithful- 
ness ? — Be turned unto me? — Let my heart be sound ? — ^Who is 
man's best instructor ? 

ELEVENTH POETION. 



81 My soul hath longed for 
thy salvation : and I have a 
good hope because of thy word. 



82 Mine eyes long sore for 
thy word : saying, O when wflt 
thou comfort me ? 
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are true : thev persecute me 
falsely ; O be tnou my help. 

87 They had almost made 
an end of me upon earth : but 
I forsook not thy command- 
ments. 

88 O quicken me after thy 
loving-kindness : and so shall 
I keep the testimonies of thy 
moutn. 



83 For I am become like a 
bottle in the smoke : yet do I 
not forget thy statutes. 

84 How many are the days 
of thy servant : when wilt thou 
be avenged of them that per- 
secute me ? 

85 The proud have digged 
pits for me : which are not after 
thy law. 

86 All thy commandments 

Ver. 82. long sore for thy word :] Are looking anxiously 
for the performance of Thy promise. 

Ver. 83. like a bottle in the smoke :] Bottles, in those 
days, were made of skins, which were very apt to become 
dry and shrivelled by being hung up in their smoky tents. 
David means that his skin was withered, that his beauty 
and strength were wasted by sorrow and care ; " his skin 
"was dried up for want of fatness." Psalm cix. 23 ; xxxii. 
3,4. 

Ver, 84. How many are the days'] How long have I to 
live, that thou sliouldest so delay ? my days are not many : 
** when wilt thou execute judgement" {Bib. Trans.) on my 
persecutors ? 

Ver. 85. which are not] It may signify either that the 
"proud" or the " pits" were not after God's law, that is, 
•were quite contrary to God's law. Thus Psalm v. 4, 
" Thou hast no pleasure in wickedness," means, '* Thou 
Latest it;" and Jer. vii. 31, "I commanded them not," 
means, "I strictly forbade them." The "pits" here 
spoken of allude to the custom of ensnaring and taking 
animals. Psalm vii. 16 ; xxxv. 7. 

^ Ver. 86. falsely ;] Deceitfully and wrongfully : " digging 
pits for me." Ver. 85. 

Ver. 87. upon earth :] Had nearly removed me from earth 
to the other world. 

Ver. 88. O quicken me] Preserve me still alive. — after] 
According to. 



Day by day, whether in )oy or grief, our souls must wait and 
long for the salvation of God ; as the aged Simeon who ** was 

q5 
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wmd d«to«t» vaitod for Ibe rwiwilatioa of Jmat^** tor tbe 
cominif of the Smaar, to give confort and icdemptioii to Hit 
people. And that w he nev e r it shall pieaae Him to " OMke at 
end of US npoA earth," we ahaU he able with Simeon to aaj, 
" hand, now lettoat thmi thf servant depart in peaee, accordiay 
to thy word ; for mine ejea have seen thy aalvation.'' Lmke ii. 
4S. a9» 30. The eool of the fiaithful, sojonming with thobodjit 
*e baifen wildenuM of life, is '* athirst kr God ;" hot thiMgfa 
looking with longing eyce, it waits patiently, till the Lord aees 
fit to bring relief. " AU the days of my appointed time will I 
wait, till my change come." Job jdv« 14. And though oor 
bodily frame be wasted with watching and praying, yet the soul 
win be &utf renewed, and wifl be pluming her wings for her 
flight from this earthly tahemade to her ** home not made with 
liMids,etenial in the heavens.*' 2 Cor, v. 1. 

QUSSTIOlfS. 

My soul hath longed— lor what ?— Whrlad David a good 
hope 2-— Mine eyes long sore? — ^A bottle in the smoke? — ^Exphun 
vec 84^ — ^Digged pits ?— Which are not after Thy law ?— Made 
an end of me upon earth ? 



TWELFTH PORTION. 



89 O Lord, thy word : en- 
dnreth for ever in h saer e n. 

90 Thy tmth also remainslli 
fitom one goieration to another : 
thoa hast laid the foundation 
of the earth, and it abideth. 

91 They continue this day 
according to thine ordinance : 
fin* flB thmgs serve thee. 

92 If my delight had not 
bMB in thy kw : I ahonld have 
perished in my trouble. 



93 I will never forget thy 
commandments : for wiUi them 
thou hast quidcened me. 

94 I am thine, O save ase : 
for I have sought thy com- 
mandments. 

95 The ungodly kdd wait for 
me to destroy me : but I will 
consider thy testimonies. 

96 I see that all things eome 
to an end : bnt tfav oomBumd- 
ment is exceeding oroad. 



Fer. 89, 90. for ever in heaven — the foundation of the 
earth,'] Thy word and Thy truth stand firm^ like the 
heavens and the earth. Psalm Ixxxix. 2. 

Fer, 91. they continue] The heavens and the earth con- 
tinue, according to Thy appointment ; and so is Thy promise 
sure. See Jer, xxxi. 35, 36. 

Fer. 92. I ehndd have perishedf] Kot onlj was die woid 
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of God a comfort in afllietiODy hat it was necessary as ihe 
support of bis life. 

Fer. 94. / am thine,'] This is the strangest plea for help 
that can be urged, " Lord, I am tbine ;" and they who can 
urge it truly, are sure of God*s mercy. 

Fer, 95. laid wait] Laid a snare. 

Fer. 96- come to an end : ^c] Every eartlily good is 
cottfised within a nanow limit, and comes to a speedy end ; 
vre soon see tke best of it, and it is gone : but tbe tratb 
and blessings of €k>d's vrord hare no limit and no end ; 
^ey are as ''broad*' as the heavens; they can neither b^ 
measured nor searched; they spread through time to 
eternity. 



Whilst we heboid emrj thing around us isilinff and fadiDg* 
decaying and dying, it is a wonderful comfort andsnpport, it is 
a precious prinriWgs and blessing, to have something more solid 
and sure and lasting than this world, to rest our hope upon. 
Bveiy thing here below bas the image of dealb stamped upon it ; 
tha lace of natiirs is coDtinuaUy chsnmg ; trees^ herbs^ and 
flowers, lose their beau^ and disi ine animal race is daily 
perishing ; oar friends and neighbours are dropping into the 
gmve^and we must sbortly^ follow. And how snort-lived are 
all the pleasures of earth; and even while they do continue, 
bow nnable are they to satisfy the desires of an immortal soid ; 
bow poor and disappointing : ''For the bed is shorter than thai 
a man can stretch nimself on it, and tke covering narrower than 
tiiat he csn wrap himself in it.'' /ml xzviii. 20. Well it is for 
BMUiV that a certain* and bonndless, and everlasting treasore is 
opened to him in the word of God ; well, that is, if he will seek 
it. Here is a deep mysterv of love, which he can never fathom ; 
the love of God in the salvation of man : here is a height of 
knowledge to which he can never dimb ; the knowledge of the 
most High God, '* who bath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ." 2 Cor, v. 18. Here»in the word of God, is a fountain 
of joy and consolation, ever flowing, never exhausted : the Holy 
Spnit, ""the well of water springing up into everiasting life." 
JMit w. 1 4. None bm tbe fool will sedc to set np lus rest on 
sartb r Letd, nsake ns ** dnne," that we may be wise, and nst 
isThsalsrewr. 

QTTZSTfOIfS. 

Forever in beaven?— -Thefoaadation of the eartb? — They 
eoMlinoe— >wbat }— Aceording to Thine ordiaanee?— What plea 

q6 
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does Darid urge, that God may save him ? — KH Aings eome to 
an end ? — What is the commandment of God ^-^Descrihe how 
it is exceeding broad. 



THIRTBENTH PORTION. 



97 Lord, what love have I 
onto thy law : all the day long 
is my study in it. 

98 Thoa through thy com- 
mandments hast made me wiser 
than mine enemies : for they 
are ever with me. 

99 I have more understand- 
ing than my teachers : for thy 
testimonies are my study. 

100 I am wiserthan the aged : 
because I kept thy command- 
ments. 



101 I have refrained my feet 
from every evil way : tnat I 
may keep thy word. 

102 I have not shrunk from 
thy judgements : for thou 
teachest me. 

103 O how sweet are thy 
words unto my throat : yea, 
sweeter than honey unto my 
mouth. 

104 Through thy command- 
ments I get understanding t 
therefore I hate all evil ways. 



Ver. 97. nty study in »^] So that I may keep it. 

Ver. 98. they'] Thy commandments — are ever with me.'] 
Are continually present to guide me. 

Ver, 99. than my teachers ;] Than the Scribes or elders. 
From these three verses, 98 — 100, we learn, that the wis- 
dom of God*s words made David superior to the cunning 
policy of his '* enemies," the learning of " teachers, ** and 
the experience of "the aged." Prov, ii. 7. 

Ver, 101. I have refrained] I have "kept back" my 
feet from every evil way ; I have kept myself from every 
evil habit. 

Ver. \02. not shrunk] See ver. 51. 

Ver, 103. unto my throat :] To my taste. — sweeter"^ See 
Psalm xix. 10. 



Words cannot express the love which a pious mind entertains 
for the holy Scriptures : they are '' the power of God unto sal- 
vation ;" tney tell us all that we know of the perfections of 
Jehovah, of our own lost condition as sinners, and of the way to 
happiness and glory, which is opened to all believers through the 
Lord Jesus Christ : they direct all our footsteps in that way, 
and support and comfort us as we are walking therein. Truly do 
they show us why we should love God, and why we should lore 



26th Bay.] 77^6 Hundred and Nineteenth Psalm. 349 

one another as the children of God ; as memhers of the same 
ffunilv, redeemed hy the same bloody heirs of the same eternal 
kingdom. And they who are thus brought to the love of God 
and the love of one another, find in the Bible a sweet deliffht, 
which it is impossible for them to describe. And they find it 
also their best and safest guide in all circumstances through life : 
so that while others, who in some things are their superiors, are 
troubled and perplexed, their way is plain and clear. On some 
portion of these Scriptures should our study be continually ; each 
day should add something to our knowledge, our faith, and our 
virtue. "Who is a wise man, and endued with knowledge 
among you ? Let him show out of a good conversation bis works 
with meekness of wisdom." James iii. 13. If the Lord has in- 
deed taught us, we are careful to " refrain our feet from every 
evil way ;" that we may never depart from His judgments all 
the days of our life. 

QUESTIONS. 

For what had David love ? — How did he show it ? — ^What did 
God's work make him ? — ^Than whom was he wiser ? — ^Teachers ? 
—Refrained ? — From every evil way ?— Not shrunk ?— My 
throat ?— -Than what is God's word sweeter f 



THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 



^orntng IPraser. 



FOURTBENTH PORTION. 



105 Thy word is a lantern 
unto my feet : and a light unto 
my paths. 

106 I have sworn, and am 
stedfiBistly purposed : to keep 
thy righteous judgements. 

107 I am troubled above 
measure : quicken me, O Lord, 
according to thy word. 

108 I^t the free-will oiier- 
ings of my mouth please thee, 
O Lord : and teach me thy 
judgements. 



109 My soul is alway in my 
hand : yet do I not forget thy 
law. 

110 The ungodly have laid a 
snare for me : but yet I swerved 
not from thy commandments. 

111 Thy testimonies have I 
claimed as mine heritage for 
ever : and whv ? they are the 
very joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart 
to fulfil thy statutes alway : 
even unto the end. 



Ver.lQb. a lantern] Serving as a lamp to guide me in 
a dark and dangerous world. 
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Ver. 106. htne nrom,] Haire aolanBly promitedl and 
pledged myself: and tliis has every CboitiaB done by kk 
Mptisnal TOir. 

Ver, 108. the fret-wiU offerings of mtf mouth] My 

Payers and praises, my holy resolutions and tows. PsaXm 
14. 

Ver, 1 09. M^ eoul u alwa^ m my lumd :] My life is 
ready to be lott» as if I bdd il ia my bend, llnr any pas* 
aenger to saatdi it away* Jmdf, adi» 3. 1 S^mu six. 5 ; 
XXT. 20 ; xxviii. 21. Jo6 aiii. 14. 

Ver. 110. swerved not] Tamed not aside. 

Fer. 111. mine heritage] My portion and possession. 

Ver, 112. Thave affUed] It is tbe Spirit of God wbacb 
inclines the heart to do good, Phil. ii. 13 ; but man iSf 
nevertheless, properly said to apply his own heart, when he 
listens to the call, and obeys the motions, of God's grace. 
Thus he is said also to '^purify himself^'* 1 John iii« 3v 
tboogh it is God who " deansedi us from all onrighteoiis- 
ness." 1 John i. 9. 



Man is a traveller, Ms life ta a jaonieyf bsBven la \as end, his 
road lies through a wilderness, and he is in the dark. Thus cir- 
cumstanced, how earnestly and devoutly ought he to pray, ** O 
send out thy light and thy truih, that they may lead me, and 
bring me unto thy holy hU]«andto thy dwelling !" Psalm xliii. 
3. For surely '' the commandment is a lamp, and the law is light; 
and reproois of instnietion are the way of fife." IVor vi 23. 
The word of God diseorers to us omr errors; ik shows aa wims 
we lost our way, and how we may find and recover it a^ain. K 
we take Ihb ^ lamp " in oar hand, it wiU no4 aaly enable « to 
penMhre the right eowrsa, baiii wBl also dbrect as in every aln^ 
andfuide oar £eet aright ia the path oCboltnem and pence, w 
llitt» though weave in danger every moment «f lesing our lives; 
Ihaugh a deadly disorder asay suddenly fiuten iqioa no, or 



aeddent snap the thread of mti still we need not bo anoriaBBf 
our soul is safe in the Lord's hands ^ for '* I kaow whom I have 
bslMTedft and am perwaded that he ia aUe to keep that wha^ I 
bave commitled unto him afQSUut that day.*' 3 Ufa. L 11. 
Only let us ''apply our hearf to the word of life, ta koip amr 
promise, and walk with God, and then we may sing His praises 
as we pass thnmgh every tiottfa^ and we akaA ung them for 
ever. 
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QCSaTIONS. 

Thy word is a lantern ?— I have sworn ?— The free-will offer- 
ingfs ? — My soul is alway in my hand ? — I swerved not ? — As 
mme heritage ?— What <nd he claim as such ? — I have applied 
my heart ?— How can we do this ? 



PIPTJEBITTB FOXnON. 



XI 3 I hate them that imagine 
eva thingt : but % law do I 
love. 



114 Thou art my defence all them that d^art from ti^j 
and shield : and my trust ie in statutes : for they imagine but 
thy word. deceit. 

115 Away from me, ye wickr 119 Thou puttest away aU 
ed : I wiU keep the command- the ungodly of the earth like 
ments of my God. dross : therefore I love thy te«- 



I shall be safe : yea, my delight 
shall be ever in thy statutes. 
118 Thou hast trodden down 



timonies. 

130 My flesh trembleth for 
fear of thee : and I am afraid 
of thy judgements. 



116 O stablish me according 
to thy word, that I may liv« : 
and let me not be disappointed 
of kay hope. 

117 Hold ^on me «p^ and 

Ver. 113. / hate theni] I hate their ways, their evil 
imaginations. "I hate vain thoughts." Bib, Trans. 

Ver, 114. defence and shield i"^ Psalm v. 13; xviii, 1. 

Ver, 115. Away from me^ Psalm 'wu 8. 

Ver. 116. stahlish'\ Uphold and preserve me. 

Ver, 118. deceit] That by which they are themaelyea 
deceived: their plots of mischief are defeated, and come to 
ttodiing. 

Ver, 119. drMs:] The nseleas 8C3«n» which rises to 
the top of mehed metaia, and is thrown away. Psalm 
im. 7; Ixvi. 9. Isa. i. 22. 25. Ezek. xxii. 17 — 22. 

Ver. 119, 120. / love thy testimonies — my flesh trem-' 
bleth'] Here are two great principles of a holy life ; die 
love of God's law, and the fear of His judgments ; the love 
of j^Leasing and the fear of offending Him. 



They who truly love the Lord can want little persuasion or 
adviee to keep from evil oonpany; they bate idl evil ways, yea, 
die Tcry thoi^^iita of evfl ; and thmfore can Uks bo plcaanrem 
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siofiil or foolish companioos : the serrant of God will not, in mde 
langnage, Ind snch to doiart from him ; bathe will bid his own 
som to have nothing to do with them : ** Enter not into the path 
of the wicked, and go not in the wi^ of evil men : avoid it, pass 
not bv it, torn from it, and pass away/' iVov. iv. 14, 15. In so 
dinng, in refiising to take part with gaj or wicked companions, 
we may, perhaps, be pnt to some trial, we may be ridiculed and 
reproached, possibly injnred ; but the Lord is our ** defence and 
shield :** secure of His friendBhip,weneed fear no man's frown; 
under His almighty protection, nothing can really harm ns. 
Destruction is preparing for all who oppose or disregard Him ; 
and it is set forth in Scripture by many striking figures : tiiey 
will be driven away like chaff, they will be cast c^like dross, 
they will be trodden under foot like the mire of the street. 
** llie Lord shall judge his people : it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God." Heft. x. 30, 31. *'Let us 
therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into 
his rest, any cf you should seem to come short of it.** Heb. 
iv. 1. 

QtJESTIOlfS* 

I hate them? — What did he love? — Defence and shield?— 
stablish me?— They imagine but deceit? — Dross? — ^Mention 
some other figures of this kind ? — ^What two great principles of 
a holy life are taught in ver. 119* 120 ? 



SXXTBBNTH PORTION. 



121 I deal with the thing 
that is lawful and right : O 
give me not over unto mine 
oppressors. 

122 Make thou thy servant 
to delight in that which is 
good : that the proud do me no 
wrong. 

123 Mine eyes are wasted 
away with looking for thy 
health : and for the word of 
thy righteousness. 

124 O deal with thy servant 
according unto thy loving 



mercy : and teach me thy 
statutes. 

125 I am thy servant, O 
grant me understanding : that 
1 may know thy testimonies. 

126 It is time for thee. Lord, 
to lay to thine hand : for they 
have destroyed thy law. 

127 For I love thy com- 
mandments : above gold and 
precious stone. 

128 Therefore hold I straight 
all thy commandments : and all 
false ways I utterly abhor. 



Ver, 122. the proud] My haughty foes. Enmity ta 
God and His people commonly proceeds from pride and 
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self-conceit. So the righteous are called ''the humble." 
Psalm xxxiv. 2. 

Ver. 123. for thy health:'] For the health (that is, 
the salvadon,) which Thou wilt bring. — -for the word of 
thy rightetmsness,'] For the performance of Thy faithful 
promise. 

Ver. 126. to lay to thine hand :] To lay Thine hand to 
the work, to bring down Thy proud enemies, and exalt Thy 
humble people. — have destroyed thy law.] Have destroyed 
its effects upon themselves and those around them ; have 
done away with the duty which it requires, and made it void 
or of no effect. 

Ver. 127. above gold, ^c] Psalm xix. 10. 

Fer. 128. hold I straight] I hold all thy commandments 
to be right, and have no desire to twist or accommodate any 
of fiiem to the crooked ways and wishes of the world. 



Salvation, whether earthly or spiritual, whether of body or 
soul, may be delayed : the eyes of tfae sufferer may fail with 
lookinff upward; and his spirit, may be ready to break forth in 
doubtful lamentations. But " wherefore doth a living man 
complain, a man for the punishment of his sins ? I^et us search 
and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. Let us lift up 
our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens." Lam. iii. 
39—41. Thus, when the Lord has sufficiently humbled us, and 
tried our faith and patience. He will send us His "saving 
health." "Though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely 
come. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry." Hob. ii. 3 ; Heb. x. 37* And as the Lord 
will arise in due time for the deliverance of His people, so will 
He also arise and lay His hand of vengeance upon the sinner : 
He waits, but it is only for His own proper season. There is 
"a certain measure of iniquity," which when nations or indi- 
Tiduals have filled up, the destroying angel is sent forth, and 
executes his dreadful commission. How ought a man to fear, 
lest the next sin he commits should fill up his measure, and seal 
his eternal doom I O let us " abhor that which is evil, and 
cleave to that which is good." Rom. xiL 9- Let us " love the 
commandments," yea, idl the commandments of our God ; not 
pretending to hate some evil ways, and walking in others, but 
hatin^c and avoiding all; thus we shall be able to stand in the 
day c^ trial, and approve our hearts to God. 



U4 The Bmmdred amd NmeUewA FMaim. [26tk Diqr. 



With what did David deal? — For what does he tiierefoTB 
fm?--TkBpNnd?--ftrth7baaItli^--Toky to ThmefaaBd? 
— iWioycdThf law?— Aibove what did he love God't C9m> 
maiidmenta ? — Hold I sSnq^&c. ?— -And all ialie waj«^ — ^I da 
what? 



BB V aN I'Kxirm porxiox* 



199 Thy 
dttfol : ttMrefima dolh m j aoiil 
keep them. 

130 When thjr word ffoedi 
forth : it giveth light and un- 
derstanding unto the dmple. 

131 I opened mj month, and 
drew in my breeith : for my de- 
light was in thy command- 
ments. 

132 O look thou upon me, 
and be merciful unto me : as 
thou usest to do «mto those 
that love thy Name. 



t3S Order ny step* m tfcv 
void : and ao ^aUimwickail* 
ness have dominion over em. 

134 O dehver mo from the 
wrongful dealings of men : and 
so shall I keep thy command- 



195 Show the light of thy 
countenance upon thy servant: 
and teach me thy statutes. 

136 Mine eyes gush oat with 
water : because men kfiegpiiot 
thykw. 



Ver. 129* are wcmderfnl .*} For the knowledge "wAAA 
diey give ; for the mercy which Aey promise ; for the 
support and comfort which they bestow : leading mankind, 
by a wond^ful way, from eardi to heaven, from grace to 
glory. 

Ver. 130. the nmpLe^ The hwnbk and siaeere^ who 
are desirous of receiving and obeying Thy word* Fstim 
xix. 7. 

Ver. 131. drew in my breath ;] I panted : I eagerly de- 
sired the blessings of Thy word» as the panting deer, in Ae 
chase, opens its mouth, aind draws in the refreshing breeae. 
Psalm xliL 1. 

Ver. 133. have dominion] Pmim xix. IS. 

Ver. 135. ^ li^hi of thy cotmtenance] Pfoim iv. 7. 

Ver. 136* Mine eyes] David was so deeply concerned 
for Grod*s honour, so well acquainted with the blessedness 
of keeping God's law, and so convinced of the misery of 
breaking it, that he wept over the wicked. Ver. 53* 
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. Tbe holy ward of G«i b wonderful for vhat it teaebes, a»d 
wonderful in its effects ; k gives us all the true knowledge wi^ 
can bave of God and of nan : it shows us what we were and 
wiiat we sse,, and what we ehall be ; it shows us what God haa 
done for uf , and what He expects us to do for Him and for our* 
selves ; it shows us the aiercy and justice of the Lord, the joys 
of heaven and the pains of hell : and thua does h give wisdoiB 
to the simple, to the poorest and plainest who receive it aright ; 
teaching them more in an hour than the wisest can learn all 
their Uvea long without it. To every considerate (^istiaa it 
inust be a source of deep coBcem and grief to see how many 
there are who pay no regard whatever to tbe word of life, ana 
trample under foot the inercy of the eternal Son of God. If it 
be grievous to see men ruining their bodies, O bow much more 
to see them rnning their souls t Thus Lot, among tbe Sodom- 
Hee, was '* vexed from day to day," not so much at dieir usage 
of himself, as at "seeing their unlawful deeds." 2 PeLiL 8, 
Gem* idx. Thua Jeremiah telleth tbe ungodly of hie time, ** If 
ye will not hear, my soul shall weep in secret placet for your 
pride ; and mine eyes shall weep sore and run down with tears." 
Jer. xiii. 17. And thus the holy Jesus was '* grieved for the 
hardness of men's hearts,^ and ''wept over^ gndty Jerusalem. 
Meti ni. 5. Lufce xiz. 41. Accept, O Lcnrd, tbe tears which 
our blessed Redeemer ehed, in tbe days of His ferii, for us who 
flhoidd (bat, alasi too often cannot) weep for oar Ivetfaren oc 
£aar ooraelves, and give ua at least the grace of holy mournings 
which in Thy sight is of great price — '' Blessed are they that 
inmun, for they shall be comforted." 

QUESTIONS. 

What are God's testimonies ? — When His word goeth forth,— 
what then ? — Who are the simple ? — And drew in my breath ? — 
What does this describe ?— Order my steps in Thy word,— for 
wtitX end? — ^The fight of Thy countenance?— Why did David 
shed tears ? — ^Who else did so ? — What should it lead us to do 2 



BiaHTEsirrH portion. 



137 Righteous art thou, O 



sumed me : because mine 



Lord : and true is thy judge- enemies have forgotten thy 



ment. 

138 The testimonies that 
thou hast commanded : are 
exceeding righteous and true. 
; 139 My seal hath even con- 



words. 

140 Thy word is tried to the 
uttermost : and thy servant 
loveth it. 

141 I am small and of no 
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it my ddight in tby command* 
ments. 

144 The righteousness of thr 
testimonies is everlasting : u 
grant me uoderstanding, and I 
shall live. 



repatation : yet do I not forget 
thy commandments. 

142 Thy righteousness is an 
ererlasting righteousness : and 
thy law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and heaviness 
have taken hold upon me : yet 

Ver. 137. true"] According to truth and justice. 

Ver. 139. Mtf zeal] My strong affection, my burning 
of heart {Psalm xxxix. 4), for Thy glory and the good of 
mankind, have wasted my spirits and my strength. See 
Psalm Ixix. 9. 

Ver. 140. is tried to the uttermost :] Is perfectly pure, 
like gold and silver tried and purified in the fire. Psalm 
xii. 7. 

Ver. 141. I am small] Small in value. — of no reputa^ 
tion :] Of no esteem among men. Phil. ii. 7. See Psalm 
xxii. 6. 

Ver. 142. an everlasting righteousness ;] The rules and 
dealings of men may change : but the judgments of God 
are always founded on the same principles of justice, mercy, 
ail6 truth ; alike in all ages ; unchangeable and eternal. It 
means the " righteousness" of God, as taught in His holy 
word. Ver. 144. 

Ver. 144. I shall live,] So that the life of man, with- 
out the knowledge of God, is death. 1 Tim. v. 6. Jlev. 
ui. 1. 



''Great and marvellous are thy works. Lord God Almighty; 
just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints/' Rev. zv. 3. 
In this holy song every saint will heartily join, humbly and 
thankfully acknowledging the jastice and truth of his King: 
whatever be our circumstances or experience, all is right t£tt 
God ordains ; the dealings of His Providence and of His grace 
are all right, all perfectly free from the smallest portion of error. 
Whether we be numbered with the rich and great of this world, 
or whether we be poor and " of no reputation," we are equal in 
the sight of God. Though men may overlook and foiget» yet 
God observes and remembers us : then let us not forget Uim 
and His word ; the less the world thinks of us, the more we 
need His friendship and favour ; the greater our " trouble and 
heaviness" become, the more do we need the comfort of His 
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flU-sufficient g^ce. 2 Cor, xii. 9. Without His grace, and 
without His law in our hearts, we are " dead while we live." 
'' I am the Bread of life — ^the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit and they are life." John y\. 35. 63. O that every one 
>Dvho *' names the name of Christ," were able to say with the 
apostle, " The life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
nith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
mel" Gal. ii. 20. ''This is the true God, and eternal life." 
1 John V. 20. 

QUESTIONS. 

Repeat ver. 137. — My aeal, &c. ? — ^Why ? — ^Thy word is tried 
to the uttermost?— Small? — Of no reputation? — What is the 
righteousness of God? — How everlasting? — I shall live?— 
Quote some passages in which *' life" is spoken of in the same 
manner. 



iSbentng $rasn* 



NINETEENTH PORTION. 



145 I call with my whole 
heart : hear me, O Lord, I will 
keep thy statutes. 

146 lea, even unto thee do 
I call : help me, and I shall 
keep thy testimonies. 

147 Early in the morning do 
I cry unto thee : for in thy 
word is my trust. 

• 148 Mine eyes prevent the 
night-watches : that I might be 
occupied in thy words. 
149 Hear my voice, O Lord, 



according unto thy loving«> 
kindness : quicken me, accord- 
ing as thou art wont. 

150 They draw nigh that of 
malice persecute me : and are 
far from thy law. 

151 Be thou nigh at hand, 
O Lord : for all thy command- 
ments are true. 

152 As concerning thy tes- 
timonies, I have known louff 
since : that thou hast groundea 
them for ever. 



Ver, 145.] In this verse we have a key to success in 
prayer : to pray sincerely " with our whole heart," and 
ivith the stedfast purpose of keeping God's word. 

Fer. 147. Early in the morning] The first thing in the 
morning, before the business of the day ; before the day- 
light. 

Fer, 148. Mine eyes prevent'] My eyes are open before 
the watches of the night come round in their turn ; or, it 
piay mean, before the last watch comes, "the morning 
watch.'' Psalm cxxx. 6. I need not to be called and 
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warned ; I am always awake al tbe desired daae, and ready 

for my deJigbtfbl stndy of Tby word. On die n^t^- 

watches, see Psahn xc. 4. 

Ver, 149. according unio thy loving-kindness {] Towards 

those who love Thy law. Ver. 182. 

Ver. ISl. nigh mi hasidy^ PieacBlt0 cave them. /aa.lv.& 
Far. 152. grounded them for ever.'] 1 PeL L 24^ 25. 



It is a eertaiB sign that cmr hearts are set upon a work, when 
the duiagfats of it eanse sleep to depart from as ; and we awake 
leadily, eoBStantly, and eariy, to the performaace of it. Dani 
ddighted in the holy exercises of prayer and niediti^ioa : there- 
fore he was beforehand with the morning, with the light ilatlf ; 
he needed not the watchman^ call, bnt was stirring before it 
conld be given. And of David's Lord, as well as of David, we 
are told, that " in the morning, rising np a great while before 
day, he went out and departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed." Mark i. 35. Uow do these examples condenm the 
cold indifference and idle neglect of many persons, who, in the 
midst of health and strength, sleep away hw the houia of the 
meming ; and when they do rise, forg^ the God who has piv- 
served them through the night, and given them a new day ; sod 
diink net of His ward, and fall not down before Hun ! O my 
ae«l, be net thou thus munindfol, mgnrtefisl, and nnvsady! 
Awake, arise betknee; waste not so many precious honra; tay 



God ciUfeth thee ; lift up thy voice to Him ; lift np thy 
tions ; pour forth thy earnest and esrly desires for His grace and 
protection through the day, with a full resolution to keep His 
Boly law. Thus will Hebe ''ni^h at hand" in every danger 
aad every temptatioa ; and dwu wilt be safe beneath the ahado^ 
of His wing. 

oirasTioifs. 

When will our prayers be snccessfal? — When in the day 
should ire begin to pray? — Prevent the night-watches ?-r-Why ^ 
— Be Thou nigh at hand ? — ^What do we kam in this partim 2 
— From whom may we learn the lesson ? 



TWBKTIETB PORTION. 



1S3 O eonsidCT mine adver- 
sity, and deliver me : ler I do 
not forget tby law. 



154 Avenge thoamycaiM^ 
and deliver me : yHckign nw^ 
accerding to thy wwl* . 
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see tbe tnnggressors : because 
they keep not thy law. 

159 Connder, O Lord, hour 
I love thy comtnandinente : O 
quicken me, accordin{( to thy 
lovmg-kindness. 

160 Thy word is true from 
ererlasting : all the judgements 
of thy righteoufinees endure for 
erermore. 



155 Health is far from the 
VBgodly : lor they regard ixit 
Ay statutes. 

156 Great is thy nercy, O 
Lord : quicken me, as thou 
art wont. 

157 Many there are that 
Ixouhle me, and persecute aae : 
yet do I not swerve from thy 
testimonies. 

158 It grieveth me when I 

Ver. 154. Avenge] "Plead thou my cause." Bih. Trans, 
Psalm XXXV, 1. — quicken me,"] Three times do these words 
ooeur ]Q this portion of the Psalra^ So Christ came to 
quicken^ or give life. John vi. 53. 57. 63. 

Ver, 155. Health'] Prosperity, salvation. 

Ver. 157' do I not swerve] Do not decline or turn aside. 
Troubles and persecutions tempt men to fall, away ; they 
are the great trial of our £Eiithfulness to God and His word. 
W« must expect them, and be pvqiared to meet them. 
Luke xiv. 28—33. He who, under trials^ forgets his own 
sliiferings, to pity the sin and folly of his persecutors, is 
a true follower, as David was a forerunner, of Jesus Christ. 
Zuke xix. 41, 42. 

Ver. 158. It grieveth me] Ver. 53. 136. 

Ver. 159, IW.] To "love God's commandments,'* and 
to trust in His ^' word as true," form the sure foundation of 
the hope of the righteous. 



99 



God is the defender of His people, to ''plead their cause; 
Redeemer, to ** ddiver*' tbem out of troubles ; the anther 
and fountain of their life, to '' quicken" and support them. We 
may therefore have recourse to Him at all times, as an Advo- 
cate, a Saviour, and a Comforter : for the defence of our cause ; 
for the deliverance of our persons ; and for the consolation of 
^ar hearts. And all this " aeeording to his word," in which 
He has engaged thus to defend, and rescue, and strengthen^ 
those who trurt in Him and apply to Him. B«t let as resoem- 
her» that we must be fiuthful to uod, and keep dose to the lins 
of our duty, if we expect His divine blessing and protection. 
God will not afford His favour and support to the disobedient or 
thd negligent : and if, ** in time of temptation we fall away," 
the Lord wiS not remain with us, but leave us to our sin and 
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lolly. Blessed are they who love His law, and baild upon His 
truth : " The Lord is good to them that wait for him, to the 
soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should both hope 
and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord/' Lam. iii. 26. 

QUESTIONS. 

Avenge Thou my cause ? — Name the words which are thrice 
repeated. — ^What is the meaning of them? — Health? — From 
whom is it far ?— Why ? — Not swerve ? — From what ? — When 
was he grieved ?*-How has he expressed this before ? 



165 Great is the peace that 
they have who love thy law : 
ana they are not offended at it. 

166 Lord, I have looked for 
thy saving health : and done 
after thy commandments. 

, 167 My soul hath kept thy 
testimonies : and loved them 
exceedingly. 

168 I have kept thy com- 
mandments and testimonies : 
for all my ways are before 
thee. 



TWBNTT-FIRST PORTION. 

- 161 Princes have persecuted 
me without a cause : but my 
heart standeth in awe of thy 
word. 

162 I am as glad of thy 
word : as one that findeth great 
spoils. 

163 As for lies, I hate and 
abhor them : but thy law do 
I love. 

164 Seven times a day do I 
praise thee : because of thy 
righteous judgements. 

Fer, 161. Princes, ^c] David was persecuted by Saul 
and his wicked companions without any cause. 1 Sam, 
xviii. xxvi. But the word of God was still his rule ; nor 
would he do any thing against it, even though he mi^t 
thereby gain advantage over his enemies. Thus he spared 
Saul's life, when he might have taken it. 1 Sam. xxiv. 

Ver, 162. great spoils.'] As the finding of great trea- 
sures, in the possession of an enemy, is the joy of a prince 
and conqueror, so does my joy consist in the treasures of 
Thy word. — spoils."] Psalm xxxv. 10 ; Ixviii. 12. 

yer. 164. Seven times] Many times. See Psalm xii. 7 ; 
Ixxix. 13« 

F^r, 165. not offended at it.] Not offended at any thing 
it requires from them ; no duty, no self-denial^ no sacrifice 
proves a stumbling-block in their way, gives them uneasi- 
ness, or does them any harm. Psalm xci. 12. 1 John ii. 10. 

Fer. 166. thi/ saving health :] Thy salvation* 
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Fer, 168. are before thee'] Are perfectly known to Thee«r 
Heb. iv. 13. 



Religion is not a matter to be taken up now and then, on 
great and serious occasions ; on a day of calamity, on a day o( 
sickness, or on the Lord's day : it is for every day, and all the 
day long. As we are doing the business of our common calling,' 
we may be walking with God, in the spirit of holy obedience to 
His will ; " whatsoever we do, doing all to the glory of God." 
1 Cor, X. 31. The work of prayer and praise need not, ought 
not, to be confined to our morning and evening devotions : — 
many times a day, times without number, should the heart be 
lifted up to heaven, in prayer for help, in thankfulness for mer- 
cies, in spiritual meditation, in holy communion with our God. 
Thus would all our labours be lightened, and our souls be con- 
tinually refreshed and Strengthened: we should find ''great 
peace ; " a perfect calm in the bosom, amid the storms and tem- 
pests of life. We should have peace with God by the blood of 
reconciliation ; peace with ourselves, by the answer of a good 
conscience, and "joy in the Holy Ghost ;" peace with all men, 
by the spirit of charity. All that we can understand of God's 
dealings with us, we shall perceive to be right ; and all that we 
understand not, we may leave contentedly and peacefully to 
His wisdom and mercy, according to His word, " looking for 
his saving health,'* and ''waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Clmst." 1 Cor. i. 7 — 9- 

QUESTIONS. 

Who persecuted, &c.? — As glad of Thy word, as who?— 
What are gpreat spoils ? — Seven times ? — What brings peace ? 
— ^They are not offended at it ? — Saving health i — Ways before 
Thee? 



TWKNTT-SBCOND PORTION. 



169 Let my complaint come 
before thee, O Lord : give me 
understanding, according to thy 
word. 

170 Let my supplication 
come before thee : deliver me, 
according to thy word. 

171 My lips shall speak of 
thy. praise : when thou hast 
taught me thy statutes. 



172 Yea, my tongue shall 
sing of thy word : for all thy 
commandments are righteous. 

173 Let thine hand help me : 
for 1 have chosen thy com- 
mandments. 

174 I have longed for thy 
saving health, O Lord : and in 
thy law is my delight. 

175 O let my soul live, and 

R 
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k iball praise tiieiB : and ikj- 
judgements shall help roe. 
176 I have gone astray like a 



aheep tbat is loct : Osedcthy 
servant, for I do not fofgetthy 
commandments. 



Ver. 169. my complaint] Here, as m many other Tenes^ 
** complaint'* does not mean munnuring ; it means only the 
expitessibn of want» the statement of afflictiou: in tbeB0le 
VtrmA it isy. ** Let my cry come»" &o. 

Fer. 170. my suppUcaiiwn] My pmyes* 

Ver. 174. % Booing heaUh,] Weft. 16& 

Ver. 175. kt- my soul live,- 4*0*] Let me- live. FstUm 
cxvi. 2. 9. 

Ver. 176. gone astray like a sheep] David may allude 
either to. his being foreed to wander about, firom place to 
place, without home or friend, like a loat sheep ; or to bis 
sinful wtandef ings- fkom the fold of the heavenly Sbepheid 
(Psalm xxiil. 1), to his former tiaiiagnisaiQnft : perhaps both 
^ese senses may be intended. 



Fsw of V8 have been tiied as David was ; few have been 
drivan from house and home, for the sake of oor religion^by 
the- enemies of our God. In former days many of our £aUow 
Christians were so driven by the sword of pemecution, to aedc 
their shelter in a foreign land, where they wandered as sheep 
that were lost : but our lot is mere fiavoured ; we can serve our 
Ged in quiet and peaces and thankful should we be for this 
blessing. Yet ^1 of us have wand^ed, in another sense, have 
gone grievously astray from the holy law of God, {Isa. Hii. 6,) 
and great reason have we to join, with humble and penitent 
hearts, in the scriptural Confession of our Church Service, 
' Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed 
from Thy ways like liost sheep.' And whan we do thus poor 
forth our " complaint before him," and " long for his savinr 
health," He will " hear our cry," wiU pity, and pardon, and 
Mp us, and bring us back to His fold again; yea, £k mH 
T^ice, with His holv angek, at our return^ even aa the sbep* 
lierd, when he findeth his lost sheep in the wilderness, *' layam 
it on his shoulders, rejoicing* and calletih together his frietids 
and neighbours, saying unto- them. Rejoice with me, for I bnre 
found my sheep which was lost" Indie xv. 3 — 7* O that Aa 
words of the Apostle may be truly applied to every one of .us, 
*' Ye were as sheep going astray ; but atfe now returned unta 
t^ Shepherd and Bishop of your souls I" 1 Pet. ii. 26. 
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QUESTIONS. 



My complaint?— Supplication?— Thy saving health ?-^j>t 
my soul live, what then ? — Gone astray like a ^eep ? — ^Who 
is our shepherd ?--How may we return to the fold ?— What is 
meant by the fold? 



THE TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

PSALM CXX, 

The P&abm^ty probably Davids who had been delivered 
from his slandering enemies^ prays for Gods continued 
mereyy and laments that he was ohU^d to line among suafi 
people. 



1 When I was in trouble I 
called upon the Lord : and he 
heard me, 

2 Deliver my soul^ Lord, 
from lying lips : and from a 
deceitful tongue* 

3 What rewardshall.be given 
or done unto thee, thou false 
tOQg«e : eveamighty and sharp 
aixows, with hot burning coals. 

4 Wo is me, that I am 



constrained to dwell with Me- 
sech : and to have my habi- 
tation among the tents of 
KJedar. 

5 My soul hath long dwelt 
among them : that are enemies 
unto peace. 

6 I labour for peace, but 
when I speak unto them there- 
of : they make them ready to 
battle. 



Ver. 1. in trouble'] From the malice and treachery of my 
enemies. 

Ver. 3. What reward] Thou art expecting to gain some 
advantage by thy falsehood ; but, instead, thou art bring- 
ing upon thyself punishment from God, here represented 
by the common figures of arrows and coals. Psalm xi. 7 ; 
xviii. 13, 14; cxliv. 6. -^thou false tongue :] Thou man of 
false tongue. Psalm lii. 5. 

Fer. 4. constrained] Compelled. — with Mesech — Kedar.] 
These names denote a wild and fierce people, dwelling in 
tents. It is not meant that the Psalmist was really living 
among these people, but among those who were like 

b2 
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them for fierceness and barbarity. Mesech was the son 
of Japheth, Gen. x. 2. Kedar the son of Ishmael, Gen, 
' XXV. 13. 

Fer, 5, 6.] 'If this was the case of David, much mote 
might the Son of David make the same complaint ; that 
He, the great peace-maker, and the ** Prince of Peace,'' 
(Zsa. ix. 6. Eph. ii. 14 — 17)) dwelt among the enemies of 
peace. 



When we remember that both David and Jesus were 8U^ 
rounded with enemies and slanderers, " with lying lips and de- 
ceitful tongues/' we must not wonder if we are sometimes treated 
in like manner : the world is what it always was, an enemy to 
God and His people, because an enemy to noliness and good : 
and in truth, the nolier and better we are, and the more worthily 
and closely we are walking with God, so much the more may we 
expect to oe hated and opposed by the wicked. But the day of 
the wicked is short ; their lies and reproaches, and our endur- 
ings, will soon be at an end ; both the one and the other are 
noted down in God's book, and each will receive its proper 
reward. In the mean time we must pray for grace to stand 
firm ; and *' consider him that endured such contradiction of 
, sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds." Heb, xu, 3. We shall not seek the favour, we shall 
not court the friendship of those, who would waffe war with the 
Son of God Himself, if He were now upon earth. But let us 
''possess our souls in patience," and ** follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.'' 
Heb. xii. 14'! ' Continually striving to "overcome evil with 
good." And thus, after dwelling a little longer- amid the tents 
of unquietness and ungodliness, we shall be at length removed 
to a *' peaceable habitation," to an habitation of holiness and 
glory, in the kingdom of heaven. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did the Psalmist do when in trouble ? — ^And what was 
the consequence ? — ^I'bou false tongue ? — ^What reward'?— Sharp 
arrows, burning coals ? — What do they signify ? — Constrained | 
— Mesech — Kedar i — ^Whonn does he mean ? —With whom * 
his soul long dwelt ? — Who was like him in this respect? 
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PSALM CXXI. 

This Psalnif like the xcist, contains an assurance of God's, 
protection of the righteousy^ and- was probably written by 
David concerning the Messiah. 



1 I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills : from whence 
Cometh my help. 

2 My help cometh even from 
the Lord : who hath made hea- 
ven and earth. 

3 He vnW not suffer thy foot 
to he moved : and he that keep- 
eth thee will not sleep. 

4 Behold, he that keepeth 
Israel : shall neither slumber 
nor sleep. 

5 The Lord himself is thy 



keeper : the Lord is thy defence 
upon thy right hand ; 

6 So that the sun shall not 
bum thee by day : neither the 
moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preser^^e 
thee from all evil : yea, it is 
even he that shall keep thy 
soul. 

8 The Lord shall preserve 
thy going out, and thy coming 
in : from this time forth for 
evermore. 



Ver, 1. / will lift^ <^c.] The first two verses may 
describe a pious Israelite on his way to worship at Jerusa- 
lem, or worshipping toward Jerusalem, when in a distant 
land, (1 Kings viii. 42 — 44. Dan, vi. 10,) or they may 
describe the resolution and confidence of David, when going 
forth to war. 

Ver, 3. thy foot to be moved ;] The Lord will cause thee, 
O righteous man, to stand firm ; no enemy shall supplant 
or remove thee. This verse, to the end, may be considered 
either as an address of David to the pious Israelite (ver. 1), 
or as addressed by the high priest to David, from the holy 
place. 

Ver, 5. thy right hand ;] Psalm cix. 30 ; ex. 5. 

Ver, 6. neither the moon by night,'] Neither shalt thou 
be injured by the keen cold air of the moonlight night : it 
means. Thou shalt be altogether protected and preserved, 
by day and by night : and it alludes to the Divine protec- 
tion afforded to Israel, by the pillar of a cloud by day, 
affording a refreshing shadow ; and by the pillar of fire by 
night, warming and enlightening. Numb, ix. 15 — 23. 

Ver, 7. from all evil ;] Either He shall turn it. aside, or 
tum.it to thy advantage. 

R 3 
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Fer. 8. thtf going out, ^c] God shall bless thee in all 
that thou undertakest mi doest, (JDeuU xxTiii. 2 — 6,) in 
thy goings forth to labour, and in thy comings in to rest, 
abiiaad mlat hone. 



In all our hardships and tronbles, all car difficulties and dan- 
gpn^ WD must "lift up our eyes" to the everlasting hills of the 
heavenly Sion, where is the throne of mercy, >and from whence 
alone cometh all cHirhdp. Jesus the Messiah, who was pro- 
teeted upon earth by Divine providence and power, until His 
** time was folly oome ; " and who after death, was raised again, 
and ascended into the heavens, now watches for the defence 
and preservation of His Church, and every member thereof. 
The poorest and weakest, who put their trust in Him, are as 
much the objects of His merciful care, as the richest and 
mightiest upon eaxtk ; and if they be unknown or despised by 
the world, they need not regard it, for the Maker and Ruler ol 
the world, who is their guardian and their friend, will ' keep 
from them all hurtful things, and^ve them all things profitable 
to their salvation.' He will keep their lives, as long as it is good 
for 4hen to be kept here ; and after^a fewnxnre .goings out and 
a 'few more comings in, a few more changes of labour and rest, 
of night and 'day. He wiH ** make them pfflars in the temple of 
God, and they shall go no more out ;'' and ^' there shall be no 
night there,'' and '"no need of the sun, neitiher of the moon, to 
alMwin it, icft tho glotyof 6od doth lighten it, and the Lunb 
is the lipfht thereof:'' "they shall rest from all thttr labour^ 
and their woriu do iellow them." JiMciii. 12; xzi. 2a«-35; 
3BV. 13, 

^msviONS. 

I will lift up mine qres— to What place ?— What hill ?— WK- 
ther shonld we lift our eyes?*— Why? — ^Thy foot to be moved? 
— Upon thy right hand ? — Explain ver. 6. — ^Thy going out and 
thy coming in^ 



PSALM CXXII. 

The joy of going up with the peepU to Jerusalem^ toworMp 

God and keep a holy feast* 

1 I was glad when they said 2 Gor feet shall stand m thy 
unto me : We will go into the gates : O Jerusalem. 



house of the Lord. 



3 Jerusalem is buOt aa 
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a eitf : that » at uniter in 
ilsdf. 

4 For thither the tnbes |fo 
nm .even the tribes of tbb Lord : 
to tettily unto hmAt to give 
thankft usio the name of- the 
Lwd. 

15 For there is the seat of 
jfadgemmt' : even the seat ctf 
tfageliouae of David. 

6 O pray for the peace of 



Jerusalem : they shall prosper 
that l^ire thee^ 

7 Peace be within thy waHe : 
and plenteottsaeas witAxin thy 
palaee«» 

8 For my brethren andootn- 
paBioii8''8i£e» : I will Mosh thee 
pvDsperity. 

9 Yea, because of the house 
of the Lord our God : I wiU 
seek to do thee good. 



Ver. 3. that is at unity «i ttoe(^.] Unity means oneness ; 
the buildiiigs of the city were idl in«8uch regular order aato 
be cne in appearance ; aid 'they were to be considered as a 
«tign, or*€9nhlein, of^the agreement and«uKon^Goil'(S>people 
with one ano^er. £^^ ii 19^— ^2 ; i^' 1*--^. 

Ver, 4. the tribes go t«p,] As the tribes of Isre^l did at* 
the three great feasts. Exod, xxiii. 14 — 17. — to testify 
unto Israel^ To set before the people the wonderful good- 
ness of the Lord toward them, and to remind them of it. 

Ver. 5. the seat ofjudyement :] The throne of govern- 
ment and law. 

Ver. 8, 9.] Here I>avid gives two reasons for his great 
desire of the prosperity of Jerusalem, — the good of his 
fusGfief and the glory of hss God. 



Great was the joy of an Isradite, when his brethren caObd 
upon him to accompany them, at some feast, to the temple at 
Jerusalem ; and great is the joy of every true Christiafn, when 
be is invited, in like manner, to celebrate the feasts of the 
Church : the birth, the resurrection, the ascension of his Lord. 
And great cause, indeed, have we in this country to be thankful 
that the bouse of God is brought so near to us: the Israelites 
had to perform long and wearisome journeys to join in their 
feasts ; and most of them saw their temple only three times in 
a year. We are always within reach of the temple of the Lord, 
and may ofier our spiritual sacrifice of prayer and praise every 
Lord's day ; and continually feast^ at the Lord's table, upon 
His righteous sacrifice. O that we may value such favours 
and Uesstngs ! Let vm pnty that we may ! Let us pray that 
tise fmit of onr great privil^es may appear in ovr lives ; that 
we may ** live as brethren," and thus uphold and do honoiar ta 
•or Sion; to that beloved Church, winch is 1km connBoii 
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parent of to raany benefits to ns, her adopted and ledeemed 
cbildfen ! WithcNit peace, the Chmch cuinoi proeper : God 
win not love or protect her, but will leave her to her enemSea, 
the chfldren of contention and hatred. Let us pray and labonr 
every day for the peace of the Chnrch, and every member of it r 
let ns beseech Almighty God ' to inspire contimully the nniver- 
sal Choreh with a spirit of tmth, umty, and concord ; to grant 
that all thej that do confess His holy name, may agree in the 
troth of His h(Aj word, and live in nnity and gocDy love.' And 
let us oorselves be cardfol, " if it be possible, as much as lietb 
in us, to live peaceably with all men.^'^Roai. sdi. 18. 

QUXSTIORS. 

l¥hat is the object of this Psalm ? — ^I was glad — ^when ?— At 
unity in itself? — The tribes go np ? — On what occasions ? — ^For 
what purposes? — ^The seat of jaogment? — ^For what should we 
pray ?^For what reasons did David desire the prosperity of 
Jerusalem? 



PSALM CXXIII. 



An expression of trust in Godj and prayer for deliverance 
from proud and oppressing foes. 



1 Unto thee lift I up mine 
eves : O thou that dwellest in 
the heavens. 

2 Behold, even as the eyes of 
servants look unto the hand of 



until he have mercy upon- 
us. 

3 Have mercy upon us, O 
Lord, have mercy upon us : for 
we are utterly despised. 



tbeir masters, and as the eyes 4 Our soul is filled with the 
of a maiden unto the hand of scornful reproof of the wealthy i 
her mistress : even so our eyes and with the despitefulness of 



wait upon the Lord our God, 



the proud. 



Ver. 2. until he have mercy'] Psalm xxvii. 16. Isa. 
XXV. 9. 

Fer, 4. the despitefulness] The contempt and perse- 
cution. Matt. v. 44. 



The servants of God, like other servants, if they are injured, 
and suffer violence, may expect help and protection from the 
Master, * whose cause they are faithfully serving.' Let them not 
harbour any spirit of malice or revenge ; let Uiem but leave their 
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cau^e with God and trust in His mercy, and He will afford them 
redress in His good time and way. But they must not expect 
to fare better than their Master did $ the world which hated Him, 
will hate them ; they wiW find a cross in their way ; and they 
must " take it up and follow him." They will have strength to 
bear it, as He had ; and they will find it to be their glory, as it 
was His. The Lord will " have mercy upon them " here in this 
world ; but especially will it be manifested on the latter day, 
when the proua shall be humbled, and the sensual shall be tor- 
mented ; when patient poverty shall inherit everlasting riches, 
and oppressed humility shall be exalted to a throne above the 
stars. " Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous-^ 
ness' sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Matt, v. 10. 

QUESTIONS. 

Unto whom did the Psalmist lift up his eyes ? — For what pur- 
pose]? — ^To what does he compare his waiting upon God? — 
What petition is twice repeated in this Psalm ? — With what was 
their soul filled ? — ^The despitefulness ? 



PSALM CXXIV. 

The Church describes her troubles^ and gives the glory of 

her salvation to the Lord, 



1 If tb e Lord himself had not 
been on our side, now may Is- 
rael say : if the Lord himself 
had not been on our side, when 
men rose up against us ; 

2 They had swallowed us up 
quick : when they were so 
wrathfidly displeasea at us. 

3 Yea, the waters had drown- 
ed us : and the stream had gone 
over our soul. 

4 The deep waters of the 



proud : had gone even over our 
soul. 

5 But praised be the Lord : 
who hath not given us over for 
a prey unto their teeth. 

6 Our soul is escaped even 
as a bird out of the snare of the 
fowler : the snare is broken and 
we are delivered. 

7 Our help standeth in the 
name of the Lord : who hath 
made heaven and earth. 



Ver. 2. quick :] They would have swallowed us up 
alive. See Psalm Iv. 16. 

Ver. 3. the waters'] Psalm xviii. 16; xl, 2. 

Ver. 5. a prey unto their teeth."] As lambs into the mouth 
of the wolf or the lion. 

Ver. 6. the snare is broken] When we seemed to be 
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tafacB, like a-btrd itt die sMwe, snd diey wete goiag-tolif 
bM, upon us, and thoc^t to destroy us, their pk>t fsfled, 
at that instant, and we were set free from their power. So 
was Christ delivered^ when the Jews thought themselves 
sure of His utter destructioii. 



The pTCssrvatioB of .Barid .aad .his paopfe is hen described liy 
four vary soiti^ -figaras ; iK is compondy 1. To the rescue <» 
men from sudden destmctkmy when die earth had opened to 
swsUow tiaein i^ 2, To a-narrow escape from drowninf , whm 
aH^wa6 ginBO wp isr lost. 3. To the snatching of a poor hsnb 
from the jaws of a ravenous wolf. 4. To the deliverance of a 
bird from the fowler's grasp, by the snare unexpectedly break- 
ing. In all these cases liberty and life are represented as being 
oblalned, not .by the power of the creature set free, but by means 
of some unlooked«for hctp. Thus are the righteous redeemed 
and saved from all their troubles, by the wonder-workdng power 
of God : His providence ordains the means of their safety ; and 
His grace coinforts them under every trial. But He frequently 
leaves them for a time in the greatest danger, in order that they 
may become thoroughly sensible of their own weakness, and 
their need of His help. '' Behold, we oome unto thee; for 
thou art the Lord our God. Truly in vain is salvation hoped 
ftNr from the hiHs, and from the multitude of mountains : tnily 
in the Lord our God is the sahratiofr of Israel." Jer. iii. 22, 23. 

QtiBVTioirs; 

^^tmioht Isfari: say!^Quick?-^17^^hen weald they haie 
awfi diow ed them upi?**-State Ihe four dii^rem figures by which 
David hese describes the deliverance of the rightsou&«-A4 piif 
wnto their teethi-«^In wfadt does our help «tsnd ? 



PSALM CXXV. 

God protects those who trust in Him, but He wiU forsake and 
fuwi9k*€»erf mfmthfid servant whofaUs away* 



1 They that nut their trust 
in the Lord shall beeven as the 
moQift Sion : wMch may not be 
lemoved, but standeth fast for 



% The hills stand about Je- 
rusalem : even so standedh the 
Lord round about his peq^> 
from this time forth for ever- 
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3 For the rod of the ungodly 
Cometh not into tbe lot (2 tlae 
righteous : lest the righteous 
put their hand unto wickedness. 

4 Do well, O Lord : unto 
those that are good and true of 
hcsft. 



5 As for such as turn 
back vnto their own wick* 
edness : the Lord shall lead 
them forth with the evil- 
doers ; btit peace shall be upon 
Israel. 



Ver. 3. the rod'\ The sceptre, the power* Thus Psalm 
ii. 9 ; xxiii. 4 ; ex. 2. — cometh not] Comes not, so as to 
remain. — into the lot] Into tbe inheritance. Josh, xviii. 10. 
The neaniog is, the power of the ungodly is not suffered to 
be fully exerdsed oJi»er tbe righteous ; lest by their coati^- 
niud Texattans, the righteous be tempted to fall, or to use 
some unworthy meaM/fbr their redress. 

Far. 4. that are good and true of heart.] That contimie 
faithfnl' under all their trials. 

Ver, 5. such as turn hack^ ^c] Thus E^eJh xviii, 24^ — 
26. Ileb. X. 38, 39* 



The ^loiTB of God for His people caA aera: fail ; His^meivy wul 
p>w»r are alway ready to be manifested for their protection. He 
18 'more ready to hear than we to pray, and wont to give more 
than either we desire or deserve :' but we nnist bear the true 
charactered His people, and fulfil the conditions of His covenant ; 
otherwise we have no gnnntd on which we may expect His f&» 
vtmr: they will be defended, who ''pat their trust iatheLord** 
willhoai datibt or oonqilainiag ; to them He will " do well,'' wh» 
are good and tnie of hcart> who love Him sincerely, and deava 
to Him stedfasthr, whatever may befal them. All those who 
thus confide in Him, and pray to Him» willbe effectually pre- 
served from the nower of the enemy : tempted they will be, 
s^icted they may ve, but not beyond what thev are able to bear : 
" as their days, so shsdl their strength be.'* But they who, like 
Deows, f oracke tho^ood way, " h»nmg loved this frreseat world," 
C^ TSm. ir. 10,) -mast not look for the cootiBaatioe'of God's pro* 
tection. They who "turn back to ^eir 4>wa wickedness,'* 
mast be mmbered with wicked doers^ " they crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame ;" 
"they do despite unto the Spirit o/grace.'' Heb, vi. 6 ; x. 29. 
T%e *' latter end is worse with them than the beginning : for it 
faftd been better for them not to have known the way ofirighte^ 
ottSMSB, tban, after they have known it> to tarn from tha 
aummaiidttient d^ivered." 2 Pet. ii, iX>*--22, 

&6 



372 The Hundred and Tiventy-sixth Psalm^ [27th Day. 

Xbening Eraser* 

PSALM CXXVI. 

The sang of a Jew, just delivered from captivity in Baht/' 
louj and praying with faith unto the Lord to complete His 
blessed purpose, 

great things for us sdready : 
whereof we rejoice. 

5 Turn our captivity, O Lord : 
as the rivers in the south. 

6 They that sow in tears : 
shall reap in joy. 

7 He that now ffoeth on his 
way weeping, and heareth forth 
good seed : shall doubtless come 
again with joy, and bring his 
sheaves with him. 



1 When the Lord turned 
again the captivity of Sion : 
then were we like unto them 
that dream. 

3 Then was our mouth filled 
with laughter : and our tongue 
with joy. 

3 Then said they among the 
heathen : The Lord hath done 
great things for them. 

4 Yea» the Lord hath done 



Ver, 1. of Sion :] Of the Jewish people. — like unto them 
that dream!j That Cyrus should issue a decree for the 
Jews to return to their own country, and to rebuild their 
city and temple ; that he should dismiss such a number of 
captives, not only " without money and without price," 
but even laden with presents, {Ezra i. 1 — 6,) this was the 
work of the Lord, who had foretold it by the mouth of His 
prophet. Isa, xliv. 28. And it was such a joyful and 
sudden change, so strange and unexpected at the time, that 
it seemed like a dream ; they could scarcely believe it to 
be true. — And this deliverance, like that from Egypt, is an 
emblem of our spiritual redemption from sin and death by 
Jesus Christ. 

Fer, S. they among the heathen ;] Even the very heathen 
were led to confess that the Lord had done great things for 
His people. Nehem, vi. 16. 

Fer. 5. Turn our captivity^] Complete, O Lord, the 
work which Thou hast begun ; turn our captive people to 
their own land. — as the rivers in the southJ] Just as the 
streams in the Southern Desert, which are empty in the 
dry season, are afterwards filled again for the refreshment 
of the thirsty land, so let our nation return to refresh and 
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restore their own deserted land and city. See Jer, xxx. 
xxxi. 

Ver, 6. that sow in tears : ^c] The return of the Jews 
from Babylon to Judea (a distance of many hundred miles) 
would be attended with great trouble and fatigue ; and a 
sad prospect lay before them after their return, for their 
city, and temple, and country were all in ruins : but still 
their labour would be little, when compared with their 
future joy ; even as a little seed sown produces a plentiful 
crop, and abundant sheaves of com. The same gracious 
promise extends to all the sorrows of every sincere Christian. 
Isa. xii. 1 — 3. John xvi. 22, 23. 



Here, O disciple of Jesus, even in this history of the Jews, 
behold an emblem of thy present labour, and thy future reward ! 
Thou sowest, perhaps, in tears ; thou doest thy duty amidst per- 
secution and affliction, sickness, paiu, and sorrow ; thou labour- 
est in the Church, and no account is made of thy labours ; no 
profit seems likely to arise from them. Nay, thou must thyself 
drop into the dust of death, and all the storms of that wmter 
must pass over thee, until thy form shall be perished* and thou 
shalt see corruption. Yet the day is coming when thou shalt 
reap in joy ; and plentiful shall be thy harvest. For thus thy 
blessed Master went forth weeping, a " man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief," bearing precious seed, and sowing it around 
Him, till at lengUi His own body was buried, like a grain of 
wheat, in the furrow of the grave. But He arose, and is now 
in heaven ; from whence He shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, with the voice of the archangel and the trump of God, 
"bringing his sheaves with him." Then shall every man receive 
the fruit of his works, and have praise of God. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the subject of this Psalm ? — ^The captivity of Sion ? — 
What were they like i — How like them that dream ? — What did 
the heathen say?— Turn our captivity? — As the rivers in the 
south ? — Explain ver. 6, 7*— Of what was this deliverance a sign 
or emblem ? 



PSALM CXXVII. 

The necessity of dependance upon God, and His blessing, in 
all- that we desire, and undertake, and do. 
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1 Except the Lord -build, the | 4 Lo, diildren and the frut 
honse : their labour is but lost of the womb : are an heritag[e 
that, build it. 



2 Except the Lord heep the 
city : the watchman waketh 
but in Tain. 

3 Iti8batlMtlaho«rthit>ye 
liute t0 rise- up early» and eo 
late take re8t.aiid«at liie bread 



and gift thatcometh of ^he Lord. 

5 Like as the arrows in the 
hand of the giatnt : eren so an 
tfaeyomg chfldren* 

6 Happy ie the nun thtt 
hsth his quiver fuUL of them : 
they shall not be ashamed when 

of carefulness : for so hegiveth they speak with their enemifls 
his beloved sleep. in the gate. 

Fer. 1. huild the house ;] Help and bless the buildmg. 

Ver, 3. lost labour, ^c."] It is in vain that ye take so 
much thought and pains, without looking to God for help ; 
without His help, ne care or labovr can be successful; 
and, with His h»p, less pains would be sufficient.—^ so 
he giveth, ^.] He gives to His beloved peopile a thne 
for sleep as well as a time for labour ; and so, " casting 
their burden upon the Lord," they take their rest, and yet 
proapen 

Ten 4. Lo, ekilthen, ■^c,'] This, like evety^tber desiied 
blessing, is to be considered as a gift from the Loi^ 

Ver. 5. Like M the arrcws, ^.] Bntilul children seive 
as means of delbnce to tbevr parents, like arrows in the 
hands of a nighty warrior. Tne Fsaihnist wrote in a time 
when tbeve wias mueh oontentioa and warface. 

f^n 6. his quiver full of theim.:'] Full of such wanff^: 
Imippy the man, in such times df >violenoe, who kad maqr 
diildren CO defied hSm. The ** qmver " is a ttmall case, or 
box, into which arrows are put. — intht ffatei] The court rf 
law and judgment was h^ld in the gate of the city : and 
some thmk it means, that the children would be ready to 
stand up and nnuntain the character of their parents, ia 
case of a lawsuit or trial. But it mss^ mean, that they 
need.not be afraid, even at the very wors^ wiien their ene* 
mies are at the gate of the city, and threatenii^ to enter* 
Gen. xxii. 17 ; xxiv. 60. These latter verses have caused 
this Psalm to be introduced into the Thanksgiving Service 
of women after child-biirth* 



undertafaiiig. 
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the labouFft of man to make them prosper ; no work can bring 
leal gpood without Him» and no design can miscarry under Hie 
favour and protection. Our own proper care and labour are 
necessary ; these are the means which God commande us to use, 
but the means are nothing without His blessing. We must be 
"not slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." 
•Rom. sii. 1 U Having'dotte our best, in the way ^ ouroalling, 
we must leave the matter with God, and not be overanxious. 
Such ie the meaning of om Lovd's precept, " Take no thought 
for the moRow.'' Matt. vL 34. Do your duty, and trust in 
God, " casting all your care upon him ; for he careth for you.'' 
1 Pet, V. 7* How many children of this world are overcharged 
with business and care, deprivin]g^ themselves of their needful 
rest : and all to no good purpose ! F^r less labour might have 
answered better, with diligent prayer to the Lord, and a humble 
reliance upon His blessing. In thy daily walk of life, in all thy 
concerns^ and all thy employments, ** commit thy way unto the 
Lord, and ^mt thy trust in him, and he shall bring it to pass.'* 
PMlm xzxvii. 5« 

aoxsTioifa. 

Bnild the house ?•— 'When, is th&labourlost ? — ^When does- the 
watchman wake in vain ?-«>£xplain ver. 3.-^What are children 
like ?-»-How like arrowsi — ^iver, full of what ? — ^Wbat does 
this mean ?— In the ^te ?^Wbat do weleacn horn, this Psalm i 
-«0n what occasion is it used ? 



PSALM CXXVIIL 

On the hhsstnffs which are poured upon the head qfthe 

righteous, 

branches : round about thy 
table. 

5 Lo, dins shall the man be 
blessed : that feareth the Lord. 

6 The Lord from out of Sion 
shall so bless thee : that thou 
shall see Jerusalem in pro^- 
rity all thy life long. 

7 Yea, that thou shall see 
thy children's children : and 
peace upon Israel. 

Ver. 2. For thou, 4*c.] Thou, whoever thou art,^ that 



1 Blessed are all they that 
fear the Lord : and walk in his 
wsya. 

2 For thou shall eat the la- 
bours of thine hands : O well 
is thee, and happy shalt thou 
be. 

3 Thy wife shall be as the 
fruitful vine : uponthewalI»of. 
tbine house. 

4 Thy children like the olive- 
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fearest the Lord, &c. — the lahours of thine hands :] The 
fruit of thy labour. Isa. Ixv. 22. — well is thee,'] Well art 
thou. 

Ver. 4.] Thy children round thy table shall be flourish- 
ing like the branches of the olive-tree. 

Fer. 6. Jerusalem in prosperity'] Every true believer must 
rejoice greatly in the prosperity of the Church ; because a 
blessing upon the Church spreads itself to all the members 
thereof: and the welfare of our brethren is the best and 
purest source of earthly joy. 3 John, ver. 2 — 4. The pro- 
mises in this Psalm render it appropriate for the Marriage 
Service of the Church, in which it is used. 



Worldly blessinffs and comfort are not the only, nor the chief* 
reward of faith and piety, but they are most commonly one of its 
rewards. Seek ye " first the kingdom of God and his righte- 
ousness ; and all these things shall be added unto you." Matt 
vi. 33. " Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come." 1 Tim, 
iv. 8. Often, indeed, worldly comforts are denied or taken 
away ; but it is onlv that more valuable blessings may be in* 
creased and securea — the blessing and consolation of God's 
grace, and the riches of His heavenly kingdom. Matt. xix. 29- 
If the righteous man is favoured with temporal possessions 
or joys, he accepts them as the shadows of those which are 
eternal; if they are denied, he remembers that they are bnt 
shadows, and are therefore denied, that he may fix his thoughts 
and affections more firmly upon the enduring and everlasting 
sabstance in heaven. Jehovah, having blessed us in His Church 
upon earth, will bless us with the vision of His immortal glory: 
we shall see the glory of the New Jerusalem — the wealth, beauty, 
and majesty, of that holy city : we shall see the generations of 
the faithful walking in the light of it, enjoying that " rest which 
remaineth for the people of God.'' 

QUESTIONS. 

Who are blessed ?— Eat the labours ?— Well is thee ?— Exphun 
ver. 4. — The Lord shall so bless thee that thou shalt see— 
what ? — ^Why should we delight in the prosperity of the Church ? 
— ^What is promised in this Psalm i 
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PSALM CXXIX. 



The Church declares herself to have been often afflicted 
and as often preserved, and foretels the downfal of her 



enemies, 

1 Many a time have they 
fought against me from my 
youth up : may Israel now say ; 

2 Yea, many a time have 
they vexed me from my youth 
up : hut they have not prevailed 
against me. 

3 The plowers plowed upon 
my hack : and made long fur- 
rows. 

4. But the righteous Lord : 
hath hewn the snares of the 
ungodly in pieces. 

5 Let them he confounded 



and turned backward : as many 
as have evil will at Sion. 

6 Let them be even as the 
grass growing upon the house- 
tops : which withereth afore it 
be plucked up ; 

7 Whereof the mower filleth 
not his hand : neither he that 
bindeth up the sheaves his 
bosom. 

8 So that they who go by 
say not so much as, The Lord 
prosper you : we wish you good 
luck in the name of the Lord. 

Ver, 1. have they] Have my enemies. — from my youth 
up ;] Ever since I was chosen of God and became a 
Church; the people of God have suffered wrong in all 
ages, even from the death of Abel until now : but perhaps 
it may point especially to the beginning, the infancy we 
may say, of the Church of Israel in Egypt. ** When Israel 
^as a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
%ypt." Hosea xi. 1. 

Ver, 3. The plowers plowed, S^cJ] My stripes are like 
the furrows made in the ground by plowing. 

Ver. 5. Let them he, <^c.] They shall be ; it is a pro- 
phecy. 

Ver. 6. growing upon the house-tops :"] Such grass, 
having no depth of earth, very soon dies. 

Ver. 7. Whereof the mower, ^c] The figure is this : 
The ungodly, instead of flourishing like a cornfield, which 
IS reaped and gathered and blessed by the passers-by in 
harvest {Ruth ii. 4), shall be like this worthless grass, 
which is never gathered and never blessed by any body. 

Ver. 8. good luclc] Good fortune, a good time. In the 
Bible Version it is, ** We bless you.** 



Affliction is nothing new to the people of God : the world. 
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which hates, will hindnr and oppese then : but they have no 
reason to fear; for truly did bt. John say to the brethren, 
** Ghrealer is he tfaiA is in you, then he that is in the woMJ* 
1 John iv* 4. Like the baui which Moses beheld in the desert,, 
the Church has ** burned with fire," but is not consumed ; and 
for the same reason, because God is in the midst of her. Bxod. 
iii. 2. He, who took onr nature upon Him, was idso afflicted 
" from His youth,'* but His enemies *' preraHed not against*' 
Him in the end. And, therefore, let every one be encociraged 
to trust in '* the ri|B;htBons Lord,'" who will conttnue to bless 
His faithful servants, as He has alwaj's done. The Charch of 
God and of Christ standeth "stedfast and immoveable;^ but 
where are all the mighty nations which of old sought her roin ? 
they are swept away, and known no more ; they have fi^ed of 
themselves, like the bad grass without root, which is collected 
only to be buraed. But the seed of the righteous remaineth for 
evermore; the Lord of theharvest sustainsand preserves them ; 
and in ** the time of harrest," He will say uttto the restpers, the 
blessed angels, ''Gather the wheat into my bsm." Jfitff. 
xiii. 30 — 39. 

QVHsmons* 

Who have fought against Israeli — How long? — ^Haveihey 
prevailed? — Why not? — ^The plowers plowed? — ^Furrowr?— •• 
Let them be, &c. ?^-Let'them be as grass, of whsX kind ?— &c^ 
plain the figure here used.— 'Refer to the passage in Rvdv 
which spaidcs of the blessing in time of harvest.— 'What shatt be 
done with the grass at last ? — What with the wheat ?-«£zpkttn 
this by the parable in St. Matthew. 



PSALM CXXX. 

This is the sixth penitential Psalm, written in a time of 
troubie, and expressing a eor^denee in the Lord for hidp. 
It is used in the sermoe-cf the Church on Ash- Wednesday* 

4 For there is mercy with 
thee : therefore shalt thou be 
feared. 

5 I look for the Lord ; my 
sesd'-doth wait for him : ia his 
word is my trust. 

6 My soul fleeth mto the 
Lord : before the morning 
watch, I say, before the mom- 
ing watch. i . 



1 Out of the deep have I 
called unto thee, O Lord : 
Lord, hear my voice. 

2 O kt thine ears consider 
well : the voice of my con* 
plaint. 

3 If thou. Lord, wilt be ex- 
treme to mark what is done 
amiss : O Lord, who may abide 
U? 



. _j 
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7 O Israel, trust ID the Lord, I 8 And be shall redeem Is-* 
f«r with the Lord there is rael : from -all his sins, 
mercy : and with \am is pkn- 
teoos redeiBiptioB. 

Ver. 1. Out of the deep] The deep waters of affliction. 
Psalm xvii. 16 ; cxxiv. 4. 

Ver, 3. unit be extreme t& war*] If Thoa wilt marie every 
thing as an object of severest punishment. 

Fer. 4. shalt tkou he feared,] Shalt Thou be reve- 
renced and served. If God were not merciful, the offender 
would have no encouragement to turn to Him, and might 
sin on in despair ; but under the assurance of pardon and 
acceptance, he is led tiai repent and seek God's favour, and 
to serve Him the more earnestly from a grateful sense of 
His undeserved goodness^ Isaiah Iv. §^9. Rom. ii. 4. 
1 John L 8, 9. 

Ter. 6. the morning watch^] Ste Psalm cxix», 19th por- 
tion, ver. 147» 148. 

Ver. 7. plenteous redemption^ This is exactly the 
hugnitge of the Gospel i this the very office and work of 
Jttus, and the remtm of Mis name : *' Thou shah call bi» 
name Jesus : for he shall save his people from their sins." 
Matt. i. 21. 

Ver, 8. from all his sins,] From the guilt and punish- 
ni«nt of them. 



l^ere is no depth of misery from which the Lord eannot, 
&m from which lie will not; raise the soul that waiteth for 
Him : from the "lowest pit'' of distress^ from the gates of hell, 
^om the borders of the grave, and at length from the grave 
itself. He will have compassion on all our infirmities, and all 
om: sins. " For we have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
beJtfly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need." Heb. iv. 15, 16. Happy 
then are they who seek Him, in His own appointed way, by re- 
penting and believing on His name : all who so seek are sure to 
^d Him, and the door of forgiveness will be opened to them. 
But they who will not be moved by His love, nor partake of His 
proffered morcy, must be left to perish ; *' they have no cloak for 
^hdrsin." From such 'hardness of heart, ^d Lord, deliver 
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Bs ;' lest Tbj neglected and abased mercy be turned into wntli. 
Blessed Jesos, 1^ ns look and wait for Tliee, day by day, wifta 
longing desire ; that thou mayest '* redeem ns m>m all iniqiiitf, 
and pnrify ns to thyself, a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." TitetiL 13,14. 

QUESTIONS. 

Out of the deep ? — ^Extreme to mark ? — Therefore shalt Thou 
be feared? — Before the morning watch? — Why should Israel 
trust in the Lord ? — ^What do you mean bv plenteous redemp- 
tion? — From all his sins? — show how tnis agrees with the 
Gospel. 



PSALM CXXXL 

An exercise of humiliti/ and resi^/nation to the will of God, 

1 Lord, I am not high- ; keep it low, like as a child that 
minded : I have no proud is weaned from his mother : 
looks. yea, my soul is even as a 

2 I do not exercise myself in weaned child. 

great matters : which are too 4 OIsrael^trastintheLord: 
high for me. from this time forth for. ever- 

3 But I refrain my soul, and more. 

Ver, 1. I am not high-minded :] David had been accused 
of aiming at the throne, and wishing to overthrow Saul : 
here he declares before God that he had no such lofty 
notions. 

Fer. 3. refrain my soul,'} Keep it in, " as it were with 
a bridle." Psalm xxxix. 2. — as a weaned child.'] Which 
has lost its proper food, but still humbly depends upon its 
mother for support. So do I, in my state of privation and 
want, submit myself to the Lord's dealings, and entirely 
depend upon His tender mercy. Such was the humble 
resignation of the Lamb of God to the will of His heavenly 
Father, under the severest dispensations, under all His load 
of sorrows. 



The grace of God will teach us to submit quietly to every cir- 
cumstance and condition, in which the Lord mav be pleased to 
place us, and to care verj' little about any worldly honours or 
enjoyments ; having acquired a relish for heavenly things, the 
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soul is weaned even from those objects which it was once most 
foud of, and finds pleasure only in its humble submission to the 
God of wisdom and of love. '' Seekest thou great things for 
thyself? Seek them not.'' Jer, xlv. 5. "I have learned/' 
says the Apostle, " in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound : every where and in all things I am instructed, both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. - 1 
can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me." 
Phil. iv. 11 — 13. Our Lord has taught us the lesson of humi* 
lity both by precept and example ; by precept, " Learn of me ;" 
by example, ** for I am meek and lowly in heart." Matt. xi. 
29. '* And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them, and said. Verily I say unto you. Except ye 
be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall hum- 
ble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the king* 
dom of heaven." Matt, xviii. 2 — 4. 



QUESTIONS. 

What did David declare that he was not ? — In what did he 
not exercise himself? — Refrain my soul ? — Like what ? — What 
does this Psalm teach us ? — How did Jesus teach the lesson of 
humility ? 



THE TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 



horning iPraser* 
PSALM cxxxn. 

A Psalm composed, as many think , by Solomon, when the 
ark was taken to its resting-place (ver. 8,) in the temple, 
'1 Kings viii. 1 — 6. Both the ark and the temple, in which 
the presence of God dwelt, were signs or types of Christ, in 
whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, (Col. 
ii. 9,) and therefore this Psalm is suitable for Christmas 
Day. See also ver, 11, 12. 



1 Lord, remember David : 
'and all his trouble; 

2 How he sware unto the 
Lord : and vowed a vow unto 

' the Almighty God of Jacob ; 



3 I will not come within the 
tabernacle of mine house : nor 
climb up into my bed ; 

4 I will not suffer mine eyes 
to sleep, nor mine eyelids to 
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•himber : ncitfaertlMterapleaof 
my head to take any rest; 

5 Until I fiad out a [daee for 
the temple of tiie Lord : an 
habitation for the mighty God 
of Jacob. 

6 ho, we heard of the aame 
at Ephrata : and fomdit in the 
wood. 

7 We wiU.|(o into his taber- 
nacle : and fall low on our knees 
before his footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lord, into thy 
resting-place : thou, and the 
ark of thy strengUi. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed 
with righteousness : and letthy 
saints sing with joyfulness. 

10 For thy servant David's 
sake : turn not away the pre- 
sence of thine anohited. 

11 The Lord hath made a 
faithful oath unto David : said 
he shall not shrink from it; 



13 If ^y ehildren will keep 
my covenant, and my testimo- 
nies that I shall learn them : 
then: ehildren shall also sit npoa 
thy seat for evermore. 

14 For the Lord hath chotea 
l^on to be an habitation for 
himself : he hath longed for 
her. 

15 Thirshall be my nst for 
ever : here will I dweU, for I 
have a ddight therein, 

16 I will blesa her victoab 
with increase : and will satisff 
her poor with bread. 

17 I will dedc her prissls 
with health : and her satntsshall 
rejoice and sing. 

18 There shall I make the 
horn of David to flourish : I 
have ordained a lantern for 
mine anointed. 

19 As for his enemies, I 
shall clothe them with j^ame : 
but upon himself shall his 
crown flourish. 



12 Of th^ fruit of thy body : 
shall I set upon thy seat. 

Ver, 1. all his trouble :"] His coocem and search for the 
ark which was lost. 1 Chron, xiii. 1 — 4. 

Ver, 2. How he sware — and vowed] No mention is 
made in Scripture of any such particular oath or vow. 
But we read of David's uneasiness at the thought of his 
dwelling in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God was 
meanly lodged. 2 Sam, vii. 2. 

Ver, 3. the tabernacle'] The dwelling'-place. 

Ver. 4. mine eyes to sleep.] He seems to have declared 
this resolution on some morning. 

Ver, 6. of the same] Of the ark which was lost, 9er. 1. 
We have no aceount of this report in the history.— '«< 
Ephrata :] At Bethlehem, {Gen. xxxv. 16,) the city of 
David, where Christ was born. Micah v. 2. MaU. ii. 6. 
— in the wood.] The ark was found at Kirjath-jearinif 
(1 Chron. xiii. 5, 6,) the name of which place signifies 
**^ the city of the woods.*' 

Ver. 8. Arise, ^cJ] Numb. x. 36, 36. See on Psalm 
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Ixviii. 1 . This verse aad ver. 9, 10, were used by Solomon 
in his prayer at the consecration of the temple. 2 Ckron. 
yi. 41, 42. This gives us reason to> suppose that Solomon 
was the audior of the Psalm. 

Ver, 9. he clothed with righteousness ;] Let their beauti- 
ful garments be the true signs of a righteous character, and 
of holiness within. 

Ver, 10.] For the sakie of Thy servant David my £Either, 
tnni^ not away Thy face (refuse not tbepcayer) of me. Thine 
anointed servant, his son» 

Ver. 11. a faithful oath"] 2 Sam, vii. 12. This is 
expressly applied by St. Peter to Jesus Christ. Acts ii. 30. 
It foreshows that Christ, springing from David according 
to the flesh, should he the Lord of that kingdom of righte- 
ousness, whidi the seat, or thcthrone, of David represented. 
Luke u 32, 33. 

Ver, 13. my testvmonies'] My laws and ordinances. 
JPsakn xiis^. 7. 

Ver, 15—18.] These are the words of Jehovah. 

Ver. 17. with health :] With saving health, with righte- 
ousness and salvation. Ver, 9. Psalm cxix. 166, -2 1st 
portion. 

Ver, 18. the horn] The power and kingdom of David. 
Psalm xviii. 1. — a lantern] A lamp, a light : " I will make 
my Anointed to prosper and rejoice." It may allude to the 
lamp in the tabernacle, which was kept always burning 
{Exod, xxvii. 20) ; just so, " the candle " of David, the 
light of his people's prosperity, should never be put out. 
Psalm xviii. 28, 



God wilt always bless our desire and endeavour to promote 
His honour and glory : the object may not be answered ext^et^y 
in Ihe way we expected, bujt He will bring good out of every 
cave and labour in His holy service. The poorest person in the 
^rld, who serves God in his family or amongst his friends and 
neighbours, shall " not lose his reward." Though his exertions 
be slighted^ and his advice refused, yet his lamp shall shine 
in the darkness, and all shall see, and some shall admire, his 
blessedness. Whatever we see needful in the way of our duty, 
whether for the glory of God, or for the good of our fellow-crea- 
tures^ or for our own salvation, that let us always resolve to do 
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without the least delay — ** to-day, while it ia called to-day." 
Oar time is unoertain, and may he very short : and God requires 
all our diligence. A Saviour is indeed provided for us : *' the 
faithful oath unto David " has been strictly kept and fulfilled^ 
but we must also remember " to keep his covenant and his 
testimonies :" if we would have the benefit of His sacrilice» we 
must be clothed with righteousness ; if we would inherit the 
blessings of His kingdom, we must be His humble and obedient 
subjects : and give all our time, all we are and all we have, 
to His great and glorious service. His saints, and none but Hk 
saints, have cause to '' rejoice and sing ;" and they shall *' sing 
the song of the Lamb " for ever, with the holy angels, in His 
heavenly habitation. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did David swear and vow ?^Heard of the same—of 
what ? — And where ? — Found it in the wood ? — Let Thy priests 
be clothed — with what ? — How were they commonly clothed^' 
— Explain ver. 10.— What was the Lord's faithful oath to 
Davia ? — Of whom is it spoken ? — ^Where is it explained ?^ 
Show the meaning of ver. 12. — Upon what condition was the 
kingdom of David to be continued ? — Her priests with health? 
— ^The Son of David ? — A lantern ?— For whom ? — ^Why is this 
Psalm read on Christmas Day ? 



PSALM CXXXIIL 

The praise of love and peace in Israel. The early Chris^ 
Hans used this Psalm to give thanks for the union of Jews 
and Gentiles ; and while the Church lasts, it will ever he 
used where Christian love abounds, 

1 Behold how good and 
joyful a thing it is : bre- 
thren, to dwell together in 
unity ! 

2 It is like the precious 
ointment upon the head, that 
ran down unto the beard : 
even unto Aaron's beard, and 

Fer, 1 . in unity .'] In one tnind and one spirit. 

Fer, 2. the precious ointment^ Made of the richest per- 
fumes. Exod, XXX. 22 — 33. — to the skirts of his clothiny,] 
To the hem of his garment. 



went down to the skirts of his 
clothing. 

3 Like as the dew of Her- 
mon ; which fell upon the hiU 
of Sion. 

4 For there the Lord pro- 
mised his blessing : and life 
evermore. 
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Ver, 3. Herman ;] A very fruitful hill mentioned BeiiU 
iii. 8. — of SionJ\ If it means Mount Sion, on which Jeru- 
salem was built, we must say, *' and like the dew which 
fell upon the hill of Sion." But it may mean that Sion 
" which was Hermon." Deut, iv. 48. 

Ver* 4, For there'] That is on Mount Sion, as is com- 
monly supposed, from which both spiritual and eternal 
blessings came forth. But some think, that '* for there" 
means " there in the dwellings of love," intimating a pro- 
mise of blessedness to them who love one another. 



As the holy oil, poured on the head of the high-priest Aaron 
spread all around its sweet perfumes, so does the holy love of 
Christians, coming forth from their Head and High-priest, Christ 
Jesus, spread itself to all whom it reaches in spirit and in truth, 
^o praise can e^ual the excellence of Christian love ; it is the 
fruit of the Spirit, the image of Christ ; it comes from heaven, 
and makes earth like heaven ; for *' God is love, and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him." 1 John 
iv. 16. Charity, or love, is * the very bond of peace and of all vir- 
tues ;' for he that loveth his brother, will do him no wrong in 
any way, but will rejoice to do him all the good in his power ; 
therefore does the Apostle truly declare, that " love is the fulfil- 
ling of the law," Bjom, xiii. 10. Yet we must ever remember, 
that the love of one another is not only delightful and excellent, 
but absolutely necessary for every believer, as a proof of his 
being a true Christian. Our blessed Lord has said, " By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another." John\\\\, 35. But this, like every other "good 
gift, is from above" (James i. 17) ; and therefore we must hum- 
bly beseech our blessed Lord ' to send his Holy Ghost, and 
pour into our hearts this most excellent gift of charity ;' that so 
we may be prepared for the goodly fellowship of saints and 
angels m heaven, where all is love ; where all our kind affections 
and all the happiness which flows from them, shall be perfected 
in " life for evermore." 1 Cor, xiii. 

QUESTIONS. 

"What is good and joyful ? — Unity ? — What is true love like ? 
—To whom does it make us like ? — What does it lead us to 
fulfil ?— Who has commanded it ?— In what words ? — In what 
will it end ? 



386 The Hundred and Thirty-ftmrik Psalm. [28tli Day. 



PSALM CXXXIV. 

An exhortation to the praise of God^ and a prayer for His 

blessing. 



1 Behold now, praise the 
Lord : all ye aenrants of the 
Lord; 

2 Ye that by night stand in 
the house of the Lord : even in 
the courts of the house of our 
God. 



3 Lift up your hands in 
the sanctuary : and praise tbe 
Lord. 

4 The Lord that made hea- 
ven and earth : give thee bless- 
ing out of Sion. 



Ver. 1 — 3.] TheLevites attended at the temple day and 
night, in their regular courses, (1 Chron, ix. 33,) and these 
three verses are supposed to have been addressed by saipe 
of them, on coming out at night, to the others who remained 
-within on duty. — the sanctuary ;] The holy place, the 
temple. 

Ver. 4.] This verse was the answer of the party within 
the temple, who be^ed a blessing upon the head of those 
that admonished them. 



The praise of God in His Church, even upon earth, never 
ceases ; as one goes to rest, another takes up the holy and 
delightful theme : let us never fail to bear our part, willingly 
and gladly, in this exalted work; let us account it as our 
greatest privilege and honour. Let us, moreover, encourage 
one another in the grateful performance of this duty, and be 
thankful to every one who stirs us up to the faithful remem- 
brance of it ; esteeming him as our kindest monitor, and im- 
ploring a blessing upon him for his pious love towards us. Let 
children bless their parents, and scholars their teachers, and 
people their ministers, and all bless their neighbours, for such 
friendly offices and warnings. Praise is the happy employment 
of angels; and, ere long, all the true servants of God shall praise 
Him m the sanctuary above, and bless His name, and be^blessed 
in Him, without interruption, and without end. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the subject of this Psakn ? — Who should praise the 
Lord ? — Where should they li^t up their hands ? — ^Wnat duties 
are we taught in this Psalm ? 
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PSALM CXXXV. 

A general form of thanksgiving for God*s great mercies to 

His people Israel. 



1 O praise the Lord, laud 
ye the name of the Lord : 
praise it> O ye servants of t^e 
Lord; 

2 Ye that stand in the house 
of the Lord : in the courts of 
the house of our God. 

3 O praise the Lord, for 
the Lord is gracious : O sing 
praises unto his name, for it is 
lonely. 

4 For -why? the Lord hath 
chosen Jacob unto himself : 
and Israel for his own posses- 
sion. 

5 For I know that the Lord 
is great : and that our Lord is 
above all gods. 

6 Whatsoever the Lord 
pleased, that did he in heaven, 
and in earth : and in the sea, 
and in all deep places. 

7 He bringeth forth the 
clouds from we ends of the 
world : and sendeth forth light- 
nings with the rain, bringing 
the winds out of his treasures. 

8 He smote the first-bom 
of Egypt : both of man and 
beast 

9 He hath sent tokens and 
wonders into the midst of 
thee, O thou land of Egypt : 
upon Pharaoh, and all his ser- 
vants. 

10 He smote divers nations : 
and slew mighty kings ; 



1 1 Sehon king of the Amo- 
rites, and Og the king of Ba- 
san : and all the kingdoms of 
Canaan; 

12 And gave their land to be 
an heritage : even an heritage 
unto Israel his people. 

13 Thy name, O Lord, en- 
dureth for ever : so doth thy 
memorial, O Lord, from one 
generation to another. 

14 For the Lord will avenge 
his people : and be gracious 
unto his servants. 

15 As for the images of the 
heathen, they are out silver 
and gold : the work of men's 
hands. 

16 They have mouths, and 
speak not : eyes have they, but 
they see not. 

17 They have ears, and yet 
they hear not : neither is there 
any breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are 
like unto them : and so are all 
they that put their trust in 
them. 

19 Praise the Lord, ye house 
of Israel : praise the Lord, ye 
house of Aaron. 

20 Praise the Lord, ye house 
of Levi : ye that fear the Lord, 
praise the Lord. 

21 Praised be the Lord out 
of Sion : who dwelleth at Je- 
rusalem. 



Ver. 1. land ye. '] Praise ye. 

Ver, 2. Ye that stand, 4*^*] Ye ministers of His, espe- 
cially. 

s 2 
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Fer. 3.] Here are two reasons for the work of praise. 
First, the goodness of the Lord ; secondly, the pleasantness 
of the service. 

Fer. 4.] A third reason is here given : because Israel 
was God's own people, chosen for this very purpose. Devt. 
vii. 6 — 8. St. Peter sets forth the duty of Christians to 
praise God upon the same ground. 1 Pet, ii. 9, 10. 

Fer, 5.] A fourth reason was the greatness and power 
of God, who was able to protect His people, and to destroy 
the foolish idols of their mightiest enemies. 

Fer, 6. Whatsoever, ^c.j God made all things as He 
pleased, and governs all things as He pleases ; the great 
Creator and absolute Sovereign of the whole world. 

Fer. 7. from the ends of the world :] From farther than 
we can see. Jer, x. 13 ; xiv. 22. Job xxxviii. 22 — 28. 

Fer. 8. He smote, ^c] Exod, xii. 12. 29. 

Fer, 9. tokens and wonders'] Wonderful tokens, signs of 
His wonderful power. Exod, vii. xv. 

Fer, 10. divers'] Different. 

Fer, 11. Sehon, S^c] Numb. xxi. 21. 35. Deut, ii. 30 
— 33; iii. 1 — 10. — of Canaan ;] Josh. x. — xii. 

Fer, 12. an heritage ;] A possession. 

Fer, 13. thy memorial,'] The keeping up a remem- 
brance of what Thou hast done ; the celebration of Thy 
praise. 

Fer, 14. will avenge] Will deliver His people ; will see 
them righted, as w^e say. 

Fer, 15. the images] The idols, or false gods. For ver. 
15 — 18, see Psalm cxv, 4 — 8. 

Fer, 21. out of Sion :] Psalm 1. 2. 



How sad it is, that we should need so much encouraging to 
praise our God ; and yet, after all, be so neglectful as we often 
are, in this most reasonable, delightful, and glorious service I 
To the Lord we owe our being, and every thing we have in life : 
He has made us, and he has preserved us to this hour. And 
in this respect, it is true, all the people of the earth have reason 
to be thankful, as well as ourselves. Yet is there another 
ground, on which we have far greater reason than most other 
people, for praise and gratitude to the God of mercy; in that 
He has "chosen us unto himself;" that we have been bom and 
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brought up in a Chnstian land, that we are ' members of Christ, 
children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven ;' that 
we are members of " the Church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood." Acts xx. 28. And unless we for- 
feit our blessing, and right of membership, deeply sensible shall 
we be of the Lord's inestimable loving-kindness to our souls. 
Though the tokens and wonders wrought for Israel were very 
great, and though the heritage bestowed upon Israel was rich 
and valuable ; yet these were but feeble shadows of what He 
has done for us. If then, to neglect the praise of God were a 
reproach to Israel, what a crime must it be in us ! O let us 
pour out our hearts before Him ; let us rejoice in every oppor- 
tunity of praising His Holy Name ; yea, let our whole life be one 
continued act of devout thanksgiving to our Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier : to whom be all honour and glory, world without 
end. 

QUESTIONS. 

Laud? — What reasons are here given for praising God, ver. 
3 — 5 ? — ^Tokens and wonders ? — Divers ? — An heritage ?— Thy 
memorial ? — Will avenge, &c.? — ^The images of the heathen ? 



PSALM CXXXVI. 



A Hymn of praise and thanksgiving, with a chorus in each 



verse. 



1 O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is gracious : and 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 O give thanks unto the 
God of all gods : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

3 O thank the Lord of all 
lords : for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

4 Who only doeth great 
wonders : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. 

5 Who by his excellent wis- 
dom made the heavens : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

s 



6 Who laid out the earth 
above the waters : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

7 Who hath made great 
lights : for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

8 The sun to rule the day : 
for his mercy endureth for 
ever; 

9 The moon and the stars to 
govern the night : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

10 Who smote Egypt with 
their first-born : for his mercy 
endureth for ever ; 

3 
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11 And brought out Israel 
from among them : for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; 

12 With a mighty hand, and 
stretched-out arm : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

13 Who divided the Red Sea 
in two parts : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever ; 

14 And made Israel to go 
through the midst of it : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

15 But as for Pharaoh and 
his host, he overthrew them in 
the Red Sea : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

16 Wholedhispeople through 
the wilderness : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

17 Who smote great kings : 
for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

18 Yea, and slew might v 
kings : for his mercy enduretn 
for ever ; 

19 Sehon king of the Amo- 



rites : for his mercy endureth 
for ever ; 

20 And Og the king of Ba- 
san : for his mercy endureth 
for ever ; 

21 And gave away their land 
for an heritage : for his mercy 
endureth forever. 

22 Even for an heritage unto 
Israel his servant : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

23 Who remembered us 
when we were in trouble : for 
his mercy endureth for ever ; 

24 And hath delivered us 
from our enemies : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

25 Who giveth food to all 
flesh : for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

26 O give thanks unto the 
God of heaven : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

27 O give thanks unto the 
Lord of lords : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 



Ver. 2. the God of all gods :] High above the heathen 
idols, as well as all that are called gods, whether among 
men or angels. Psalm Ixxxii. 1 — 6 ; xcvii. 9. Eph. i. 20, 
21. 

Ver. 4. Who only] God works alone, by Himself; and 
all creatures work by His power. 

Ver» 6. the earth above the waters ;] Making it to stand 
out above the waters, and let the dry ground appear. 
2 Pet. iii. 5. Thus, in the second commandment, we read 
of ** the waters under the earth." Exod. xx. 4. 

Fer. 7—9.] See Gen. i. 14—19. 

Ver. 10 — 15.] Exod. xii. — xiv. 

Ver. 16.] Numb, xxxiii. 

Ver. 17 — 22.] See on Psalm cxxxv. 11, 12. 

Ver. 25. food to all flesh :] Not only to us His peculiar 
people, but to all mankind. Psalm civ. 15. 27. 
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We are so entirely indebted to the Lord's undeserved mercy, 
that we should never be weary in repeating our sense of it : no 
one, indeed, who does feel it, can ever be thus weary ; our best 
delight will always be to praise the goodness of our God. In all 
His works of creation and providence, in every display of His 
majesty and power, we behold His mercy shining forth, and 
casting a light and glory upon all. Blessed be His name who 
hath " done greater wonders" for our redemption, than He did 
for Israel of old ; having provided salvation for us through His 
eternal Son, and revealed it in His holy word. May we expe- 
rience His redeeming power in our hearts ; that " being saved 
from our enemies, we may serve him without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before him all the days of our life !*' Lvke i. 
67 — 75. And may He, who " giveth food to all flesh," feed our 
souls with *' the bread which coraeth down from heaven ;" that 
80 we may be animated and enabled to praise Him, " because 
he is good^ and because his mercy endureUi for ever 1" 

QUESTIONS. 

O give thanks— why ? — God of all gods ? — Who only doeth, 
&c. ? — By what did God make the heavens ? — ^The earth above 
the waters? — Made great lights? — What are they?— Where 
have we an account of their creation ? — What is the chorus of 
this Psalm ? 



PSALM CXXXVII. 

The mournful state of Israel, when captive in Babylon ; the 
enemies of Jerusalem shall he destroyed. 



1 By the waters of Babylon 
we sat down and wept : when 
we remembered thee, O Sion. 

2 As for our harps, we hang- 
ed them up : upon the trees 
that are therein. 

3 For they that led us away 
captive required of us then a 
song, and melody, in our hea- 
viness : Sing us one of the 
songs of Sion. 

4 How shall we sing the 
Lord's song : in a strange 
land? 

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusa- 
lem : let my right hand forget 
her cunning. 

s 



6 If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth : yea, if I 
prefer not Jerusalem in my 
mirth. 

7 Remember the children of 
Edom, O Lord, in the day of 
Jerusalem : how they said, 
Down with it, down with it, 
even to the ground. 

8 O daughter of Babylon, 
wasted with misery : yea, happy 
shall he be that rewardeth thee, 
as thou hast served us. 

9 Blessed shall he be that 
taketh thy children: and throw- 
eth them against the stones. 

4 
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Ver. 1. By the waters of Babylon] On the banks of the 
river Euphrates. — we sat down] Deeply lamenting, Lam, 
iL 10. 

Ver, 2. therein.] In the country of Babylon : we hung 
up our harps as useless. 

Ver. 3. required of us then, ^c."] They asked us, by 
way of insult, to sing the praises of God in our distress and 
bondage ; implying that God neither would nor could 
deliver us out of their hand. 

Fer, 5. If I forget] This is said in the name of each of 
them. — forget her cunning,] Forget her skill in playing 
upon the harp. Sooner could I fbrget how to play, than 
forget JesusaJem. 

Ver, 6. let my tongue cleave, ^c] Let me never be 
able to sing again— in my mirth.] In any moments of joy 
I may have in Babylon ; *' if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
all other means of joy." 

Ver, 7. in the day of Jerusalem :] In the day of her 
downfal. The Edomites were brethren according to the 
flesh, being descended from Esau, the brother of Jacob 
(Gen. xxxvi. 1) ; but they joined and helped the enemies 
of Israel ; and for this vengeance was denounced against 
them. See the book of the prophet Obadiah. 

Fer, 8. O daughter of Babylon,] O Babylon. Psalm 
ix. 14. — wasted with misery :] Doomed to destruction. 
In the Bible Fersion it is, " who art to be destroyed.** — 
yea, happy, ^c] Happy shall be he, who by thy punish- 
ment delivers the people of God, fulfils His holy word, 
and promotes His glory. 

Fer. 9. thy children :] The destruction of the children 
was a thing terrible in itself; but it was a necessary part of 
the general overthrow. And even though the conquerors 
of Babjdon should be cruel, still the work itself would be 
blessed in the end. And God could make the death of the 
children a means of their happiness, just as in the case of 
the children murdered by Herod {Matt. ii. 16); just as 
in any other similar case. This slaughter of the infants 
is foretold by Isaiah, ch. xiii. 16. See the whole of that 
chapter. 
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' In this beautiful and affecting Psalm, the Church of Israel is 
represented as weeping over her city and temple and country 
laid waste, her earthly comforts gone, her honour laid in the 
dust — but, most of all, over the loss of her spiritual privileges 
and blessings, of the means of grace and the worship of her 
God. We often know not the value of a blessing till we have lost 
it. Israel was insensible and unfaithful while living in the light 
of God's countenance ; but in the dark night of affliction, in the 
hiding of God's face, the heart was sad and miserable ; and past 
mercies were feelingly acknowledged, with many tears of bitter- 
ness and sorrow. It is a lesson written for our learning ! Let us 
highly prize, and faithfully use, the favours of God, whilst they 
are continued to us ; lest He take them away in His wrath, and 
we find out their value when it is too late. The Bible, how vast 
and blessed a treasure it contains of life and salvation ! The 
Lord's day, and the Lord's house, how great and glorious their 
privileges and benefits ! The free use of these favours is gra- 
ciously permitted to us ; we enjoy them in peace and safety. 
But if they be despised or neglected, who can say that the 
Lord will not, by some awful and avenging visitation, deprive 
us of these blessmgs ? And if it should be so, we shall see and 
lament the precious opportunities we have lost ; and sit .down in 
dust and ashes, weeping and wailing. " Walk while ye have the 
light, lest darkness come upon you : for he that walketh in dark- 
ness, knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light be- 
lieve in the light, that ye may be the children of light." — 
John xii. 35, 36» 

QUESTIONS. 

Where did they sit down ? — ^To do what ? — What made them 
do so ? — What did they do with their harps ?— What did their 
conquerors require of them? — And for what purpose ? — Forget 
her cunning ? — Let my tongue cleave, &c. ? — The children of 
Edom, who were they ?— For what were they to be remembered ? 
— What did they say ? — In the day of Jerusalem ? -^Daughter of 
Babylon?— Wasted with misery? — What lesson may we learn 
from this Psalm ? 



PSALM CXXXVIII. 

A thanksgiving for deliverances , and a foretelling of the 
call of the Gentiles to the 'praise and glory of God in the 
GospeL 

1 I will ffive thanks unto I heart : even before the gods will 
thee, O Lord, with my whole 1 1 sing praise unto thee. 

8 5 
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6 For though the Lord he 
high, yet hath he respect onto 
the lowly : as for the proud, 
he heholdeth them afar off. 

7 Though I walk in the midst 
of trouble, yet shalt thou re- 
fresh me : thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hand upon the furi- 
ousness of mine enemies, and 
thy right hand shall save 
me. 

8 The Lord shall make good 
his loving.kindness toward 
me : yea, thy mercy, O Lord, 
endureth for ever ; despise not 
then the works of thine own 
hands. 



2 I will worship toward thy 
holy temple, and praise thy 
Name, because of thy loving- 
kindness and truth : for thou 
hast magnified thy Name, and 
thy word, above all things. 

3 When I called upon thee, 
thou heardest me : and en- 
duedst my soul with much 
strength. 

4 All the kings of the earth 
shall praise thee, O Lord : for 
they have heard the words of 
thy mouth. 

5 Yea, they shall sing in the 
ways of the Lord : that great 
is the glory of the Lord. 

Ver. 1. before the gods] Before the kings and judges of 
the earth. Psalm Ixxxii. 1 ; cxix. 46, sixth Portion. 

Fer. 2. toward thy holy temple^] Psalm v. 7. — mayni-' 
fied thy Name, <^c.] Has set forth Thy mercy, and fiil- 
iiUed Thy promises, in a wonderful manner. 

Ver. 4, 5. All the kings, ^c] David might expect that 
some of the neighbouring princes and people would be 
convinced by beholding the power and goodness of Jehovah ; 
but clearly the words look forward to future times, to the 
conversion of the Gentiles under the Gospel. Psalm xxii. 
27—32; Ixxii. 8—11. 

Fer. 6. heholdeth them afar off.] Will not come near to 
assist and bless them. Humility is the way to salvation 
and glory : this we are taught throughout the Bible. 
1 Sam. ii. 7, 8. Prov. iii. 34. Isa. Ivii. 15. Dan. iv. 
34—37. Luke xviii. 9—14. Phil. ii. 8, 9. 

Fer. 7.] These words may be properly considered as 
spoken by the Messiah Himself. 

Fer. 8. despise not] Do not forsake nor neglect the good 
work which Thou hast graciously begun. Phil. i. 6. 



They who rety upon the loving-kindness and truth *of God, 
through Jesus Christ, wiU be sure to find Him faithful to His 
word. Nothing is too great for His power, nothing too large 
for His love : *' He that spared not his own Son, but deliyered 



29th Day.] The Hundred and Thirty-ninth Psalm. 395 

him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things ?" Bam, viii. 32. In the day when the Redeemer 
cried in the agony of His 80u1> the Father heard Him, and 
strengthened Him to finish the mighty work which He had 
freely undertaken : and " having humbled himself even to th& 
death upon the cross," He is now exalted to the throne of glory : 
for His sake the Lord will strengthen all who fervently pray in 
His name, that they may be carried through all their trials : 
Jehovah will never forsake any humble, faithful servant, but 
will give him grace and power to " endure unto the end, and be 
saved." But none except *' the poor in spirit," '' the meek and 
lowly in heart," will ever be received : there is no other way to 
God's favour for rich or poor, king or subject, master or slave ; 
'' God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble." 
1 Fet, V. 5. ** Submit yourselves, therefore, to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to you.. Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and he shall lift you up." James iv. 6 — 10. 

QUESTIONS. 

Before the gods ? — Magnified Thy name and Thy word ? — All 
the kings, &c., what does this foretel ? — Explain ver. 6 from 
other passages.-— Despise not .^-—Despised not what ? 



THE TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

PSALM CXXXIX. 

In this admirable Psalm, David, when slandered and 
oppressed, makes his appeal to the heart-searching God, 
who is omniscient {knowing all things) and omnipresent (in 
every place), Heforetels the ruin of his enemies, and prays 
to he made perfect in the right way. 



1 O Lord, thou hast search- 
ed me out, and known me : 
thouknowestmy down-sitting, 
and mine up-rising ; thou un- 
derstandest my thoughts long 
before. 



2 Thou art about my path, 
and about my bed : and spiest 
out all my ways. 

3 For lo, thdre is not a word 
in my tongue : but thou, O 
Lord, knowest it altogether. , 

8 6 
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4 Thou hast fashioned me 
hehind and before : and laid 
thine hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too 
wonderful and excellent for 
me : I cannot attain unto it 

6 Whither shall I go then 
from thy Spirit : or whither 
shall I go then from thy pre- 
sence ? 

7 If I climb up into heaven, 
thou art there : if I go down 
to hell, thou art there also. 

8 If I take the wings of the 
morning : and remain in the 
uttermost parts of the sea ; 

9 Even there also shall thy 
hand lead me : and thy right 
hand shall hold me. 

10 If I say, Peradventure the 
darkness shaU cover me : then 
shall my night be turned to day. 

1 1 Yea, the darkness is uo 
darkness with thee, but the 
night is as clear as the day : 
the darkness and light to thee 
are both alike. 

12 For my reins are thine : 
thou hast covered me in my 
mother's womb. 

13 I will give thanks unto 
thee, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made : iparvellous 
are thy works, and that my 
soul knoweth right well. 

14 My bones are not hid 



from thee : though I be made 
secretly, and fashioned beneath 
in the earth. 

15 Thine eyes did see my 
substance, yet being imperfect : 
and in thy book were all my 
members written ; 

16 Which day by day were 
fashioned : when as yet there 
was none of them. 

1 7 How dear are thy coun- 
sels unto me, O God : O how 
great is the sum of them ! 

18 If I tell them, they are 
more in number than the sand : 
when I wake up, I am present 
with thee. 

19 Wilt thou not slay the 
wicked, O God : depart from 
me, ye blood-thirsty men. 

20 For they speak unrighte- 
ously against thee : and thine 
enemies take thy name in vain. 

21 Do not I hate them, O 
Lord, that hate thee : and am 
not I grieved with those that 
rise up against thee ? 

22 Yea, I hate them right 
sore : even as though they were 
mine enemies. 

23 Try me, O God, and seek 
the ground of my heart : prove 
me, and examine my thoughts. 

24 Look well if there be any 
way of wickedness in me : and 
lead me in the way everlasting. 



Ver. 1. my down'-sittiug, ^c] Every thing I do; when 
1 rise to labour, and when I sit down to rest. — long before^ 
Before they are uttered, or even found in my mind. In the 
Bible Version it is **afar off;" which may mean, "Thou 
understandest my thoughts from heaven, thy dwelling 
place.'' Psalm cxiii. 5. 

Ver, 2. about my path, and about my bed ;] When I 
journey and when I sleep^ by day and by night. 
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Ver, 3.] Though I speak not, Thou knowest all that is 
in ray mind. 

Ver. 4. Thou hast fashioned me'} Thou hast appointed 
and ordered all ahout me. In the Bible Version it is, 
** Thou hast beset me." 

Ver. 5. I cannot attain} I cannot reach to or compre- 
hend it. 

Ver. 6. from thy Spirit :] From the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Psalm li. 1 1 . 

Ver. 1. If I climl)] If I were to climb. — to hell,} To the 
grave, to the dead. 

Ver. 8. the wings of the morning, ^c. :} It means, if I 
could go forth with the sun when he rises, and travel with 
him till he sets ; from east to west, all over the world. 
The sea lay to the west of .Tudea, and the sun appeared to 
set in it. 

Ver, 10. Peradventure} Perhaps, possibly. — he turned 
to day.} My night shall be as day in Thy sight. 

Ver. 12. my reins} Every inward part of my body. 
Psalm vii. 10. 

Ver. 13. fearfully and wonderfully} The various parts 
are so finely and delicately made, tliat it seems as if the 
least thing would put them out of order ; and therefore we 
not only wonder at such beauty and skill in our bodily 
frame, but almost feel afraid for its safety. 

Ver. 14. My hones} The substance of my body was not 
hid from Thee, even before I was hoTn.f—heneath in the 
earth.} Though I were in a state as dark as if I were under 
ground ; though " I was covered," &c. ver. 12. 

Ver. 15. heing imperfect:} Not fully formed. — in thy 
book} My limbs, even in that early stage, before they were 
framed, were known to Thee, as if written or marked out 
in a book. 

Ver. 16. day by day} Increasing by degrees. 

Ver. 17* thy counsels} Thy designs and dealings with 
me, in my creation and preservation. 

Ver. IS. If I tell them,} If I try or begin to number 
them. — when I wake up,} As soon as I wake in the morn- 
ing, I call to mind Thy presence, Thy goodness, and 
power. 

Ver. 19.] Since Thou seest all things, and "beholdest 
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ungodliness and wrong," wilt Thou not punish, &c. Psalm 
X. 15—17. 

Ver, 21. hate /Aem,] Not their persons, but their ways. 
Psalm cxix. 113, 15th Portion. 

Ver, 23. and seek"] Search my heart to the very bottom. 
David, like every sincere believer and servant, resolved to 
walk perfectly with God. There was not one secret sin 
which he desired to keep. But since the heart of man is 
so deceitful and so difficult to be known, {Jer, xvii. 9,) he 
begs of God to search him, and show him to himself; that 
he might reform whatever was wrong, and thus be found in 
the way of everlasting life. See John iii. 20, 21. 



We can never sin with safety, but in a place where the eye of 
God cannot behold us. And where is that place ? If we had a 
mind to escape His notice and inspection, " whither should we 
go ?" Heaven is the seat of His glory, the whole created world 
is the scene of His providence, and He has " the keys of death 
and hell" {Rev, i. 18) ; so that our endeavours would be equally 
vain, whether we could ascend or descend, or fly abroad upon the 
wings of the morning light, from east to west The arm of the 
Lord will reach us every where. Darkness may indeed conceal 
us and our deeds from the sight of men ; but God's presence, 
like that of the sun, turns night into day, and makes all things 
manifest in His sight. When secretly tempted to evil, let us 
always say, " God is here ;'' ** how can I do this great wicked- 
ness, ana sin against God ?'' Gen, xxzix. 9. We should ex- 
amine ourselves, as continually in His sight ; remembering that 
every thought and affection, no less than every deed, is thoroughly 
known to Him, and observed for judgment. Mait, v. 22 — 28. 
Bom, ii. 16. And in every condition, in every walk of hfe, in 
every trial, let us " watch and pray," that we never offend our 
ever-present God. The same consideration, which should re- 
strain us from sin, should also encourage us to work righteous- 
ness, and comfort us under all our sorrows ; namely, the thought 
that we are never out of the sight and protection of our Maker. 
The piety and the charity which are practised in cottages ; the 
labour and the pain which are patiently endured in our daily 
employments ; the disappointments and vexations of life which 
are met with resignation ; all are under the eve of Jehovah, and 
are noted down by Him against the day of recompence. He 
sees, and He will reward, all we do, and all we simer, as be- 
cometh Christians. " Yea, though I walk throuffh the valley 
of the shadow of deaths I will fear no evil, for thou art witn 
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me/' Psalm xxiii. 4. '' In thy presence is the fulness of joy, 
and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore." Psalm 
xvi. 12. 

QUESTIONS. 

Omniscient? — Omnipresent? — Explain ver. 1. — About my 
path, and my bed ? — Explain ver. 3. — Fashioned me behind 
and before? — Cannot attain?— Down to hell ? — Explain ver. 8. 
— Peradventure ? — My reins are Thine ? — Fearfully and wonder- 
fully ? — My bones not hid ? — ^Written in Thy book ? — How dear 
are Thy counsels ? — Do not I hate them ? — Seek the ground, 
&c. ? — What do we learn from this Psalm ? 



PSALM CXL. 

A Prayer of David against violent persecutors^ whose 
destruction he foretels. The whole Psalm applies to the 
Messiah, and to the Church in all ages. 



1 Deliver me, O Lord, from 
the evil man : and preserve me 
from the wicked man. 

2 Who imagine mischief in 
their hearts : and stir up strife 
all the day long. 

3 They have sharpened their 
tongues like a serpent : adders' 
poison is under their lips. 

4 Keep me, O Lord, from 
the hands of the ungodly : pre- 
serve me from the wicked men, 
who are purposed to overthrow 
my goings. 

5 The proud have laid a 
snare for me, and spread a net 
abroad with cords : yea, and 
set traps in my way. 

6 I said unto the Lord, thou 
art my God : hear the voice of 
my prayers, O Lord. 

7 O Lord God, thou strength 
of my health : thou hast covered 
my head in the day of battle. 

Ver, 3. They have sharpened, ^c] See Psahn Hi. 3 ; 
Iviii. 4. 



8 Let not the ungodly have 
his desire, O Lord : let not his 
mischievous imagination pros- 
per, lest they be too proud. 

9 Let the mischief of their 
own lips fall upon the head 
of them : that compass me 
about. 

10 Let hot burning coals fall 
upon them : let them be cast 
into the fire, and into the pit, 
that they never rise up again. 

1 1 A man full of words shall 
not prosper upon the earth : 
evil shall hunt the wicked per- 
son to overthrow him. 

12 Sure I am, that the Lord 
will avenge the poor : and main- 
tain the cause of the helpless. 

13 The righteous also shall 
give thanks unto thy Name : 
and the just shall continue in 
thy sight. 
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Ver. 5. The proud, ^c.'] See Psalm x. 4—12. They 
have laid wait for me, as a fowler does for his game. 

Ver. 6.] Here we observe the proper means of deliverance 
— trust in God, and prayer. 

Ver. 7. of my health :] Of my salvation. — thou hast 
covered, ^c] Thou hast been my shield, my protection in 
former dangers. Psalm v. 13. 

Ver. 8. his mischievous imagination] His plan of mis- 
chief. 

Ver. 9. of their own lips, ^c] Psalm v. 11 ; vii. 16, 17. 

Ver. 10. burning coals, ^c] Psalm xi. 7 ; xviii. 8. In 
this verse (as in ver. 8, 9,) David foretels the overthrow of 
his own wicked enemies : as also of those who persecuted 
the Lord Jesus, whom he represented. 

Ver. 11. full of words'] Of wicked and slandering words. 
— shall hunt] Just as they hunted David. Ver. 5. 

Ver. 12. the poor — the helpless.] Such as David was, 
and Jesus — and all '* who suffer for the truth's sake." 

Ver. 13. shall continue in thy sight.] Shall dwell in Thy 
presence. 



The Lord is *' the strength of salvation" of all who trust and 
worship Him as their God : He will hear their prayers, and 
"cover their head'' in the midst of the ''fiery darts of the 
wicked ; " every former deliverance is an earnest of future vic- 
tory ; and they shall be exalted to glory, when their enemies are 
*' clothed with shame ;" when they are enduring, for the hard- 
ness of their hearts, and the wickeaness of their lives, " the hot 
buminf? coals" of everlasting vengeance. For God will assuredly 
plead the cause of the meek and lowly, who are used by the world 
as their blessed Master was used before them. A day will come, 
when, delivered out of all their troubles, they " shall give thanks 
unto thy Name," O Lord; and "dwell in thy presence" for 
evermore. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the subject of this Psalm?— Explain ver. 5, what ia 
the figure ?— Strength of my health? — Covered my head, &c. ? 
— Mischievous imagination ? — Hot burning coals ? — A man fall 
of words ?— To whom may the Psalm be applied ? 
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PSALM CXLI. 

David wrote this Psalm probably when flying from the rage 

of Saul. 1 Sam. xxvii. 

1 Lord, I call upon thee, 
haste thee unto me : and con- 
sider my voice when I cry unto 
thee. 

2 Let my prayer he set forth 
in thy sight as the incense : 
and let the lifting up of my 
hands he an evening sacrifice. 

3 Set a watch, O Lord, before 
my mouth : and keep the door 
of my lips. 

4 O let not mine heart he in- 
clined to any evil thing : let me 
not be occupied in ungodly 
works with the men that work 
wickedness, lest I eat of such 
things as please them. 

5 Let the righteous rather 
smite me friendly : and re- 
prove me. 

6 But let not their precious 
balms break my head : yea, 1 

Ver. 2. Let my prayer, ^c] Being at a distance from 
the tabernacle in another country, where he could offer no 
incense or sacrifice, he desired that his prayers might be 
accepted instead. His heart was at Sion, though he was 
far away. 

Ver. 3. Set a watch, ^c] David feared lest he should 
be tempted, by the violence or vexations of the enemy, to 
use any rash words, unbecoming his situation and profession 
as the servant of God. 

Ver, 4. lest I eat, <^c.] Lest I become partaker of their 
unholy feastings, and be induced to comply with their sin- 
ful customs and ways. 

Ver. 6. their precious balms'] Let the reproofs of the 
righteous be like precious balm or oil, soothing and refresh- 
ing ; and not as violent blows, to break my head. — against 
their wickedness J] Against the wickedness of my enemies ; 
that I may be neither destroyed nor corrupted by them. 



will pray yet against their wick- 
edness. 

7 Let their judges be over- 
thrown in stony places : that 
they may hear my words, for 
they are sweet. 

8 Our hones lie scattered be- 
fore the pit : like as when one 
breaketh and heweth wood up- 
on the earth. 

9 But mine eyes look unto 
thee, O Lord God : in thee is 
my trust, O cast not out my 
soul. 

10 Keep me from the snare 
that they have laid for me : and 
from the traps of the wicked 
doers. 

11 Let the ungodly fall into 
their own nets together : and 
let me ever escape them. 
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Ver. 7. Let their judges, ^c] Let the unjust judges be 
punished and overthrown, as down a stony precipice ; so 
that the people, taking warning from the fate of their rulers, 
may hear my divine words, which are full of sweet comfort 
to all who receive them into their heart. Psalm xix. 10. 

Fer, 8. heweth wooi] The bones of God's servants, who 
have been slain, lie spread about, like chips from the axe 
of a woodman. It may allude to the cruel slaughter of the 
eighty-five priests. 1 Sam, xxii. 17 — 19. Psalm Hi. 

Ver. 9.] Psalm cxl. 6. 

Ver. 9, 10.] Psalm cxl. 5. 9. 



When the Lord gives us opportunities of public worship, we 
must never suppose, as many misguided people do, that He will 
accept our private prayers instead ; never suppose that He will 
be as well pleased with om* worship at home, as with our wor- 
ship in His bouse. God can never accept us, but when we are 
acting in obedience to His holy will and word : it is for Him to 
appoint how He will be served on His own day, or on any other 
day. But if we are prevented by sickness, or any other cala- 
mity, from attendance at His house, then He will graciously 
receive such service as we are able to offer, the lifting up of our 
hands and hearts in our own dwelling. When we would be in 
His temple if we could. He will honour and accept us wher- 
ever we are. Often may our lot be cast among the ungodly and 
profane ; in such cases we must be mindful of our words, that 
we never, by any angry or unworthy expressions, " give occa- 
sion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme." We must be 
careful of our conduct, that we never, by any sinful com- 
pliances, bring a stain upon our holy profession, or give men 
reason to say, that our religion is a vain and fruitless thing. 
We must pray to God for His grace and strength, that what- 
ever we say or do, we may say and do all for His honour and 
glory. And whenever we are " overtaken in a fault," and 
a faithful friend reproves us, we must take it in good part, and 
be thankful for such reproof. ** Faithful are the wounds of a 
friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." Prov. xxvii. 6. 

QUESTIONS. 

Explain ver. 2, 3. — Lest I eat of such things, &c. ? — ^Let not 
their precious balms, &c. ?— Explain ver. 7. — Our bones lie scat- 
tered—like what ?•— To what eveut does this allude ? — From what 
does David pray to be kept ? — Show the lessons which we learn 
from this Psalm. 
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iBbenmg Stager. 

PSALM CXLII. 

It is said that this Psalm was composed by David on one 
of the occasions when he was hid in a cave from the rage of 
his persecutors. 1 Sam. xxii. 1, 2 ; xxiv. 1 — 3. He was 
in the greatest distress and danger ; hut he trusted in God 
and prayed, and was delivered. 



6 I cried unto thee, O Lord, 
and said : thou art my hope, 
and my portion in the land of 
the living. 

7 Consider my complaint : 
for I am brought very low. 

8 O deliver me from my per- 
secutors : for they are too strong 
for me. 

9 Bring my soul out of pri- 
son, that I may give thanks 
unto thy Name : which thing 
if thou wilt grant me, then 
shall the righteous resort unto 
my company. 



1 I cried unto the Lord with 
my voice : yea, even unto the 
Lord did I make my suppli- 
cation. 

2 I poured out my complaints 
before him : and showed him 
of my trouble. 

3 When my spirit was in 
heaviness, thou knewest my 
path : in the way wherein I 
walked have they privily laid a 
snare for me. 

4 I looked also upon my right 
hand : and saw there was no 
man that would know me. 

5 I had no place to flee unto : 
and no man cared for my soul. 

Ver. 2. and showed him"] Thus did Hezekiah, Isaiah 
XXX vii. 14 — 20. 

Ver, 3. thou knewest^ Thine eye was upon me, in all my 
trouble and all my ways. 

Ver, 4. upon my right hand :] For some one to defend 
me. Psalm cix. 30. — that would know me."] That would 
acknowledge or stand up for me. 

Fer, 5. for my soul.^ For my life. 

Ver. 6. in the land of the living.'\ As long as I live. I 
have no possession or inheritance but Thee. 

Ver. 9. out of prison,2 Bring me out of the cave. — 
resort unto my company. j They shall flock to me without 
fear. And it was so : David was rescued, exalted to the 
throne, and joined by all the tribes of Israel. Thus Christ, 
the true David, was delivered from His stronger perse- 
cutors, brought from the sepulchre, exalted to the heavenly 
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throne, owned and honoured by the converted nations, who 
became the true Israel and people of God. 



David's situation in the cave was full of distress and fear, 
and seemed to be almost hopeless ; he was surrounded by his 
enemies, deserted by his friends, left alone in his bewailing. 
But in that dismal situation he did not despair ; he had a Friend 
in heaven, in whose bosom he " poured forth his complaint," 
and laid before Him the sad circumstances of his need and 
his danger. In all our difficulties and wants, let us follow the 
example of David, and that of a greater than David, who, when 
Jews and Gentiles conspired against Him, and He was left all 
alone, in the garden and on the cross, "gave himself unto 
prayer.*' Nor let us fear, though we be " brought very low." 
The Lord sees us and is present with us, however lonely we may 
be : He careth for us, however man may oppress or despise : 
'' I know my sheep, and am known of mme." John x. 14. All 
who know Him, who believe in Him, and love Him, He will 
own, and protect, and bless, wherever they are : and He will 
finally redeem them from the bondage of sin, and from the 
prison of the grave, to join the great assembly before the throne, 
and there to praise His name for ever. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the occasion of this Psalm ? — ^Thou knewest my 
path ? — Upon my right hand ? — ^Tbat would know me ? — For 
my soul ? — In tne land of the living ? — Resort unto my com- 
pany ? — Show how this prayer was granted ? 



PSALM CXLIII. 

Davids in some great trouble, praying for mercy and 
declaring his faith and trust in God, is an example to the 
Church, and to all her children, in all times of sorrow. 
This therefore is one of the Penitential Psalms used on 
Ash- Wednesday ; it is the seventh and last. 



1 Hear my prayer, O Lord, 
and consider my desire : hearken 
unto me for thy truth and 
righteousness' sake. 

2 And enter not into judge- 
ment with thy servant : for in 



thy sight shall no man living 
be justified. 

3 For the enemy hath perse- 
cuted my soul ; he hath smitten 
my life down to the ground : he 
hath laid me in the darkness. 



29th Day.] The Hundred and Forty-third Psalm. 405 



show thou me the way that I 
should walk in, for I lift up my 
soul unto thee. 

9 Deliver me, O Lord, from 
mine enemies : for I flee unto 
thee to hide me. 

10 Teach me to do the thinj^ 
that pleaseth thee, for thou 
art my God : let thy lovinjf 
Spirit lead me forth into the 
land of righteousness. 

1 1 Quicken me, O Lord, for 
thy Name's sake : and for thy 
righteousness' sake hring my 
soul out of trouhle. 

12 And of thy goodness slav 
mine enemies : and destroy all 
them that vex my soul; for I 
am thy servant. 



as the men that have heen long 
dead. 

4 Therefore is my spirit vex- 
ed within me : and my heart 
within me is desolate. 

5 Yet do I rememher the 
time past ; I muse upon all thy 
works : yea, I exercise myself 
in the works of thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands 
unto thee : my soul gaspeth 
unto thee as a thirsty land. 

7 Hear me, O Lord, and that 
soon, for my spirit waxeth 
faint : hide not thy face from 
me, lest I he like unto them 
that go down into the pit. 

8 O let me hear thy loving- 
kindness betimes in the morn- 
ing, for in thee is my trust : 

Ver, 2. into judgement'] If thou wert to deal according 
to strict justice, no man living, much less such a sinner as 
I, could stand clear in Thy sight. This is the true lan- 
guage of repentance and faith ; a deep sense of sin and an 
entire dependence upon God's undeserved mercy. This is 
the language of the Gospel ; only that the Gospel shows 
us more clearly through whom and by what means this 
mercy is obtained, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 
iii. 20 — 26. Gal. ii. 16. Tit. iii. 5 — 7. See also Luke 
xviii. 10 — 14. — justified.] Accounted righteous in him- 
self no man can be ; but the true believer is accepted 
and considered as righteous, through the righteousness of 
Christ. 

Ver. 3. in the darkness^] Perhaps alluding to his 
having been driven to dark hiding places, 1 Sam. xxii. 
xxiv. 

Fer. 4. vexed] Troubled. — desolate.] Sad, without 
earthly comfort. 

Ver, 5. muse upon — exercise myself in] I think and 
dwell upon Thy wonderful tokens of mercy and power, 
shown to our fathers of old. 

Ver. 6. my soul gaspeth] As a thirsty land for the rain. 
Psalm Ixiii. 2. 
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Ver, 7. waxeth faint :] Groweth &int and weak. — lest 
I be like'] Lest I die. 

Fer. .8. in the morning,'] Psalm xl. 5. 

Ver. 10. thy loving Spirit] Thy good Spirit. Here again 
we perceive the true doctrine of the Gospel ; a reliance upon 
the guiding and guarding power of the Holy Spirit. John 
xvi. 13—15. Eph. vi. 10. 18. 

Fer, 11. Quicken me,] Revive and restore me. This 
prayer is in the spirit of prophecy : that is, intended to 
declare, that David should certainly be delivered, and his 
enemies be destroyed. 



Afflictions serve to remind us how weak and sinful we are : 
thev bring health and strength to the soul ; inasmuch as they 
leaa us to confess, with greater earnestness and sincerity, our 
own helplessness and our total dependence upon God's grace 
and mercy, for acceptance and for olessing : to confess that in 
ourselves, and in our best actions, we are sinners : and that we 
can never, by our own obedience, be justified at the bar of our 
Judge : and this consideration will keep us as humble penitents, 
pleading guilty, crying for mercy, living by faith ; and perceiv- 
ing more and more the value and efficacy of the merits of 
Christ, for our justification in the sight of an offended God. We 
have broken the holy law of Grod, by thought, word, and deed, 
times without number : no one ever kept it perfectly, but the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was both God and man, and thus, '' with- 
out sin ;" and thus fit to be made a sin-offering and a ransom 
for the offences of a guilty world. Through the merits of this 
one great sacrifice, David and all the people of old were accepted 
and saved ; they beheved on Christ, as on '* him that shoM 
come." Through this Sacrifice alone can mankind be saved, 
to the end of time ; we look upon " him that is come," and 
believe in His name ; and for those who refuse or deny Him, 
there is nothing but ''death and destruction;" "there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment." Heb. x. 26, 27. Yet let us ever bear in mind, that 
though we cannot be saved by works, we cannot be saved with- 
out them ; for without them our faith cannot be livelj[ nor sin- 
cere ; it would be a barren faith, that is, no saving faith at all. 
James ii. 26. We cannot be justified for our righteousness, but 
we shall be rewarded according to it, as the fruit of faith. Luke 
xix. 12 — 19. 2 Cor. ix. 6. Rev. xiv. 13; xx. 12, 13. Let us 
then at aU times flee to the Lord ; not only to hide us from every 
enemy, but also to make us " fruitful in every good woik,^ 
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Col, i. 10; imploring His **good Spirit" to guide us in the 
strait way of holiness to the land of perfect righteousness and 
everlasting peace. 

QUESTIONS. 

What do you mean by penitential Psalms ? — On what day 
does the Church use them (See Psalm vi.)?— Why does David 




subject ? — My spirit 
— My heart desolate ?— I muse ? — ^Waxeth faint ? — What does 
he beseech God's loving Spirit to do? — What would be the 
consequence of God's mercy to him ? 



THE THIRTIETH DAY. 

JWorninfl Stager. 

PSALM CXLIV. 

David blesses God for having placed him on the throne of 
Israel^ and prays for victory over his remaining enemies ; 
and thus for peace and prosperity. See 2 Sam. v. 



1 Blessed be the Lord my 
strength : who teacheth my 
hands to war, and my fingers 
to fight ; 

2 My hope and my fortress, 
my castle and deliverer, my 
defender in whom I trust : who 
subdueth my people that is 
under me. 

3 Lord, what is man, that 
thou hast such respect unto 
him < or the son of man, that 
thou so regardest him ? 

4 Man is like a thing of 
nought : his time passeth away 
like a shadow. 

5 Bow thy heavens, Lord, 
and come down : touch the 
mountains, and they shall 
smoke. 

6 Cast forth thy lightning, 



and tear them : shoot out thine 
arrows, and consume them. 

7 Send down thine hand 
from above : deliver me, and 
take me out of the great waters, 
from the hand of strange chil- 
dren; 

8 Whose mouth talketh of 
vanity : and their right hand is 
a right hand of wickedness. 

9 I will sing a new song unto 
thee, O God : and sing praises 
unto thee upon a ten-stringed 
lute. 

10 Thou hast given victory 
unto kings : and hast deliverea 
David thy servant from the 
peril of the sword. "TT 

11 Save me, and deliver 
me from the hand of strange 
children : whose mouth talketh 
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may bring forth thousands and 
ten thousands in our streets. 

14 That our oxen may be 
strong to labour, that there be 
no decay : no leading into cap- 
tinty, and no complaining in 
our streets. 

1 5 Happy are tbe people that 
are in such a case : yea, blessed 
are the people who have the 
Lord for their God. 



of vanity, and their right 
hand is a right hand of ini- 
quity. 

12 That our sons may grow 
up as tbe young plants : and 
that our daughters may be 
as the polished comers of the 
temple. 

13 That our garners may be 
full and plenteous with all man- 
ner of store : that our sheep 

Ver, 1. my hands to wari] Against His enemies and 
mine. 

Ver, 2. fortress^ A place of strength. Psalm xviii. 1, 
— who suhdueth"] Who has brought all Israel into subjec- 
tion to me. 

Ver, 3. what is many'] And what am I that I should 
have been so favoured and honoured ? See Psalm viii. 4. 

Ver. 4. of nought:'} Psalm xxxix. 6. — like a shadow,^ 
Psalm cii. 11 ; cix. 22. 

Fer, 5. 7.] See on Psalm xviii. 9 — 17. — tear them:'] 
Tear mine enemies, shatter them to pieces. — strange chiU 
dren ;] The heathens, who were strangers to God and His 
holy worship, ver. 11. 

Ver. 8. their right hand, ^c] It may mean, either that 
their deeds were as wicked as their words were false ; or 
rather that their very oaths were not to be trusted. The 
ancient form of swearing an oath seems to have been by 
holding up the right hand. See Gen. xiv. 22, 23. Deut. 
xxxii. 40. Isaiah xliv. 20; and see ver. 11. 

Ver. 9. a new song] For tbe new mercies which Thou 
hast vouchsafed to me in my deliverance and exaltation to 
the throne. 

Ver, 10. unto kings ;] It is Thou alone who givest vic- 
tory unto kings, and Thou hast given it to me. — jpert7 of the 
sword,] The dangers of war. 

Ver, 12. the polished corners] The comers of a building 
are often more omamented with carved work and polished 
pillars, and the best of the material is chosen for the comer 
stone. The meaning is, that our daughters may be fair and 
excellent : in a time of I>eace tliey would be better trained 
and educated* 
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Ver, 13. our garners] Our granaries or bams ; our 
store-houses. — in our streets.] Rather, in our " sheep- 
walks" in the field. 

Ver, 14. no leading into captivity,] No robberies in the 
fold ; no driving away of our cattle as prisoners by the 
fraud or violence of an enemy. 



War is one of the most dreadful of all evils ; bringing woes 
without number upon the land in which it is carried on, and 
cutting off many thousands who are ill prepared for death and 
eternity. But it may be sometimes necessary ; and when it is 
waged, God has the victory in His own hands : " The battle is 
the Lord's." 1 Sam, xvii.47. 2 Chron. xx. 15. How thankful 
should those people be, to whom the Almighty Ruler gives the 
blessings of peace ! how diligently should they employ all the 
opportunities afforded them, in the service of tneir God and in 
the improvement of one another ! How thankfully should they 
attend upon the house of the Lord and all His ordinances, when 
they have no enemy to disturb them ! How devoutly should 
they study their Bibles in peace ! How earnestly should they 
pray and labour, that the heavenly " kingdom may come" more 
and more, and be extended to every corner of the land, and be 
set op in every family and every heart ! Thus would the youth 
of our country be excellent and honourable ; and they would 

Erove, in the hand of God, a safeguard and an ornament and a 
lessing ; " so that they might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified." Isaiah 
Ixi. 3. '* Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people." Prov. xiv. 34. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the subject of this Psalm ? — ^What was the Lord to 
David ? — ^What is man like ? — Explain ver. 5 — 7- — ^Their right 
hand, &c. ?— A new song — for what ? — Unto kings — to whom 
did he mean ? — Stranse children ? —To what are their sons com- 
pared ? — To what the daughters ? — Polished corners ?-r-Garners ?. 
—Sheep in our streets ?— No leading into captivity ?— Repeat 
the last verse. 



PSALM CXLV. 

This is throughout a Psalm of honour and thanksgiving 
for the power and goodness of God, as shown in mercies both 

T 
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temporal and apirUmml ; wad simee H wuyjitiy he apjdied to 
lAe **freai and marvdUms oM'* of the Holy Spirit, and to 
the bietsings bestowed by Him, the Psalm is used on Wkit* 

1 I win magnify tbee« O 'thy kingdoin : and talk of tby 
God my King : and I will-power; 

praise thy Name for ewGr and : 12 That thy power^ thy 
erer. ' glory, and mightiness of thy 

2 Erery day will I givejkingdbm : might be known 
ihanks nnto thee : and praise . nnto men;. 

tby Name for ever andj 13 Thy kingdom nan erer* 
ever. ! lasting lungdom : and tby da- 

3 Great is the Lord, and 'minion endnretli tiiron^MKie 
marreDouSy worthy to be! all ages. 



praised : there is no eod of 
nis greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise 
iby works unto another : and 
declare thy power. 

5 As for me» I will be talk- 
ing of thy worship : thy ^ory, 
thy praise, and wondrous 
works ; 

6 So that men shall speak 
of the might of thy marreUons 
acts : and I will also tell of thy 
greatness. 

7 The memorial of thine 
abundant kindness shall be 
showed : and men shall sing 
of thy righteousness. 

8 The Lord is gracious, and 
merciful : long-suffiering, and 
of great goodness. 

9 The Lord is loving unto 
every man : and his mercy is 
over aJl his works. 

10 All tby works praise 
thee, O Lord : and tby saints 
give thanks unto thee. 

11 They show the glory of 



14 The Loid upfaoldetii dl 
snch as fhll : and fifteth up all 
thoee that are down. 

15 The eyes of all wait npon 
thee, O Lord : and thou givest 
them their meat in due season^ 

16 Thoa openest thine baui: 
and fillJBst all things living witl» 
pienteousness. 

17 The Lord is righteoiis in 
all his ways : and holy in afi 
his works. 

18 The Lord is nigh cmtod 
them that call upon him : yea, 
all snch as call upon him ftiiilw 
fully. 

19 He will fulfil the desire 
of them that fear him : he also 
will hear their cry, and wiU 
hdp them. 

20 The Losd preservetk ail 
them that Vbotb him : but scaC- 
teseth alwoad all the ungodly. 

21 My mouth diall speak the 
praise of the Lord : and let sA 
flesh give thanks unto his holy 
Name for ever and ever. 



Fer, 1. m^ King:'] David probably alludes to Jeho- 
vab Jesus, to bis King Messiah. Psaim^ xeviw- 1(K Jhhn 
i. 49. 
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Ver. 2. Evert/ day] The mercies of God are neyer 
absent from the mind of any true believer and servant, even 
for a single day. 

Ver, 5. ihif worship ;] Thy honour and majesty. Psalm 

Ul. $^ 

Ver. 6w thy marvelleut acta :"] Especially in the deliver- 
anee of Israel irom Egypt f thn moat wonderful act of 
mercy and power seems to have been always uppermost 
in David's mind : and so ought our redemption fix>m tiie 
bondage of sin, by the death and resurrection of Christ, to 
be always uppermost in our minds, when we are singing or 
declaring the goodness of our God. 

Ver, ?• The memoriai^ Psalm cxxilv. 1^ 

Ver. 8. is graeiousy S/c.'] Exod. xxxiv. 6». 7. Joel 
11. 13. 

Ver. 10. All thy works praise thee,'] Answering Thy 
purpose and fulfilling Thy will. — thy saints] Thy holy 
people. 

Ver. 11 — 13. thy kingdom:] This being "an ever- 
lasting kingdom," clearly looks forward to the kingdom of 
God, under the Gospel dispensation, ver. 1. 

Ver. 15, 16.] Here is a most beautifol description of 
the complete provision made by Jehovah for the supply of 
all His creatures. 

Ver. 17. in all his works.] In all His dealings and 
doings. 

Ver. 18. is nigh] Psalm xxxiv. 18 ; Ixxxv, 9. 

Ver. 19. that fear him :] That reverence and serve 
Him. Psalm cxi. 10. 

Ver. 20. scatter eth abroad] Defeateth and destroyeth. 

Ver. 21. let aU flesh] This is another intimation of the 
call of mankind to the praise of God by the Gospel. 



As the greatness and love of God our Saviour have no bounds, 
so His praises should have no end ; they should be continually 
sung by one believer after another, and by one generation after 
another : so that the glory of the Lord may be set forth and 
celebrated 'Mn earth as it is in heaven." All the works of 
God in their several ways make a due return for the mercy 
vouchsafed to them, and ** declare his glory ;" and shall man be 
silent ? man, who is not only the object of God's merciful pro* 

X 2 
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vidence, but also of His divine grace ; to whom, in the midst of 
all his transgressions, the Lord has been '' long.suffering and of 
great goodness ;" whom He has redeemed from the power of the 
enemy, and blessed with the means of life and salvation. And as 
** the eyes of all wait upon the Lord, and he giveth them their 
meat in due season," so upon Him, as the Saviour of men, as 
the King and Father and Shepherd of His Church, do believers 
wait with earnest expectation, for the food of eternal life : nor 
will they ever so look in vain : " Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
seek, and ye shall find." " Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." Matt, 
vii. 7 ; V. 6. The Lord moreover not only feedeth, but " pre- 
serveth all them that love him ;" by His grace He now pre- 
^rves them in the midst of dangers and temptations, and He 
will conduct them safely to their journey's end. Then will His 
power be manifested in their complete and everlasting salvation, 
and in the destruction of every enemy. O then, let all who 
believe in Him, let all who have been baptized in His name, 
let all who hope to be saved by Him, begin upon earth the song 
which the saints will sing for ever in heaven, " Great is the 
Lord and marvellous, worthy to be praised : there is no end of 
his greatness." 

QUESTIONS. 

My King — ^to whom may this allude ? — Of Thy worship ? — 
The memorial ?— What is the Lord unto every man? — ^And His 
mercy is— what ? — Upon whom do the eyes of all wait?— What 
does the Lord give them? — When Heopeneth His hand — what 
then ? — ^The Lord is nigh — to whom ? — ^Whom does the Lord 
preserve ? — What does He do to the ungodly ? 



PSALM CXLVI. 

This Psalm of praise^ whether composed by David or noty 
is addressed, in the spirit of prophecy, to the Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus, who was " the God of IsraeV and " the King 
of Sion,** 

1 Praise the Lord, O my soul; man : for there is no help in 
while I live will I praise the them. 

Lord : yea, as long as I have 3 For when the breath of maa 

any being, I will sing praises goeth forth he shall turn af^a 

unto my God. . to his earth : and then all his 

2 O put not your trust in thoughts perish. 

princes, nor in any child of 4 Blessed is he that hath the 
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8 The Lord helpeth them 
that are fallen : the Lord careth 
fpr the righteous. 

9 The Lord careth for the 
strangers; he defendeth the 
fatherless and widow : as for 
the way of the ungodly, he 
tumeth it upside down. 

10 The Lord thy God, O 
Sion, shall be king for ever- 
more : and throughout all ge- 
nerations. 



God of Jacob for his help : and 
whose hope is in the Lord his 
God: 

5 Who made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that 
therein is : who keepeth his 
promise forever; 

6 Who helpeth them to right 
that suffer wrong : who feedeth 
the hungry. 

7 The Lord looseth men 
out of prison : the Lord giveth 
sight to the blind. 

Ver. 3. For when the breath, ^c] This is given as the 
reason why we should not trust in any man, because he is 
mortal ; he may die any day : and all his thoughts and all 
his promises of good to us may perish in a moment. 

Fer, 7 — 9.] It is commonly agreed, even among the 
Jews, that these verses are spoken of the Messiah, who is 
oflen foretold as opening the eyes of the blind, Isa, xxix. 
18 ; XXXV. 5 ; xlii. 18 ; and He performed this miracle on 
many occasions. Matt, xi. 4, 5. John ix. 1 — 7. 32 — 38. 
But if one portion of this Psalm belongs to the Messiah, it 
all belongs to Him, for there is no change in the person 
addressed : and if we examine the various expressions, we 
shall see how truly they describe Him : for instance, 
" Who made heaven and earth," John i. 3 ; "who feedeth 
the hungry," Matt, xiv. 15—21 ; xv, 32 — 38 ; v. 6. John 
vi. 35 — 51: "looseth man out of prison," Isa, Ixi. 1. 
Luke iv. 18; "careth for the strangers," John x. 16: 
indeed every word applies exactly. 

Fer. 9, tumeth it upside down,'\ God tumeth aside the 
way of the wicked, so as to prevent them from going as 
they had intended, from executing their evil purposes ; He 
turns them into the way of ruin. 



From the Lord Jesus, the " God of Jacob," the " King of 
kings and Lord of lords," Sion looks for deliverance ; and by 
Him all her true children expect to be blessed and exalted. He 
" keepeth his promise for ever " — both able and willing to per- 
form it ; and never disappoints those who rely upon Him. The 
faithful servant of his master is by that master sure to be 

T 3 
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■ppfDvsd Md Toirirtled. Euthlf priDces, eron if tbej bave fthd 
WW, ofteD ivant tke p^wer, to ne^p aed protect their friends ; 
and whatever they may da, there is do depending upon them : 
vHien ** God take&i away their bieath, they die, and are turned 
■gain to thor daet»" PMobn dr. 29. Hear then the advice of 
the prophet : ** Oeaae ye lirain man, ^ose hreath is in hie bo8- 
trils ! for wherein is 4ie to be accounted of ? Traat ye in the 
Lord for ever, for in tiie Lord Jehovah is everlaatiag stnonglk." 
leaiak ii. 224 zxvi. 4. He still faedeth His people with ''all 
tfabigs that be needful both for their souls ana bodies ;*' Ha 
loaseth men from the prison and the chains of sin ; and qpeneth 
the eyes of those who were bom blind, and ahowefth them the 
way of salvation : He still " careth for the righteous, and da- 
fendeth the fatherless and mdow." Happy the people of such a 
God ! happy the subjects of such a King ! ** Praise the Lord, O 
my soul," as long as thou renudnest in thy earthly tabemacte; 
that «o, when the Lord caUeth thee away, thou mayest praise 
Him for the caU^ praise Him in thy depaitoie : and betaken to 
His courts of everlasting praise and joy. 

QUEfiTIOMB. 

In what should we not put our trust ?— And why 2 — Who is 
blessed ? — ^What did He make ? — Show how the several expres- 
sions in ver. 5 — 9, properly apply to the Messiah. — And bow 
they agree with the prophet Isaiah. — What should the consi- 
deration of God's mercy head us to do ? 



PSALM CXLVII. 

This song of thanksgiving was probably composed on the 
return of Israel from their captivity in Babylon^ when Jeru^ 
satem and the Temple were rebuilt y ver. 2. Nehem. i. ii. 
But it may be applied to blessings vouchsafed to the 'Church 
in any and every age, 

1 O pmise the Lord^ for it Jerusalem : and gather toge- 
is a good thing to siug praises ther the outcasts of Israel, 
unto our God : yea, a joyful 3 He healeth those that are 
and pleasant thing it is to be broken in heart : and giveth 
thankful. medicine to heal their sii^neas. 

2 The Lord doth build up 4 He telleth the cumber q£ 



aotii Day.] Tf*e Htmdred and Forty-sevrntb Psalm. 415 



ikie stars : and calleth tbem all 
by their names. 

5 Great is our Lord, and 
great is his power : yea, and 
jhis wisdom is infinite.- 

6 The Lord setteth up the 
meek : and bringeth the un- 
godly down to the ground. 

7 O sing unto the Lord with 
thanksgiving : sing praises upon 
the harp unto our God ; 

8 Who covereth the heaven 
with clouds, and prepareth laio 
for the earth : and maketh the 
grass to grow upon the moun- 
tains, and herb for the use of 
men; 

9 Who giveth fodder unto 
the cattle : and feedeth the 
young ravens that call upon 
nim. 

10 He hath no pleasure in 
the strength of an horse : nei- 
ther delighteth he in any roan's 
legs, 

11 But the Lord's delight 
is in them that fear him : 
and put their trust in his 
mercy. 

12 Praise the Lord, O Jeru- 



salem : praise Thy God, O 
Sion. 

13 For He hath made fast 
the bars of thy gates : and 
hath blessed thy dhUdren within 
thee. 

14 He maketh peace in thy 
borders : and iiUeth thee with 
the flour of wheat. 

15 He sendeth forth his 
commandment n^ou earth : 
and his word runneth very 
swiftly. 

16 He giveth snow like wool: 
and Bcsttereth the hoar frost 
like ashes. 

17 He casteth forth his ice 
like morsels : who is able to 
abide his frost ? 

18 He sendeth out his word 
and melteth them : he bloweth 
with his windy and the waters 
flow. 

19 He show&h his wordL 
unto Jacob : his statutes and 
ordinances unto I«:ael. 

20 He hath not dealt so 
with any nation : neither have 
the heathen knowledge of his 
laws. 



Ver. 2. and gather^ ^c] Thus did Christ ** gather 
together in one the children of God that were scattered 
abroad," John xi. 52 ; and thus vsrill He gather them to- 
gether in the latter day. Matt. xxiv. 31. 

Fer, 3. broken in heart ;] Isa, xlii. 3 ; IxL 1. Lukeiv. 
18. Matt. xii. 20. 

Fer. 4. the number of the stars : ] He who numbereth 
and nameth the stars, hath numbered and called His people. 
John X. 27. 

Fer, 5. infinite.'] Without bounds, not to be measured or 
understood. 

Fer. 6. setteth np the meek ;] 1 Sam, ii. 8. Matt. v. 5. 

Fer. 8. upon the mountains,'^ Upon the high hills. The 
Xiord is the giver both of earthly and spiritual blessings, 
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and the one is often put as an emblem of the other. See 
on Psalm Ixv. 9 — 14. 

Ver, 9. the young ravens'\ The fowls of the air. LuTce 
xii. 24. Matt. vi. 26. 

Ver. 10. He hath no pleasure, ^c] He favoureth not 
those who depend on any earthly means. '' The race is 
not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.'* Eccles. 
ix. 11. 

Ver, 13. made fast the bars, ^c] He defendeth and 
preserveth thee ; and hath enabled thee to raise thy walls 
and gates again. Nehem, iv. 15 — 17. 

Ver. 14. the flour of wheat."] Psalm Ixv. 14. 

Ver. 15. very swiftly,] His word is instantly obeyed ; 
in the world of creation, as in the world of grace, He is 
almighty. 

Ver. 16. like wool :] Covering the earth like a fleece of 
wool, and keeping it warm during the frost. 

Ver, 17. like morsels ;] He showereth down His hail- 
stones like pieces of ice. 

Ver, 18. melteth them :] Melteth the snow, and frost, 
and ice, at His word, at His good pleasure. — bloweth, <^c.]j 
A change of wind (from hard to soft, from cold to warm) 
makes the frost disappear. And just as severe weatlier is 
followed by mild, at God*s bidding; so at His bidding, 
conflicts and troubles pass away, and peace and joy return. 
At His word, Jerusalem had been sore afflicted for her 
sins ; and at His word, she was recovering her prosperity. 



All things are created for the honour and glory of God {Prov. 
xvi. 4. Eph. i. 9 — 12); and to sing His praises, forms one of 
the most suitable returns for His benents, of which we are 
capable. Nothing is too j^reat, nothing too small, for the power 
and mercy of God : by Him the stars were all made, and by 
Him they are all kept in their places ; *' Thou hast created aU 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created " {Rev. 
iv. 11); that is, for God's pleasure they are now in being, and for 
His pleasure they were at first made. Gen, i. 16 — 18. But yet 
He condescends to take care of the lowest and meanest of His 
creatures ; and especially does He delight to dwell with the con- 
trite and broken-hearted sinner, who has debased himself in the 
deepest repentance, and sits mourning in sackcloth and asfaes^ 
unnoticed and unknown by the vain and scornful world, Isaiah 
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Ivii. 15. When His Church, or any memher of His Church, 
looks to Him for help, He will be sure to come for deliverance 
and for blessing : whilst He feeds the young ravens who cry 
unto him," He gives a pledge that He will not leave His people, 
who pray to Him, in want of what is needful. All things are in 
His hand : He who bids the clouds of heaven to disperse, and 
the sun to shine, can remove the cloud of sorrow from every 
soul, and cheer it with the light and comfort of His grace ; He 
who bids the south wind blow, and melts the icy fetters in 
which the earth is bound, can send His Holy Spirit to breathe 
upon the hardest heart, to loosen the chains of sin, and melt it 
into the love of His mercy and the reverence of His name. O 
let us praise Him; let us live for His praise: and soon the 
wintry storms of life shall all be past, and we shall be taken to 
enjoy an eternal spring, in the garden of the second Eden, in the 
happy paradise above. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the subject of this Psalm ? — ^The outcasts of Israel — 
who were they? — Whom does God heal ? —Infinite ?—Feedeth 
the young ravens ? — In what doth the Lord not delight ? — In 
whom does He delight ? — Made fast the bars, &c. ? — His word 
runneth very swiftly ? — Snow like wool ?— Ice like morsels ? — 
What may we gather from the Lord's power to change the face 
of nature ? 



PSALM CXLVIIL 



All the creatures in the world are called upon to unite in 
one grand chorus of praise and thanksgiving. 



1 O praise the Lord of hea- 
ven : praise him in the height. 

2 Praise him, all ye angels of 
his : praise him, all his host. 

3 Praise him, sun and moon : 
praise him, all ye stars and 
light. 

4' Praise him, all ye hea- 
vens : and ye waters that are 
above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the name 
of the Lord : for he spake the 
word, and they were made; 



he commanded, and they were 
created. 

6 He hath made them fast 
for ever and ever : he hath 
given them a law which shall 
not be broken. 

7 Praise the Lord upon earth : 
ye dragons, and all deeps ; 

8 Fire and hail, snow and 
vapours : wind and storm, ful- 
filling his word ; 

9 Mountains and all hills : 
fruitful trees and all cedars ; 
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M) Beasts aad all cattle : 
worm and feathend fowls ; 

11 Kings of the eacth and idl 
peonle : pri&oes aad all judges 
of uie world ; 

12 Yoangmen and maidens, 
old men and c]Bdldien« fwaise 
the Name of the Lord : for bis 



Naaae snly is exo^lent* and 
his pndse above beav^n and 
•earth. 

18 He shall eiEaHl^ bora of 
his people ; all his .saints shaU 
praise him : even the duldroa 
of Israel, esrfin the people that 
servetb ihim. 



Fer, 1. in the height.^ In the highest heavens. 

Ver. 3 — 5.] See on Psalm xix. 1 — 3. 

Ver. 4. aU ye heavens ;] Whatever is in that portion 
of the heavens which aurrounds the eardi— *4n /the fiirnia-* 
ment or sky. Geru i. 6 — 14. 

Ver. 6. a law] Rules and laws of d)eir.natn«e and their 
motions. 

Ver. 7. upon earth :] All ye creatures upon earth, 
whether with or without life. — ye dragons^ Ye great ani- 
xaals, which inhabit the sea. 

Ver. %, fulfilling his word:'] Messengers to execute Hia 
righteous purposes, whether of mercy or of judgment ; 
obedient to His command. 

Ver, 10. worms'] All creeping thin^. 

Ver, 11. KingSy <^c.] Having called upon all creataveB 
that are without reason, the Psalmist now proceeds to ex- 
hort man, upon whom his Maker has bestowed this noble 
gifl, which ought to be used in the service of Him Vho 
gave it. 

Ver, 13. the horn] Psalm xviii. 1. — his people — his 
saints — the children of Israel^ As men above all otber 
creatures, so above other men must the people of Grod 
praise Him. They who have been admitted into covenant 
with Him ; who know His word and His will,; who are 
blessed with the light of salvation, and taught to " worahip 
him in spirit and in truth ; " they must be most veady .and 
sincere in His praise. 



When St. John saw in a vision the King of Glory seated on 
throne, he telk us that he heard all the angels which stood 
around the throne* with the elders, and every creature in heaven, 
earth, and sea, lifting up their voices, ana siogiog together a 
hymn of thanksgiving m honour of Him : and this was their 
so^g : *' Blessing and honour^ and glory aad power, be.unto 
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that fiitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
eeRer." Rw. v. 13. Such a band and ichonts we iind here sum- 
moned by the inspired Psalraifit, in praise of the same divine 
Person, by whom ** were all things created, that are in heaven 
and that are in earth/' md by whom "all things consist/' 
Col. i. 16, 17. In heaven the sanf^ is to be^ia and the stndn to 
be set, and it is to be taken up and echoed back by thecreatnres 
of this world, which have all their several parts allotted to them, 
in the great work of glorifying their Creator. But man, above 
all, as he has a power above all ; a mind, a reason, a " living 
soul," {Gen. ii. 70 and still more redeemed man, " the mem^ 
ber of Christ, the child of God," the " inheritor of the kingdom 
cf heaven." O whatton^^ can tell the glory and the mercy 
of our Creator and Saviour ? But let us do what we may ; 
** high and low, rich and poor, one with another : " children^ as 
they are entering upon life, with all their freshness ; youth, as 
they are rising, with all their vigour ; manhood, in its ripeness 
and strength ; and old age as it is declining, with a fuller expe- 
rience of mercies. And thus, having carried the song through 
our *' mortal life," we shall renew it where it began, in thfl 
courts of heaven, in the '* life imanortaL" 

QUESTIONS. 

Describe the pmcpose of this Psalm ? — In the height ? — Hath 
given them a law? — ^Ye dragons? — Fulfilling His word? — 
Worms ? — Who are most bound to praise God ?— -Where do we 
find a similar account of the creation joining in praise? — ^What 
are the words of the heavenly song? 



PSALM CXLIX. 

A celebration of some victory which foreshows complete 
triumph of Israel over the heathen, and of the kingdom of 
God over the kingdom of Satan, 



1 sing unto the Lord a 
new song : let the congregation 
of saints praise him. 

2 Let Israel jpejoice in him 
that made him : and let the 
children of Sion be joyful in 
their King. 

3 Let them praise his Name 
in the dance : and let them sing 
praises unto him with tabret 
and harp. 



4 For the Lord hath pleasure 
in his people : and helpeth the 
meek-hearted. 

5 Let the saints be joyful 
with glory : let them rejoice 
in their beds. 

6 Let the praises of God be 
in their mouth : and a two- 
edged sword in their hands ; 

7 To be avenged of the hea- 
then : and to rebuke the people j 
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8 To bind their kings in I 9 That they may be ayenged 
chains : and their nobles with I of them, as it is written : 8i|ph 
links of iron. I honour have all his saints. 



Ver, 1. a new song :"] For a new victory; every fresh 
token of mercy demands a new strain of thanksgiving. 

Ver. 2. that made him :] See on Psalm c. 2. 

Ver. 3. in the dance :] See Psalm cl. 4. Thus Miriam 
sung a song of triumph for the victory at the Red Sea. 
Exod. XV. 20. 

Ver, 4. the meek-hearted,^ Psahn cxlvii. 6. 

Ver. 5. in their beds.^ When they go to rest ; let them 
reflect upon the wonders which the Lord hath wrought for 
them, and praise His name. 

Ver, 6. a two-edged sword] To obtain other victories, 
in the name and for the cause of Jehovah. 

Ver. 8. their kings — their nobles] The heathen princes 
and commanders. 

Ver. 9. as it is written ;] Deut. vii. 24 ; xxxii. 41 — 43. 
This foretels the final destruction of all the nations under 
the Gospel, which shall set themselves up against the 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. Isa. xiv. 22, 23. 
Hev. xvii. 14. — such honour] The honour of being engaged 
in the cause of the Lord, and gaining the victory as instru- 
ments in His almighty hand. 



The names in this Psalm of " saints^ Israel, and children of 
Sion," now belong to Christians ; we are the saints or ''holy 
ones" of God ; we are what Israel was of old, God's ''pecnUar 
people ; " we are children of the heavenly Sion ; all this we are 
by profession : let us take care to show and approve ourselves 
such, in deed and in truth. And then we may sing this holy 
song, as the Psalmist in spirit has enjoined us to do : we may 
sing it *' new," in its spiritual sense, as new men, celebrating 
new victories, new and greater mercies, the salvation of the soul, 
eternal redemption by Christ Jesus. We rejoice in Him, who 
hath '* made," or ** created us in righteousness and true holi- 
ness." Eph, iv. 24. We are "joyful in our King," who hath 
Himself overcome, and will enable us to go forth " conquering 
and to conquer." Thus it was declared of our triumphant King 
Messiah : ** Behold, the IjORD God will come with strong hand, 
and his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him." Isa. xl. 10, 11 j Ixii. 10—12. He 
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has come. He has conquered; let us put on his armour, and 
contend manfully against every enemy — the world, the flesh, 
ana the devil ; let us take the shield of faith, and the breastplate 
of righteousness, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God," (Eph, vi. 13 — 17,) which is indeed "sharper than any 
two-edged sword." Heh. iv. 12. Victory is certain, if we " be 
not weary nor faint in our minds." Let us hear, let us write in 
our hearts, the encouraging words of the Captain of our salva- 
tion : *' In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the worW." Johnxvi. 33. "To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
throne." Rev. iii. 21. 

QUESTIONS. 

A new song ? — In Him that made him ? — ^The meek-hearted ? 
— Rejoice in their beds ? — What other victories are foretold in 
this rsalm? — By what names, used of old, are Christians now 
described ? 



PSALM CL. 

An exhortation to all people^ to praise God for all His 
excellences, hy all the means in their power, 

4 Praise him in the cymbals 
and dances : praise him upon 
the strings and pipe. 

5 Praise him upon the well- 
tuned cymbals : praise him 
upon the loud cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that hath 
breath : praise the Lord. 



1 O praise God in his holi- 
ness : praise him in the firma- 
ment of his power. 

2 Praise him in his noble 
acts : praise him according to 
his excellent greatness. 

3 Praise him in the sound of 
the trumpet : praise him upon 
the lute and harp. 



Ver, I. in his holiness:^ Rather, "on account of his 
holiness ;" and on account of the firmament of heaven, 
ivhich setteth forth His power and glory. Psalm xix. 1. 

Ver, 2. in his noble acts :] For His " tokens and 
wonders" of mercy and justice, of wisdom and power, of 
faithfulness and truth, ever shown to Israel. Psalm cxxxv. 
cxxxvi. 

Ver, 3. in the sound] With the sound. We cannot de- 
cide at the present day upon the nature and use of the 
various musical instruments mentioned in this Psalm. It 
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neeme to mean, that a great chorus [^oakt be formed of 
all the instruments t<^ether. 

Ver. 6. every thing that hath breath :] Every man 
breathing ; if he breathes, let him praise the God who 
gives him breath. €ren* ii. 7. In the. Hebrew (and ia the 
Bibie Version) each of these three last Psalms begins and 
ends with *' H^ldiijah,'* that is, **^prffise ye Jehovah" 
(see on Psalm Ixviii. 4) ; £U!id thus in this last and 156th 
Psalm the word ** praise" would occur thirteen times in 
six verses. May we learn a lesson from so suitable a con- 
clusion to this holy book ! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost ; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world widiout end. Amen. 
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Hitched. Price l|</.» or 8^. td. per 100. 

IV. 

EXERCISES on the MORNING and EVENING 
SERVICES of the CHURCH, by the Rev. B. E. 
NiCHOLLS, M.A. ftiteked. Price Sd., w 21s* Aid, per 100. 



BOOKS AND TRACTS PRINTED FOR T&E SOCIETY. 

V. 

FRIENDLY REPROOF and INSTRUCTION to 
those who seldom attend PUBLIC WORSHIP : abridged 
from a tract, by the late Rev. William Unwin, M.A, 
stitched. Price !(/., or 5#. 4.d, per 100. 

VI. 

The LORD'S DAY. on a sheet. Price Is. 4d. per 100. 

VII. 

On the CHURCHING of WOMEN : being a Conver- 
sation between a Clergyman and Two of his Parishioners. 
stitched. Price Id,, or 7s, Sd. per 100, • 

VIII. 

On PUBLIC WORSHIP ; printed on a Card for dis- 
tribution in Churches. Price |c?., or Ss, per 100. 

IX. 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the LITURGY 
of the CHURCH of ENGLAND. By the Right Rev. 
Georob Davys, D.D., Bishop of Peterborough, stitched. 
Price 5d,, or 32s. Sd. per 100. 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the PRINCIPAL 
OFFICES of the CHURCH,— Baptism,— the Catechism, 
— Confirmation, — Matrimony, — the Visitation of the Sick« 
— the Burial of the Dead, — the Churching of Women : by 
the same Author, stitched. Price 4d,, or *26s, Sd, per 100. 

*^ij* Each may be had in a separate Tract. ^^ 



